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8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

a b e d  e f g h 
19 .. .ll!cS! 

The rook is a good defender along the fifth 
rank and threatens to exchange queens on a5 . 

20.hxg6 fxg6 21 ..ih6 
2 1 .f4 ttJf7 holds Black's position together. 

21 .. . .if6 22.f4 
Here we have a choice: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
22 ... ttJf3 

This is the more forcing move. 

22 . . .  ttJf7 is also possible. 23.f5 g5 24.2'l!h5 e6 
The position is still highly complicated, but 
I don't think Black's chances are worse after 
25 .fxe6 �xe6 26J''m �d7. 

23.tiJxf3 
23 .Wd3 ttJxd4 24.ttJxd4 e5 is about equal . 

23 . . .  gxf3 24.tiJd4 �aS! 2S.�f2 i.xd4 
25  . . .  �g4 is an interesting alternative. 

26.ll!xd4 
26.Wxd4 Wc3 27.Wf2 E&ecS 2S .E&h2 �g4 

looks fine. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
26 •.• E&ec8 27.c4 !l!hS 28.�xf3 !l!xhl t 
29.�xhl �hS 30.�xhS gxhS= 

D122) IS .hS �aS 16.ttJce2 

An even younger Anish Giri tried 1 6 .ttJd5 
Wxd2 1 7.E&xd2 e6 l S .ttJf4 in Giri - Pachta, 
Vienna 200S .  I think Black's most accurate is: 

a b e d  e f g h 

l S  . . .  g5!N 1 9 .ttJd3 ( l 9 .ttJh3 ! ?  f6 20 .ttJf2 �fS 
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2 1 .4Je2 a6 is an odd position but should be 
fine for Black) 1 9  . . .  4Jxd3 20.Ei:xd3 h6 2 1 .c4 
a6 22 .4Jc2 .ifS= Black can dismantle White's 
bind with both . . .  f5 and . . .  b5 .  

Meanwhile it's too late to  try and keep the 
queens on the board. 1 6.4Jde2? 4Jc4! is a 
strong blow: 1 7.bxc4 Ei:xc4 l S .hxg6 hxg6 
1 9  . .id4 Wfb4t 20.�a1 .ixd4 2 1 .4Jxd4 Wfxc3t 
22.Wfxc3 Ei:xc3+ 

16 . . .  �xdl 17 . .bdl 
This position has been reached a few times 

and Black hasn't really had any problems. 
I would start with: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
17 .. . b5N 

Black prevents White from establishing a 
Maroczy Bind with c2-c4. With our bishop 
pair we shouldn't be worse. 

D2) 12.<�hc6 

This exchange is normally a terrible idea for 
White. It allows Black to improve his structure, 
taking control of the d5-square (often the most 
tender square in Black's camp) , and provides 
Black with a semi-open b-file on which to 
attack. However, this is probably White's 
critical test. The knight trade allows White 
to exchange the dark-squared bishops and so 
leaves our king without its main defenders. 

12  .. . bxc6 13 . .ih6 
The logical continuation. 

13 . .id4 is the alternative way to try and trade. 
I quite l ike 1 3  . .  .f6!?N which is an intriguing 
way to keep the bishop pair. The game might 
continue 1 4 .h4 Wfa5 when White's attempts to 
batter his way through don't seem convincing: 
1 5 .h5 gxh5 1 6  . .ie3 Ei:abS 1 7.Ei:h4 .ieS+ Black 
can consolidate the kingside and still has 
attacking chances on the queenside. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
13 .. . �a5 14 . .ixg7 

Normally White's attack is more dangerous 
if he can advance his h-pawn before trading on 
g7 so we can't meet it with . . .  h5 .  However, here 
1 4 .h4N can be met with: 14 . . .  .ixc3 ( 1 4  . . .  .if6!? 
is an interesting exchange sacrifice that also 
looks decent) 1 5 .Wfxc3 Wfxc3 1 6.bxc3 Ei:fdS= 
Black is marginally better with his superior 
structure. 

14 .. . 'kf.>xg7 15.h4 h5 
This is the tabiya of the variation. Our plan is 

simply to attack down the b-file. White's plans 
involve either trying to open up our kingside 
or reach a slightly better ending. The second 
plan can be achieved if White manages to play 
e4-e5 and forces us to cede the c5-square for 
his knight. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
We should consider the immediate D21) 

16.e5!? and also the new move D22) 16.g4!?N. 

16 .'1Wg5 Wxg5t 1 7.hxg5 This structure can 
sometimes be annoying in the Dragon as 
White can try to get pressure down the h-file, 
perhaps combined with e4-e5 .  I'd break free of 
any potential bind now with 17 . . .  f6 1 S .gxf6t 
'it>xf6= entering an equal ending. 

1 6.�d4t f6 1 7.We3 
1 7 .E!:hgl looked far too slow in Silva -
Silveira, Salvador 2009. 1 7  . . .  E!:abSN 1 S .'if;>b 1 
i.e6 1 9 .94 E!:b4 20.We3 hxg4 2 1 .fxg4 Wb6+ 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . .  J'l:abS 1 S .b3 Wb6 1 9 .Wd3 
If White had taken with 1 9 .Wxb6 I was 
intending to recapture with the rook, as 
I wasn't sure how to evaluate 1 9  . . .  axb6 
20.a4.  True, we have what looks like a nice 

structure, and we're almost certainly not 
worse, but I worried about an ending with 
all the rooks traded where White has the 
potential to create a passed pawn with b3-b4 
and a4-a5 . 

1 9  . . .  Wc5 
I was at least equal in E. Paehtz - lones, 

Douglas 20 14 .  

1 6.E!:he 1 was seen in Smirin - Corrales 
limenez, Rockville 20 1 3 .  I would start to 
get some counterplay down the b-file with: 
1 6  . . .  E!:abSN 1 7.'if;>b 1 ( l 7.e5 d5+ reaches the 
structure White is aiming for, but now he has 
no way to trade queens and thus no way to get 
his knight to c5 . )  1 7  . . .  E!:b4 1 S .b3 E!:fbS= 

1 6.'if;>b 1 E!:abS 1 7.b3 as played in F. Meyer 
- Zeldin, Ruhrgebiet 2004, was hardly 
threatening. I 'd probably take my time and 
play: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . . .  f6N Guarding against any future e4-e5 
ideas and ensuring that a subsequent g2-g4, 
h4-h5 can be met with . . .  g5 - creating a solid 
shell. 

1 6 .E!:dg1 E!:hS 1 7.g4 
This was Passeier - A. Becker, Germany 
2007. would start our queenside 
counterplay with: 

1 7  . . .  E!:abSN 
Our kingside looks solid enough. 
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1 8 .WEd4t 
1 8 .gxh5 l'!xh5 1 9 .1'!g5 WExg5 (or 1 9  . . .  WEb4! ?  
20.l'!xh5 WExb2t 2 1 .md1 WEal t  22.me2 
WExh 1 23 .WEh6t 'kt>f6 which doesn't give 
White more than a perpetual) 20.WExg5 
l'!xg5 2 1 .hxg5 f6= 

1 8  . . .  f6 1 9 .95 l'!hf8 20.b3 WEe5 2 1 .WEd2 
2 1 .WExa7 is an extremely risky pawn grab: 
2 1 . . .WExc3 22.WExd7 WEal t 23 .md2 WEd4t 
24.me2 f5 White's position looks dangerous. 

a b e d  e f g h 

2 1 . . .fxg5 22.l'!xg5 WEf4 23.l'!hg1  mh7! 
Black is fine, as 24.l'!xg6 can be met with 

24 . . .  i.g4! .  

D21)  16.e5!? 

Probably White's trickiest attempt. 

16 ... d5 
1 6  . . .  WExe5? !  1 7.l'!he 1 WEf6 1 8 .tLle4 would be 

awkward for us. 

17.'lWg5N 
A more aggressive try, but it leaves White's 

king rather vulnerable. 

1 7 .g4 l'!h8 1 8 .WEg5 mf8 A typical Dragon 
rerouting. Our h8-rook does a good job of 
slowing White's attack and we can start playing 
on the queenside. One sample line could be: 
1 9 .1'!d4 l'!b8 20.a3 (20.l'!f4 'kt>e8 I don't see 
how White gets any further - his queen isn't 

actually that usefully placed) 20 . . .  i.e6 2 1 .l'!a4 
WEb6 22.l'!b4 WEc7 23 .tLle2 l'!xb4 24.axb4 WEb6 
25 .WEf4 'kt>e8+ Black is starting to outplay 
White, who is rather planless. 

1 7.WEd4 i.e6 1 8 .g4? In Memmel - Simon, 
Schweinfurt 20 1 3, Black should have played: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 8  . . .  c5 !N 1 9 .WEa4 WExa4 20.tLlxa4 hxg4 2 1 .fxg4 
(2 1 .tLlxc5 gxf3+) 2 1 . . .i.xg4 22.l'!dg1 (22.l'!xd5 
i.f3-+ is the problem) 22 . . .  i.f5+ 

17 .. J3ab8 18.'lWxe7 
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a b e d  e f g h 
18  .. . l'!xb2! 19.'lWf6t 

1 9 .'kt>xb2? l'!b8t 20.'kt>cl WExc3 2 1 .WExd7 
l'!b2 22.l'!d2 l'!xa2-+ 

19  .. . <;t>h7 20.e6! 
20. 'kt>xb2?! is still too early: 20 . . .  WEb4 t 2 1 .  'kt>cl 
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iWxc3 22.g4 c5 23 .iWf4 (23.gxh5 j,f5-+) 
23 . . .  d4+ 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

a b e d  e f g h 
20 ... d4!? 21 .WI'xd4 

2 1 .exd7?? l"lxc2t 22.<;t>xc2 iWxc3t 23.<;t>b l 
l"lb8#; 2 1 .l"lxd4??  iWxc3-+ 

21 ...iWa3 22."1Wa4 
22.liJ b l ? ! l"lxb l t  23.<;t>xb l j,xe6 24.c4 

l"lb8t 25 .<;t>al j,xc4 26.l"ld2 l"lb4 27.l"lb2 l"la4 
28 .iWd2 j,d5't White is the exchange for a 
pawn up but the d5-bishop dominates. 

22 ... l"lbl t 
A pretty sacrifice that White should probably 

decline. 

23.�d2 
23.Wxb l l"lb8t 24.iWb3 l"lxb3t 25 .axb3 

j,xe6't 

a b e d  e f g h 

23 .. . l"lxdl t 24J''!!xdl Wl'xa4 25.lLlxa4 i.xe6= 
With a level ending. 

022) 16.g4!?N 

This hasn't been played but feels like White's 
most ambitious try. 

a b e d  e f g h 
16 .. . hxg4 

Again White can push in the centre with 
0221)  17.e5!?, or continue on the kingside 
with 0222) 17.h5 . 

D221)  17.e5!? 

a b e d  e f g h 
During my game with Elisabeth Paehtz I 

wondered about this move order. I think Black 
should respond in the following manner: 
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17 . . .  gxf3 
1 7  . . .  �xe5 might be playable here, but it 

still feels a bit risky after 1 8 .Ei:de 1 �f6 1 9 .h5 
(or 1 9 .tLle4) 19 . . .  Ei:h8 20.fxg4 (20 .tLle4 �e5) 
20 . . .  �xg4 2 1 .h6t �g8 . My engine informs 
me it's all a draw though. 

18.exd6 
1 8 .h5 �xe5 1 9 .hxg6 

After 1 9  .Ei:de 1 �f5 20.hxg6 Ei:h8 2 1 .Ei:hfl 
e5 ! ?  22.�xd6 �f4t 23.�b l �h3 our 
f3-pawn suddenly becomes powerful, 
although the machine shows it's still equal 
with accurate play. 

1 9  . . .  Ei:h8 20 .Ei:he 1 �h2! 
White won't be able to keep the queens on 
the board. 

2 1 .Ei:xe7 
2 1 .�d4t? !  e5 !  22.�xd6 f2 is excellent for 
Black. 

a b e d  e f g h 

2 1 . . .�xd2t 22.�xd2 
22.Ei:xd2 Ei:h l t 23 .Ei:d l Ei:xd l t 24.tLlxd l  
�e6+ 

22 . . .  �e6+ 
Black has the better chances in the ending. 

18 ... exd6 19.hS gS! 
A typical response blocking up the kingside. 

20J:�he1 
20.Ei:hgl f6+ 

20.�xd6 �e6 2 1 .tLle4 �f5 22.tLlg3 �f4t 
would again get those queens off the board. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
20 ... .te6 21 .�d4t Wh7 22.h6 gg8 23.tLle4 
�f5 24.tLlf6t Wxh6 2S.tLlxg8t gxg8 
26.�xd6 Wg6 

We have successfully fought off White's 
attack and can look forward to the rest of the 
game with confidence. Those g- and f-pawns 
do a great job defending our king as well as 
threatening to promote. 

D222) 17.hS gS! 

This is always an important move In the 
Dragon after White has tried to blow open 
the kingside. The pawn does an important 
job, both defending the king and allowing our 
queen to settle on e5 .  
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a b c d e f g h 
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18.h6t 
I S . f4? gxf4 1 9  .'.W xf4 f6+ doesn't get 

anywhere. 

I S .Eldgl can be met with l S  . . .  <tt>h6 1 9 .fxg4 
'.We5!+. We'll follow up with . .  . f6; our king 
is completely safe and we can play on the 
queenside without risk. 

18 ... <tt>h7 19.eS! 
White has to force something or he will 

simply be worse. 

1 9 .fxg4 '.We5 is fairly similar to the position 
after l S .Eldgl . Our plan doesn't change. 
19 • • •  �xeS 20J�del �f4 21 .�xf4 gxf4 
22J:he7 J.e6 23.fxg4 :Bfe8 

23 . . .  d5 ! ?  

a b e d  e f g h 
24.:Bxe8 :Bxe8 2S.ltJe4 :Bd8 

This endgame should be a draw but White 
still needs to show a little accuracy. 

Conclusion 
The Classical-Yugoslav Attack Hybrid with 
�e2 and �e3 is an important and popular 
line. After my recommendation of 9 . . .  l2l g4 the 
positions become sharp and should be looked 
at carefully. White has two main tries: 1 2 .h4 
and 1 2 .l2lxc6. 

With the former, White normally has to 
acquiesce to a queenless middlegame in which 
I believe Black is fine, although care should be 
taken against the rare 1 5 .l2lce2! ?  maintaining 
the queens on the board. 

With the latter White exchanges off dark­
squared bishops and intends to go for an 
immediate mate. Hopefully I 've shown 
Black has enough defensive resources and 
counterplay down the b-file. 
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Rabinovich Attack 

Variation Index 
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L=/"·= "''''/·=" ... .... '=� .. ;",. .. 

a b e d  e f g h 

l .e4 cS 2.tiJ f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.tiJxd4 tiJf6 S.tiJc3 g6 6 . .ie2 .ig7 7 . .ie3 0-0 8.f4 

8 . . .  tiJ c6 
A) 9.'lNd2 
B) 9.tiJb3 .ie6 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

Bl)  10  . .if3 
B2) 1 0.g4 �c8 

B2 1)  l 1 .h4?! 
B22) 1 1 .£5 .id7 

B22 1)  12.0-0 
B222) 12.gS 

B23) 1 1 .0-0 tiJaS 12.£5 .ic4 
B23 1)  13  . .id3 
B232) 13.tiJxaS 
B233) 1 3  . .ixa7 

B24) l 1 .gS tiJd7 
B241)  12.'lNd2 
B242) 12.h4 

B l )  note to 1 2 ,a4 B222) after 1 5 ,tDd4 

b.",/""'� ,,;;;;/ 

F�CN.�;;;;jNCN/",.,jNC�·."�",J-///km.wl 

�,=j/////;:;:';;?-'=' ,�j'='/ 

r"C'''d�"-J''C 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 5 . . .tD xd4N 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 5  . . .  d5 !N 

B242) after 1 3 ,�f3 

207 
208 
208 
209 
210 
2 1 1  
2 1 1  
212 
213 
21S  
21S  
216  
217 
218 
219 
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l .e4 c5 2.�f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.ltJxd4 �f6 
5.�c3 g6 6.�e2 �g7 7.�e3 0-0 8.f4 ltJc6 

a b e d  e f g h 
We should check A) 9JWd2 before moving 

on to the more popular B) 9.�b3. 
9.0-0 would transpose to variation A of 

Chapter 8 .  

Meanwhile, it's worth noting that White 
can't yet play 9.g4? on account of: 9 . . .  lLlxg4! 
1 O .�xg4 �xg4 1 1 .Wxg4 lLlxd4+ 

A) 9.Wfd2 

This seems odd in conjunction with f2-f4 as 
now the g4-square feels vulnerable. We can 
immediately neutralize White's set-up: 

9 ... �xd4 10.�xd4 
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a b e d  e f g h 

lO . . . e5! 
I 've mentioned previously this thematic way 

of playing against white pawns on f4 and e4. 

1 1 .fxe5 
1 1 .�e3 lLlg4!?N 

I think this is the most accurate. White 
will have insufficient play for the loss of the 
bishop pair. 
1 1 . . . exf4 is also a good option. 1 2 .�xf4?!  
(White has to come up with the unplayed 
1 2.�d4N to try and keep the balance) 
1 2  . . .  E\e8+ White is dropping a pawn. 

1 2 .f5 
This is White's only critical try, but I don't 
believe in his attacking chances. 
1 2 .�xg4 exf4!+ is an important intermezzo 
to remember. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . .  .tDxe3 1 3 .Wxe3 gxf5 1 4 .0-0-0 fxe4 
1 5 .Wxe4 

1 5 .lLlxe4 d5+ 
1 5  . . .  �e6 1 6.�c4 E\c8+ 

We can defend with . . .  Wg5-g6 if necessary. 
White has some compensation due to the 
outpost on d5 but it's not enough. 

1 1 .�f2 
As 1 1 .�e3 doesn't actually defend the 
f4-pawn there's some logic to this move. 

1 1  . . .  �e6 
1 1  . . .  �h6! ?  is also interesting but a lot 
sharper. 
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1 1 . . .ttJg4? !  would be  a mistake here: we can't 
meet 1 2 .j,xg4 with 1 2  . . .  exf4 as it no longer 
hits the dark-squared bishop, and 1 2  . . .  j,xg4 
1 3 .fS !  leaves our bishop perilously short of 
squares. 

1 2 .0-0 
This position was agreed drawn in Pad -
Poloch, Ostrava 1 98 1 .  I would have played 
on with: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  dSN 1 3 .exdS ttJxdS 14 .ttJxdS j,xdS 
I S .E!ad 1 j,c6 

Black has the better side of equality. 

1 l  . . . dxe5 12  . .te3 .te6 
1 2  . . .  Wxd2t 1 3 .j,xd2 j,e6= as seen in 

B. Socko - Beliavsky, Oh rid 200 1 ,  was also 
fine, but I think it is slightly more accurate to 
encourage White to make the trade. 
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a b e d  e f g h 

13.'%Vxd8 
White has nothing better, as 1 3 .0-0-0 WaS ! 

looks rather uncomfortable for him. 

13 .. J��fxd8 14.0-0 h6 15J�adl a6= 
Gruber - Biriescu, Wattens 1 999. 
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B) 9.ttJb3 .te6 

a b e d  e f g h 
White has occasionally played BI) 10 . .tf3, 

but it is usual to continue aggressively with 
B2) 10.g4, which is the real starting position 
for the Rabinovich Attack. 

1 0 .0-0 would simply transpose to Chapter 9. 

BI) 10 . .tf3 

This is unusual before castling. 

10 ... .tc4 
A critical try. 

1 O  . . .  ttJd7!?N is an interesting idea that 
Houdini often pops up with in these 
structures. The aim is simply to reroute the 
knight round to c4: 1 1 .0-0 ttJb6 1 2 .Wc l ttJc4 
1 3 .j,f2 Wd7= 

1 1 .'%Vd2 
I I .ttJdS eS !  Ripping open White's position. 
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1 2 .ctJd2 �xd5 1 3 .exd5 exf4 1 4 .�xf4 E1e8t 
White was forced to relinquish castling rights 
and Black should have been winning in Couso 
- Erdogan, Kallithea 2002. 

I I .ctJd2 �a6 leaves White struggling to castle 
in either direction. 
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a b c d e f g h 
1 1 .. .a5 12.a4 

1 2 .ctJa4?! ctJd7 1 3 .0-0-0?! was extremely 
provocative. How many free tempos does 
White want to give Black's attack? l 3  . . .  b5 
14 .ctJc3 a4 1 5 .ctJd4 

a b e d  e f g h 

This was Ruskjar - H. Kristensen, 
Norresundby 1 992. Black got carried 
away with 1 5  . . .  b4? ! ,  but instead the simple 
1 5  . . .  ctJxd4N 1 6.�xd4 e5!+ would leave him 
with a fantastic position. 

After 1 2 .ctJd5 ctJ d7 it is surprisingly difficult 
for White to defend the b2-pawn, Sebastian -
Berndt, Hamburg 1 997. 

Our main line was reached via transposition 
between two strong Russian GMs. The game 
continued: 

12 . .  JWc8 13.ll�d4 lLlg4 14.llJxc6 bxc6 
1 5  . .igl 

Inarkiev - Motylev, Moscow 2002. I like the 
look of: 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b c d e f g h 
15  . . . f5N 

Black has a strong initiative. 

B2) lO.g4 gc8 
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a b c d e f g h 
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White has tried four moves in this position 
and we will check them all: B21)  1 1 .h4?! ,  
B22) 1 1 .£5, B23) 1 1 .0-0 and B24) 1 1 .gS. 

B21)  l 1 .h4?! 

An extremely aggressive approach, but with 
White's king stuck in the centre this can hardly 
work. 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 1  .•. tlJb4!?N 

Black has already set up a lot of threats . 

1 1  . . .  b5N also looks promising, for example: 
1 2 .g5 ttJh5 1 3 .i.xh5 gxh5 1 4.f5 b4 1 5 .ttJe2 
i.d7 1 6.ttJbd4 ttJe5't 

12.a3 
1 2 .g5 ttJxe4! We've already seen this idea that 

Black prepared with his last. White's position 
collapses. 1 3 .ttJxe4 ttJxc2t 1 4 .mf2 

a b e d  e f g h 

We have a lot of strong options, but the most 
forcing looks to be: 1 4  . . .  i.xb3 1 5 .axb3 d5! 
1 6.ttJg3 ttJxa 1  1 7.Wi'xa1 d4 1 8 .i.d2 d3 1 9 .i.f3 
Wi'b6t 20.mg2 :gc2 2 1 .ttJe4 i.xb2 Black has a 
large material advantage. 

1 2 .0-0 ttJxg4! This time we'll take the other 
pawn. 1 3 .i.xg4 i.xg4 1 4 .Wi'xg4 ttJxc2 1 5 .i.d2 
ttJxa 1  1 6 .:gxa 1 f5 ! ?  As White's king is rather 
loose, it makes sense to open up the position 
for our extra rook. ( l 6  . . .  e6't is a sensible 
alternative) 1 7.Wi'h3 e5+ 

12 ... tLlxg4! 13.i.gl 
1 3 .i.xg4? loses immediately: 1 3  . . .  i.xg4 

1 4.Wi'xg4 ttJxc2t 1 5 .md2 ttJxe3 1 6 .mxe3 
Wi'b6t-+ 

1 3 .i.d4 i.xd4 1 4 .ttJxd4 With two knights 
hanging it looks like we might be in trouble, 
but we have a clever reply: 14 . . .  ttJe3 1 5 .Wi'd2 
Wi'b6! The knights defend each other. 1 6 .Wi'xe3 
( l 6 .axb4 Wi'xd4+) 1 6  . . .  Wi'xd4+ 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
13 .. Jhc3! 14.bxc3 

1 4 .axb4 ttJe3-+ 

14 ... i.xc3t IS.<;!;>f1 tlJf6 16.axb4 i.xal 
17.VMxal tlJxe4; 

With three pawns for the piece I favour 
Black's chances . White's king is still exposed 
and his pawns are all loose. 
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B22) 1 1 .£5 B221)  12.0-0 

I suppose it makes sense to gain a tempo on 
the e6-bishop, but giving away control of the 
e5-square is risky. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
1 1  ... .td7 

A change of direction with B221) 12.0-0 
seems odd, while continuing aggressively with 
B222) 12.g5 is most common. 

1 2 .\Wd2 has been played a few times, but is 
refuted nicely by: 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 v/m//"//;:;-;;/".� .. /£O"/J=' 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  b5 !  White cannot hold on to both his g4-
and e4-pawns and so his position will crumble. 
1 3 .g5 ( l 3 .a3 a5 hardly changes anything) 
1 3  . . .  b4 1 4 .gxf6 bxc3 1 5 .bxc3 .txf6=t Krutsky 
- Horak, Kouty nad Desnou 20 1 4. 

This feels like the strangest time of all to switch 
plans, having just ceded the e5-square. 

12  .. . tLJe5 13.tLJd2 
1 3 .g5? has been White's most common 

move but it j ust loses . 1 3  . . .  Ei:xc3! 1 4.bxc3 
( l 4.gxf6 Ei:xe3 1 5 .fxg7 'kt>xg7-+ is no better) 
1 4  . . .  tt'lxe4 1 5 .fxg6 hxg6 White's position 
has already collapsed. This position has been 
reached eleven times, with White's many 
different attempts garnering just half a point. 
One example continued: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 6.\We l tt'lxc3 1 7  . .td4 tt'lxe2t 1 8 .\Wxe2 \Wc8 
1 9 .Ei:f4 .tc6 20.\Wfl tt'l f3t 2 l .'kt>f2 tt'lxd4 
22.tt'lxd4 .td5 23 .\Wb5 .txd4t 24.Ei:xd4 \wf5t  
0-1 Fuglsang - Petursson, Copenhagen 1 997. 
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a b e d  e f g h 



2 1 2  Classical Variation 

13  .. J:hc3!? 
This exchange sacrifice is still promising for 

Black. 

14.bxc3 .ic6 l S  . .iO 
After l S .�d4 lZJxe4 1 6 .lZJxe4 �xe4 1 7.�d3 

�dS Black had good compensation, but 
following I B .gS ? gxfS ! 1 9 .�xfS e6 he was 
winning. White tried 20.�e3, to defend both 
the gS-pawn and indirectly defend the bishop 
on fS , but 20 . . .  lZJ c4 2 1 .�f4 �b6t 22.1'!f2 lZJe3 
forced resignation in Kotsur - Al. Sokolov, 
Nizhnij Novgorod 1 99B .  
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a b e d  e f g h 
l S  . . . dS; 

Black will regain at least a pawn for the 
exchange and White's position is extremely 
loose. Black has scored S/6 from this position. 
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B222) 12.gS 

a b e d  e f g h 

This has been played in virtually all the 
games to reach this position, but Black has 
done nothing to justify White's aggression. 

12  ... tiJxe4! 
This has only been played once, but it looks 

a strong piece sacrifice to me. White players 
who choose this variation obviously want to 
attack, so it makes 

oഀ0椀g h n�恆neeto­B�i 䀀

W h i t e t 2 䚐i>
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1 5 .tDc3N tDxd3t 1 6.cxd3 .bc3t 1 7.bxc3 
E1xc3 l S .0-0 E1xd3 1 9 .'lMfe2 'lMfd7+ The four 
pawns are worth more than the knight here. 

Our main line has followed Schuh - Imhof, 
Austria 1 995.  Here I like: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
15 ... d5!N 

Black looks to be winning. 

16.ttJxfS 
1 6 .tDf2 �xd3 1 7.tDxd3 �xd4! regains the 

piece after l S .tDxb4 �xe3 or l S .�xd4 tDxc2t .  

16 . . .  dxe4 17.ixe4 gxf5 18.ixfS e6 19.ie4 
�c4 20.id3 �h4 

Material may be even, but White's position 
is far too loose. 
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a b e d  e f g h 

21 .�bl id4 22.ixd4 ttJxd3t 23.�xd3 
�xd4 24.�e3 �d5 

White has no way to hold on to his 
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Again White has a choice o f  moves: 
B231) 13.id3, B232) 13.ltJxa5 and B233) 
13.ixa7. 

1 3 .�d4 �xe2 14 .'.Wxe2 tt:lc6 1 5 .�e3 tt:ld7+ was 
pleasant for Black in Simon - Za. Varga, Gyor 
1 99 1 .  White really needs to crash through 
immediately or his chronic dark square 
weaknesses will cost him. 

1 3 .g5 tt:ld7 doesn't get White anywhere. That's 
a juicy-looking outpost on e5 .  

B231)  13.id3 1tJd7 

1 3  . . .  d5 ! ?N is also interesting. The game seems 
to burn out to a roughly equal position after 
some crazy complications. 1 4 .e5 tt:ld7 1 5 .tt:lxa5 
'.Wxa5 1 6.�xc4 l:!xc4 1 7.tt:lxd5 tt:lxe5 1 8 .tt:lxe7t 
'it>h8 1 9 .f6 l:!xg4t 20.'it>h l �xf6 2 1 .l:!xf6 

a b e d  e f g h 

2 1 . . .'.Wb4! The threat of 22 . . .  '.We4t forces 
White to give back the piece: 22.tt:lxg6t hxg6 
23 .'.Wd5 '.We7= 

14.Whl 
14 .�xa7 is probably critical, but 14 . . .  b5 

1 5 .�e3 tt:le5 gives Black great compensation. 
For example: 1 6 .'.We2 b4 1 7.tt:ld5 �xd5 
1 8 .exd5 tt:lac4 1 9 .�d4 tt:lxd3 20.cxd3 �xd4t 
2 1 .tt:lxd4 '.Wb6� 

We have been following Castro - Postny, Evora 
2007, when simplest would be: 

a b e d  e f g h 
14 . . .  a6N 

Now we don't have to worry about any 
subsequent �xa7, and we'll follow up with 
. . .  tt:le5 and . . .  b5-b4. I don't know how White 
proposes to continue his attack. 

B232) 13.ltJxa5 'lWxa5 14.g5 

14 .�d4 as in Durao - Stets, Figueira da Foz 
20 1 0, should have been met with 1 4  . . .  tt:ld7N. 
Black is extremely comfortable. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
14 ... ltJxe4! 1 5.tlJxe4 'lWe5 16.id3 d5 

Thanks to the pin we'll regain the piece with 
an excellent position. White's only way to try 
and complicate is as follows: 
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17.f6N 
Black won quickly after 1 7.fXg6 hxg6 in 

Gatto - Lanz Calavia, corr. 1 988 .  

17 .. . exf6 18.gxf6 �h8 19.�h6 
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a b e d  e f g h 
19  .. . dxe4 20 . .bc4 E:fd8! 

Black still regains the piece. 

21 .i.xf7t 
2 1 .We2 Wd4H 

21 .. .@xf/ 22JWe2 �xf6 
22 . . .  :1'k6+ is a safe option. 

If White allows us to consolidate we're simply 
a pawn up, so I think he has to keep playing 
for complications. 
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a b e d  e f g h 

23.E:xf6t!? @xf6 24.E:f1 t @e6 2s.Wlg4t 
@dS+ 

Our king might look ridiculous but White 
doesn't have that many pieces to attack with, 
and our queen and e4-pawn provide good 
cover. White's king is also exposed. The line 
might continue: 

26.�gS @c6 27.E:f6t @bS! 28.Wle2t E:c4 
29.a4t @as! 30.�dlt E:xd2 31 .Wlxdlt 
@xa4 32.b3t 

32.Wd7t cJJa5 33 .Wd2t Ei:b4 and White 
runs out of checks. 

a b e d  e f g h 
32 .. . @a3 33.Wlc1t  @b4 

The computer informs me that 33 . . .  <;t>a2!?  is 
even stronger, as 34.Ei:fl Wc5t 35 .<;t>h l Ei:xc2 
36.Wa l t <;t>xb3 37.Ei:b l t <;t>c4 is apparently 
completely winning for Black. White has no 
way to generate threats against our nomadic 
king. 

34.Wldlt Wlc3 3S.Wld6t E:cS 
The checks have stopped and we can go 

about converting our material advantage. 

B233) 13.�xa7 

Grabbing this pawn looks extremely risky, but 
White is running out of healthy options. 

13 .. . �xe2 14.Wlxe2 
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a b e d  e f g h 
14 ... liM7!N 

I like this move, preventing White from 
dropping his bishop back to d4. 

IS.ttJdS 
1 5 .�d4?! doesn't really work: 1 5  . . .  ttJxb3 

1 6 .�xg7 tLlxa1  1 7 .�xfS <;t>xfS 1 S .\Wf2 tLle5+ 

1 5 .tLld1  defends the b2-pawn but is rather 
passive. 1 5  . . .  b6 1 6.tLlxa5 \Wc7! 1 7.tLlb3 \Wxa7 
Black's powerful bishop and strong outpost on 
e5, coupled with White's loose kingside, surely 
provide more than enough compensation for 
the pawn. 

IS ... ttJc6 16.i.e3 i.xb2 17J�abl  i.g7 
White's attack may look threatening, but 

we can defuse it with a well-timed . . .  e6, for 
example: 

a b e d  e f g h 

18.gS e6! 19.£6 exdS 20.fxg7 Wxg7 21 .exdS 
ttJceSi 

With such strong knights Black must be 
better. White needs his g5-pawn back on g2. 

B24) l 1 .gS ltJd7 

a b e d  e f g h 
White chooses between B241)  12.�d2 

and B242) 12.h4 in almost equal measure 
according to my database. 

1 2 .0-0 
This feels to me as though White has 
suddenly got cold feet. As I observed earlier, 
the plan of . . .  tLld7 -b6-c4 is an interesting 
one in these structures, so Black's normal 
response should come as no surprise: 

1 2  . . .  tLl b6 1 3 .f5 
White has tried 1 3 .E!:f2,  attempting to keep 
his position together, but Black continues: 
1 3  . . .  tLlc4 1 4 .�cl 

a b e d  e f g h 
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14 . . .  b5 !  1 5 .f5 .id7 1 6.'Llxb5 'Llxb2 1 7.Wfl 
.ie5+ Black was dominating in Lastin -
Yakovich, Elista 1 995 .  

1 3  . . .  .ic4 1 4  . .id3 d5 !  1 5 .exd5 'Llb4 1 6.d6 
This was all seen in Jarvenpaa - Kosmo, 
Helsinki 200S,  where Black's most accurate 
continuation would have been: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 6  . . .  'Ll4d5!N 1 7.'Llxd5 'Llxd5 l S  . .if2 Wxd6+ 
Black holds a clear advantage. 

Last summer I happened to reach this 
position again and was surprised by 1 2 .'Lld4.  
I continued: 12 . . .  'Ll c5 ( 1 2  . . .  Wb6N 1 3 .'Llxe6 
Wxe3 1 4.'LlxfS .ixc3t 1 5 .bxc3 Wxc3t 1 6.c;t>f2 
'Ll c5+ was another tempting option) 1 3 .'Llxc6 
( 1 3 .'Llxe6 fxe6 was my intention, putting 
pressure on the f4-pawn) 1 3  . . .  .ixc3t 1 4 .bxc3 
fi:xc6 1 5 .f5 gxf5 1 6.exf5 .ixf5 1 7.0-0 WcS 
l S .We 1 .ixc2 1 9 .Wh4 We6 20.fi:f3 We4 White 
didn't have much of an attack for the two 
pawns in Hinrichs - Jones, Helsingor 20 14 .  

B241)  12.Wdl lLlc5! 

We're offering a pawn to take over the dark 
squares . 

13.�f3 
1 3 .'Llxc5N dxc5 1 4.WxdS ( 1 4  . .ixc5 Wa5 !) 

14 . . .  fi:fxdS 1 5  . .ixc5 'Ll d4 is given by Chris 
Ward, who comments: "There would be 
serious pressure against White's queenside." 

In fact, White also has to watch out to keep his 
f4-pawn protected. With an uncontested dark­
squared bishop, Black stands better. 

1 3 .'Lld4 Moving the knight again feels 
extremely unnatural . 1 3  . . .  Wa5 ! Black already 
has a large advantage, but after 1 4 .a3? 
'Llxd4! 1 5 .b4 (or 1 5  . .ixd4 'Llxe4! 1 6.'Llxe4 
Wxd2t 1 7.c;t>xd2 .ixd4-+) 1 5  . . .  'Llxe2! he was 
completely winning in Maly - Van Asseldonk, 
Liberec 2009. 

Taking with the bishop doesn't solve White's 
problems either: 1 3  . .ixc5N dxc5 1 4 .'Llxc5 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 4  . . .  .id4! 1 5 .'Llxe6 .if2t 1 6.c;t>d1 fxe6 1 7  . .ic4 
Wxd2t l S .i>xd2 fi:cdSt 1 9 .c;t>e2 E!xf4+ 

The text was played in Yakovich - Grigoryan, 
Moscow 20 1 1 .  I recommend: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
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13 ... h5!N 
Black has a dangerous initiative. 

B242) 12.h4 

1 7 .0-0-0 
1 7.�d3 �xc3t 1 B .bxc3 Ei:xc3 1 9 .a4 �d7! 
20. md2 Ei:c5+ 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . . .  �e3t 1 B .cj;>b 1 Ei:xd l t  1 9 .Ei:xd 1 �xf4+ 
We can press in the ending with the bishop 

a b e d  e f g h p�L 

12 ... ttJc5! 
When I had this position I remembered my 

idea was to play . . .  ttJc5 at some point, but I 
prefaced it with the weaker 1 2  . . .  ttJb4. 

13.�f3 
1 3 .ttJd4?! was played in Cueto Chajtur -

Silva Lillo, Santiago 1 990. The same move 
was bad after 1 2 .Wd2 and even worse here. 
Mter 1 3  . . .  Wb6!N White would have to drop 
his knight back again: 1 4 .ttJb3 ( l 4 .ttJxe6 runs 
into 14 . . .  Wxb2! when the tactics work for 
Black) 14  . . .  Wb4! White loses material . 

We should check what happens if White grabs 
the pawn: 
1 3 .ttJxc5N dxc5 1 4 .WxdB 

The immediate 14 .�xc5? is met by: 14 . . .  Wa5 ! 
1 5 .�e3 Ei:fdB 1 6 .�d2 ( l 6 .�d3 doesn't help 
either: 1 6  . . .  ttJb4 1 7 .e5 �f5 1 B .0-0 liJxc2! 
1 9 .Wxc2 �xd3 20.Wg2 �xfl-+) 1 6  . . .  Wb6 
1 7.Wc1 Ei:xd2! I B .mxd2 ( l B .Wxd2 Wxb2 
1 9 .Ei:b 1 Wxc3-+) I B  .. .tLlb4 Black's attack is 
crushing. 

14 . . .  Ei:fxdB 1 5 .�xc5 liJd4 1 6 .�xd4 �xd4 
Black will regain the pawn with an edge. 

Surprisingly, a young Dmitry Kononenko 
allowed this position twice with White in 
the year he became an IM. Black has lots 
of pleasant choices, but I don't see why we 
shouldn't continue as we did in variation B24 1 :  
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a b e d  e f g h 
13 . . .  h5!N 

White's last was purely defensive so we can 
simply create additional threats . Of course 
. . .  b4 is one idea, but in fact . . .  liJa4 is even 
more annoying. 
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14.ttJxc5 
White doesn't have enough time to make 

anything from his early aggression on the 
kingside, as 1 4 .hS? !  can be met by 1 4  . . .  ttJa4! 
and we crash through on the queenside. 

1 4 .ttJd4 is an improvement over 1 3 .ttJd4, but 
Black is still in control with 1 4  . . .  "WaS+. 

14 .. . dxc5 15.�xd8 
l S .i.xcS ? !  "WaS ! is again extremely strong. 

15  .. J'Uxd8 16.@f2 
1 6 .i.xcS? !  fails to : 1 6  . . .  i.xc3t (or the 

immediate 1 6  . . .  ttJeS)  1 7 .bxc3 ttJeS !  1 8 .fxeS 
Ei:xcS sq the .iin 



Classical Variation 
a b e d  e f g h 

Other Aggressive Options 

Variation Index 
l .e4 c5 2.lLlf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.lLlxd4 lLlf6 5.lLlc3 g6 6.J.e2 J.g7 7.J.e3 

7 . . .  0-0 

A) 8.lLlb3 
B) 8.g4 d5 

Bl)  9.exd5?! 
B2) 9.e5 

C) 8.h4 lLlc6 9.h5 d5 
Cl) 10.lLlxc6 
C2) 10.hxg6 

B I) after 1 6.iWf3 
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a b c d e f g h 
1 6 . . .iWb5N 
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B2) after 1 7.fxe5 C2) after 1 6. f4 
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b c d e f g h a b c d e f g 
1 7  . . .  ih4t!N 1 6  . . .  :i"i:fc8N 
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l .e4 c5 v!l�f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.ttJxd4 lLlfG 
5.ttJc3 g6 6.�e2 �g7 7.�e3 

7.h4 feels somewhat premature when we 
have not yet castled. 7 . . .  lLl c6 8 .i.e3 h5 9 .'lWd2 
(9 .f3 0-0 1 0 .'lWd2 d5=) 9 . . .  lLlg4 1 0 .i.xg4 i.xg4 
1 1 . f3 i.d7= 
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a b e d  e f g h 
7 .. . 0-0 

I should note that with the lines I 've chosen 
you can also start with 7 . . .  lLlc6.  This cuts out 
most of this chapter, as 8 .g4?  is no longer 
playable. (8 .h4 transposes to the previous note) 
8 . . .  lLlxg4! 9.i.xg4 (9 .lLlxc6 lLlxe3 1 0 .lLlxd8 
lLlxd 1  1 1 .!'!:xd 1 �xd8+) 9 . . .  i.xg4 1 0 .'lWxg4 
( l 0 .lLlxc6 i.xd 1 1 1 .lLlxd8 i.f3 1 2 .lLlxf7 �xf7 
1 3 .!'!:gl i.e5+) 1 0  . . .  lLlxd4 Black is a clean 
pawn up. 

We will briefly cover A) 8.ttJb3, before moving 
on to the aggresive pawn thrusts B) 8.g4 and 
C) 8.h4. 

8 .f3 lLlc6 9 .'lWd2 transposes to variation C of 
Chapter 1 2 . 

A) 8.ttJb3 

From time to time White starts this way. 

8 .. . ttJc6 
White now has a variety of options to 

transpose elsewhere, but there are a couple of 
standalone continuations. 

9.g4 
9 .h4 is the other independent try, but 

now I don't see much logic for the knight 
dropping back to b3. 9 . . .  h5 seems the most 
sensible: 1 0 .f3 i.e6 1 1 .g4? !  (The sacrifice 
doesn't work out but 1 1 .'lWd2N d5 1 2 .exd5 
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1 1  .. . Lg4! 
The key move to remember. 

12.Lg4 lDxg4 13.VNxg4 lDxc2t 14.<;f{e2 
lDxal 15Jhal Lc3 16.bxc3 VNxd5 

Practice has proved that the rook and two 
pawns are stronger than the two pieces here. 
White's main problem is that he can't generate 
any attacking chances with such a weak king, 
so he'll instead have to suffer in the ending. 

B) 8.g4 

This line has similarities to the Rabinovich 
Attack. However, as White has not yet dropped 
his knight back to b3 we can strike back in the 
centre immediately with: 

8 •.. d5 
At this point Bl) 9.exd5?! seems too 

loosening, while B2) 9.e5 requires more care. 

Bl) 9.exd5?! 

This feels really wrong to me; what is the pawn 
on g4 doing with an open centre? 

a b e d  e f g h 
9 ..• lDxd5 1O.lDxd5 VNxd5 1 l  . .if3 VNa5t 
12.c3 �d8 13.0-0 

White is actually lucky he has this move to 
be only slightly worse. 

1 3 ."\We2? loses at once: 1 3  . . .  �xd4 1 4 .�xd4 
�xd4 1 5 .b4 Wc7 1 6 .cxd4 Wc3t 1 7 .Wd2 
Wxf3 0-1 Zminda - Gajdamowicz, Wroclaw 
20 1 1 .  
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a b e d  e f g h 
13  ... Ld4! 14.cxd4 lLlc6 15  . .ixc6 

I don't like this move either, but White is 
worse anyway. For example, 1 5 .d5 tLJe5+ or 
1 5 .�c1 Wxa2+ or 1 5 .a3 �e6+. 

15  .•. bxc6 16.VNf3 
H. Bosboom - Haridas, Brighton 20 1 3 .  

a b e d  e f g h 
16  .. . VNb5N 17.b3 .ie6i 

White will be subjected to a miserable 
defence. 
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B2) 9.e5 �e4 

a b e d  e f g h 
Having access to the e4-square is the reason 

that we can get away with . . .  d5 without first 
playing . . .  ttJc6.  

10.f4 
White's only ambitious continuation. 

1 0 .ttJxe4 dxe4 
This promises White nothing. 

l 1 .e6 
l 1 . f4? exf3 1 2  . .ixf3 in Jonas - Percze, 
Hungary 20 1 0, should have been met by: 
1 2  . . .  ttJd7!N 1 3 .e6 ttJe5 1 4.0-0 ttJ c4! Black 
wins material . 

1 1  . . .  fxe6 
Black has a terrible-looking structure but we 
do have an extra pawn. Meanwhile, White's 
pawn on g4 is extremely misplaced. 

1 2 .'lMrd2 
Kiltti - Salmensuu, Finland 2005 .  

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  ttJc6N 
I suggested this on Chess Publishing. I think 
White should probably accept he's worse 
and play: 

1 3 .0-0-0 .ixd4 
1 3  . . .  'lMrd5 ! ?  is an option if you wish to keep 
more material on the board. 

1 4  . .ixd4 ttJxd4 1 5 .'lMrxd4 'lMrxd4 1 6.Eixd4 Eixf2 
1 7.Eixe4 b6 

White should try to hold the slightly worse 
ending, but of course he won't have much fun. 

10 .. . �xc3 1 l .bxc3 lLlc6 12.h4 
With his queenside compromised, White 

gambles everything on crashing through on 
the kingside. 

Personally I think 1 2 .0-0N is more sensible, 
but it's not really in the spirit of White's hyper­
aggressive opening. If White does choose to 
play slowly I would probably continue with 
1 2  . . .  ttJa5 ( 1 2  . . .  g5 ! ?) 1 3 .Eib l b6+ followed by 
. . .  .ib7, . . .  'lMrd7 and . . .  ttJc4. White has to watch 
out for us opening the position with . .  .f6 and I 
don't see his plan. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
12 ... f6! 

Unfortunately for White, we can open the 
centre before his attack lands. 

13.exf6 ixf6 14.h5 e5 15.�xc6 bxc6 
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16.hxg6 
1 6.fxe5 �xe5 1 7 .hxg6? White had to defend 

c3, but he was already clearly worse in any 
event. 1 7  . . .  �xc3t I S .�d2 'lWf6 1 9 .9xh7t WhS 
20.'lWc 1 �a6 2 1 .Elh2 'lWfl t !  0-1 Balaskas -
Andreakos, Athens 1 993. 

16 . . .  hxg6 17.fxeS 
We have been following Douthwaite -

Fiedler, Toronto 1 995 .  Here I 'd prefer: 

a b e d  e f g h 
17 ... ih4t!N 

Instead Black won quickly after: 1 7  . . .  �xe5 
l S .'lWd3 'lWf6 1 9 .0-0-0 �e6? !  ( l 9  . . .  �d7! was 
a better route, as the bishop doesn't get in the 
way so much after 20.Elh6 �eS) 20.Elh6 �f7 
2 1 .Elfl (2 1 .g5!) 2 1 . . .'lWd6 22. cj;ld1 ? !  (22 .�d4! 
would have put Black under pressure) 
22 . . .  ElabS 23.Wd2 c5 24.�g5 ? c4 25 .'lWf3 d4 
26.�f6 dxc3t Here White resigned but, as you 
can see, the game was not perfect. 

18Jlxh4 
I think this is White's best practical chance. 

l S .cj;ld2 �g5 ! 
Putting White under significant pressure. 
We will follow my engines' attempts to 
defend White's position. 

1 9 .Elh3 
1 9 .'lWg1 d4! also looks good for Black. 

20 .�xg5 'lWxg5t 2 1 .We 1  dxc3 22.Eld 1 'lWxe5 
Now White is forced to trade queens with 
23 .'lWh2, when 23 . . .  'lWxh2 24.Elxh2 ElbS+ 
gives Black good winning chances in the 
ending. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 9  . . .  �xe3t 20.Elxe3 d4 2 1 .�c4t Wg7 22.Ele4 
dxc3t 23 .Wxc3 'lWa5t 24.cj;lb2 'lWb4t 25 .cj;lc1  
'lWa3t 26.W b 1  

Th e  engine now started t o  realize that Black 
was simply winning. 

26 . . .  �a6 27.�b3 Elfl 2S .Ele1  ElafS 
We will net White's queen. 

18 ... Wixh4t 19.i>d2 �H'7 
Our queen on h4 prevents any White attack. 

He would probably be well advised to offer the 
trade: 

2o.Wihl 

a b e d  e f g h 
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2o . . .  Wlxhl 21 .gxhl gh7 22.gg1 gh2i 
Black is obviously better. White has some 

drawing chances with the pawn for the 
exchange, but we can probe for a long time. 

C) 8.h4 

A line that was fashionable a long, long time 
ago! 

a b e d  e f g h 
8 ... lik6 

This actually transposes ro a position that was 
played twice in the 1 958  World Championship 
match between Smyslov and Botvinnik. 

9.hS dS 
The thematic centre counter to a flank 

attack. White has two options: Cl) lo.llhc6 
and C2) IO.hxg6. 

Cl)  IO.tlJxc6 bxc6 1 1 .eS llJe4 12.llJxe4 
dxe4 13.hxg6 

1 3 .j,d4 j,f5 ! ?N An interesting way to try and 
exploit White's move order. After 1 4 .hxg6 
j,xg6 the bishop does a good job combining 
attack and defence, as we've seen elsewhere. 

13 ... hxg6 14.i.d4 
1 4 .\Wxd8 was the ex-World Champion's 

more recent choice. After 1 4  . . .  l"i:xd8 1 5 .j,f4 
j,e6 1 6 .l"i:d 1 l"i:d5 1 7.l"i:xd5 cxd5 1 8 .'it>d2 d4 

Black was comfortable. The prodigy went 
on to beat the legend in Smyslov - Bacrot, 
Albert (3) 1 996. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
14 .. . WldS 

1 4  . . .  j,e6! ?  also looks sensible. 1 5 .j,c3 
( 1 5 .\Wd2 c5 1 6 .j,c3 \Wxd2t 1 7 .'�xd2 f6N is 
fine for Black) A computer battle continued: 
1 5  . . .  \Wd5 ! ?  1 6.\Wc l l"i:fd8 1 7 .\We3 c5 1 8 .l"i:h4 
j,f5 1 9 .'it>f1 l"i:ab8 20.b3 

a b e d  e f g h 

20 . . .  l"i:b4! Here the dark-squared bishop is 
worth a rook. An enterprising move from 
the engine! 2 1 .j,xb4 \Wxe5 22.l"i:d 1 l"i:xd l t  
23 .j,xd 1 cxb4 24.\Wxa7 \Wa 1 White's loose 
king and scattered pieces promised Black good 
compensation in Hiarcs 1 3 .2 - Naum 4.2, 
engine game 20 1 1 .  
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Perhaps White should try 1 5 .c4N, but C2) 10.hxg6 hxg6 1 1 .exd5 
after 1 5  . . .  �e6 1 6.�c2 c5 !  ( 1 6  . . .  ia6 1 7.�xe4 
ixc4= is a more solid option) 1 7.�xe4 l l .ttJxc6 bxc6 1 2.e5 ttJe4 1 3 .ttJxe4 dxe4 would 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . . .  cxd4 ( l 7  . . .  ib7!? also looks interesting) 
1 8 .�xa8 �b6 Black has a lot of play for the 
exchange. 

15"Jl:d8 16Jl:dl 'lWxa2! 17.'lWf4 
Galakhov - Ziatdinov, Tashkent 1 977. Here 

I like: 

17".ie6N 
We will be able to counter effectively if 

White continues in an aggressive manner: 

18.'lWh4 
1 8 .�xe4 �a4+ 
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a b e d  e f g h 
18"Jl:xd4! 19J1:xd4 'lWxb2 20.'lWxe4 id5+ 

Black has superb winning chances. 

simply transpose to variation C l .  
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a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 ".ttJxd5 12.ttJxc6 bxc6 13.ttJxd5 'lWxd5 

1 3  . . .  cxd5N also looks reasonable if you wish 
to keep the queens on the board. The positions 
are quite double-edged; White has an open 
h-file but nowhere safe for his own king. 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 
1 

L=J'=-/' 

a b e d  e f g h 

a) 1 4 .ih6 can be met with 1 4  . . .  ixb2 1 5 .ixf8 
�a5t 1 6.'it>f1 'it>xf8 1 7.2"1b l �xa2 and Black 
is not worse. 

b) 14 .�d2 �d6 1 5 .2"1d l 2"1d8 1 6.if3 ia6 
would prevent White from castling. After 
1 7.�a5 d4! ?  Black has a dangerous initiative. 

c) 1 4 .c3 �c7 1 5 .�d2 2"1d8 is unclear. 
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14JWxd5 ad5 1 5.0-0-0 .ib7 16.f4 Conclusion 
This was all played in Smyslov - Botvinnik, 

Moscow (5) 1 958 .  An improvement over 
Botvinnik's play would be: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
16  .. J�fc8N 

With an equal position.  

This chapter has dealt with some additional 
aggressive options that White may have stored 
in his armoury. In the first section we are 
reminded again that a poorly prepared g2-g4 is 
often well met by the . . .  d5 break in the centre. 

The most significant White try was 8 .h4, 
which transposed to a position tested by 
Smyslov at World Championship level. The 
move is interesting and certainly has some 
merit, but my analysis shows that Black has 
nothing to fear - playing for a win should 
White make the slightest error. 



Fianchetto Variation 
a b e d  e f g h 

Introduction 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 cS 2.�f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.�xd4 �f6 S.�c3 g6 6.g3 � c6 7 . .tg2 

7 . . .  �xd4 8.llNxd4 .tg7 

A) 9.a4 0-0 
AI) lO.llNb4 
A2) lO.aS 

B) 9.eS �g4 10.f4 � h6 1 1 ..td2!? 
B1)  1 1 . . .  �f5 
B2) 1 1 . . .  0-0 12.0-0-0 .tg4 1 3J:!:de 1  .te6 

14 . .txb7!? �b8 l S  . .tdS dxeS 16.fxeS 
B2 1)  16 . . .  �f5N 
B22) 16 . . .  aSN 

C) 9.0-0 0-0 
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Cl)  10.h3 .te6 
C1 1 )  1 1 .llNb4 
C12) 1 1 .llNd1 

C2) 10.llNd3 

A I )  note to 1 1 .e5N 

LmjM" '�";;/"" "mm.r//" .;;;;,P'H//l 

a b c d e f g h 
1 4  . . .  l2k5!N 
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82) note to 1 4 .�xb7!? 

,mm ,,,,,,r_ ,,,,,·f,m'.,,,,,j-_'.,,,,,," 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 8  . . . l"lxc3! ?N 

C2) after 1 5 .tt:l c2 

23 1 
23 1 
232 
233 
234 

23S 
236 
238 
239 
240 
240 
241 
241 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 5  . . .  Wd7!N 
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l .e4 cS 2.lLla d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.lLlxd4 lLlf6 
S.lLlc3 g6 6.g3 tL
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White can try expanding on the queenside 
with A) 9.a4, while B) 9.eS has recently been 
played at a high level and must be checked 
carefully. Finally, C) 9.0-0 is White's most 
common choice by far. 

9.i.g5 0-0 1 0 :\Wd2 (for 1 0 .0-0 see the note on 
1 O .i.g5 in variation C) 10 . . .  Wb6!?  1 l .0-0-0?! 
It was better to give the pawn, as now Black 
has a typical queenside attack while White has 
nothing on the kingside. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 l . . .i.e6 1 2 .i.e3 Wa6 1 3 .a3 Ei:fcS 1 4 .i.d4 b5 
1 5 .i.fl Ei:abS White was unable to slow Black's 
attack and had to resign a few moves later in 
Calego - Li Chao, Reykjavik 20 14 .  

9.i.e3?!  was tried once by  Vassily Ivanchuk, 
against none other than Carry Kasparov, but 
this is the wrong square for the bishop. 9 . . .  0-0 
1 0 .Wd2 ltJg4 1 l .i.f4 i.e6 1 2 .0-0 Ei:cS+ 

a b e d  e f g h 

Black was comfortable in Mrva - Szalanczy, 
Budapest 1 993.  

A) 9.a4 

This move is seen from time to time. White 
grabs some space on the queenside. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
9 .. . 0-0 

We immediately reach another split: White 
can play AI) IO.Wfb4 or A2) IO.aS .  

AI) IO.Wfb4 

White attempts to slow our development by 
putting pressure on b7. 

IO ... i.e6!? 
This still looks playable to me. 

a b e d  e f g h 
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1 l .e5N 
1 1 .Wi'xb7 ttJ d7 1 2 .ttJd5? !  ( 1 2 .0-0 is better 

but Black still has good compensation for 
the pawn after 1 2  . . .  a5) 1 2  . .  J::lb8 1 3 .Wi'c6 
.ixd5 White was already in trouble, but after 
1 4 .exd5 ?  Black could have ended matters 
immediately in Zawadzki - lzoria, Litohoto 
1 999: 

a b e d  e f g h 

16.tL\d5 .ixal 17.0-0 :ga8 
The game could potentially burn out with: 

18.tL\xe7t 'it>g7 19.\Wb7 :gxa4 20 . .ixe4 :ge8 
21 .i.b2t i.xb2 22.\Wxb2t f6 23.i.c6 :gxc4 
24.he8 

24.Wi'b3 ttJe7= 
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1 4  . . .  ttJc5 !N There is no escape route for the a b e d  e f g h 
white queen. 24 \Ut 7 .. . axe 

1 l  . . . dxe5 12.\Wxb7 :gb8 
12 . . .  e4 1 3 .0-0 Wi'c8 also gives Black decent 

play. 

13.\Wxa7 i.c4!? 14.b3 e4 15.bxc4 tLlg4C11 
A messy position .  Apart from hitting the 

knight, Black also threatens . . .  .id4xf2t,  so the 
following sequence is advisable for White: 

White has a problem with his bishop, but it 
should still be a draw. 

25.\Wb8 
25 . .ib5 ?  :gb4 26.Wi'a3 ttJxf2!=t 

25 .. . :gxc2 26.i.a4= 
That line was hardly forced, but it served as 

an interesting sample line all the same. 

A2) 10.a5 i.e6 1 1 .\Wb4 :gc8! 12.0-0 

1 2 .Wi'xb7 :gc7 1 3 .Wi'b4 .ic4+ White's king is 
stuck in the centre, granting Black more than 
enough compensation for the pawn. 

12 .. . tLlg4 13.h3 
1 3 .Wi'xb7 :gc7 14 .Wi'b4 Wi'd7+ is similar to the 

main line. 

So far this is Zlatanovic - Radosavljevic, 
Pozarevac 2009. Now I like the following 
sequence: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
13 ... c!iJe5N 14.'Wxh7 �c7 15 .'Wh4 'Wd7 
16.�h2 �c4 17.'Wa3 �c5i 

White finds himself in some difficulty. His 
primary problem is holding on to the b2- and 
c2-pawns. Black has well-coordinated pieces , 
a significant lead in development and an easy 
plan of putting pressure on White's queenside. 

B) 9.e5 

This has been played a couple of times by 
Vladimir Onischuk recently. Of course we 
should check this as it must be the most 
critical . 

8 
7 
6 
5 

4 

3 
2 

a b e d  e f g h 
9 ... c!iJg4 

This square seems the most logical to me. 

10.f4 
1 O .Wa4t? !  .id7 I 1 .Wb3 tLlxe5 1 2 .Wxb7 Ei:b8 

1 3 .Wxa7 tLlc6 14 .We3 tLld4't Black must be 
much better. True, White is a pawn up, but 
Black dominates the centre and White will 
struggle to defend his pawns and develop his 
queenside. 

10 .•. c!iJh6 
Dropping the knight back immediately 

prevents it being locked out of the game. 

10 . . .  0-0 l 1 .h3 tLl h6 1 2 .g4 might be okay, but 
the knight looks rather awkward. 

8 i. �.t�. � �.i 
7 �ra''' '%_r_'l 
6 

"" ,%� �. ""%� 'l�� 
5 �� H"��� �� ��""%���

.
%� 

4 � �� �O% � �% '''/d�' ' ' '%� "" ' %a;:,i''iJ � 

3 �"l!I)Zl� �� 80", 2 �1�A�f0'0���1[j% 
1 � � W � g 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 ..id2!? 

White intends to castle long. This had 
seldom been played before this year, but there 
have now been a few high-rated engine battles 
so maybe we can say this is cutting-edge theory. 

l 1 .h3 tLl f5 is obviously not working. 

After 1 1 .0-0 0-0 White is in danger of being 
overextended. (Chris Ward gives 1 1 . . .tLl f5 
1 2 .Wfl dxe5 1 3 .Ei:d 1 . I believe Black's position 
is playable, but White has quite dangerous 
compensation for the pawn.)  The reason 
behind delaying . . .  tLlhf5 can be seen after 
1 2 .Ei:d 1 .ig4! .  
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Now B1)  1 1 .. .ltH5 is a quieter continuation, 
but I will also present some of the fascinating 
computer-assisted lines that arise after 
B2) 1 1  . . . 0-0. 

Bl)  1 1 .. .lLlfS 

This is probably the safer option - for both 
sides. 

12.'?Me4 .id7!? 
1 2  . . .  dxe5N should also be considered. 

I imagine White's idea might be to play 
1 3 .0-0-0! ? . 

a b e d  e f g h 
13.'?Mxb7 gb8 14.'?Mxa7 gxb2 15.0-0-0! 

A move that would be difficult for any 
human to play, but computers have no fear! 

15 ... '?Mb8 16.'?Mxb8t gxb8 
Black still has strong pressure despite the 

queen exchange. 

17.lLld5 0-0 18.g4 e6 19.9xf5 
1 9 .ct'lf6t was tried in the other game to reach 

this position. 1 9  . . .  �xf6 20.exf6 ct'lh4 2 1 .ghg l 
gfc8 22.�e l �a4 23.gd2 ct'lxg2 24.ggxg2 �c6 
White still has his extra pawn but he's unlikely 
to be able to exploit it. His structure isn't great, 
Black still has decent queenside pressure, and 
if the rooks get exchanged we have a drawn 

opposite-coloured-bishop ending. In Yucateco 
- Jin38, engine game 20 1 5 , Black had no 
problem holding the draw. 

19  .. . exd5 20.fxg6 
20.f6 can be met with 20 . . .  gfc8! 2 1 .fxg7? 

�f5+. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
20 . . .  hxg6 21 .hd5 gfc8 22 . .ib3 dxe5 
23.fxe5 .ixe5 

Again White has managed to retain his extra 
pawn, but Black still has strong pressure. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
24 . .ie3 .ifS 25.gd5 gxb3! 26.axb3 gxc2t 
27.'it'dl gal 28.gxe5 .ig4t 29.�d gaIt 
30.�d2 gxbl=  

They were left in  a drawn endgame in  JPN -
Jin38,  engine game 20 1 5 . 
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B2) 1 1 ...0-0 12.0-0-0 i.g4 
13.:Bde1 i.e6 14.,bb7!? 

The latest word. To a human this looks suicidal, 
but if an engine can't see mate it will take the 
material on offer. The alternatives don't put 
any pressure on Black. 

14 .a3 Here I 'd centralize the knight. 1 4  . . .  ltJfSN 
(l4 . . .  dxeS,  happily exchanging queens, has 
been Black's choice in a couple of games. 
l S .'lWxdB E1fxdB 1 6 .fxeS E1d7 1 7.i.f4=) I S .'lWf2 
dxe5 1 6 .fxe5 ltJd4t Black has good attacking 
chances. 

14 .'lWb4 E1cB 1 5 .'lWxb7 E1c7 1 6 .'lWa6 dxe5 
1 7.fxe5 ltJg4 1 B .i.f4 

Here I would be itching to play: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 B  . . .  E1xc3! ?N 
1 B  . . .  E1c5 1 9 .'lWxa7 'lWcB 20.'lWb6 ltJxe5 
2 1 .i.xe5 i.xe5 22.i.b7 'lWc7 23 .'lWxc7 i.xc7 
Black had enough compensation for the 
pawn in Hannibal l .4b - Houdini 4, engine 
game 20 1 4. 

1 9 .bxc3 'lWc7 20.'lWa3 E1bB 
Black is currently the exchange and a pawn 
down, but the e5-pawn looks likely to 
drop and Black has an extremely powerful 
initiative. I think a carbon-based life-form 
would struggle to defend. 

2 1 .i.h3 ! 
This seems to be forced. 

2 1 .h4 a5!  The point is to prevent White from 
challenging on the b-file. 22.h5 'lWb6-+ 

a b e d  e f g h 

2 1 . . .'lWb7 
2 1 . . .E1b7!? 

22.'lWb4 'lWcB� 
Black will have at least a repetition and can 

play for more. 

a b e d  e f g h 
14 .. . :Bb8 15 .i.d5 dxe5 16.fxe5 

I analysed this position for quite a long 
time. Black has many plausible-looking 
continuations and I 've offered a couple of 
interesting lines: B21)  16 .. . llJ5N and B22) 
16 .. . a5N . 

1 6  . . .  E1b6 was the choice in Stockfish 6 -
Chiron 2, engine game 20 1 5 , but feels a bit 
unnatural to me. 
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B21) 16  .. . tLlfSN 

Bringing the knight back into the game with 
gain of tempo is logical . 
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a b e d  e f g h 
17.�d3 
1 7 .iWe4 iWb6 I S .b3 

I S .�b3 tLld4 looks like excellent 
compensation .  

IS  . . .  Ei:fdS 1 9 .Ei:d l iWc5 20.�xe6 fxe6= 
Black's structure looks ugly, but the 
e5-pawn is dropping and he will have a 
strong initiative. The engine reckons that to 
stay equal White has to find: 

2 1 .tLle2 
2 1 .Ei:he I ? ! fails to 2 1 . . .Ei:xd2! .  

a b e d  e f g h 

2 1 . . .�xe5 
Black has lots of options. 
2 1 . . .tLld6!?  is also interesting. Of course the 

knight is poisoned: 22.exd6 iWa3t 23.@b l 
iWb2# 

22.@ b l  Ei:xd2! ?  23.Ei:xd2 tLld6 24.iWg4 tLlc4 
Black has the easier position. 

17 ... �b6 18.tLla4 
I S .b3? !  Ei:fdS+ The pin is extremely awkward. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
18  .. . �c7 19.i.xe6 fxe6 

An interesting position:  White is a pawn 
up and has the better structure, but Black's 
pieces are active and he can generate dangerous 
attacking cs
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22.�e4 �xe4 23.l"lxfSt l"lxfS 24.l"lxe4 l"lfl t 
25 .l"le 1 l"lf2= Black's play on the kingside will 
come quickly. 

2o.if4 White supports his e5-pawn, but now 
his queen and knight will get hit around. 
20 . . .  l"lfdS 2 1 .�c3 �b7 22.ttJc5 �b6 

a b e d  e f g h 

23.a3!?  Preparing to support the knight on c5 .  
(23 .ttJb3 l"lbcS 24.�a5 �c6 25 .c3 l"ld5 26.�a3 
ixe5!?  27.ixe5 l"lxe5=) 23 . . .  a5 24.l"ld l l"ldcS 
25 .b4 axb4 26.axb4 �xb4 27.�xb4 l"lxb4 
2S.ttJxe6 l"lbc4 29 .l"ld2 h6 30.h4 l"lSc6= Black 
has ongoing pressure and is certainly not 
worse. 

20.c3 l"lfdS 2 1 .�a6 
The only square for the white queen. 
2 1 .�c2? l"lxd2! 22.�xd2 ih6-+ 

a b e d  e f g h 

2 l . . .l"ld4! 
Black has dangerous threats . 

22.l"lhfl 
22.�xe6t?  �hS 23 .�a6 l"lbb4 24.b3 l"lxa4! 
25 .bxa4 ih6!-+ 
22.b3 l"lbdS 23 .if4 l"lxa4 24.�xa4 �xc3t 
25 .�b l g5 26.ixg5 ixe5 27.l"lxe5 �xe5= 
22.l"lhgl  �hS!?  is unclear. 

22 . . .  l"lbb4 23.�xe6t 'it>hS 24.l"lxf5 gxf5 25 .b3 
l"le4 26.c4 l"lexc4t 27.bxc4 l"lxa4 2S .�xf5 
�xc4t 

2S . . .  l"lxc4t! ?  
29 .�c2 �xc2t 30.�xc2 l"lxa2t= 
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a b e d  e f g h 
20 .. J�bc8!? 

20 . . .  l"lfdS 2 1 .�c3 �d7 22.ttJc5 �d5 23 .ttJb3 
a5 24.�xa5 l"lb5 25 .�c3 ixe5 26.�d3 �xd3 
27.cxd3 l"lxd3 Black has regained material 
parity but is probably a touch worse due to 
his inferior structure - though I don't think it 
should be the end of the world. 

21 .c3 �a5 22.�e4 E:fd8 23.b3 
23.g4 ttJd4 24.b3 ttJb5-+ White has to watch 

out for sacrifices on both d2 and c3 . 

23 .. J�d5 
The e5-pawn is dropping. The position is 

highly complex, but I certainly don't think 
Black's practical chances are worse with White's 
queenside so loose. 
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B22) 16 • • •  a5N 

Taking control of the b4-square and grabbing 
some space on the queenside. 

a b e d  e f g h 
17 • .if4 

I concentrated on this approach as this is 
how Stockfish played the stem game. 

1 7.<;t>b 1 tLl f5 1 B .Wd3 Wc7 1 9 .�xe6 fxe6 This 
feels like a better version of variation B2 1 .  
White can try to block up the queenside 
with 20 .tLlb5 Wb7 2 1 .c4, but Black will at 
least regain the pawn: 2 1 . . .EI:fdB 22 .Wc2 tLld4 
23 .tLlxd4 EI:xd4 24.�c3 EI:xc4= 

1 7.We4 EI:b4 ( l 7  . . .  Wd7!?  would ask White 
how he plans to continue) 1 B .Wd3 ( l B .Wg2 
Wd7 1 9 .h3 tLl f5�) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 B  . . .  tLlg4 ( l B  . . .  Wb6 1 9 .�xe6 Wxe6 
20.tLld5 EI:b7� also gives Black reasonable 
compensation) 1 9  .�xe6 Wxd3 20.cxd3 fxe6 
Black regains the pawn with an equal position, 
as 2 1 .�f4?!  tLl f2!  wins the exchange. 

1 7.a3 This could be White's automatic reaction, 
but the inclusion of the a-pawn moves favours 
Black: 1 7  . . .  EI:cB 1 B .We4 �f5 1 9 .Wg2 �b6 
Black has strong counterplay. 

17 • •  ."\Wc7 18.,ixe6 
1 B .EI:d 1 EI:fdB 1 9 .EI:he l EI:b4 20.Wd2 tLlf5 

Black has strong pressure for the pawn. 

1 B .�b3 EI:b4 1 9 .Wf2 EI:fbB also looks dangerous. 

18  • • •  fx:e6 
Again we have this odd structure. It may 

look ugly, but Black's e6-pawn does a useful 
job controlling the d5-square and Black's 
pieces all have a lot of potential. Watch out for 
. . .  g5 ideas in certain positions to activate the 
g7 -bishop. The game might continue: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
19."\Wd3 

1 9 .EI:d l tLlf7= 

19 . . .  EI:fd8 20.�a6 EI:dc8 21 .�xe6t @h8 
White may be two pawns up, bur he has to 

be careful defending his king. 



Chapter 1 5  - Introduction 239 

22J�e4 
22.�d2 a4 23.!:lhfl lLl f5 Black has a strong 

initiative. 

22 ... !:lxb2 
22 . . .  a4! ?  is a good alternative if you wish to 

continue attacking. 

23.!:lc4 
The point behind White's last, otherwise he 

would be in a lot of trouble. 

a b e d  e f g h 
23 ... �xc4 24.�xc4 E!xc4 2S.i>xb2 l£lg4= 

Black will regain the e5-pawn with a level 
ending. 
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C) 9.0-0 0-0 

a b e d  e f g h 

White can prepare to retreat his queen with 
Cl) 10.h3 or immediately move from the line 
of fire with C2) 10.�d3. 

1 O .�c4 looks a foolish choice of square as 
the white queen will be hit again, bur it has 
been the choice of a few strong players. A 
recent game continued 1 O  . . .  �e6 1 1 .lLl d5 !:lc8 
1 2 .�b3 b5 1 3 .c3 lLlxd5 1 4 .exd5 �d7 1 5 .!:le 1 
a5= Fedorov - Artemiev, Voronezh 20 14 .  

1 O .a4 i s  of  course similar to 9 .a4 .  1 O  . . .  �e6 
1 1 .�b4 a5 1 2 .�xb7 lLld7 is simply a different 
move order to reach a position given in the 
note to White's 1 1  th move in variation A I , in 
which Black has good compensation .  

1 O .�g5 h6 White doesn't have a particularly 
good square for his bishop. 1 1 .�d2 �e6 
1 2 .!:lfe 1  lLld5 1 3 .�a4 Movsesian - Shirov, 
Dordrecht 1 999, when best is: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3  . . .  lLlxc3N 1 4.�xc3 �xc3 1 5 .bxc3 �c7+ 

1 0.�b4 is quite similar to the lines with 
a2-a4. It used to be the main move, bur 
1 0  . . .  a5! causes White some problems: 1 1 .�b3 
( I  1 .�b5 lLld7! followed by . . .  b6 still leaves the 
white queen a job extricating herself) 1 1 . . .�e6 
1 2 .lLld5 ( I 2 .�xb7 lLld7+ is actually the same 
position as one we saw just above via 1 0 .a4, 
bur with White's pawn still on a2) 12 . . .  a4 
1 3 .�xb7 lLlxd5 1 4.exd5 �f5 1 5 .�g5 
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a b e d  e f g h 

1 5  . . .  Wb8! 1 6.Wxb8 :gfxb8+ Black's queenside 
pressure proved too much in the elite 
encounter, Adams - Kramnik, Wijk aan Zee 
1 998 .  

8 
7 
6 
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Cl) IO.h3 �e6 

a b e d  e f g h 
White's choice of queen moves comes down 

to Cl 1)  1 1 .Wfb4 or C12) 1 1 .Wdl .  

Cl 1)  1 1 .Wfb4 Wfc8! 

Defending b7 and eyeing the h3-pawn. 

12.e5 
This was once played against me. 
1 2 . It> h2 allowed Boris Gelfand to seize the 

initiative with: 1 2  . . .  a5! 1 3 .Wa3 b5! White had 
nothing better than 1 4 .ltJd5 ixd5 1 5 .exd5 
Wxc2+ in Svidler - Gelfand, Polanica Zdroj 
2000. 

1 2 .ig5 was played in Kashtanov - Bocharov, 
Dos Hermanas 2004. Black has lots of 
tempting moves, but the simplest would be: 
1 2  . . .  h6N 1 3 .ie3 ( l 3 .ixf6 ixf6+ is obviously 
lousy for White) 1 3  . . .  a5 Black wins the 
h3-pawn for free as 14 .Wb6 ltJd7 1 5 .Wb5 ic4 
wins the exchange. 

a b e d  e f g h 
12  . • .  dxe5 13.Wfxe7 

1 3 .ixb7?! Wb8! and the pin nets Black 
material . 

1 3 .Wxb7?! drops a pawn after 1 3  . . .  Wxb7 
1 4 .ixb7 ixh3+. 

1 3 .@h2 I considered that this was probably 
White's best, simply ignoring the pawns. On 
Chess Publishing I gave the following line: 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 
'"" , J'c=/'" 

F''''''',,,,,,,/,, 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 3  . . .  :gd8! 14 .Wxb7 Wxb7 1 5 .ixb7 :gab8 
1 6 .ic6 if5 1 7.ia4 ltJe4 The pressure on 
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White's position means it's difficult for him to 
develop his queenside. 

13 ... hl3 14JWxb7 
This was Heidenfeld - Jones, Bunratty 20 1 1 , 

when simplest would have been: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
14 ... Wfxb7N lS . .L:b7 �ab8 16.�g2 �f5!; 

Black is winning the c-pawn. 

C12) 1 1 .Wfd1 

This was the point of h2-h3 , as now the queen 
won't get hit by . . .  �g4 . 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 .. .Wfc8 12.@h2 Wfc4 13.a4 

1 3 .li:ld5 li:lxe4 1 4 .li:lxe7t \tJh8 leaves the 
white knight caught behind enemy lines. 

13 ... �ac8 14.aS liJd7 l S.�a3 Wfc7!? 
Preparing Black's next. 

The straightforward 1 5  . . .  �fd8N was also 
possible. 1 6 .f4 'lWc5 Once White has pushed 
his f-pawn it's not so easy for him to kick the 
queen away from the c5-square, as �e3 is no 
longer so easy to achieve. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
16.£4 .L:c3!? 17.�xc3 WfxaS 

Peter proved White didn't have enough for 
the pawn in Makarichev - Svidler, Elista 1 995 .  

C2) lo.Wfd3 liJd7 

1 O  . . .  �e6 is played more often, but I like the 
knight move and Black has scored highly. 
We're trying to claim that the queen has still 
not found a safe spot. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
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1 1 .lLld5 
1 1 .ii.e3 lLle5 1 2.1.Ml'e2 ii.g4! Forcing a 

weakness in White's kingside. 1 3 .f3 ii.d7N is 
comfortable for Black. With the pawn on f3 
it's not so straightforward for White to come 
up with a good plan. He doesn't have enough 
time to get in c2-c4, while 1 4 .a4 l'!c8't followed 
by . . .  lLlc4 is unpleasant. 

1 1 . . .lLlc5 12.�e2 e6 13.lLle3 
1 3 .lLlb4 b6 1 4.c4 ii.b7 was similar in 

Mihalincic - A. Saric, Zagreb 20 14 .  
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a b e d  e f g h 
13  ... b6 14.c4 .ib7 

We have reached a typical Hedgehog-style 
position, but one in which Black has good 
coordination while White's pieces are still 
clumsy. 

15 .lLlc2 
Stefanek - Blehm, Krynica 1 998 .  Here I 

suggest: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
15  • • •  �d7!N 

With the following idea: 

16.l'!dl f5!i 
Black has taken over the initiative. 

Conclusion 
With the Fianchetto Variation, White tries to 
sidestep the sharp tactical lines of the Dragon. 
His plan is for a positional game, where he 
can slowly create a bind and prevent the usual 
Dragon break of . . .  d5 .  With the lines I 've 
suggested he doesn't get off so easily, and has 
to solve real problems right from the start of 
the game. 

The sharp 9.e5 featured in variation B is an 
exception to White's usual positional approach. 
However, I believe my analysis should allow 
you to meet this critical line with confidence. 

Allowing the knight exchange on d4 leads 
nothing for White, so he usually plays 7.lLlde2 
- as covered in the following chapter. 



Fianchetto Variation 
a b e d  e f g h 

Variation Index 
l .e4 cS 2.tiJf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.tiJxd4 tiJf6 5.tiJc3 g6 6.g3 tiJ e6 7.tiJde2 

7 . . .  �d7!? 8.�g2 �e8 
A) 9.b3 244 
B) 9.tiJf4 245 
C) 9.tiJd5 245 
D) 9.0-0 246 
E) 9.h3 �g7 248 

8 
7 

El)  10.�e3 248 
E2) 10.tiJf4 249 
E3) 10.a4 250 
E4) 10.b3 252 

E41)  10  . . .  h5!? 252 
E42) 10 ... 0-0 1 1 .�b2 gb8!? 254 

A) after 1 1 .�d2 

r �"· .. =�/·,·"Wm.,"J·�" '=N 

E42 1)  12.gb 1 254 
E422) 12.�d2 b5 13.0-0-0 �a6 14.@b1 gfe8 256 

E422 1)  1 5.f4 256 
E4222) 1 5.g4 258 

D) after 1 4 .liJg3 E4222) after 2 Uh l !  

6 I . .  J�.���'� N" .'�'�� 
5 

4 

2 

a b c d e f g h 
1 l . . .b5 !N 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 4  . . .  liJ f6!N 

a b e d  e f g h 
2 l . . .i/,c4!?  
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l .e4 cS 2.<�jf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.tLlxd4 .!iJf6 
S.tLlc3 g6 6.g3 tLlc6 7 . .!iJde2 �d7!? 

When White chooses the Fianchetto 
Variation he is hoping to avoid the complexities 
of a typical Dragon battle and simply develop 
his pieces . We're not going to let him have such 
an easy life! Our plan is . . .  Wc8 , . . .  .th3 and 
perhaps . . .  h5-h4. Surprisingly, this caveman 
approach isn't so easy to defend against. 

8.�g2 Wfc8 
White has a wide range of moves at this 

point: A) 9.b3, B) 9 . .!iJf4, C) 9 . .!iJdS,  
D) 9.0-0 and E) 9.h3. 

A) 9.b3 

One of White's main options is to fianchetto 
his queenside bishop. We should simply 
complete our development and ask where 
White is intending to put his king. 

8 � �"j!f �*� �� '% �� ���.r�';'N�� ' N N  

7 ,�£ �J;J��l��£ 
6 �Ail�� �.� • � �� "' , , %� /"""� 
: ������ �D �,:" �� �!3!'� 
3 � lS ��j � III 2 lSUlSUltJ��� 

" "� %�7;; �'� • I §;  �V� � M 
a b e d  e f g h 

9 .. . �g7 10.�b2 0-0 
Instead 1 O  . . .  .th3 1 1 ..txh3 Wxh3 1 2 .ttJf4 

doesn't really get Black anywhere yet, although 
he could consider the strange-looking 
1 2  . . .  Wh6!?  as 1 3 .0-0 allows 1 3  . . .  ttJxe4. 
However, matters still aren't completely clear 
following 1 4.ttJxe4 .txb2 1 5 .ttJxd6t! .  

If you feel inspired by the piece sacrifice 
offered later in this chapter then 1 O  . . .  h5 would 

be the correct move order - transposing to 
variation E4 1 after 1 1 .h3. 

1 1 .Wfd2 
White's idea is to castle long and play more 

aggressively. However, Black's attack looks 
faster. 

White has normally opted for 1 1 .h3 
transposing to variation E42 .  

12  ... aS 13 . .!iJdS a4 
The position already looks dangerous for 

White. 

14 . .!iJb6 
White can try grabbing the exchange, but 

Black will be left with great compensation. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
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14 ... �a6 15.lbxa8 �xa8 
Black's attack is in free-Row while White's is 

yet to start. 

B) 9.lbf4 .tg7 10.0-0 h5 1 1 .h4 

1 1 .h3 transposes to variation E2. 

White now doesn't have to worry about his 
h3-pawn hanging, but on the other hand he 
has lost control of the g4-square. I would try 
and exploit that with: 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 .. .lbg4 12.lbcd5 

1 2 .lLlfdS was Koh - Chua Zheng Yuan, 
Singapore 2009, when 1 2  . . .  lLlceSN is likely 
to be similar to the main line. In the event 
of 1 3 .f3? !  \Wcst 1 4 .<j:{h 1 lLlf2t 1 S .�xf2 \Wxf2 
1 6 .lLlc7t 'it>dS 1 7.lLlxaS White is temporarily 
a piece ahead but the knight is trapped in the 
corner: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . . .  \Wxg3 1 S  . .tgS ( l S  . .te3 lLlg4! 1 9 .fxg4 
.teS !-+) 1 S  . . .  lLlg4! 1 9 .fxg4 .teS 20.<j:{g1 f6 
2 1 ..tc 1 fS !+ Black is left with what is probably 
a decisive attack. 

12 ... lbce5 13.a4 

a b e d  e f g h 
13 .. . e6N 

I prefer this to the overly ambitious 1 3  . . .  gS? !  
of De Jong - R. Burnett, Groningen 1 997. 

14.lbc3 �c5i 
Black has good control of the position. 

C) 9.�d5 .tg7 10.0-0 

Here I suggest we follow our typical attacking 
plan in this variation: 

a b e d  e f g h 
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10 .. . hS 1 1 .h3 
This is extremely provocative. 

1 1 .�g5 transposes to variation D .  

1 1 .h4 isn't really a move White wants to  play, 
as now g4 becomes a tender square in his 
position .  1 1 . . .ltJxd5 1 2 .exd5 ltJe5 1 3 .c3 Sorsa 
- Korhonen, Naantali 1 997, and now best is: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3  . . .  �g4!N I prefer Black, although White 
shouldn't be too much worse after 1 4 .Wa4t 
Wd7 1 5 .Wxdlt �xd7. 

1 1  .•. i.xh3 
I think we should take the bait. 

12.i.xh3 Wi'xh3 13.llJc7t i>d7 14.tiJf4 
This move is the reason White doesn't 

lose immediately, as would be the case after 
1 4 .ltJxa8? ?  ltJg4.  

a c e f g h 

14 .•. Wi'g4 1S.tiJxaS l:haS 
Right now we only have one pawn for the 

exchange, but White cannot easily hold on 
to e4. 

16.Wi'd3N 
1 6.Wxg4t hxg4 1 7 .�e3 ltJxe4+ Ermenkov ­

Velimirovic, Baile Herculane 1 978. 

16 ... tiJeS 17.Wi'bSt i>c7 
White had better trade queens with: 

lS.Wi'e2 
But of course e4 drops here too. 

a c d e f g h 
lS  .. . Wi'xe2 19.tiJxe2 tiJxe4; 

D) 9.0-0 
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a b c d e f g h 
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White normally avoids this move as it looks 
to play into our hands . I see no reason for us to 
avoid our usual continuation: 

9 ... h5 10.ig5 
1 0 .h4 ig7 1 1 .ig5 0-0 followed by . . .  Ei:eB 

and . . .  lLle5 is comfortable for Black. Note that 
1 2 .lLld5 lLlxd5 1 3 .exd5 lUe5 1 4.ixe7? doesn't 
work, as 1 4  . . .  Ei:eB 1 5 .ixd6? ( 1 5 .ig5 lLlc4=t) 
1 5  . . .  lLlc4 1 6 .if4 lUxb2 1 7.We 1 Wxc2-+ wins 
material . 

1O ... ig7 1 1 .tLld5 tLlh7! 
Shifting the bishop away. 

12.icl 
A sad move to have to play. 

1 2 .ie3 would give Black a pleasant choice 
between grabbing the pawn and continuing 
the attack with 1 2  . . .  h4. 
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1 4.ixh3 Wxh3 1 5 .lLlc7t 'tt>d7 1 6.lLlf4 Wxh4 
1 7.lUg2 Wh3 1 B .lLlf4 Wh6+ as extremely 
dangerous for White. The critical line runs: 
1 9 .Wg4t 0 9 .lUxaB lLl f6 20.h3 g5 and Black 
crashes through) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 9  . . .  f5 ! 20 .Wg3 (20.Wxg6 Wxg6t 2 1 .lLlxg6 
'tt>xc7+ or 20.exf5 lLlg5 !+) 2o . . .  lLl g5 2 1 .lUxaB 
ie5 Black's attack has reached decisive 
proportions . 

Our main line was seen in Kofidis - Atalik, 
Ilioupolis 1 995 ,  when I still like: 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 

a b c d e f g h 2 
12 ... h4 13.gxh4 

1 3 .c3 is probably better, but after 1 3  . . .  hxg3 
White is obliged to play the ugly 1 4 .fxg3 
( 1 4 .hxg3 lLlf6 followed by . . .  ih3 is far too 
strong) . 

13 ... ih3 14.tLlg3 
Grabbing the exchange looks like a death 

wish. On ChessPublishing I gave the line 

1 
a b e d  e f g h 

14 ... tLlf6!N 15.ig5 tLlxd5 16.exd5 tLle5; 
Black stands well :  White's king is vulnerable, 

he has a bad structure and we can gain back 
our pawn with . . .  f6 whenever we wish. 
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E) 9.h3 

White normally decides that he doesn't want 
to allow our bishop into h3, but now he has 
some problems castling kingside. 

9 .. . .tg7 
9 . . .  h5 ! ?  If you are attracted to the positions 

after 1 O  . . .  h5 ! ?  you could also try it here. Most 
White players have gone 1 0 .b3 when 1 0  . . .  �g7 
transposes to variation E4 1 .  

White has tried a variety of moves at this 
point, and our focus will be on El) 10 . .te3, 
E2) 10.ltJf4, E3) 1O.a4 and E4) 10.h3. 

White can jump straight in with 1 O .ltJd5 ,  but 
it's risky as he hasn't played the preparatory 
moves to deal with the pressure on the long 
diagonal . An early game continued: 1 0  . . .  0-0 
I l .a4 �e8 1 2 .�e3 ltJa5 !  1 3 .�a2 (White is a 
tempo too slow as 1 3 .b3? drops the exchange: 
1 3  . . .  ltJxd5 1 4 .exd5 �xa l )  

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3  . . .  ltJ c4 1 4.�c l ltJxd5 1 5 .exd5 e5 1 6 .dxe6 
�xe6 1 7 .b3 ltJe5't Black had a pleasant 
initiative in Kagan - Speelman, Skara 1 980. 

1 0 .g4 White covers the h3-pawn but still isn't 
really threatening to castle short. One of the 
earliest games in the line continued: 1 O  . . .  �b8 
I l .g5? !  I dislike this committal move as 
White cedes squares and leaves the h3-pawn 
vulnerable. 1 1 . . .ltJh5 1 2 .ltJd5 f5 ! 1 3 .�f3? !  fxe4 

1 4.�xh5 gxh5+ 1 5 .ltJg3?  ltJd4!-+ 1 6.ltJf6t 
�xf6 1 7.'lMfxh5t 'kt>d8 1 8 .gxf6 'lMfc4 1 9 .fxe7t 
�c8 20.�b l ltJxc2t 2 1 .'kt>dl ltJd4 22.'kt>d2 
'lMfd3t 23.�e 1 ltJc2# Mestel - Speelman, 
Hastings 1 978.  

1 O .�g5 was played against me the first time I 
reached this position.  1 0  . . .  0-0 1 1 .  'IMf cl  ?! White 
tries copycat tactics, but this move has little 
logic here - White is hardly able to generate 
a kingside initiative. It isn't easy for White to 
make progress without castling kingside, and 
Black's simple plan is to grab space on the 
queenside with . . .  b5 :  1 1 . . .�e8 1 2 .�h6 �h8 
1 3 .ltJf4 ltJ d4 14 .'lMfd2 e5 1 5 .ltJfe2 

a b e d  e 

1 5  . . .  b5 !  
Berzinsh - Jones, Sunningdale 2007. Here 
the simplest would be 1 8  . . .  ltJxe2N 1 9 .'lMfxe2 
e4+ winning a pawn, as 20.�b I ? ! still allows 
20 . . .  �xb2! .  

El) 10 . .te3 0-0 l 1 .�c1 

I I .a4 transposes to the note to White's 1 1  th 
move in variation E3. 

1 1 .'lMfd2 b5! is promising for Black, and can be 
compared with the main line. 

White is trying for a Maroczy bind set-up with 
b2-b3 , ltJd5 and c2-c4, but we can cut across 
that: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 ...h5! 12.h3 

1 2.<�Jxb5?!N isn't advisable: 1 2  . . .  'Lle5 
1 3 .'Lla3 ( l 3 .'Ll bc3 'Llc4 1 4 .b3 'Llxe3 1 5 .fxe3 
�c5+ White's position looks extremely ugly) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3  . . .  �c6! 14 .f3 ( l 4 .'Llc3 'lWb7+ White cannot 
defend both the e4- and b2-pawns.) 14 . . .  d5!+ 
Black has great play for the pawn. 

This position has been reached a couple of 
times. In both games Black played 12 . . .  E!:b8 
followed by . . .  a5,  but that weakened the 
b6-square and so Black was vulnerable to 
'Lld5-b6. Instead, I quite like rerouting the 
knight again:  

12 ... l£lh4N l3.a3 
1 3 .'lWd2 E!:e8 1 4 .a3 'Lla6 is similar. 

Here Black has a few different plans. Out 
main idea is to play . . .  b4 to get our knight 
back to b4, which is rather awkward for White 
to deal with. 

14.h4 
White stops our idea, but now we have: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
14 .. . l£lc7 

We can play . . .  a5 and target the b4-pawn, 
and we also have ideas of preparing . . .  d5 .  
Meanwhile, White still has to  make some 
concession in order to castle. 

E2) lo.l£lf4 

This is quite logical . White is defending the 
h3-pawn in order to try and castle, and also 
has ideas of planting a knight on d5 .  

a b e d  e f g h 
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lO .. . h5 1 1 .0-0 
A high-rated encounter continued: 1 1 .i.e3 

lDe5 ( 1 1 . . .  lD a5 !N as suggested by Simon 
Williams would be more ambitious, when 
Black is definitely for preference) 1 2 .i.d4 
lDc6 1 3 .i.e3 lDe5 14 .i.d4 lDc6 1 5 .i.e3 This 
was agreed drawn in Vallejo Pons - Anand, 
Benidorm (rapid) 2003. 

1 l  . . . liJe5 

a b e d  e f g h 
l2.liJcd5 

1 2 .lMre2 h4! ?  ( 1 2  . . .  0-0 with a roughly equal 
game is also possible of course) 1 3 .g4 lD fxg4! ?  
1 4 .hxg4 i.xg4 1 5 .f3 i.d7 looks quite scary. 
The position has similarities to variation E4 1 .  

l 2  ... liJxd5 13.exd5 'ifi>f8 
It was also possible to go for White's throat 

straight away with: 1 3  . . .  h4N 1 4.g4 g5 1 5 .lDh5 
( 1  5 .lDd3 f5 !+) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 5  . . .  E!:xh5 ! ?  ( 1 5  . . .  i.h6 followed by . .  . f5 is also 
dangerous for White) 1 6.gxh5 i.xh3 Black has 
a strong attack. 

l4.'ifi>h2 i.f5 l5.c3 
Andrey Ivanov - Kislinsky, Rodatychi 2006. 

Here we can reply calmly: 

a b e d  e f g h 
l5  ... i.f6N 

Black has a pleasant position: he hasn't ruled 
out the caveman attack with . . .  h4 and . . .  g5 , but 
he could also play more slowly and complete 
his development with . . .  <j;>g7. Black's minor 
pieces coordinate much more harmoniously 
than White's . 

E3) lO.a4 

The choice of one of the world's top ten in a 
recent game. 

a b e d  e f g h 
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10 ... 0-0 1 1 ..igS 
1 1 .ie3 is White's usual choice. 1 1  . . .  :gdS 

1 2 .1Wd2 4Jb4 1 3 .:gc 1 a5 1 4 .4Jd4 Short -
Mestel, Hastings 1 9S2.  Here I l ike rerouting 
the knight: 

a b e d  e f g h 

14  . . .  4Ja6N 1 5 .b3 ( l 5 .g4 ic6 1 6 .0-0 4Jc5= 
also looks totally fine for Black. White can 
cripple our structure with 1 7 .4Jxc6 bxc6 
l s .ixc5 dxc5 but he's likely to run into 
trouble on the dark squares. Meanwhile, the 
b2-pawn has suddenly become vulnerable.) 
1 5  . . .  4Jc5 White will still be forced to play 
1 6 .g4 should he ever wish to castle. Black can 
play in analogy with the above note to 1 5 .g4 
with 1 6  . . .  ic6=.  

1 1 ...:ge8 12.\Wd2 llJeS 13.b3 :gb8 
13 . . .  ixh3!?N is  the engine's choice, but 

Hou Yifan was evidently not convinced that 
14 .:gxh3 1Wxh3 1 5 .ixh3 4Jf3t 1 6 .'it>d 1 4Jxd2 
1 7.ixf6! ( l 7.ixd2? !  4Jxe4!'t) would favour 
her. Black can get rook and two pawns for the 
two pieces with: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . . .  4Jxe4 ( l 7  . . .  4Jxb3?!  l s .ixg7! 4Jxa l  
1 9 .id4t and the knight on  a 1  will drop) 
l S .4Jxe4 exf6 1 9 .4J4c3°o In my experience I 
find engines tend to overvalue the rook against 
two minor pieces. Here it tells me it's equal, 
but I think only White has winning chances 
and so it was a good decision to avoid these 
complications. 

14.:ga2 
A rather odd square for the rook, but you 

can already see Anish is struggling for a plan 
without being able to castle. 

a b e d  e f g h 
14 .. . llJc6! IS.llJdS as 16.c3 

1 6 .ixf6 should have been preferred, but it's 
still not so easy for White to castle. 1 6  . . .  exf6 
1 7.4Jb6 1Wc7 l S .4Jxd7 1Wxd7 1 9 .c3 ( l 9 .0-0?! 
f5 20.exf5 4J b4! traps the rook) Here Black has 
various options, but I like: 

a b e d  e f g h 
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1 9  . . .  We6 20.Elb2 b5= Black has sufficient 
counterplay for the slightly ugly structure. We 
have pressure on White's queenside and will be 
able to break with . . .  f5 at some point. 

a b e d  e f g h 
l6 .. . b5! 

Now there's no time for lLl b6.  

l7.axb5 :!:!xb5 l8.�dl �b8 19.:!:!a3 lLlxd5 
20.exd5 lLle5 21 .0-0 a4! 22.lLld4 :!:!xb3! 
23.lLlxb3 lLlc4+ 

Black had a strong passed pawn for the 
exchange and went on to score a nice upset in 
Giri - Hou Yifan, Wijk aan Zee 20 1 3 .  
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E4) 10.b3 

a b e d  e f g h 

At this point I would like to show E4l) 
10 .. . h5!? as an interesting option for those 
of you with a more adventurous disposition, 
although E42) lO • • .  O-O still gives rise to an 
exciting struggle. 

E4l) 10 .. . h5!? l 1 .i.b2 h4 l2.g4 lLlxg4! 
13.hxg4 i.xg4 

This position has been reached four times at the 
time of writing. In return for the invested piece 
Black has two pawns, a lead in development 
and the initiative. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
l4.:!:!fl 

This is logical, allowing the bishop to dtop 
back to h I .  

1 4 .f3 h3 1 5 .fxg4 hxg2 1 6 .ElxhSt �xhS 1 7 .Wd3 
Wxg4 I S .0-0-0 Suarez Gomez - Medarde 
Santiago, Lisbon 20 14 .  

a b e d  e f g h 
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A very complex position has arisen, with 
Black having three pawns for the piece. The 
crucial question is whether the pawn on g2 
is a strength or will it drop off? My engine 
helpfully evaluates the position as 0 .00 after 
various moves for Black. 

14 .Wfd2?! 
Ignoring Black's threat doesn't look advisable. 

1 4  . . .  h3 1 S .f3N 
Chris Ward offers this as an improvement 
on 1 S .�fl ? ttJeS !  1 6.ttJd4? ( 1 6.0-0-0 had to 
be tried, bur 1 6  . . .  �f3 is still good for Black) 
1 6  . . .  �f3!-+ with the dual threat of taking 
the rook and 1 7  . . .  �h6 trapping the queen, 
Zivkovic - D. Radovanovic, Belgrade 20 14 .  

a b e d  e f 
1 S  . . .  ttJ b4! ? 

This intriguing suggestion of my engine 
might be strongest. 
As Ward mentions, 1 S  . . .  hxg2 1 6.l''1:xhSt 
�xhS 1 7.fXg4 Wfxg4 is  a better version of 
14 .f3 for Black, as the queen is misplaced 
on d2. 

1 6.fXg4 
1 6 .�xh3 i'l:xh3 1 7 .i'l:xh3 �xh3 1 S .0-0-0 
�g2+ 

1 6  . . .  Wfxg4 
The following moves all seem forced. 

1 7.�xh3 i'l:xh3 1 S .i'l:xh3 
1 S .0-0-0??  �h6-+ 

1 s  . . .  Wfxh3 1 9 .0-0-0 �h6 20 .ttJf4 Wff3 
2 1 .ttJce2 i'l:cS! 22.lt>b 1 

22 .Wfxb4? Wfxe2!-+ 

a b e d  e f g h 

22 . . .  �xf4 23.ttJxf4 i'l:xc2 24.Wfd4 i'l:h2 2S .i'l:e 1 
2S .ttJdS?  ttJc6 26.Wfd3 Wfg2-+ 

2S . . .  ttJ c6 26.Wfe3 Wfxe3 27.i'l:xe3+ 
The smoke clears and Black has slightly 

better prospects in the ending with his three 
pawns for the piece. 

14 ... h3 15 .i.hl llJd4 16.£3N 
This would have been consistent with 

White's previous couple of moves. 

1 6.Wfxd4? �xd4 1 7.ttJxd4 White was obviously 
scared and decided to give back material; 
sometimes three pieces can outgun the queen 
and two pawns, but here White's king still isn't 
entirely secure, while the h3-pawn is obviously 
strong. 1 7  . . .  WfcS 1 S .ttJdS eS !  1 9 .ttJf6t ct;e7 
20.ttJxg4 exd4 2 1 .i'l:d 1 Movsesian - Likavsky, 
Czech Republic 200S .  Black should have 
thrown in: 

a b e d  e f g h 
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2 1 . . .Wg5N Forcing White to go passive. 
22 .tt:lh2 (22 . .tf3 h2 is awkward) Only now 
should Black play: 22 . . .  Wa5t 23 .l'l:d2 l'l:hcB 
24.\t>dl Wxa2 25 . .txd4 a5! 26 .tt:lg4 a4-+ 
Black has the stronger attack. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
16  ... tLlxf3t 17 . .txf3 

1 7.l'l:xf3? .txf3 I B  . .txf3 h2 1 9 .�d2 ( 1 9  . .th l 
Wg4+) 1 9  . . .  h l =W! 20 . .txh l .th6t 2 1 .\t>d3 
Wh3t 22.tt:lg3 (22.\t>c4 a5 !-+ closes the net 
on the white king) 22 . . .  Wxg3t 23 .Wf3 Wxf3t 
24 . .txf3 .tg7+ The rook and two pawns 
outweigh the minor pieces in this ending. 

17 ... i.xf3 18.gxf3 h2 19.'itJdl hl=Wf 
20.Wfxhl gxhl 2 1 .gxhl  Wfg4C11 

a b e d  e f g h 

This line is given by Chris Ward, who 
assesses it as unclear. The rook and two pieces 
balance the queen and two pawns. As he writes, 
"It could go either way!" 

E42) 10 ... 0-0 

Now we've slowed White's development we 
can be happy with completing our own. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 .i.b2 gb8!? 

This is suggested by Simon Williams and 
looks promising. As White struggles to castle 
kingside he normally switches to the queenside, 
so it makes sense to start an offensive there. 

At this point White has tried E421) 12.gbl 
and E422) 12.Wfdl. 

1 2 .tt:ld5? !  allowed 1 2  . . .  tt:lxd5 1 3  . .txg7 tt:le3! 
1 4 .fxe3 \t>xg7 in Rohonyan - Aksionova, 
Dnipropetrovsk 2002. Black has a pleasant 
advantage, with the better structure and a 
fantastic outpost on e5 .  

E421) 12.gbl 

Preparing to move the knight. 

12  .. . b5 13.tLld5 
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a b e d  e f g h 
13oo .e5!? 

I suggested this as a novelty and then got a 
chance to test it myself. The move looks ugly, 
but is not so bad if you want to keep more life 
in the position. White still has an issue with 
the h3-pawn. 

1 3  .. .tLlxd5 1 4 .exd5 j,xb2 1 5 .�xb2 tLl dS 
16 .1Wd2 was Motwani - Ca. Hansen, Aalborg 
1 99 1 .  Simplest would be: 1 6  . . .  e5N 1 7.dxe6 
tLlxe6 1 S .0-0 ( I  s .1Wxd6?! �eS+ followed by 
1 9  . . .  tLlg5 is problematic) 1 S  . . .  j,c6= The slight 
weakness on d6 shouldn't be a problem as 
Black's pieces are better coordinated. 

14.ttJxf6t 
1 4.h4? !  is premature, as 1 4  . . .  tLlxd5!  1 5 .exd5 

tLlb4 forces White to make the big concession 
1 6 .c3. Mter 16 . . .  tLla6 1 7.0-0 j,f5 1 S .�a1 
tLlc5+ Black dominates. 

14 ... .ixf6 15.0-0 
This was played against me. 

Declining the pawn is also possible, but Black 
is fine. For example: 1 5 .tLlc3N j,e6 1 6 .tLld5 
j,g7= White's knight looks nice, but he still 
has to resolve the issue of his king and watch 
out for Black taking on d5 and playing . . .  tLlb4. 

1 5 .1Wxd6N j,e7 1 6 .1Wd2 �dS 1 7.1We3 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . . .  j,b4 t! 1 S .c3 j,a5� With the dark-squared 
bishop coming back into the game, Black has 
good play for the pawn. White would like to 
play 1 9 .1Wh6, defending h3 and preparing 
cast/ing, but 1 9  . . .  tLld4!+ would cut across his 
plans. 

15o o .i.e7 
I also analysed 1 5  . . .  j,xh3N 1 6.j,xh3 1Wxh3 

1 7.1Wxd6 �b6!? 1 S .lLJf4! when I missed I could 
continue: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 S  . . .  j,e7! 1 9 .1Wxg6t hxg6 20.lLJxh3 �a6= 
Black will regain the pawn with a roughly 
equal position. 

1 5  . . .  �dSN is also interesting. 

16.i>h2 b4 
A committal decision, but I didn't want the 

e2-knight getting to d5 .  

17.a4 
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In Kochetkova - Jones, Reykjavik 20 I S , 
I should probably have played the immediate: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
17 •.• i.e6N 

To be followed by . . .  fS . The position is 
double-edged. 
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E422) 12.'\Wd2 b5 13.0-0-0 '\Wa6 
14.@bl :1Uc8 

a b e d  e f g h 
Both of White's fianchettoed bishops make a 

rather strange impression. White's king might 
seem relatively secure, but the c4-square isn't as 
covered as he might like. We have to consider 
both E4221)  1 5.f4 and E4222) 1 5.g4. 

Simon Williams continues his l ine with: 
l S .ttJ dSN 

This i s  too committal , but also instructive. 
1 5  . . .  tLlxd5 1 6.exdS tLleS 1 7.ma l 

Simon doesn't mention the text move, which 
has to be tried. 
Mter 1 7.2"i:he l ?  tLlc4! 1 8 .bxc4 bxc4 1 9 .c3 
2"i:cS 20.<;t>a l 2"i:aS 2 1 .tLlc1  2"i:abS Black has a 
decisive attack. 
1 7.tLld4? tLlc4! is also horrible. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . . .  tLlc4 1 8 .bxc4 �xb2t 1 9 .mxb2 bxc4t 
20.ma1 c3 2 1 .tLlxc3 Wfa3 22.2"i:b 1 Wfxc3t 
23 .Wfxc3 2"i:xb I t  24.2"i:xb 1 2"i:xc3 

This endgame should be drawn, but Black 
can press. 

E4221)  15.f4 

This was seen in Poljak - Jelica, Makarska 
Tucepi 1 995 ,  and is more forcing as White 
threatens e4-e5 in some situations. Black 
has lots of options, but I would like to be 
consistent: 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
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ls ... lLlaSN 
This prepares . . .  lLlc4 in some positions, but 

the knight is also getting out of the way and 
will no longer be attacked after exd5 .  

15  . . .  b4N i s  also a viable option: 1 6 .lLld5 
lLlxd5 1 7 .exd5 �xb2 1 8 .<;hb2 ( l 8 .dxc6? Wa3! 
1 9 .cxd7 Elc5-+ and White is powerless to 
prevent 20 . . .  Ela5) 1 8  . . .  lLld8= With the pawn 
on d5, White would rather have his pawn on 
g4 rather than f4. Here he doesn't control the 
f5-square and his pieces are rather restricted. 
Black will continue with some combination 
of checking on a3 and doubling rooks on the 
c-file. 

16.g4 
1 6 .e5 b4! 1 7 .exf6? (This doesn't work, 

but neither 1 7 .lLld5 lLlxd5 1 8 .�xd5 Elc5 
nor 1 7.lLle4 lLlxe4 1 8 .�xe4 lLlb7! poses any 
problems for Black) 1 7  . . .  bxc3 1 8 .lLlxc3 lLlc4!-+ 

16 ... b4 17.liJdS lLlxdS 18.exdS 
The knight isn't hanging on c6, so Black has 

time for: 

a b e d  e f g h 
18 ... i.c3! 

Giving up a pawn to open lines towards the 
opponent's king isn't unusual in the Dragon, 
but here Black is also happy to trade his dark­
squared bishop for a knight. 

19.1Llxc3 
1 9 .We3 ?! 

Declining the offer doesn't slow down Black's 
attack particularly: 

1 9  . . .  i.xb2 20. \t>xb2 

a b e d  e f g h 

20 . . .  Elc3! 2 1 .Wd2 
2 1 .lLlxc3? lLlc4t! 22.bxc4 Wa3t 23 .\t>a1 
bxc3 24.Wcl Elb2 White is  forced to give 
his queen with 25 .Wb 1 when 25 . . .  Elxb 1 t 
26.Elxb 1 Wa4-+ wins material . 
After 2 1 .Wxe7? lLlc4t 22.bxc4 Wa3t 23.mb 1 
b3!-+ Black mates. 

2 1  . . .  Elbc8 22 .lLld4 �b5 23 .ii.e4 El8c5 
The attack is dangerous . 

19 .. . bxc3 20.i.xc3 
20.�fl ! ?  should be met with: 20 . . .  lLlxb3! 

2 1 .cxb3 (2 1 .axb3? !  Wa5 22.We 1 Elxb3! 23 .cxb3 
c2t 24.\t>cl cxd 1 =Wt 25 .\t>xd 1 Wxd5t-+) 
2 1 . . .Wa5 22.i.xc3 Wxc3= 

a b e d  e f g h 
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20 .. . liJc4 21 .'lWd4 liJa3t 22.�b2 gxc3! 
23.'lWxc3 gc8 24.i.fl 'lWb6 

White has to give up the queen to prevent 
Black's attack from breaking through. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
25.'lWxc8t i.xc8 26.�xa3 'lWf2= 

Black regains the pawn and the queen 
balances the two rooks, as White cannot easily 
challenge on the dark squares. 

E4222) 1 5.g4 
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a b c d e f g h 
15  • . •  llJa5 

Again I've decided to go with the most 
consistent and aggressive choice. This is 
another move that I got the chance to try 
before the book was published, although you 
won't find the game in any database. 

1 5  . . .  lLleB 
Stephen Gordon has played this - rerouting 
the knight so that when White plays lLld5,  
he's not obliged to change the structure. 

1 6 .lLld5 
1 6.f4! ?  

1 6  . . .  �xb2 1 7 . <;t>xb2 e6 
1 7  . . .  b4!? 

a b e d  e f g h 

I B .lLle3!N 
This is  a strong improvement, and I 've been 
unable to find a way for Black to break 
through. 
I B .lLlb4?!  lLlxb4 1 9 .'.Wxb4 l"1c5 20.h4 
l"1bcB 2 1 .l"1c l e5 22.g5 lLlg7 23 .�h3 �xh3 
24.l"1xh3 lLle6 25 .'.Wd2 was agreed drawn in 
Tiviakov - Gordon, Germany 20 1 3 , but the 
English GM really should have continued 
with 25 . . .  '.Wb7N 26.l"1e3 a5!+. 

I B  . . .  lLle5 
I B  . . .  b4 1 9 .f4 l"1b5 20.<;t>b l l"1a5 2 1 .lLlcl l"1c5 
22.g5t 
I B  . . .  '.Wb6 1 9 .f4 a5 20.a3t 

1 9 .�al '.Wa3 20.f4t 

1 5  . . .  e6!?N 
Black can also consider immediately taking 
control of the d5-square, as captuting the 
d-pawn seems to only be a draw. 

1 6 .'.Wxd6 
1 6 .f4 b4 1 7.lLla4 lLla5 ( l 7  . . .  e5 ! ?  with 
the idea of . . .  lLld4 is also interesting) 
I B .g5 lLleB 1 9 .�xg7 <;t>xg7 20.lLlb2 lLlc7 
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Our counterplay is coming quickly and so 
the position looks respectable for Black. 

1 6  . . .  b4 1 7.liJd5!  
White is  fortunate he's not just losing a piece 
here, but the tactics allow him to scramble 
a draw. 

1 7  . . .  exd5 1 8 .j,xf6 Wxe2 1 9 .j,xg7 �xg7 
20.Ei:he l 

20.Wxd7? liJd4-+ 
20 . . .  Wxf2 2 1 .Ei:fl Wxg2 22.Wf6t �g8 
23 .Wxf7t '\t>h8 24.Wf6t �g8= 

16.B:helN 
1 6.f4 transposes to variation E422 1 .  

1 6 .g5 ?! b4!+ 

In a friendly rapid tournament, my strong 
opponent tried: 
1 6 .e5 ! ?  b4 1 7.liJe4 

1 7.exf6 bxc3 1 8 .liJxc3 liJc4!+ 
1 7  . . .  liJxe4 

1 7  . . .  dxe5N 1 8 .liJxf6t j,xf6 1 9 .Wxd7 Wxe2 
20.Ei:d2 White has decent compensation for 
the pawn with his powerful bishop pair. 

1 8 .j,xe4 j,c6 
1 8  . . .  j,b5 ! ?N should also be considered. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 9 .j,xc6 liJxc6 20.exd6 j,xb2 2 1 .�xb2 
In Nunn - Jones, Hampstead (rapid) 20 14 ,  
I should probably have gone for: 

2 1 . . .Ei:d8N 
The position is roughly equal . 
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a b c d e g 
16 .. . B:c5! 

It seems better for Black to improve his 
pieces by utilizing this usual rook lift before 
pushing with . . .  b4. 

It's also possible to continue with 1 6  . . .  b4, in 
analogy with the line we saw after 1 5 .f4, but 
I don't think it's so effective here. With the 
e2-knight defended White has more options. 
1 7 .liJd5 liJxd5 1 8 .exd5 j,c3 I analysed three 
continuations: 

a b e d  e f g h 

a) 1 9 .1iJxc3 bxc3 20.j,xc3 liJc4 2 1 .Wd4 liJ a3t 
22 .�b2 B:xc3 23 .Wxc3 Ei:c8 24.j,fl Wb6 
25 .Wxc8t j,xc8 26.'\t>xa3 Wxfl This is of 
course extremely similar, but is a slightly better 
version for White with his rook already active 
on e l .  Nevertheless, this position is completely 
playable for Black and again my engine gives 
various 0.00 assessments.  
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b) 1 9 .Wf4 
This is an alternative path, but Black has: 

1 9  . .  .tLlxb3! 20.axb3 j,xb2 2 1 .i>xb2 2"\xc2t 
22.i>xc2 Wa2t 

Surprisingly, despite the extra rook and 
knight, White doesn't seem to be better. 

23 .i>d3 
23 .i>cl 2"\cBt 24.Wc4 2"\xc4t 25 .bxc4 b3-+ 

23 . . .  j,b5t  24.i>e4 
24.i>d4 Wb2t 25 .i>e4 Wc2t is the same. 

a b e d  e f g h 

24 . . .  Wc2t 25 .i>f3 
25 .me3 Wxb3t 26.me4 Wc2t (26 . . .  j,xe2! ?  
i s  also possible if Black wishes to  play for 
more) 27.i>e3= 

25  . . .  j,xe2t 26.2"\xe2 Wxb3t 27.2"\e3 Wxd l t 
2B .i>g3 

White has managed to escape the checks but 
now has only a piece for three pawns. 

2B . . .  Wcl !  29 .2"\xe7 Wxf4t 30.mxf4 b3 3 1 .j,e4 
a5 

Black's queenside pawns hold the draw. 

c) 1 9 .We3 j,xb2 
White's rook is en prise on e l ,  but 
1 9  . . .  j,xe I ?  isn't advisable as Black's king is 
terribly insecure. In fact, White already has a 
decisive advantage after simply recapturing. 

20. mxb2 2"\c3 
Perhaps Black is better off rerouting his 
knight with 20 . . .  tLl b7, when White only has 
a slight advantage. 

a b e d  e f g h 

2 1 .Wcl !  
This is an important difference. 
The careless 2 1 .Wd4? allows 2 1 . . .tLlc4t! 
22.bxc4 Wa3t 23.mb l j,a4 24.2"\d2 2"\cB! 
and Black's attack breaks through. 

2 1 . . .2"\c5 
Black doesn't have any tricks and so is 

forced to drop back. White should have some 
advantage, as the knight is rather misplaced on 
a5 if we can't get any sacrifices to work. 

17.f4 
This seems the most logical for White. 

I also looked at 1 7 .g5 b4! I B .tLla4 ( l B .gxf6? 
bxc3 1 9 .tLlxc3 tLlc4!+ is a typical motif in 
this line) I B  . . .  tLlxe4! 1 9 .j,xe4 j,xa4 20 .j,xg7 
(20.bxa4??  tLlc4) 20 . . .  mxg7 2 1 .bxa4 tLlc4 when 
we have a strong attack for the piece invested. 

1 7.e5 ! ?  An interesting computer suggestion. 
However, after 1 7  . . .  2"\xe5 I B .g5 b4! 1 9 .tLld5 
tLlxd5 20.j,xd5 2"\b5! I don't think many 
humans would fancy playing White. 

a b e d  e f g h 
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After 2 1 .�xe5 �xe5 Black already has one 
pawn for the exchange, and it's hard to argue 
that the bishop on e5 isn't worth at least a rook. 

a b e d  e f g h 
17 ... b4 

Now Black gets a better version of the lines 
we saw after 1 6  . . .  b4. 

18.liJd5 tLlxd5 19.exd5 i.xb2 
1 9  . . .  �c3 is also possible, but then . . .  Ei:c5 

would have been a wasted tempo. 

20.@xb2 ib5 
Black is already threatening the sneaky 

. . .  ttJc4t, and White has to be very accurate to 
prevent the mate threats . 

21 .Ei:al ! 
This seems to be White's best defence. 

2 1 .�e4? loses immediately to : 2 1 . . .ttJc4t! 
22.bxc4 Wa3t 23.Wa1 �xc4 24.ttJcl  �xa2! 
25 .ttJxa2 (25 .Ei:e3 is White's best, but Black 
is completely winning after either 25 . . .  Ei:c3 or 
25 . . .  b3) 25 . . .  Ei:a5 26.c4 bxc3 Black will mate 
within a few moves . 

2 1 .  W b 1 ? also doesn't prevent us crashing 
through with: 21 . . .  ttJc4! 22.bxc4 �xc4 23.ttJcl  

a b e d  e f g h 

23 . . .  Wa3! White cannot deal with the threat of 
24 . . .  �xa2t followed by 25 . . .  b3, for example: 
24.Ei:e3 �xa2t 25 .ttJxa2 b3 26.cxb3 Ei:xb3t 
27.Ei:xb3 Wxb3t 28 .'i:!?a1  Ei:c2 29.Wxc2 Wxc2 
30.�f3 Wf2 3 1 .�e4 We3 32.�c2 Wxh3 
White's pawns are all dropping. 

2 1 .ttJ c l  is a sensible-looking defending move, 
but even here we can continue as before: 

a b e d  e f g h 

2 1 . . .ttJ c4t! 22.bxc4 �xc4 23.Ei:e3 White 
defends against our initial threat, but 
23 . . .  Ei:bc8! followed by . . .  Wa4 puts a lot of 
pressure on White's position .  

2 1 .Ei:b 1 A good defensive try. Here I think it's 
time to play: 2 1  . . .  �xe2 22.Wxe2 Wxe2 23 .Ei:xe2 
Ei:c7= Black will follow up with . . .  ttJ b7-c5 and 
. . .  a5 . 
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a b e d  e f g h 
21 .. . .ic4!? 

As putting the knight on c4 no longer works 
with the a-pawn defended, this seemed a logical 
try. The bishop is of course poisoned and now 
White will find it hard to defend his dS-pawn. 

2 1 . . .ct:Jc4t? doesn't really work here: 22 .bxc4 
Wa3t 23.<j;>b l Ei:xc4 24.ct:Jd4 .ia4 2S .Ei:e3 Ei:c3 
26.ct:Jb3 We still have some pressure, but I 'm 
sceptical that it's enough to j ustify the piece. 

2 1 . . . .ixe2 is the computer's top suggestion, 
but after: 22 .Wxe2 Wb6 23.Ei:ac l !  (23.Wxe7 
allows a draw with 23 . . .  Ei:bc8 24.Ei:ac l Ei:xc2t !  
2S .Ei:xc2 Wd4t 26.<j;>b l Ei:xc2 27.cj;>xc2 Wc3t 
28 .cj;>b l Wd3t=) 

a b e d  e f g h 

23 . . .  Ei:bc8 24.Wd2 White has taken control 
and reached the kind of position he's been 
aiming for. 

The problem with the immediate 2 1 . . .Ei:bc8 is 
that 22.ct:Jd4 seems to keep White's position 
together. 

22.f5 
White gets on with it on the kingside which 

seems cri ti ca!. 

22 .. . Ei:bc8 23 • .!tJf4 
If White sees what we're up to then he 

might try covering the c2-square with 23 . .ie4. 
Then I think Black should go for the sacrifice: 
23 . . .  .ixdS 24 . .ixdS Ei:xc2t 2S .Wxc2 Ei:xc2t 
26. <j;>xc2 ct:J c6 

a b e d  e f g h 

Black has queen and rwo pawns against rwo 
rooks and a bishop. Normally that wouldn't 
be quite enough material , but White's king is 
still exposed and Black will grab at least one 
more pawn as White attempts to coordinate 
his pieces . I think Black has adequate 
compensation, especially in practical play. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
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23 ... hb3! 
This was my idea. Of course the computer 

takes some convincing - but we have to show 
them humans can play chess too! 

24.cxb3 
24.axb3? This recapture would actually leave 

White in a lot of trouble after: 

a b e d  e f g h 

24 . . .  :gxc2t 25 .1Wxc2 :gxc2t 26.<±>xc2 1Wc8t-+ 

24 ... tLlc4t! 
It was time for the typical knight sacrifice. 

25.bxc4 Wfa3t 26.@bl 
26.<±>c2? :gxc4t 27.'jr d 1  :gc2-+ 

a b e d  e f g h 
26 ... :gxc4 27.i.e4 

27.:gd l was its immediate suggestion, but 
27 . . .  1Wg3 forks the two minor pieces. There is 
nothing better than 28 .:gfl 1Wa3 when White 
has no way of making progress .  One amusing 
sample line continues: 29.h4 b3 30.1Wb2 

a b e d  e f g h 

30 . . .  :gb8! 3 1 .axb3 (3 1 .1Wxa3??  bxa2t 32.<;ha2 
:gc2t 33 .1Wb2 :gcxb2t 34.ma3 :g2b6 and 
White has no defence to the mate in one) 
3 1 . . .1Wxb3 32.1Wxb3 :gxb3t 33 .ma2 :gb6= 
White cannot escape the checks. 

27 .. . b3 28.Wfb2 
28 .axb3 1Wxb3t 29 .1Wb2 1Wg3 would again 

see White's pieces overworked. In fact, the only 
way for him to retain the balance would be: 

a b e d  e f g h 

30.:gfl ! :gxe4 3 1 .:ga3! :ge3 32.:gxe3 1Wxe3 
33 .:gc 1 Desperately trying to trade pieces . 
33 . . .  1We4t 34.mal 1Wa4t 35 .mb l 1We4t= 

This is  how my engine tries to defend after 28 .. . Wfb4 29.tLld3 gxe4! 
having the position on the screen for a while. That's one piece back. 
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8 
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a b e d  e f g h 
30J:�dl 

For humans, 30.l::k l would be more 
logical . 30 . . .  1"i:xc 1 t 3 1 .ttJxc 1  bxa2t 32.1"i:xa2 
"WcS� White has managed to coordinate his 
pieces somewhat and shouldn't get mated 
immediately. However, we're about to get 
three pawns for the piece and, with his king 
so loose, I don't think White can realistically 
think about winning this position.  

30 •. .'IWb5 31 .axb3! 
3 1 ."Wxb3? !  Another sensible-looking move, 

but after 3 1 . . ."We8! White is worse. 32 .ttJb2 
1"i:b8 33 ."Wd3 leaves Black with a choice 
between 33 . . .  "Wa4 34.a3 1"i:e3 3 S ."Wxe3 "Wxd l t 
36."Wc 1 "WxdS+ and 33 . . .  1"i:xb2t 34.mxb2 
"Wb8t 3S ."Wb3 (3s .mc2 "Wc7t 36.<;t>d2 "WaSt 
37.mc2 "West doesn't help) 3S . . .  1"i:b4+. 

31 .. .�xd5 32.ttJf2 �b7 33J3a3 
The rook is not yet en prise as 33 .ttJxe4? 

"Wxe4t 34.ma2 1"i:c2 picks up the queen. 

a b e d  e f g h 
33 .•. 1"i:e3'" 

I think it's time to end the line. White (with 
computer precision) has avoided being mated, 
but in the process has had to give back a large 
part of his material advantage. Black still has 
by far the more active pieces, as well as the safer 
king and two pawns for the piece. Black has 
great compensation, and there were numerous 
heffalump traps for White to fall into on the 
way. 

Conclusion 
In the Fianchetto Variation most players go 
for 7 .ttJde2. I like the idea of 8 . . .  "Wc8 , not 
allowing White to play on auto-pilot. It is risky 
for White to castle kingside but, as we've seen, 
the king isn't completely safe on the queenside 
either. I 've offered a few alternatives : l O  . . .  hS! ?  
is a prelude to a dangerous piece sacrifice, 
while l S  . . .  e6!?N also looks interesting. In all 
of these lines White's play is certainly not easy 
and he has to defend with the utmost care. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
1 4 " .a4!N 
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l .e4 cS 2.ttJa d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.ttJxd4 ttJf6 
S.ttJc3 g6 6.i.c4 i.g7 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b c d e f g h 
Neither A) 7.i.gS nor B) 7.i.e3 should 

cause us any difficulties, but we should check 
them anyway. C) 7.0-0 is the main line. 

7 .f3 is yet another Yugoslav Attack move order 
after 7 . . .  0-0 8 .�e3 . 

7.h3 also looks likely to transpose elsewhere. 
7 . . .  0-0 8 .�b3 lLlc6 9 .�e3 is the only way to 
keep it independent: 

a b e d  e f g h 

9 . . .  lLl a5 1 0 .0-0 b6! ? l l .lLld5 e6 1 2 .lLlxf6t 
Wxf6 1 3 .c3 �b7 1 4 .�c2 lLlc4 1 5 .�cl d5't 
Black was better in Diamant - B .  Smith, 
Lubbock 20 1 0 .  

that White's king i s  going to get into trouble 
than Black's. 7 . . .  0-0 8 .lLlf3 lLlc6 

a b e d  e f g h 

We're now at a position that's actually more 
likely to be reached by a Levenfish move order. 
It's worth remembering that 9 .0-0 can be met 
with the typical 9 . . .  b5 !'t exploiting the open 
a7 -g 1 diagonal. 

A) 7.i.gS 

This move is possible of course, but �c4 and 
�g5 don't tend to work well together as the 
d4-square is rather loose. 

7 .. . 0-0 8.Wdl 
This is another independent approach. 

White is trying to play a Yugoslav Attack while 
doing without f2-f3 and so gaining a tempo. 

8 .0-0 transposes to variation C l .  

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
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2 

7.f4 looks rather premature. It's far more likely 1 
a b e d  e f g h 
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S ... ttJc6 
However, this already threatens . . .  ttJxe4 and 

so White needs to make a concession. 

9.ttJxc6 
9.0-0-0 ttJxe4 

9 . . .  ttJxd4N 1 0.'.Wxd4 h6+ is a good alternative. 
1 0 . ttJ xc6 

1 0 .ttJxe4 ttJxd4 1 1 .i.h6 i.xh6 1 2 .'.Wxh6 ttJ f5 
1 3 .'.Wg5 was Fomani - Wikner, ]onkoping 
1 988 .  After 1 3  . . .  '.Wc7N 14 .i.b3 i.e6+ 
White's attack shouldn't be too dangerous. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 0  . . .  ttJxd2 
1 0  . . .  i.xc3! ?N is probably even stronger. 

1 1 .i.xf7t mxf7 1 2 .ttJxd8t 1':lxd8 1 3 .i.xd2 
i.e6+ 

Zegers - Postma, T wente 2007. 

9 ... bxc6 10.0-0 
With 1 0 .i.h6? !  White attempts to play 

aggressively, but 1 0  . . .  i.xh6 1 1 .'.Wxh6 '.Wb6! is 
good for Black. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2 .i.b3? !  Missing one of Black's two threats . 
( l 2.'.Wcl d5 !+ is also miserable) 1 2  . . .  '.Wxf2t!  
1 3 .i>xf2 ttJg4t 1 4 .mg3 ttJxh6+ Azevedo -
Santiago, ]oao Pessoa 20 1 3 .  

a b e d  e f g h 
10 .. J!bS 1 1 .ii,b3 

1 1 .  1':l ab 1 was tried in a recent game, but 
1 1 . . .'.Wc7 1 2 .f4? !  d5 !  1 3 .i.xf6 i.xf6 1 4.e5 
i.g7 1 5 .i.d3 f6+ already saw the young GM 
struggling in Antipov - Gaehwiler, Pune 20 14 .  

1 1 .. .lLld7= 

B) 7.ii,e3 

A slightly odd move order. If White wants to 
play the Yugoslav Attack then developing the 
dark-squared bishop first is more flexible. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
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7 .. . 0-0 
Against this particular move order 7 . . .  ttJg4 

is a possibility, but I feel B .i.b5t  �fB 9 .0-0 
is quite dangerous. Black will have the bishop 
pair and White a terrible structure, but the 
pressure down the f-file is dangerous . 

8.h3 
8 . f3 would be a Yugoslav Attack; B .i.b3?! 

ttJ g4+. 

B .Wfd2? !  ttJ g4! This is now good for Black. 
White doesn't have a i.b5t  trick and so he'll 
have no compensation for Black's bishop 
pair. White has tried to retain his bishop with 
9 .i.g5 , but after 9 . . .  h6 1 0.i.h4 i.xd4! 1 1 .Wfxd4 
e5 !  1 2 .i.xdB exd4+ Black wins material . 

8 .. . lLlxe4 
A good way to exploit White's move order. 

B . . .  ttJc6 will transpose elsewhere after either 
9 .0-0 or 9 .i.b3 . 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
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2 
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a b e d  e f g h 
9.tLlxe4 

9.i.xf7t :gxf7 1 0 .ttJxe4 ttJc6 1 1 .0-0 Wfb6!?  
( l 1 . . .i.xd4 1 2 .i.xd4 d5 followed by . . .  e5 is 
also fine) 1 2 .c3 ( 1 2 .ttJb3 Wfb4 1 3 .ttJg5 :gf5+ 
favours Black. We have the bishop pair and the 
centre. )  1 2  . . .  Wfxb2 I don't see a way for White 
to exploit the queen's location. 1 3 .:ge 1 ttJxd4 
1 4.i.xd4 i.xd4 1 5 .cxd4 ( I 5 .Wfxd4 Wfb6+) 

1 5  . . .  i.d7 1 6 .a4 b6+ I don't think White has 
enough play for the pawn. 

9 .. . d5 10.lLlb5 
1 0 .i.d3? !  dxe4 1 1 .i.xe4? loses at once to 

1 1 . . . f5 !  1 2 .i.f3 f4-+. 

8 
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a b c d e f g h 
10 .. . a6 

1 0  . . .  dxc4 giving the exchange is also 
possible. 1 1 .WfxdB :gxdB 1 2 .ttJc7 i.f5 1 3 . f3 
ttJa6 1 4.ttJxa8 i.xb2 1 5 .:gb 1 c3= Black had two 
pawns for the exchange and rough equality in 
Deren - Abdelmoumen, email 2006. 

1 1 .W!xd5 axb5! 12.W!xb5 
1 2 .WfxdB :gxdB 1 3 .i.xb5 i.f5+; 1 2 .0-0-0!? 

Wfa5 1 3 .Wfxb5 Wfxb5 14 .i.xb5 :gxa2= 

8 
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a b e d  e f g h 
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12 . • .  i,d7 13.'iffib3 i,a4 14.'iffid3 'iffia5t 
15.i,d2 'iffic7 

Black had a strong initiative for the pawn in 
Fel icio - Gonzaga Grego, email 2008 . 

C) 7.0-0 0-0 

Let's compare this position to the one with the 
bishop on e2 . In White's favour he has pressure 
down the a2-g8 diagonal against the black king 
and f7 -pawn - which slows our typical break 
. . .  d5 .  On the other hand he now has to watch 
out for . . .  lLlxe4 ideas followed by . . .  d5 ,  forking 
bishop and knight. The g4-square is also more 
vulnerable and so White will generally need to 
spend a tempo on h2-h3 . The bishop on c4 
will probably have to move again as we can 
easily hit it with . . .  lLlc6-e5/a5 or . . .  :1'k8 .  The 
c4-bishop and d4-knight both want to drop 
back to b3, so White's pieces don't coordinate 
well. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
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a b e d  e f g h 
We will consider Cl) 8.i,g5 and the most 

common C2) 8.�el .  

8.h3 lLlc6 9 .i,e3 transposes to 8 .i,e3 
immediately below. 

8 .i,e3 lLlc6 9 .h3 lLlxe4 is also possible here. 
(9 . . .  i,d7 is again likely to transpose elsewhere) 
l O .lLlxe4 ( 1  O .i,xf7t E1xf7 1 1 .lLlxe4 was already 

covered in the note to White's 9th move in 
variation B) l O  . . .  d5 1 1 .lLlxc6 bxc6 1 2 .i,d3 
dxe4 1 3 .i,xe4 'iffic7= 

8 .f4? As usual, this is far too early: 8 . . .  'iffib6! 
9 .<;t>h l (9 .i,e3 lLl g4-+) 9 . . .  lLlxe4!+ 

8 .f3 looks wrong when linked to castling 
kingside. White's king becomes rather exposed 
and it's tough to come up with a good plan for 
him. 8 . . .  ttk6 9 .i,e3 i,d7 1 O .'iffid2 E1c8 1 1 .i,b3 
lLl e5 1 2 .'iffifL. lLlc4 Black is already comfortable . 

8 .i,b3 lLlc6 
White has his typical problem with the 
knight. 

9 .h3 
9 .lLlxc6 bxc6 is, as usual, comfortable for 
Black. 
For 9.E1e l see variation C22. 

a b e d  e f g h 

9 . . .  lLlxd4 
It makes sense to take the knight before 
White gets time to defend it with i,e3 . 
9 . . .  a5 ! ?  immediately is also interesting, with 
the idea l O .i,e3 a4. 

1 O .'iffixd4 lLld7 l l .'iffid l  lLlc5 1 2 .E1e l a5= 
With a typical, roughly equal position .  

8 .lLlf3 was tried fairly recently by  a strong, 
young GM, but developing normally is a 
sufficient antidote. 8 . . .  lLlc6 9 .h3 a6 1 O .E1e l b5 
l l .i,fl i,b7 1 2 .i,g5 E1e8 1 3 .'iffid2 E1c8 1 4.E1ad l 
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Yu Yangyi - Khusnutdinov, Zaozhuang 20 1 2 . 
Here I like: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 4  . .  .tLla5!N This looks good as we don't need 
to fear 1 5 .e5 dxe5 1 6 .lLlxe5 Wi'xd2 1 7 .ibxd2 
lLlc6, when the psoition is level. 

Cl) 8.i.g5 tiJc6 9.tiJb3 

a b e d  e f g h 
9 .lLlxc6 This move always feels like a big 
concession in the Dragon. 9 . . .  bxc6 1 O .Wi'd2 
This position is examined in variation A. 

9 .ibb3 h6 1 0 .ibh4 Wi'b6! ?N would exploit 
White's h4-bishop being rather offside. We 
can follow up with . . .  Wi'c5 and playing on the 
queenside. 

9 .Ei:e 1 transposes to the note on 9 .ibg5 in 
variation C2 below. 

The pOSItIon would be a normal Karpov 
Variation with the bishop back on e2 but, as 
usual in these variations, the bishop is now 
rather loose. When I had this position I chose: 

9 .. . a6 IO.:Bel 
1 0 .a4 b6= 
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a b e d  e f g h 
IO ... b5 1 1 .i.f1 :Be8 12.tiJd5 tiJxd5 13.exd5 
tiJe5 14.a4 i.g4 15.WI'd2 i.d? 16.axb5 axb5 
1? c3 tiJc4 18.hc4 bxc4 19.tiJd4 :Bxal 
20.:Bxal Wl'b6; 

Tischbierek - Jones, Porto San Giorgo 2003 . 

C2) 8.:Bel tiJc6 

We have reached another split, with White's 
options being C2l) 9.tiJb3, C22) 9.i.b3 and 
C23) 9.h3. 

9.ibg5 lLlxd4 1 O .Wi'xd4 h6 I l .ibxf6 ( l l .ibd2 
lLlg4 1 2 .Wi'd3 lLle5't) 1 1 . . .ibxf6 1 2 .Wi'e3 c;t>h7 
1 3 .Ei:ad l  ibd7= 

9 .lLlxc6 is generally a move we're happy to see. 
After 9 . . .  bxc6 we now control the d5-square, 
which is generally our weakest point in the 
Dragon, and have play down the semi-open 
b-file: 1 O .ibg5 Ei:b8 I l .ibb3 lLld7 = 

9 .lLlf3 gives White a worse version of 1 0 .ltJf3 
(variation C23 ! )  as we can now play: 9 . . .  ibg4 



Chapter 1 7  - Quiet Set-ups with .!c4 27 1 

1 0 .h3 .!xf3 1 1 .Wxf3 ltJe5 1 2 .We2 ltJxc4 
1 3 .Wxc4 Black is already a little better with the 
superior bishop. 

9 . .!e3?! is premature as 9 . . .  ltJg4! is awkward to 
deal with: 1 0 .ltJxc6 bxc6 1 1 ..!d4 e5 1 2  . .!e3 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 
rum�',///hjucm"�h'���/" 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  d5!N This is practically winning, as 
1 3 .exd5 Wh4 1 4 .h3 ( l 4  . .!c5 Wxh2t 1 5 .<j;Jfl 
e4!-+) 1 4  . . .  ltJxe3 1 5 .Elxe3 Wxc4 wins a piece. 

C2l) 9.tlJb3 

This looks rather clumsy with the bishop 
on c4. Anna Muzychuk tried an interesting 
idea: 

a b e d  e f g h 
9 ... tlJeS 10 . .!f1 .!g4!? 1 1 .0 .!d7 

Black claims that the pawn on f3 and king 
on gl don't work well together. 

12.a4 :Eks 13.tlJdS?! 
This is a typical idea for White in Classical 

Dragons, but with the pawn on f3 it doesn't 
work so well .  

13 . .!e3 a6 1 4.a5 ltJc4 1 5  . .!xc4 Elxc4= is safer. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
13 .•. tlJxdS 14.exdS EleS IS .c3 e6! 

Opening up lines to exploit Black's lead in 
development and White's vulnerable king. 

16.f4?! tlJc4 17.Lc4 Elxc4 IS.dxe6 Elxe6 
19.9xe6 Le6 20 • .!e3 Ele4 21 .La7 b6! 
22.aS Lb3 23.�xb3 �e7! 

a b e d  e f g h 
The double attack won material in Vega 

Gutierrez - A. Muzychuk, Tromso (01) 20 14 .  
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C22) 9.i.b3 i.d7 10.i.g5 

1 0 .h3 is examined in variation C233 below. 

1 O .lLlxc6 �xc6 1 1 .�g5 h6 1 2 .�h4 lLld7 
1 3 .lLld5? !  g5 !  1 4.�g3 �xb2 1 5 .Ei:b l �g7 1 6.h4 
lLl e5+ White had insufficient compensation 
for the pawn in Zhang Zhong - Jakovenko, 
Taiyuan 2006. 

a b e d  e f g h 
10 • . •  h6 1 1 .i.h4 

We can now grab the bishop pair. 

1 1 .. .lLlxd4 12.'?Nxd4 g5 13.i.g3 �h5 14.'?Nd3 
�xg3 1 5.hxg3 

Here I like: 

a b e d  e f g h 

15  •.• i.c6N 16.Ei:adl e6 
If White grabs the pawn we will obtain 

fantastic compensation: 

17.'?Nxd6 '?Nxd6 18.Ei:xd6 i.e5 19.Ei:d3 �g7;; 
The bishop on e5 dominates, and our plan is 

to open up the h-file with . . .  h5-h4 and .. J::1hS. 

C23) 9.h3 

White takes control of g4. 

9 .•. i.d7 

Once again White has a choice, the main 
options being C231) 10.llJf3, C232) 10.i.e3, 
C233) 10.i.b3 and C234) 10.i.g5 . 

C231) 10.�f3 

This works better than normal with the bishop 
on c4 but it is still not dangerous. 

10 . • .  Ei:c8 1 1 .i.b3 
l 1 .�fl Wa5 1 2 .�e3 �e6 1 3 .a3 d5!  Black 

had taken the initiative in T.L. Petrosian -
Mamedov, Dresden (01) 200S.  

1 1 .  . •  �a5 12.i.g5 
1 2 .lLld5 lLlc4= 
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a b e d  e f g h 
12 ... h6N 

I prefer this, keeping a bit more tension. 

12 . . .  tLlc4 1 3 .�xc4 Elxc4 1 4 .e5 dxe5 1 5 .tLlxe5 
Elc7 1 6 .'lWd4 j,f5 1 7.'lWxa7 j,xc2= was fine for 
Black in Zelcic - A. Kovacevic, Bizovac 2009. 

13.�h4 
1 3 .j,e3 can be met by 1 3  . . .  'lWc7= followed 

by our usual plan of . . .  b5 .  

Only now should we exchange on c4: 

13 ... ttJc4 14.�xc4 gxc4= 
1 5 .e5 dxe5 1 6.tLlxe5 ? is no longer playable as 

the bishop drops. 

C232) 10.�e3 

a b e d  e f g h 

A sensible developing move, but it is not 
challenging. It prevents the problems we see in 
variation C234, but the bishop isn't really well 
placed here. 

10 ... Elc8 1 1 .�b3 ttJa5 
A usual plan in the Dragon: Black is probably 

going to put that knight on c4, but also keeps 
open the possibility of taking on b3. 

12.VNd3 
1 2 .tLlf3 a6 1 3 .'lWd2 b5 1 4 .j,h6 

This move is rare, but it was actually played 
against me just as I finished this book. 
I played a logical continuation: 

1 4  . . .  tLlc4 
Initially I had intended to recommend 
14 . . .  j,c6 with an equal position, Brasoy -
Paulsen, Karasjok 2004. 

1 5 .j,xc4 Elxc4 1 6 .j,xg7 �xg7 1 7.b3 
1 7 .e5 would be safer, but is just equal after 
1 7  . . .  dxe5 1 S .tLlxe5 Elc7 1 9 .Elad 1  'lWcS= .  

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7  . . .  Elc6! ?  l S .tLld5 e5 !  1 9 .tLlxf6 'lWxf6 20.Ele3 
ElfcS 

Emms - Jones, Hinckley Island 20 1 5 . The 
position is approximately equal but is easier for 
Black to play. In John's time trouble I managed 
to push . . .  a5-a4 and eventually broke with 
. . .  d5 .  
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a b e d  e f g h 
12  • . •  a6 13J!:adl 

1 3 .ltJd5 ltJxd5 1 4.exd5 b5 1 5 .1'hd 1 l'!e8 and 
Black is already fine. After the further 1 6.i.g5 ? !  
ltJ c4 1 7.i.cl l'!c5 White was struggling 10 

Reite - Agdestein, Trondheim 2004. 

1 3 .i.g5 Moving the bishop twice can hardly 
be the refutation of the line: 1 3  . . .  l'!e8 1 4 .l'!ad 1 
b5 1 5 .'lWe2 h6 1 6.i.xf6 i.xf6 1 7.ltJd5 i.g7 
1 8 .c3 e6 1 9 .1tJe3 'lWb6 Black was taking over in 
Houdini 2.0c - Strelka 5 . 5 ,  engine game 20 1 2 . 

1 3 .f4 has ideas of e4-e5 , so Black normally 
responds with: 1 3  . . .  'lWc7 14 .ltJf3 i.c6= Black 
will follow up with the usual . . .  b5 .  

13 .. . b5 14.�d5 
1 4. a4 can be met with 1 4  . . .  bxa4! 1 5 .i.a2 

( I  5 .i.xa4 l'!xc3! and 1 5 .ltJxa4 e5 !  1 6.ltJe2 i.b5 
1 7.'lWxd6 'lWxd6 1 8 .l'!xd6 ltJxe4 1 9 .1'!d5 ltJxb3 
20.cxb3 l'!b8 are both unpleasant) 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 
b07J�wu,,, 

'''',''''''WcW/'' ' ' ' '  

a b e d  e f g h 

1 5  . . .  ltJb7! A good rerouting of the knight. 
1 6.i.cl ltJc5 (The immediate 1 6  . . .  'lWb6't is 
more accurate) 1 7.'lWg3 'lWb6 1 8 .ltJd5? ltJxd5 
1 9 .exd5 i.xd4! 20.l'!xd4 ltJb3 2 1 .i.xb3 Wi'xd4 
22.c3 Wi'c5 23 .i.a2 l'!fe8 0-1 Gavrilakis -
Miroshnichenko, Kallithea 2008 .  

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
14 .. . �c4 15 .i.cl l'!c5= 

Black has no worries . 

C233) 10.i.b3 

10 .. . �xd4 1 1 .'lWxd4 i.c6 
Our plan is to play . . .  ltJd7, . . .  b5 and . . .  a5.  
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8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b c d e g 
12.\Wdl 

It seems odd to come all the way back with 
the queen, but now at least . . .  tLld7-c5 won't 
come with a tempo as it would with the queen 
on d3 . Also, the bishop on cl isn't obstructed 
as it would be with the queen on e3. 

1 2 .�d3 tLld7 1 3 .ig5 tLlc5 14 .�e3 Ei:eS 1 5 .id5 
�b6 1 6.Ei:ab l Ei:acS 1 7.h4 tLle6 l S .�xb6 axb6 
1 9 .�e3 

a b e d  e f g h 

Middelburg - R. Fridman, Germany 2003. 
Here 19 . . .  b5N favours Black. 

1 2 .�e3 tLld7 1 3 .�d2 tLlc5= Aloyzas Kveinys 
has played this position as White a couple of 
times for some reason, but Black is already 
comfortable. 

12 ... h5 l3.ttJd5 

1 3 .a3 tLld7 1 4.tLld5 tLlc5 1 5 .�g5 Ei:eS 1 6 .Ei:b 1 
h6 1 7.�h4 g5 l S .�g3 e6 1 9 .tLlb4 was played 
in McShane - Tiviakov, Calvia (01) 2004: 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 

",�,,�/,U"� 

'��""''/J'/h 

I%bl%,��; 

a b e d  e f g 

1 9  . . .  �xe4!N looks strong. 20.�xd6 tLlxb3 
2 1 .Ei:xe4 �b6! 22.�e5 (22.cxb3 Ei:adS+ regains 
the piece) 22 . . .  Ei:edS 23 .tLld3 tLlc5 24.Ei:e3 
tLlxd3 25 .cxd3 Ei:acS+ Black is better: with a 
rook on d5 White won't have any opportunity 
to attack our king. 

l3 .. . a5 
The immediate 1 3  . . .  e6= is also fine. 

14.ig5 
1 4.a3 was Su.B .  Hansen - W Watson, 

Germany 1 999,  when simplest is 14 . . .  e6N. 

We have been following Wedberg - Carlsson, 
Linkoping 200 1 ,  and here I like: 

a b e d  e f g 
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14 ... a4!N 15 .Lf6 exf6 16.tlJb4 axb3 
17.tlJxc6 Wfc7 18.tlJb4 bxc2 19.tlJxc2 f5i 

a b e d  e f g h 
Black has a favourable position with the 

stronger minor piece. 

C234) 10 . .ig5 

This used to be the main line, but recently 
White has found himself with some problems. 

a b e d  e f g h 
1O •.• tlJxd4 1 1 .Wfxd4 h6! 

This is the issue. White doesn't have a good 
square for his bishopnW勀2䚐 O �
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12 .. .tLlg4! 13.�d3?! 
1 3.'1Wd5 would stop Black's attack, but Black 

has a pleasant edge after 1 3  . . .  �c6 1 4 .'\Wd3 lUe5 
1 5 .Wfl lUxc4 1 6.Wxc4 1'%cS+. 

13 ... lUeS 14.\We2 �xh3! 
The hit which refuted this line. It transpires 

that White's pieces are badly placed to defend 
his king.

t  Whics o s  edr os C 6 . W 2 ঌ 鈀1L

The 
rlits that s t t t �

� �
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1 8  . . .  ttJxd2! 1 9 .Wxd2 0 9 .e5 has to be tried, 
but 1 9  . . .  Wh2t 20.me3 Wg3t 2 1 .Wxd2 Wxf4t 
22.md 1 Wxe5+ must favour Black with four 
pawns for the knight) 1 9  . . .  Wh2t 20.me3 
�d4t! White's queen drops. 
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Minor Lines 
a b e d  e f g h 

Levenfish Variation 

Variation Index 
l .e4 c5 2.�a d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.�xd4 �f6 5.�c3 g6 6.£4 

6 . . .  � c6 
A) 7 . .ic4 
B) 7.�b3 
C) 7 . .ib5 .id7 

Cl)  8 . .ie3 
C2) 8 . .ixc6 

D) 7.�a 
E) 7.�xc6 bxc6 8.e5 �d7 

El)  9.'lMa .ig7 
El l)  10.'lMxc6 
E12) 10  . .ib5!? 

E2) 9.exd6 exd6 
E2 1)  10.'lMd4 
E22) 10  . .ie3 .ie7 1 1 .'lMd2 0-0 12.0-0-0 d5 

E22 1)  13.h4 
E222) 13.g4 

A) after 1 1 .�b3 E l l )  after 1 1 .�e3 

7 
8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

E2 1 )  after 1 3 .�f3 

'��"ww/·W��"n,'wF'C"'�""'JWm. 
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280 
281 
282 
284 
285 
286 
288 
288 
289 
29 1 
292 
293 
295 
296 
297 

a b c d e f g h 
l l . . .O-O!N 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 1  . . .  1'lxb2!N 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 3  . . .  l2l g4!N 



280 Minor Lines 

l .e4 cS 2.itJf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.itJxd4 itJf6 
S.itJc3 g6 6.f4 

The Levenfish used to be fairly popular but it 
has fallen into disuse for the past few decades. 
White has a few tricks but as long as they are 
sidestepped Black will have excellent chances. 

We will analyse five options, the last of which 
is by far the most important: A) 7 . .ic4, 
B) 7.itJb3, C) 7 . .ibS, D) 7.itJf3 and E) 7.itJxc6. 

7.!il.e2 is likely to transpose to some sort of 
Classical Variation. 7 . . .  !il.g7 8 .!il.e3 (8 .lLlb3 is 
variation B below) 8 . . .  0-0 We have reached 
the Rabinovich Attack in Chapter 1 3 . 

Also after 7 .!il.e3 !il.g7 White has nothing better 
than transposing to some other variation, for 
instance with 8 .!il.e2 0-0 as above. 

A) 7 . .ic4 .ig7 8.tlJxc6 

8 .lLlf3 0-0 9 .0-0 actually reaches a position I 
mentioned briefly at the start of Chapter 1 7, 
where Black is doing well after 9 . . .  b5 ! .  

8 .. . bxc6 9.eS 
White's attack might look threatening but 

Black has everything under control. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
9 ... itJd7! 

This move is rare but it simply looks good 
for Black. 

1O.exd6 
1 O .e6N needs checking but 1 0  . . .  fXe6 

1 1 .!il.xe6 'Wb6't leaves White's king in more 
danger than Black's. 

1 O .'Wf3 has not been played in this exact 
position, but 1 0 . . .  dxe5 immediately transposes 
to a game which continued: 1 1 .'Wxc6 �b8 
1 2 .0-0 In Ahmed - Onabogun, Abuja 2003, 
Black should have played: 
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Taking the pawn is risky: 1 4.1.Wxa7 ( 1 4 .j,e3 
ttJb6+) 14 . . .  ttJb6 1 5 .j,e2 ( 1 5 .j,b3 Wd4t 
1 6 .<;:t>h l md8+ Black totally dominates the 
board) 1 5  . . .  exf4 1 6 .j,xf4 j,d4t 1 7.<;:t>h l e5 
1 8 .j,h6 1':i:e8 Black has more than enough for 
the pawn. 

10 ... .!iJb6 1 1 ..ib3 
Here I found a strong novelty to improve on 

Krizek - Janda, Czech Republic 2006. 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 ...0-O!N 12.dxe7?! 

This must be the critical test of Black's last 
move, but objectively it is a mistake. 

Mter 1 2 .0-0 exd6't the fact that Black has 
castled before recapturing the pawn means 
that White is unable to force a queen exchange 
with We2t.  

12 ... Wfxe7t 13.Wfe2 Wfh4t 14.g3 
14 .Wf2? 1':i:e8t 1 5 .ttJe2 We7 is already 

winning for Black. 

14 ... Wfh3 
White is in trouble, for instance: 

15 . .ie3 .ig4 16.Wffl Wfh5 17.Wff2 c5! 18.0-0 
1':i:fe8+ 

The threats are . . .  1':i:xe3 and . . .  c4, and 
1 9  .j,xc5? loses immediately to 1 9  . . .  j,xc3 
20.bxc3 1':i:e2. 

B) 7 • .!iJb3 .ig7 

a b e d  e f g h 
8 . .ie2 

8 .j,d3 0-0 9 .0-0 is examined in variation A 
of the next chapter. 

8 .j,e3? !  
Black can exploit White's move order with: 

8 . . .  ttJ g4 
8 . . .  0-0 9 .j,e2 would again transpose to 
the Rabinovich Attack - see variation B of 
Chapter 1 3 .  

9 .j,gl e5 !  
Carving out a strong outpost on e5 .  

a b e d  e f g h 

1 O .j,e2 
1 O .fxe5 j,xe5 I l .Wf3 was Ermenkov -
Gaprindashvili ,  Albena 1 985 ,  and now after 
1 1 . . .Wh4tN 1 2 .g3 Wf6't White's structure is 
rather ugly. 
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1 0 .'lMrf3 exf4 l 1 .h3 is even worse; in Galioto 
- Todorov, Porto San Giorgio 2000, Black 
could have obtained a clear advantage: 
1 1 . . .lLle3!N 1 2  . .txe3 .txc3t 1 3 .bxc3 
fXe3 1 4.'lMrxe3 'lMrh4t 1 5 .g3 'lMre7+ White 
has nothing to compensate for his lousy 
structure. 

1 O  . . .  exf4 1 1 ..txg4 'lMrh4t 1 2  . .tf2 'lMrxg4 
1 3 .'lMrxd6 

Somehow White has scored 2/2 from this 
position.  However, after the improvement . . .  

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3  . . .  .txc3t!N 1 4 .bxc3 'lMrxg2 
Black should be winning. 

8 .. . 0-0 
This is likely to transpose elsewhere. Black 

may also try and cut across White's plans with 
8 . . .  'lMrb6! ?  

9.g4!? 
For 9 . .te3 see variation B of Chapter 1 3 . 

9 .0-0 transposes to variation B 1 of Chapter 1 1 . 

9 . .tf3 was tried once by Alexander Morozevich 
but after 9 . . .  a5!N 1 O .a4 'lMrb6 Black is doing 
well ,  as 1 1 .'lMre2 lLl b4! 1 2  . .te3? fails to 
1 2  . . .  lLlxc2t.  

a b e d  e f g h 
9 .. . aS! 10.a4 

1 0 .g5 a4! was great for Black in Gershon 
- Lederer, Tel Aviv 1 994. The tactical point 
is that l 1 .gxf6N .txf6 1 2 .lLld2?? allows 
1 2  . . .  .th4t 1 3 .�fl .th3t 1 4 .mgl 'lMrb6 mate! 

10 ... lLlb4 1 l .gS lLld7 12.lLlbS lLlcs; 
White is rather overextended. 

C) 7 . .tbS .td7 

a b e d  e f g h 
White's two main options are Cl) 8.ie3 

and C2) 8 . .L:c6. 

8 .lLlxc6?! 
This doesn't really fit in with White's previous 
move. 
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8 . . .  bxc6 
8 . . .  �xc6 is also completely fine. 

9 .�e2 
9.�c4 �g7 l O .e5? !  

a b e d  e f g h 

This is what White would like to play, but 
after 1 0  . . .  dxe5 I l .fxe5 tt:lg4+ he gets very 
little play for the pawn. 
The text move controls the g4-square 
but White's play does not make a good 
impression. He is effectively playing an 
inferior version of variation E, having played 
the tame �e2 instead of the active e4-e5 ,  
while giving Black the free move . . .  �d7. 

8 .i � •• � �� 7 � �� :f.'i�� 'i , %%% �%0'� " \ n/h �%% 6 � ' r� . , �  5 

� 
�." ' %./" ". 

4 �.�.!��� 3 �m �� " '

%� � :1' "  � � 2 ���  • .,t.�� 
1 �" %�im �� ',: 

a b e d  e f g h 

9 . . .  'Wb6!?N 
The straightforward 9 . . .  �g7 is also fine. 
The text move prevents White from castling. 
White would probably have to try: 

1 0 .e5 dxe5 I l .fxe5 tt:ld5 1 2 .tt:lxd5 cxd5 
1 3 .'Wxd5 Ei:b8 

Black has excellent play for the pawn. 

8 .tt:lf3 �g7 
Here too, Black is comfortable, for example: 

9 .'We2 0-0 l O .e5? !  
This advance is the whole point of the 
Levenfish Variation .  Unfortunately for 
White, it hardly ever works. 

l O  . . .  dxe5 I l .fxe5 tt:lg4 1 2 .�f4 a6 1 3 .�c4 �e6! 
1 4.�xe6 fxe6 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 5 .g3N 
1 5 .�d2? was played in Sax - Ivanovic, Vrbas 
1 980,  when 1 5  . . .  tt:l d4!N 1 6.tt:lxd4 'Wxd4 
would have given Black a decisive advantage. 
The text move is necessary to hold onto 
the e5-pawn, at least temporarily. I like the 
following idea for Black. 

1 5  . . .  Ei:f5 ! ?  1 6.tt:lh4 tt:lgxe5 !  1 7.tt:lxf5 gxf5 
Black has excellent play for the sacrificed 
exchange, for instance: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 8 .0-0 'Wb6t 1 9 .'We3 'Wxe3t 20.�xe3 tt:lc4 
2 1 .�cl tt:lb4 



284 Minor Lines 

Black will have two pawns for the exchange 
and his pieces will dominate the board. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

9.0-O? 

Cl)  8 . .te3 .tg7 

a b e d  e f g h 

This has been the most common choice but 
it leads to big trouble for White. 

9 .'lWd2 is the lesser evil but White has mixed 
up several plans, and normal play will give 
Black the better chances . 

Likewise White could try 9 .h3 but 9 . . .  0-0 is 
more comfortable for Black, not least because 
1 0 .0-0 tLlxd4 wins a pawn after 1 1 ..ixd7 (or 
1 1 ..ixd4 .ixb5 1 2 .tLlxb5 tLlxe4't) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 1 . . .tLlxc2! 1 2 .'lWxc2 tLlxd7+. 

After 9 .tLlxc6 bxc6 1 0  . .ie2 White has prevented 
our . . .  'lWb6 idea, but 1 0  . . .  0-0 is comfortable 
for Black. It is worth adding that I l .e5? !  still 
doesn't work: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 1 . . .tLld5 !  1 2 .tLlxd5 cxd5 1 3 .'lWxd5 .ie6 
14 .'lWe4 .if5+ We regain the pawn with a good 
position.  

9 ... lLlg4! lo.lLlxc6 
1 O  . .ixc6 tLlxe3 is no good for White. 

10 ... bxc6 1 1 ..td4 
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a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 ...e5! 12.fxe5 dxe5 

White is dropping material . His trickiest 
attempt is: 

13 . .tc5 .tf8!?N 
This is the most practical reply although 
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1 3  . . .  cxb5 ,  as  played in Do Thi Thuy - Ph an 
Nguyen Mai, Vung Tau 2004, should also be 
winning. 

a b e d  e f g h 
14.LfB �xf8 15  . .ie2 tiJe3 16.Wid6 tiJxf1 
17.Wixe5t Wie7 18.Wixe7t �xe7 19.�xf1 
.ie6 

Black has a big advantage in the endgame. 

C2) 8 . .ixc6 bxc6 

This is the most sensible continuation but 
White is unable to crash through. 

9.e5 
Again the only logical follow-up. 

9 ... itJd5! 1O.tiJxd5 
1 0 .ctJe4?!  .ig7 l 1 .exd6 0-0 1 2 .0-0 exd6 is 

simply good for Black, as 1 3 .ctJxd6? loses a 
piece to 1 3  . . .  .ig4! 1 4.Wxg4 .ixd4t 1 5 .i>h l 
Wxd6. 

Another game continued 1 0 .exd6 ctJxc3 
l 1 .bxc3 c5!  1 2 .dxe7? !  Wxe7t 1 3 .ctJe2 :B:ds 
14.'1Wd3 .ic6 1 5 .Wig3 .ig7 and White was 
already in big trouble. The further error 
1 6.0-0? was played in Johansson - Nilsson, 
Stockholm 1 96 1 ,  when Black could have won 
a piece with 1 6  . . .  Wxe2N 1 7.�e l :B:d 1 .  

IO .•. ad5 

1 1 .0-0 .ig7 1 2 .exd6 (Again 1 2 .Wf3 can be 
met with 1 2  . . .  e6) 1 2  . . .  Wb6 1 3  . .ie3 Wxd6+ 
Black had his customary edge in L. Horvath -
B .  Papp, Hungary 20 1 0 . 

1 1 .. .e6 12  • .id2 dxe5 13.fxe5 Wih4t 14.Wifl 
Wie4t 15 .Wie3 

This was all seen in the old game Chaplinsky 
- Tolush, Riga 1 952 .  Here Eddie Dearing, 
quoting Attila Schneider, recommends: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
15  . . . 'iMxg2!N 16.0-0-0 :Bc8 17.:Bdgl 'iMe4 
18.'iMxe4 dxe4 19J�el :Bc4+ 

Black's powerful bishops give him fine 
prospects in the endgame. 

a b e d  e f g h 
This has recently been tried by some strong 

players . White opts for some sort of hybrid of 
the Open Sicilian and Grand Prix Attack. 

7 .. . �g7 8.�d3 
8 .j,c4 0-0 reaches a position discussed 

briefly on page 266 in the note on 7 .f4 .  

8 . . .  'iMb6!? 
This is the critical test of White's set-up. The 

idea is to make it as awkward as possible for 
White to castle. 

9.'iMe2 
White hopes to develop his bishop on e3 

after defending the b2-pawn. Other moves are 
no better: 

9 .j,d2 tLlb4!?N seems a logical novelty. 
1 O .j,b5t (Attempting to castle with 1 0 .'We2 
0-0 1 1 .j,e3? fails to the surprising 1 1  . . .  tLlxc2t! 
1 2 .j,xc2 'Wxb2 1 3 .�d2 tLlxe4t! 1 4 .tLlxe4 
'Wb4t 1 5 .�dl j,xal+) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 O  . . .  j,d7 1 1 .j,xd7t tLlxd7 1 2 .a3 tLla6! This 
looks strange but Black is guarding the c7-
square against a possible tLld5 .  1 3 .:gb 1 tLlcTt 

9 .h3 takes control of g4 but cedes the g3-
square. Once again 9 . . .  tLlb4!?N is promising: 
1 O .j,c4 ( l 0 .tLla4 'Wa5 1 1 .tLlc3 tLlxd3t 1 2 .cxd3 
b5+; 1 0 .j,e2?! tLlh5!  is rather awkward. White 
could try 1 1 .j,b5t  but 1 1 . . .'it>f8! 1 2 .a3 tLla6! 
leaves White in trouble. )  

7 6 5 4 
2 

a b e d  e f g h 
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The text move is better although 1 0  . . .  tZlh5 !  
still favours Black, as  1 1 .tZle2 can be met with 
1 1  . . .  d5 ! .  

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

a b e d  e f g h 
9 . . .  0-0 10J�bl 

White defends b2 and so prepares ile3 . 

White can offer a queen trade with 1 O."\We3 but 
this doesn't put any pressure on Black at all .  
10 . . .  \Wxe3t 1 1 .ilxe3 tZlb4 ( l 1 . . .b6!?) 1 2 .h3 b6 
1 3 .a3 tZlxd3t 1 4 .cxd3 ilb7 1 5Jk 1  A draw was 
agreed in Hubner - Sosonko, Wijk aan Zee 
1 986, although Black had the easier game. 

1 0 .\wf2 is similar, but White misses the chance 
to develop his bishop while recapturing. 
10 . . .  \Wxf2t 1 1 .<;t>xf2 In Hojjatova - Menzi, 
Batumi 20 1 0, 1 1 . . .tZlb4N would have given 
Black fine prospects . 

1 0 .ild2 has also been played but Black can 
simply grab the pawn. 1 0  . . .  \Wxb2 1 1 .:8b 1 \Wa3 
1 2 .0-0 a6 1 3 .<;t>h 1 In Kraus - Z. Haba, Czech 
Republic 20 1 2, the logical 1 3  . . .  b5N would 
have left White with little to show for his pawn 
deficit. 

1 0 .tZld1  
This can be  met with the same formula as  in  
our main line. 

1 O  . . .  e5! 

1 O  . . .  tZlb4! ?  also makes some sense. 
1 1 .fXe5 

1 1 .ile3 tZld4 1 2 .\Wd2 tZlg4 1 3 .ilxd4 exd4 
1 4 .0-0 ild7 Black already has a nice edge 
but it's amazing how quickly the experienced 
GM playing White loses. 1 5 .:8e 1 :8fe8 1 6.h3 
tZl f6 1 7.\Wf2 ilc6 1 8 .b3 tZlxe4 1 9 .ilxe4 ilxe4 
0-1 Art. Minasian - Komljenovic, Oviedo 
1 993.  
The main move was played in Mrdja -
Rezan, Sibenik 2009. As I pointed out on 
Chess Publishing, Black can improve with: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 1  . . .  tZlxe5!N 
The stronger recapture. 

1 2 .tZlxe5 dxe5 1 3 .ile3 \Wb4t 14 .ild2 \Wd6 
1 5 .0-0 tZlh5 

Black has the easier game. 
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7 
6 
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4 
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a b c d e f g h 
10 . . .  e5! 
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I like this classic way of playing against 
White's e4- and f4-pawns. 

1 1 .�e3 
This doesn't work out too well, but 1 1 .W1f2 

W1xf2t 1 2 .cj;Jxf2 LU b4 also favours Black. 

1 l  .. . tlJd4 12.W1d2N 
Mter 1 2 .j,xd4? exd4 1 3 .LUdl  l'!e8 14 .cj;Jf1 

LUxe4 Black was completely winning In 
Konev- Tamayo, Benasque 2000. 

12  .. . �h6! 
This keeps White under pressure. 

a b e d  e f g h 
13.0-0! 

1 3 .fxe5??  j,xe3 1 4 .W1xe3 LUxc2t would be 
embarrassing for White. 

13 ... �xf4! 14.�xd4 Wi'xd4t! 
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a b e d  e f g h 

15.tlJxd4 �xd2 16.l'!xf6 exd4 17.LUb5 �e6 
Black's strong bishops give him the better 

prospects . 

E) 7.llJxc6 bxc6 

a b e d  e f g h 
This is White's normal continuation. He 

improves Black's structure but hopes to crash 
through in the centre before we can complete 
our development. If his attack fails then Black 
can count on a pleasant middlegame. 

8.e5 
This is White's only logical continuation, 

without which his last move makes no sense. 

8 ... llJd7 
White may try El) 9.Wi'f3 or E2) 9.exd6. 

9.j,c4 j,g7 takes us back to variation A. 

El) 9.Wi'f3 

Black has an array of choices . Defending the 
c6-pawn is okay, but I prefer the more dynamic 
possibility of sacrificing it for the initiative. 

9 ... �g7 
9 . . .  dxe5 ! ?  

This i s  likely to transpose to our main line, 
but it also sets a subtle trap. 
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1 0 .�xc6 
1 0 .j,c4 j,g7 transposes to the note on 
1 0 .�f3 in variation A. 
The best continuation is 1 0 .j,b5 j,g7 
1 1 .j,xc6 l"Ib8 - see variation E 1 2  below. 

1 O  . . .  l"Ib8 1 1 .lDd5?  
1 1 .j,e3 j,h6!?  is complicated but Black i s  
certainly not worse. 
1 1 .fxe5 j,g7 also feels more pleasant for 
Black. 

At this point Ell )  lO.YMxc6 is the 
obvious move, but we should also consider 
E12) lO . .tb5!? 

1 0 .exd6 O-O! 1 1 .dxe7? !  is an extremely hot 
pawn to grab. l 1 . . .�xe7t 1 2 .c;t>f2 ( l 2 .j,e2 
l"Ie8-+ is a chronic pin) In L. Lukacs - Szakaly, 
Hungary 20 1 1 ,  1 2  . . .  lD c5N 1 3 .j,e3 l"IeS would 
have given Black a clear advantage. 

The advantage of this move order for Black El l) lO.YMxc6 E:b8 1 1 ..te3 
is that this knight jump looks tempting but 
is, in fact, seriously flawed. 1 1 .exd6 

8 �.!.�.� �� 7 � v.� i).'i�� i 6 %�1. %�'� 5 ���. �� 
4 ����" %��� 
3 �� �. %� 2 !�!� ��!� , ,}., %%),// ��.(//, �� ,.;" � � ��� : 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 l . . .j,g7 1 2 .j,c4 
1 2 .lDc7t 'it>fS gets nowhere for White and he 
will have to take care not to lose the knight, 
for example after 1 3 .j,d3? j,b7 14 .�c4 l"IcS . 

1 2  . . .  0-0 1 3 .j,e3 j,b7-+ 
White was dropping material in Istrati -

Gara, Oropesa del Mar 1 999. 
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a b e d  e f g h 

As usual in these variations, taking the pawn 
on d6 is asking for trouble. 

1 1 . . . 0-0 1 2 .�c7 
Other moves are no better: 
1 2 .j,a6 lD b6 1 3 .j,xcS E:xcS 1 4.�b7 
Vicente Soler - Rodriguez Rey, Spain 1 9S4. 
14 . . .  �xd6N 1 5 .0-0 j,xc3 1 6 .bxc3 l"Ixc3+ 
1 2 .j,e3 l"Ixb2 1 3 .0-0-0 Ouran Vallverde 
- Rodriguez Rey, Spain 1 9S4. 1 3  . . .  l"Ib 7N 
1 4.j,d4 j,xd4 1 5 .l"Ixd4 exd6+ 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  �e8!?N 
Keeping the queens on makes sense to me, 
although 1 2  . . .  exd6 1 3 .�xd8 l"Ixd8+ is also 
tempting; despite the queen exchange, 
Black still has a dangerous initiative. 
A correspondence game which reached 
this position didn't last long: 1 4.j,c4 l"IeSt 
1 5 .'it>n a6 1 6.lDd1  j,b7 1 7.c3 d5 l S .j,b3 
d4 1 9 .f5 lDc5 20.fxg6 hxg6 2 1 .j,f4 l"IbdS 
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22.h4 l'!e4 23 .�c7 l'!de8 24.tLl f2 l'!e2 0-1 
Zimniok - John, email 200 1 .  

1 3 .�e2 exd6 1 4 .Wxd6 �b7 
Black has fantastic compensation .  

a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 . . . E:xb2!N 

Black has castled in a couple of 
correspondence games but capturing the pawn 
must be critical . 

12.<�� b5 
1 2 .0-0-0 l'!b8 1 3 .�xa7 l'!b7 1 4.�d4 dxe5 

1 5 .�xe5 0-0+ 

1 2 .tLld5 ! ?  is tricky but 1 2  . . .  l'!b8! seems to 
favour Black. ( 1 2  . . .  0-0 1 3 .Wxc8 is White's 
idea, although even here Black is fine after 
1 3  . . .  Wxc8 1 4.tLlxe7t �h8 1 5 .tLlxc8 l'!xc8 . )  

12 . . .  0-0 13.Wfc3 
This is a typical computer line and I 'm not 

convinced that it's really playable for a human. 

13 .. . E:xb5 14.hb5 dxe5 15.0-0-0 
1 5 .0-0 exf4 1 6 .�d4 e5 1 7.�xa7 Wg5+ 

gives Black a strong pawn mass and a kingside 
initiative. 

15  . . . exf4 16.i.d4 e5 
1 6  . . .  tLl f6 1 7.Wc5 e6 also looks reasonable for 

Black. These positions are obviously messy but 

we have the far safer king, so White's position 
is the more difficult to handle. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
17.i.xa7 e4 18.i.d4 

The following line caught my imagination. 

18  ... i.xd4!? 19.Wfxd4 Wfg5 20.hd7 
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a b e d  e f g h 
20 .. . f3t 21 .<.!fbl hd7 22.Wfxd7 E:b8t 
23. <.!fa! f2 

Despite White's extra rook he certainly 
isn't better. Black's connected passed pawns 
are dangerous while White has to watch out 
for his king's safety. My engine evaluates the 
position as dead equal . 
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E12) 10.�b5!? 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7.h3 tLl h5+ Black had easily 
f L

5 r o ስ က .܂�5 1
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14Jhd7!N i.xd7 1 5 .l'!d1  bales out and is 
probably the most sensible approach. Best play 
continues: 1 5  . . .  l'!d4! 1 6.i.xd4 exd4 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 7.i.xdlt Wxd7 1 8 .Wa8t Wd8 1 9 .Wxd8t 
( 1 9 .Wc6t <±>f8+) 1 9  . . .  i>xd8 20.t2J b5 i>c8 
Black has the better ending but objectively it 
should be a draw. 

14 .. . 0-0 15 .ttJd5 
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a b e d  e f g h 
15  ... lLlxe5! 16.ttJxb4 Wfa5 17.Wff4 ttJxc6 
18.lLlxc6 Wfa3t 19.i>d2 Wfc3t 20.'it>cl Wfxc6 

Black had an overwhelming advantage in 
Szafranski - Vassia, em ail 2000. 

E2) 9.exd6 exd6 

1 0 .i.e2 puts absolutely no pressure on 
Black. 1 0  . . .  d5 l 1 .i.e3 ( 1 1 .0-0 i.g7 1 2 .i.e3 
0-0+ ) 1 1 . . .i.g7 1 2 .i.d4 This was Estrada 
Degrandi - Toran Albero, San Rafael 1 95 1 ,  
and now 1 2  . . .  0-0N leaves Black with a 
typical advantage; the b2-pawn is especially 
vulnerable. 

Likewise 1 0 .Wf3 d5 is simply excellent for 
Black. 

1 0 .i.d3 gives us a pleasant choice between 
1 0 . . .  tLlc5+ and the more typical: 1 0  . . .  d5 1 1 .0-0 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 1 . . .i.c5tN 1 2 .<±>h 1 0-0+ 
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1 0 .ilc4 doesn't prevent 1 O  . . .  d5! either. The 
only critical line to check is I l .ttJxd5 cxd5 
1 2 .'lWxd5 as in Fejzovski - Goulenok, Paris 
1 993, but Black can refute his opponent's play 
with: 

8 � �..t�.� ,u 7 1  ���i�i  6 � � �i� �� �� �� � ��'I���� �� �� U,%� 

� !�!���!� u { ' :?if7� �y..;x/' �_'U � � � B M  
a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  ilb4t!N 1 3 .c3 'lWh4t 1 4 .g3 ( l 4.i>fl 
ilc5 !-+ ; or 1 4 .�dl 0-0 1 5 .cxb4 ttJb6 1 6 .'lWc5 
E1d8t 17 .�c2 ttJxc4 1 8 .'lWxc4 'lWf2t and 
White can resign) 14 . . .  'lWe7t 1 5 .ile2 ( l 5 .�dl  
O-O! also gives us  a decisive attack) 15  . . .  E1bB 
1 6 .cxb4 ilb7 1 7 .'lWd4 0-0 I B .E1fl E1feB 1 9 .E1f2 
ttJf6 Black has a crushing attack. 

E21) 10.Wfd4 

a b e d  e f g h 
This was the young Kasparov's attempt but, 

despite his famed preparation, he was quickly 
worse. 

10 ... tiJf6 1 l  . .ie3 .ie7 12  . .ie2 0-0 
White has managed to force Black to 

develop his bishop to e7 rather than g7, but 
this isn't a big deal for us. White's f4-pawn gets 
in the way of his attack and his pieces don't 
coordinate well . 

13 . .if3 
1 3 .0-0-0 has been played in a couple 

of computer battles but Black's play is 
straightforward: 1 3  . . .  d5 1 4.ttJa4 ( l 4.'lWa4 'lWc7 
1 5 .E1hfl a6 1 6.h3 E1bB 1 7.a3 E1eB I B .ild4 ttJd7 
1 9 .i>b l ild6 20.ilf3 ilb7 2 1 .ila7 E1aB 22.ilgl 
ttJc5 23 .ilxc5 ilxc5+ saw Black take over 
completely in el-shaddai - crgiorgio, engine 
game 20 1 3) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 4  . . .  ttJe4 1 5 .ilf3 ilf6 1 6.'lWxe4 dxe4 1 7.E1xdB 
E1xd8 1 8 .ilxe4 ile6 1 9 .ttJc5 ild5+ Black 
eventually converted the extra exchange in 
gereksiz - games tar, engine game 20 1 2. 

1 3 .0-0 d5 
Our plan is simply to advance our central 
pawns, and there doesn't seem to be much 
White can do about it. 

1 4.'lWa4 
1 4.'lWd2 E1bB 1 5 .ilxa7 E1xb2 1 6 .E1ab l E1xb l 
1 7.E1xb l c5 1 8 .ilf3 occurred in Klykow 
- Gaponenko, Wroclaw 2004, and after 
I B  . . .  d4!N Black completely dominates. 
1 4.b4 ilf5 1 5 .E1ac l saw White attempting 
to slow the central advance in Gireman 
- Shashwat, Nagpur 20 1 2, but 1 5  . . .  a5!N 
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would have been winning for Black. 
1 4  . . .  c5 

1 4  . . .  Ei:bB!?  is also good for Black. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 5 .Ei:ad 1 
1 5 .�f3 Ei:bB 1 6.Wxa7 Ei:b7 1 7 .WaB Wd7+ 

1 5  . . .  d4 1 6 .�f2 
In Shtyka - Kadatsky, Internet 2006, the 
easiest way forward would have been: 

1 6  . . .  Wb6!N 
This simply picks up the b2-pawn as 1 7.lLlb5?  

�d7 1 B .Wb3 Ei:abB only makes matters worse 
for White. 

a b e d  e f g h 
13 .. .ll�g4!N 

1 3  . . .  d5 was played in Kasparov - Balashov, 
Moscow 1 9B 1 ,  when a draw was soon agreed. 
Black can get a good game by using the same 
plan as shown above when White castles . 
However, I think my novelty is even stronger. 

14 . .bc6 
1 4.�xg4 �xg4 1 5 .0-0 �f6+ is comfortable 

for Black. 

14 .. . �f6 15.Wfdl 
After 1 5 .�xaB �xd4 1 6.�xd4 We7t 1 7 .Wd2 

d5!  White's king is unlikely to survive. 

a b e d  e f g h 
15  ... tLJxe3 16.Wfxe3 

1 6 .�xaB? loses by force: 1 6  . . .  Ei:eB 1 7.lLle4 
d5!  1 B .�xd5 ( l B .lLlxf6t Wxf6 1 9 .Wf2 lLlc4 is 
no better) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 B  . . .  lLlxg2t !  1 9 .'tt>f2 ( l 9 .Wd1 Ei:xe4 20.�xe4 
�g4t 2 1 .Wcl  �xb2t 22.Wxb2 Wxd2-+) 
1 9  . . .  Ei:xe4 Black has a crushing initiative. 

16  .. J�b8 17.0-0 
1 7 .lLld5 �a6!+ traps White's king in the 

centre of the board. 



Chapter 1 8  - Levenfish Variation 295 

1 7.0-0-0 'lWa5 1 8 .Ei:xd6 �e6=t also gives us a 
dangerous attack. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
17 ... Wfb6 18.Wfxb6 :gxb6 19.i.d5 :gxb2 
20.lDe4 i.d4t 2U�hl :gxc2i 

Black has good winning chances in the 
ending with the extra pawn. 
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E22) 10.i.e3 

a b e d  e f g h 
White threatens 1 1 .�d4 so it makes sense for 

us to develop and castle as quickly as possible. 

1O ... i.e7 1 1 .Wfd2 
This is White's usual approach as he wishes 

to castle queenside. 

1 1 .�e2 prepares short castling but puts 
absolutely no pressure on Black. 1 1  . . .  0-0 
1 2 .0-0 (Or 1 2 .'lWd2 d5 1 3 .0-0 Ei:e8 1 4 .�f3 
�d6 1 5 .mh 1 Ei:b8 1 6.b3 tt::l c5+ Patterson -
Berza, email 20 1 O . )  1 2  . . .  d5 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3 .'lWe 1 ? ! Ei:e8 14 .'lWf2 This was Gnauk -
Ersoez, Germany 2003, and after 1 4  . . .  �h4!N 
1 5 .'lWf3 'lWe7 1 6 .�f2 �xf2t 1 7.'lWxf2 tt::l f6 
1 8 .Ei:ae 1  'lWb4=t Black has taken over. 

White has also tried 1 1 .'lWf3 but once again 
Black gets a fine game by following the same 
plan. 1 1 . . .d5 1 2 .0-0-0 0-0 The queen may 
look more active on f3 than on d2 but, after 
the knight goes to f6, the threat of . . .  �g4 may 
force White to move his queen again. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3 .g4 ( l 3 .h4 tt::l f6 1 4.�e2 h5 1 5 .'lWg3 Lindinger 
- Golubev, Hamburg 1 999.  1 5  . . .  tt::lg4N 
1 6.�d4 c5 1 7.�e5 d4+) 1 3  . . .  �f6 1 4 .�d4 
�xd4 1 5 .Ei:xd4 Ei:b8 1 6 .Ei:d2 'lWb6 1 7.b3 'lWb4 
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1 8 .i.e2 lLlf6+ The legendary Dutch GM was 
taking over in Tarjan - Timman, Venice 1 974. 

1 1 ...0-0 12.0-0-0 d5 

a b e d  e f g h 
Practice has shown that White's attack is not 

dangerous. Black controls the centre and can 
aim to either advance his d-pawn or attack 
along the b-file. Just as in the last note, White 
must decide which pawn to advance in order 
to generate an attack. We will consider E221)  
13.h4 and E222) 13.g4. 

Another good example continued: 1 3 .i.e2 
'lWaS 1 4.h4 :B:b8 I S .hS lLl cS 1 6.i.d4 'lWb4 
1 7.b3 i.fS 1 8 .ct?b2 'lWa3t !  1 9 .cj;Jal ( l 9 .ct?xa3 
lLlxb3t 20.ct?b2 lLlxd2t+) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 9  . . .  i.f6! 20.lLlb l  (20.i.xf6 i.xc2! was the 
point, when Black is better after both 2 1 .:B:b 1 

i.xb l 22.:B:xb l :B:xb3 and 2 1 .'lWxc2 lLlxb3t) 
20 . . .  i.xd4t 2 1 .'lWxd4 'lWb4 22.cj;Jb2 'lWxd4t 
23.:B:xd4 i.e4+ Berecz - Lovakovic, email 
20 1 0 . 

Finally, 1 3 .fS has also been tried. 1 3  . . .  :B:e8 
( l 3  . . .  lLleSN 1 4.fxg6 fxg6+ also looks reliable) 
1 4 .fxg6 hxg6 I S . cj;Jb 1 

a b e d  e f g h 

In Bogdanovich - Matveev, Moscow 200S , 
I S  . . .  i.f6!N would have been safest. 1 6 .h4 'lWe7 
1 7.i.d4 :B:b8 1 8 .hS 'lWb4 Our counterplay 
comes in time, and after 1 9 .b3 'lWxd4 20.'lWxd4 
i.xd4 2 1 .:B:xd4 gS+ Black has a promising 
endgame. 

E221) 13.h4 lLlf6! 

From here the knight controls hS and also 
prepares to jump to g4 to harass the e3-bishop. 

a b e d  e f g h 
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14.hS 
This pawn sacrifice is typical against the 

Dragon but on this occasion it doesn't work. 
However, it's hard to offer White any better 
alternatives. 

1 4 .j,e2 ctJg4 (Playing a la Golubev with 
14 . . .  h5N, blocking up the kingside and 
winning f5 as an outpost, is also superb for 
Black) 1 5 .h5 ctJxe3 1 6.Wxe3 j,f6 1 7.hxg6 
hxg6 1 8 .j,d3 j,g4 1 9 .Wg3 j,xd l 20.j,xg6 

a b e d  e f g h 

20 . . .  Ei:e8! 2 1 .j,h7t i>f8 22.ctJxd l  Ei:bH Black's 
king was quite safe as White could not attack 
on the dark squares in starcrafcii, - squeek, 
engine game 20 1 3 . 

14 ... lilxhS lS .�f2 
1 5 .j,e2 ctJ g3 1 6 .Ei:h2 occurred in 

S .  Christensen - ] . Nielsen, Aalborg 1 999.  

a b e d  e f g h 

After 1 6  . . .  Ei:e8N White has nothing to show 

for his pawn deficit while the knight is strongly 
placed on g3 . Black is simply winning. 

The text move was played in Salinnikov -
Kargin, Novosibirsk 1 999. Here I would prefer: 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
ls  . . . lilf6N 16 . .ie2 lllg4 17.hg4 hg4 
18.gdel .if6+ 

With a clear extra pawn. 

E222) 13.g4 

a b e d  e f g h 
13 .. . �aS 

If you wish to keep an eye on the kingside 
you can also start with 1 3  . . .  Ei:e8 ! ?  The idea is 
to wait for 1 4.h4N before jumping our knight 
over to the kingside with 1 4  . . .  ctJ f6 1 5 .g5 
ctJh5+. 
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White avoided this outcome with 1 4.g5 in 
I .  Popov - Ulko, Moscow 2007, but his last 
move loses flexibility on the kingside, and 
1 4  . . .  �c5N 1 5 .�d4 �xd4 1 6.Wxd4 Wb6't 
leaves Black with a comfortable advantage. 

14.£5 
1 4 .i>b l was played in Friedel - Steigman, 

San Francisco 2000. After the natural 
14 .. J:%bSN 1 5 .i>al E!:eS Black completely 
dominates the board while White's attack is 
getting nowhere, for example: 1 6 .�d4 c5+; 
or 1 6.h4 tLl f6 1 7.g5 tLl g4 I S .�d4 �c5+; or 
1 6 .�g2 Wb4 1 7.Wc1 �f6+. 

14 .Wf2 doesn't slow our attack either. 14 . . .  E!:bS! 
1 5 .�d4 Magaldi - Roselli Mailhe, Uruguay 
1 9S6.  1 5  . . .  �dS!N A peculiar-looking move, 
but an extremely strong one. The main point 
is to threaten . . .  c5 without White being able 
to counter with tLlxd5 hitting the e7 -bishop. 
Black is already winning. 

a b e d  e f g h 
14 .. . E!:b8 15  . .id4 

1 5 .fxg6 fxg6 1 6 .�b5? !  �i>ᬀi>ഀa恟?! tLl 怕ࠀ 'iti <j:{ a2
mሉ
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16 . . .  �c5 is likely to transpose to the note to 
Black's 1 5 th move above. 

17.i>bl 
1 7.h4? loses to 1 7  . . .  c5 .  Mter the text move 

the critical line appears to be: 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
17 ... c5 18.lLlxd5! Ld5 19 • .ic3 'lWxg4 

1 9  . . .  �g5 !?  looks like a forced draw: 20.'lWxg5 
'lWxc3 2 1 .�xd5 'lWf3 22.fxg6 hxg6 23.�d6 
(23.�gl 'lWf2 24.�h l 'lWf3=) 23 . . .  'lWxh l 
24.�xg6t fxg6 25 .'lWxg6t 'it>h8 26.'lWh6t 'it>g8= 

20 . .ie2 
20 .'lWxd5 It:lf6 2 1 .�xf6 �xf6+ Black has the 

safer king and the threat of a rook to d8 is 
awkward for White. 

20 ... 'lWxf5 21 .'lWxd5 'lWxd5 22J�xd5 lLlf6 

a b e d  e f g h 
23 . .ixf6 .ixf6 24J:hc5 �bc8 

The game should probably end in a draw, 
but Black can press for a while with no risk. 
His bishop can go to c3 to keep the white king 
boxed in, and he also has the more mobile 
pawn majority. 

Conclusion 
The Levenfish was popular a few decades 
ago and a fair amount of theory built up on 
it. However, its reputation remains dubious 
and accurate play promises Black the better 
chances in most variations. In recent years a 
few strong players have tried 7 .lt:lf3 to reach 
a reasonably active position without much 
theory. However, 8 . . .  'lWb6! ?  is a convincing 
answer which cuts across White's approach 
and gives him immediate problems to solve. 



Minor Lines 
a b e d  e f g h 

6th Move Deviations 

Variation Index 

l.e4 c5 2.�f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.�xd4 �f6 5.�c3 

A) 6.�d3 
B) 6.h4 
C) 6.�d5 
D) 6.�b5t 
E) 6.�g5 �g7 7.VNd2 �c6 

El) 8.0-0-0 
E2) 8.�b3 

F) 6.h3!? �g7 
F1) 7.�e3 0-0 8.VNd2 �c6 

F11) 9.g4 
F12) 9.0-0-0 

F2) 7.g4 �c6 
F21) 8.�de2 
F22) 8.�e3 

5 ... g6 

E 1) after 11..ih6 F21) after 16.cudf4 

8 8 

7 7 

6 6 

5 5 

4 4 

3 

2 2 

a b c d e f g h a b c d e f g 

11 ... .ixh6!N 16 ... b3!N 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

2 

h a 

F22) after 21':;''1xe7 

b c d e f g 

2l...l"la8!N 

301 

302 

303 

304 

305 

307 

308 

310 

310 

311 

312 

314 

314 

315 

h 
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l .e4 cS 2.ttJf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.ttJxd4 ttJf6 
S.ttJc3 g6 

The lines examined in this chapter are rare 
and generally not dangerous, bur it's still useful 
to have some idea of how to deal with them. 
We will analyse A) 6.i.d3, B) 6.h4, C) 6.ttJdS, 
D) 6.i.bSt, E) 6.i.gS and F) 6.h3!? 

6 .ctJf3 doesn't put any pressure on Black. 
6 . . .  ctJc6 7.i.c4 i.g7 8 .0-0 0-0 9 .h3 a6= 

6 .ctJde2 is a strange move order to play the 
Fiancherro Variation as Black is not obliged 
to develop his knight to c6. However, we may 
as well simply transpose with 6 . . .  ctJc6 7.g3, as 
covered in Chapter 1 6. 

A) 6.i.d3 

6 ... ttJc6 7.ttJb3 
7.i.e3 ctJg4! is awkward for White. 

7.ctJxc6 bxc6 is obviously fine for Black. 

7 ... i.g7 8.0-0 0-0 9.f4 
This is at least a consistent follow-up. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

9 .. . aS! 

a b e d  e f g h 

Also interesting is: 
9 . . .  b5 ! ?N 

Borrowing an idea from the Classical where 
White plays f2-f4 prematurely. 

1 O .ttJxh5 
1 O .i.xb5? !  actually transposes to a position 
examined in Chapter 1 1  - see 1 O .i.xb5? !  in 
the notes to variation B 1 on page 1 83 .  

1O  . .  .'IWb6t 1 1 .c;t>hl  ttJxe4 1 2 .ctJxa7 
1 2 .i.xe4 'lWxb5 1 3 .'lWf3 i.d7 must favour 
Black with his central pawns. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  d5 1 3 .i.xe4 
1 3 .ttJxc8 ttJ f2t!  1 4.l'hf2 'lWxfl 1 5 .ctJxe7t 
ttJxeTt 

1 3  . . .  dxe4 1 4 .ttJxc8 l'l:fxc8 1 5 .c3 'lWb5 
Black's queenside pressure yields sufficient 

compensation and White will struggle to 
complete his development. 
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lO.a4 llJb4 l l .i>hl 
Here I found an improvement over 

Gonzalvez Perales - Sanchez Saez, Mislata 
20 1 2 . 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 1 .. .'?Nb6N 

Black's position looks preferable, based on 
the following line: 

12.£5 d5! 13.fxg6 hxg6 14.exd5 ttJfxd5 
15.llJxd5 ttJxd5; 

B) 6.h4 

a b e d  e f g h 
This looks like coffeehouse chess and is a 

move best left for blitz. 

6 ... ttJc6 7.�c4 
7.h5? !  is really going all-in. 7 . . .  lLlxh5 8.g4 

lLlxd4 9 .gxh5 lLlc6 1 0 .hxg6 fxg6 

8 .i �..t�.� �� 
7 

� , ." /'�I%'UU�� . u u  uu%. � J � � , 6 .1.A).uu . ,%� 
5 � . u%. �� �� �. � � 4 �. "  . fj  • . � 3 � � • •  
2 fj �� . . � 

��r� �� 
, u / '% � jfj� � 
� �1i�.t� : 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 1 .�h6?! ��h6 1 2J:1xh6 '?Nb6 Black already 
had a deCiSive advantage in Velimirovic -

W Watson, Bor 1 986. 

a b e d  e f g h 
8.ttJde2 

8 .lLlxc6 bxc6 9 .e5 is nothing to worry about. 
In Meszaros - Parkanyi, Eger 1 990, 9 . . .  lLlg4!N 
1 0 .exd6 exd6 would have been better for 
Black. 

8 ... a6 9.0 b5 lO.�b3 �b7 1 1 .�g5 ttJa5 
12.'?Nd2 

This position was reached in Manea -
Corsino, Vienna 20 1 2 . I would continue: 
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13.�h6 hl6 14JWxh6 lLlxb3 15.cxb3 iMrb6 
Both kings are stuck in the centre for the 

time being, but Black can continue to make 
progress on the queenside while White's 
kingside play isn't really getting anywhere. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

C) 6.lLld5 

a b e d  e f g h 
This move only makes sense if we capture 

on e4. 

6 ... lLlxd5!? 
This attempts to refute the knight jump. 

6 . . .  �g7 
This straightforward developing move is also 
sensible. 

7 .4Jxf6t 
7.�b5t is more common in practice but 
7 . . .  �d7 8 .0-0 0-0 puts absolutely no 
pressure on Black. 

7 . . .  �xf6 8 .�h6 iMi'b6! 
Black wins a pawn. Ireland's Andrew 
Smith has attempted to prove White's 
compensation three times, but has yet to 
save even half a point. 

a b e d  e f g h 

9 .c3 iMi'xb2 1 O .�b5t �d7 
1 O  . . .  4J d7 also favoured Black in A.P. Smith 
- Tiviakov, Port Erin 200 1 ,  but I like the 
text move - which was also Simon Williams' 
suggestion - even more. Interestingly, both 
of Smith's subsequent opponents went for 
the bishop move and followed the same 
route until move 20! 

1 1 .0-0 4Jc6 1 2.iMi'a4 �xc3 1 3 .4Jxc6 bxc6 14 .�c4 
�g7 1 5 .E1fcl iMi'e5 1 6.�xg7 iMi'xg7 17.�a6 

a b e d  e f g h 
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1 7  . . .  c5 !N 
17 . . .  Ei:b8 18 . .ifl 0-0 1 9 .'Wxa7 Ei:fd8't led 
to further defeats of Smith at the hands of 
Richard Webb and James Holland, in 2009 
and 20 1 0  respectively. The text move is even 
stronger though. 

1 8  . .ib5 .ixb5 1 9 .'Wxb5t <;t>f8 20.'Wb7 Ei:d8 
Black follows with . . .  'We5 and . . .  �g7, with a 

winning position. 

7.�b5t 
7.exd5? !  'Wa5t wins a pawn for 
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8 �. �.� �� 
7 i(i � " %.'i�� i 6 %� �." %.!� �� " %� � " � : �i�.!.!� 
3 mm m� m� 
2 !�� � ���� t" %�7� �/�// ' %." 

� �V� .: 
a b e d  e f g h 

8 . . .  a6N 9 .liJd4 j,g7 l O .g5 liJfd7 I l .h4 liJc6't 
White has wasted two tempos exchanging 
light-squared bishops. If you are at all worried 
about his kingside attack you can simply delay 
castling and play on the queenside. 

S ... a6 
There are plenty of good alternatives but we 

might as well be consistent. 

9 . .bd7t tLlbxd7 1O.0-0-0 
1 O .f4?! has been played a few times but 

1 0 . . .  liJh5!N followed by . . .  h6 wins the f4-pawn. 

1 0.h4 l"i:c8 1 1 .l"i:h3 is an exotic way to deter the 
exchange sacrifice on c3 . In Frolov - Golubev, 

Kiev 1 995 ,  l 1 . . .h6!N would have left White 
without a good square for his bishop: 1 2 .j,e3 
( 1 2 .j,xf6 liJxf6't;  1 2 .j,d2 b5't) 

7 6 
5 
4 

2 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  l"i:xc3! 1 3 .bxc3 liJxe4 1 4 .j,xh6 liJxc3!'t 

a b e d  e f g h 
lo .. Jks l 1 .f4 

1 1 .liJd5 was played recently but disastrously: 
1 1 . . .0-0 1 2 .ct?b l liJxd5 1 3 .exd5 liJe5 1 4 .c3 
1Wb6 1 5 .ct?al liJ c4 1 6.l"i:he l l"i:fe8 1 7.1Wc2? 

a b e d  e f g h 
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17 . . .  �xd4! l S .8:xd4 4Ja3 1 9 .We4 4Jc2t!  0-1 
Cigan - Cvitan, Slovenia 20 14 .  

1 l  . .  J3xc3! 
Defusing White's initiative and opening up 

White's king. 

12.bxc3 V!!c7 
I actually faced this line recently, although 

only in rapid, and chose 1 2  . . .  Wa5 which also 
looks decent. 

13.hf6 
Also after 1 3 .4Jb3 4J b6 1 4 .8:d3 0-0 1 5 .Wf3 

4Ja4 1 6.8:hd 1 8:cS 1 7.e5 4JeS l S .Wh3 
�fS 1 9  .8:e 1 dxe5 20.fxe5 4Jxc3+ Black 
was obviously doing well in A. Mueller -
Aleksandrov, email 20 1 0 . 

13  .. . hf6 14.V!!f3 
We have been following Grover - B .  Smith, 

Rethymnon 2009. I suggest continuing as 
Aleksandrov did in the aforementioned game: 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

a b e d  e f g h 
14 .. . ttJb6N 

With superb compensation. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

E) 6.�g5 �g7 

a b e d  e f g h 
7.V!!d2 

White has tried several other moves, none of 
which are especially taxing. 

7.�b5t �d7 transposes to variation D above. 

7 .�c4 transposes to variation A of Chapter 1 7 . 

7 .�e2 transposes to variation A of Chapter 1 1 . 

7 .f3 4Jc6 S .4Jb3 �e6 leaves White with 
nothing better than 9 .Wd2, which transposes 
to 9 .f3 in the notes to variation E2. 

7 .f4 
This is a fairly aggressive set-up, but it's 
hard to believe White will be able to crash 
through with e4-e5 with his king stuck in 
the centre. 

7 . . .  4Jc6 S .�b5 
S .4Jb3 �e6 9 .Wd2 transposes to 9 .f4 in the 
notes to variation E2 below. (9 .Wf3 8:cS't is 
hardly an improvement for White.) 
S .4Jxc6?! bxc6 9 .e5 is premature: 9 . . .  4Jg4 
(There is also 9 . . .  dxe5 1 0 .WxdSt <;t>xdS 
1 1 .fxe5 4Jg4 1 2 .0-0-at <;t>eS't when White 
has insufficient compensation for the pawn) 
1 0 .Wf3 Wb6 1 1 .0-0-0 8:bS+ 
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a b e d  e f g h 

S . . .  O-O!N 
This temporary sacrifice gives White serious 
problems. 

9. ctJ xc6 
9.e5 j,g4!+ 

9 . . .  bxc6 l O .j,xc6 j,g4 1 1 .�d3 1"i:bS 1 2 .j,a4 
White cannot castle immediately as 1 2 .0-0? 
�b6t wins the bishop. 

1 2  . . .  1"i:xb2 1 3 .j,b3? 
This is the obvious follow-up but it fails 
tactically. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3  . . .  ctJxe4! 1 4 .ctJxe4 1"i:xb3 1 5 .axb3 j,xaI +  

7 ... lLlc6 
With the bishop on g5 it makes sense to 

target the slightly loose knight on d4. White 
may try El) 8.0-0-0 or E2) 8.lLlb3. 

El) 8.0-0-0 �xd4 

S . . .  ctJxe4! ?  wins a pawn but gives White some 
initiative. 

9.Wfxd4 0-0 10.Wfd2 
l O .e5 �a5 ! is a useful idea to remember. 

1 1 .j,xf6 dxe5 !  1 2.�xe5 �xe5 1 3 .j,xe5 j,xe5+ 

l O .j,c4 �a5 1 1 .�d2 was seen in Baumgardt ­
Werner, Germany 1 995 ,  and now 1 1 . . .j,e6!N 
would have virtually forced White to exchange 
on e6. 1 2 .j,xe6 ( I 2 .j,b3? !  j,xb3 1 3 .cxb3 ctJxe4! 
1 4.ctJxe4 �xa2+ grants Black a dangerous 
attack) 1 2  . . .  fxe6+ Black can combine attacking 
on the queen side with play down the f-file. 

10 .. . .ie6 l l  . .ih6 
1 1 .�b l �a5 allowed White to exchange 

queens in Krasnici - Nguyen Luu, Germany 
200 1 ,  but the simple improvement 1 1 . .  .1"i:cS!N 
gives Black a fine position. 

Now Black can improve on Zoubeir -
Lesbros, Hammamet 20 1 0. 

a b e d  e f g h 
1 l  . . . .ixh6!N l2.Wfxh6 l3c8 

White is a long way from delivering mate, 
so it makes sense to divert his queen from the 
centre. 

13.Wfe3 
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White has nothing better; for instance, 
1 3 .h4?!  l:l:xc3 1 4 .bxc3 lLlg4 1 5 .Wd2 Wb6=t 
leaves him in trouble. 

E2) 8.llJb3 .te6 

9 .f3 l:l:c8 1 0 .�h6 0-0 l 1 .h4?! ( 1 1 .�xg7 Wxg7 
1 2 .0-0-0 is better, when the position is similar 
to the main line below) White cannot get away 
with playing so aggressively while behind in 
development, as our counterplay in the centre 
and on the queen side comes too quickly: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 1 . . .�xh6 1 2 .Wxh6 lLl b4 1 3 .Wd2 ( 1 3 .0-0-0? 
�xb3 1 4 .axb3 Wa5-+ ; 1 3 .l:l:c l d5+) 1 3  . . .  d5+ 

9 .f4 was tried once by Simen Agdestein but 
he was obviously suffering the effects of jetlag, 
as his position soon went disastrously wrong: 
9 . . .  0-0 1 O .�e2 a5! l 1 .a4 l:l:c8 (The immediate 
1 1  . . .  Wb6, preventing White from castling 
kingside, is also strong) 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2 .l:l:a3 lLlb4 1 3 .�f3 Wb6 White is already 
completely busted. 1 4.f5 gxf5 1 5 .�e3 lLlxc2t 
1 6.Wxc2 Wxe3t 1 7 .Wd 1 lLlxe4 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 r�'�ri'?{;iYP;-0,:;� 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 8 .�xe4 fxe4 1 9 .1Llcl  �g4t 20.lLl 1 e2 Wd3t 
0-1 Agdestein - Tindall, Canberra 1 997. 

9 .�e2 
This might transpose to an offbeat line of the 
Karpov Variation. 

9 . . .  l:l:c8 1 O .�h6 
10 .0-0 0-0 is variation B2 of Chapter 10 .  

10  . . .  0-0 l 1 .h4 
1 1 .�xg7 cj;Jxg7 1 2 .h4 ( 1 2 .0-0 tile5+) 1 2  . . .  h5 
1 3 .f3 was seen in Seehaus - Guth, Bad 
Homburg 20 1 1 .  After 1 3  . . .  d5!N White's 



Chapter 1 9  - 6th Move Deviations 309 

pieces don't coordinate particularly well ,  
while all of Black's are on strong squares. 

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

"�mu" ,,:=/,"�',�,,", 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 1  . . .  d5!N 
Once again, this thematic break is simplest. 

1 2 .exd5 �xd5 1 3 .lLlxd5 �xd5 1 4.�xd5 lLlxd5 
1 5 .�xg7 �xg7 

Black is at least equal . 

9 ... �c8 
Compared to a usual Yugoslav Attack, the 

premature lLlb3 has allowed us to develop our 
bishop actively on e6, so Black is already doing 
well .  

10.8 0-0 
In this position the young Ruslan 

Ponomariov agreed a draw with White against 
Miso Cebalo, despite ourrating him by a 
good 1 50 points, so he can't have been too 
optimistic. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 1 ..th6 
1 1 . �b 1 has been played a couple of times . 

I think I 'd play 1 1 . . .lLle5N 1 2 .h4 h5 with a 
position that resembles a Soltis Variation. 
However, with White's bishop much more 
passively placed on fl , it's hard to see why 
Black should have any problems. 

1 1 .g4 lLle5 1 2 .�e2 was played in Sage - Fossan, 
Aalborg 1 987, when 1 2  . . .  lLlc4N looks the most 
logical ( l 2  . . .  b5 ! ?N is also interesting) . White is 
forced to exchange with 1 3 .�xc4 �xc4, when 
Black has a straightforward plan of advancing 
his b-pawn. 

Finally, 1 1 .lLld5?  �xd5 1 2 .exd5 was played 
in Feierabend - Kleinschmidt, Soemmerda 
1 957,  when it seems both players overlooked 
the following trick: 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  lLlxd5!N The knight is immune, as after 
1 3 .�xd5? lLl b4 1 4.�e4 2"i:xc2t 1 5 .�xc2 lLlxc2 
1 6 .�xc2 �c8t!  1 7.�d2 ( l 7.�b 1 �f5t) 
17 . . .  �e6 Black's attack is too strong. 

1 1 .. .hl6 12.VNxh6 
In Caizapanta - Woetzel, Germany 1 998 ,  

the most logical continuation would have 
been: 
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a b e d  e f g h 
12  .. . tlJe5N 

Opening up the c-file for the rook. 

13J�¥e3 
1 3 .h4 �xc3! 1 4.bxc3 Wc7 gives Black the 

usual fantastic compensation. 

13 • • •  ,bb3 14.axb3 '!Wa5 1 5.@b1 
Black's easiest continuation is to go for a 

pleasant queen less middlegame with: 

15  . • .  '!Wc5 
We can also play for an attack with 

1 5  . . .  tLlc6! ? ,  when 1 6.tLld5 tLlxd5 1 7 .�xd5 Wc7 
reaches a dynamically equal position .  

8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

F) 6.h3!? 

a b e d  e f g h 

This is an interesting move. White is not 
yet declaring his intentions . The line could 
transpose into a Classical Variation, a weird 
type of Yugoslav Attack or an Accelerated 
Fianchetto. It is much rarer, however, than the 
same idea versus the Najdorf. 

6 ... .tg7 
White's main options are F1) 7 • .te3 and 

F2) 7.g4. 

7.j,c4 transposes to the note on 7.h3 at the 
start of Chapter 1 7 . 

7.g3 tLlc6 8 .j,e3 (8 .tLlde2 j,d7 9 .j,g2 \Wc8 
transposes to variation E of Chapter 1 6) 
White's unusual move order has enabled him 
to maintain his knight on d4 but we shouldn't 
be worried. Alexander Motylev showed a good 
way forward for Black: 

a b e d  e f g h 

8 . . .  j,d7 9 .j,g2 0-0 (Playing by analogy to 
Chapter 1 6  with 9 . . .  Wc8! ?  is also possible.) 
1 O .Wd2 Wa5 1 1 .0-0 tLle5 1 2 .b3 �fc8 1 3 .tLlce2 
Wxd2 1 4 .j,xd2 tLlc6 The endgame was easier 
for Black in Rade - Motylev, Kallithea 2008. 

F1) 7 . .te3 

This position is more commonly reached 
via a 6 .j,e3 j,g7 7.h3 move order. White is 
playing a hybrid system which resembles the 
Yugoslav Attack, but the present version is less 



Chapter 1 9  - 6th Move Deviations 3 1 1 

dangerous as White has deprived himself of 
the h4-hS plan. 

7 ... 0-0 8.Wfdl 
8 .�c4 transposes to variation B of 

Chapter 1 7 . 

8 .g4 ttJc6 is covered under variation F22 
below. 

8 ... tLlc6 
White may proceed with FI I) 9.g4 or 

F12) 9.0-0-0. 

Fl l)  9.g4 

a b e d  e f g h 
This was played fairly recently against 

Baadur Jobava, and the Super-GM countered 
perfectly. 

9 ... d5! 
This highlights another disadvantage of 

h2-h3 . In the analogous position with f2-f3 ,  
the text move would be  impossible as  g4-gS 
would win a pawn, but here the e4-pawn lacks 
protection. 

1O.0-0-0! 
This seems to be White's only way of bailing 

out to an equal position.  

1 0 .exdS ttJxdS favours Black. 

Jobava's game continued: 1 O .ttJxc6 bxc6 
1 1 .0-0-0 Ei:b8 1 2 .eS ttJd7 1 3 .f4 gS! 1 4.fxgS 
'.WaS 

a b e d  e f g h 

I S .a3? ( l S .�f4 was necessary but after 
I S  . . .  Ei:xb2! 1 6 .mxb2 ttJxeS Black has a huge 
attack) I S  . . .  ttJxeS 1 6.�e2 �e6 0-1 Popilski ­
Jobava, Warsaw 20 1 3 .  Black isn't any material 
up but his queen side threats are overwhelming. 

a b e d  e f g h 
IO  . .. ti)xe4!? 

This move invited a forcing simplification to 
a double-edged endgame. 

1O . . .  ttJxd4N is more straightforward: 1 1 .�xd4 
(After 1 1 .'.Wxd4?!  ttJxe4 1 2 .'.WxdS ttJ d6 I feel 
Black's queenside play will put White under 
significant pressure) 1 1  . . .  ttJxe4 1 2.ttJxe4 dxe4 
With easy equality. 
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1 1 .c!LJxc6!? 
White takes up the challenge. 
1 1 .lilxe4 dxe4 1 2 .lilxc6 '\Wxd2t 1 3 J"hd2 

bxc6 1 4 .�c4 is equal. 

1 1 .. .c!LJxd2 12.c!LJxd8 c!LJxf1 13.�hxfl 

8 
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a b e d  e f g h 
13 .. . e6!? 14 . .!iJxd5 exd5 15.�xd5 

A most peculiar endgame has arisen. White 
is a pawn up, but the big question is whether 
the d8-knight is a liability or a strength. 
The following email game indicates that the 
position is dynamically balanced. 

15  . . . h5 
1 5  . . .  f5 ! ?  also looks interesting. 

8 
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a b e d  e f g h 

18  . .ifl �xelt 19 . .ixel hxg4 20.hxg4 .ia6 
2 1 .£4 �c8 22.g5 .ic4 23.�d7 ha2 24.�xa7 
.id5 

The knight has remained on d8 the entire 
time. White can keep it safely defended, but 
his pieces are too tied up to offer any winning 
chances with the extra pawn. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
25.�d7 .ie4 26.c3 .ifS 27.�d5 .ie4 28.�d6 
.if3 29.�d7 .ig4 30.�d5 

Y2-Yz Kurylo - Korabliov, email 20 1 0 . 
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F12) 9.0-0-0 

a b e d  e f g h 
This is a better try but we shouldn't be 

worried, as our queenside counterplay flows 
easily. 
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9 ... ltlxd4 10 . .ixd4 .ie6 
This position reminds me of the 9 .g4 

Yugoslav Attack with 1 0 .0-0-0 lLlxd4, as 
featured in variation C of Chapter 1 4  in the 
first volume. White generally has to exchange 
queens as our attack is faster. 

l 1 .g4 
1 1 .Wb1  Wa5 1 2 .lLld5 ( 1 2 .a3 transposes 

to 1 1 .a3 below) 1 2  . . .  Wxd2 1 3 .lLlxe7t?  
( 1 3 .lLlxf6t= was necessary) 13  . . .  Wh8 1 4 .Elxd2 
lLlxe4 1 5  . .ixg7t i>xg7 1 6.Ele2 lLlf6 White's 
knight was trapped in Ramsdal - Bruun, 
Helsingor 20 1 3 . 

1 1 .a3 has been tried in a couple of 
correspondence games. 1 1 . . .Wa5 1 2 .Wb 1 
( 1 2.g4 leads to the main line below) Elfc8 
1 3 .g4 Elab8 1 4 .g5 lLle8 

12  .. J�fc8 13.f4?! 
This is White's only aggressive plan but it's 

risky. 

1 3 . i>b 1 transposes to the note on 1 1 .a3 above. 
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a b e d  e f g h 
13 .. . b5! 14.g5 b4! 

This forcing continuation gives Black the 
better game. 

1 5.gxf6 bxc3 16.,ixc3 Elxc3 17.WI'xc3 Wl'xc3 
18.bxc3 

8 
7 

a b c d e f g h  6 
1 5 .lLld5 Wxd2 1 6.Elxd2 .ixd5 1 7.exd5 .ixd4 5 
1 8 .Elxd4 This equal ending was agreed drawn 4 
within a few moves in Khorunzhy - Borwell, 
em ail 20 1 1 . 3 

2 
1 1 ...'IWa5 12.a3 

1 
a b e d  e f g h 

1 2 .g5 lLlh5 1 3  . .ixg7 (After 1 3 .a3? .ixd4 
14 .Wxd4 Wxg5t 1 5 .i>b 1 Elfc8 the Dragon 
expert was a clear pawn up in Sahu - Ward, 
Isle of Man 1 996) 1 3  . . .  lLlxg7 1 4.i>b 1 Elfc8 
1 5 .ttJd5 Wxd2 1 6 .Elxd2 .ixd5 is another 
balanced endgame. 

18 ... .ih6! 19.fxe7 .ixf4t 20.i>b2 Ei:b8t 
21 .i>a1 .ie5 

Despite being the exchange down Black 
has the better chances, as the bishops are 
so strong and White's structure is horrible. 
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In B .  Johansson - Fagerstrom, email 2009, 
Black was able to grind out the full point. 

F2) 7.g4 

This is an aggressive form of the Fianchetto 
Variation but it is unlikely to strike fear into 
Dragon players' hearts . 

7 • • •  .!Llc6 
White can either play F21)  8.lLlde2 as 

in Chapter 1 6, or support the knight with 
F22) 8 • .ie3. 

8 . .ig2 lLlxd4 9.Wxd4 0-0+ gave Black a 
favourable version of the normal Fianchetto 
Variation in 1. Stark - Goebel, Germany 2002. 
White's additional space on the kingside is less 
relevant than Black's extra developing move. 
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F21)  8.lLlde2 

a b e d  e f g h 
This has been the more popular choice but it 

allows Black quick queenside counterplay. 

8 • . •  0-0 9 • .ig2 :B:b8 10.0-0 
1 0  . .te3 b5 1 1 .0-0 ( l 1 .lLld4 lLlxd4 1 2  . .txd4 

occurred in Kosanovic - A. Kovacevic, 
Szekszard 1 994, and now after 1 2  . . .  b4N 
1 3 .lLld5 .ta6!+ White won't find sanctuary for 
his king) 1 1 . . .b4 1 2 .lLld5 lLld7! 

a b e d  e f g h 

This is generally the preferred way to meet 
White's knight jump. Black is already better, 
and after 1 3 .lLld4? !  �xd4! 1 4 .�xd4 e6 he 
was winning a piece in Figuero Toro - Rusev, 
Navalmoral 2008.  

1 0 .a4 
This fails to slow down our queenside play. 

1 0  . . .  a6 
1 0  . . .  b6N is an alternative way of playing. 

1 1 .0-0 b5 1 2 .axb5 axb5 1 3 .�e3 
1 3 .lLld5 lLld7! left White's knight attacking 
air. 1 4 .gb 1 �b7 1 5 .b3 e6 1 6.lLldc3 In 
Mendoza - Martinez Romero, Medellin 
20 1 2, 1 6  . . .  b4N 1 7.lLla4 lLlc5+ would have 
favoured Black. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 3  . . .  lLld7!?  
The typical 13 . . .  b4 1 4 .lLld5 lLld7 is fine, but 
targeting the b2-pawn also makes sense. 

1 4 .Wc l b4 1 5 .lLla4? !  



Chapter 1 9  - 6th Move Deviations 3 1 5  

Black stands better after 1 5 .ttJd5 e6 1 6 .ttJdf4 
'r!f1c7 but this was the lesser evil. 

1 5  . . .  ii.a6 1 6Jl:el 'r!f1c7 1 7.ttJf4 e6+ 
Black was in full control in Rogic - Brkic, 

Pula 2008 . 

a b e d  e f g h 
10 ... b5 

Black's queenside play flows smoothly, just 
as it does in the similar positions mentioned 
above. 

1 1 .a3 tDd7 12.ie3 a5 13.�a2 b4 14.axb4 
axb4 15.tDd5 e6 16.tDdf4 

In Kononenko - Tukhaev, Evpatoria 2007, 
Black should have continued: 

a b e d  e f g h 
16 ... b3!N 17.cxb3 tDc5 

With strong pressure. 

F22) 8.ie3 0-0 

a b e d  e f g h 
9.ig2 

9.'r!f1d2 takes us back to variation F l l .  

9 .g5? !  is seldom a good approach for White. 
Not only are his attacking options limited 
by the rigid structure, but he has also 
ceded a big hole on f4 and his pawns are 
at risk of becoming weak in a future endgame. 
9 . . .  ttJh5 1 O .'r!f1d2 ttJxd4 1 l .ii.xd4 ii.xd4 
1 2 .'r!f1xd4 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  e5 !  Now that Black has traded dark­
squared bishops, this central advance gives 
him a favourable version of a Najdorf. 1 3 .'r!f1e3 
ii.e6+ Odeev - Annaberdiev, Istanbul 20 1 0 . 

9 ... ·!lhd4 1O.i.xd4 YMa5 1 1 .YMd2 
1 1 .0-0 h5 ! ?N 
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Now that White has committed his king, this 
looks an interesting combative approach. 

1 2 .tt:ld5 
I think this is White's only way to retain the 
balance. 
In the event of 1 2 .�xf6 �xf6 1 3 .tt:ld5 
hxg4 1 4.tt:lxf6t (or 1 4.hxg4 c;t>g7) 14 . . .  exf6 
1 5 .hxg4 ct?gTt Black has the safer king and 
the better prospects. 

a b e d  e f g h 

1 2  . . .  tt:lxd5 
12 . . .  hxg4! ?  is sharp: 1 3 .tt:lxe7t ct?h7 
1 4.tt:lxc8 E!:axc8 1 5 .hxg4 tt:lxg4! 1 6 .c3 
( l 6.�xg7 Wih5 1 7.Wixd6 ct?xg7 gives Black 
splendid compensation) 1 6  . . .  Wih5 1 7 .E!:e 1 
With a messy position. 

1 3 .exd5 hxg4 1 4 .�xg7 
1 4 .hxg4 Wia4! 1 5 .�xg7 c;t>xgTt 

1 4  . . .  ct?xg7 1 5 .Wid4t e5 1 6.dxe6t Wie5 
1 7 .Wixe5t dxe5 1 8 .exf7 E!:xf7 

With a level ending. 

8 
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a b e d  e f g h 

1 1 .. . .ie6 12.0-0 E!ac8 
1 2  . . .  h5 ! ?N is tempting here as well :  

1 3 .g5 tt:ld7 1 4.f4 ( l 4.E!:ad 1  �xd4 1 5 .Wixd4 
Wixg5 1 6.f4 Wic5+ does not give White 
full compensation) 1 4  . . .  E!:ac8 1 5 .f5 �xd4t 
1 6.Wixd4 �c4 1 7.E!:f2 tt:le5 The strong knight 
keeps Black's position together. White is at 
definite risk of over-expansion. 

13.E!adl b6 14.E!fel tiJd7 IS.tiJdS .ixdS 
16.'?9xaS bxaS 

a b e d  e f g h 
17 . .ixg7 

1 7.exd5N is slightly more accurate although 
1 7  . . .  �xd4 1 8 .E!:xd4 E!:xc2 1 9 .E!:xe7 CLlc5 
20.Ei:xa7 Ei:xb2 2 1 .Ei:xa5 Ei:e8 leaves Black with 
at least enough compensation. The g2-bishop 
is no longer contributing much to the game. 

17 ... cj;>xg7 18.E!xdS E!xc2 19.E!xaS E!:xb2 
20.E!xa7 tiJeS 21 .E!xe7 

In Bachmann Schiavo - Milos, Villa Martelli 
20 1 0, Black should have preferred: 
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8 
7 
6 
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a b e d  e f g h 
21 . . .  �a8!N 

Despite the reduced material , White is under 
considerable pressure. 

Conclusion 
Generally speaking, all of White's offbeat tries 
can be met by logical moves. After 6 .ttJd5 
you simply have to remember not to take on 
e4, while after 6.�b5t and 7.�g5 it's worth 
remembering the effectiveness of the exchange 
sacrifice on c3 in case White tries to play 
aggressively. Of the lines examined in this 
chapter, 6 .h3! ?  is probably the most interesting. 
White keeps his options open but none of the 
transpositions are particularly threatening. 
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Caro-Kann & Philidor: 
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The Grandmaster Preparation series 
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