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Preface

From Harry Golombek and B.H. Wood in the 1940s, through to the 1960s with players such as
Peter Lee, Bill Hartston, Andrew Wh aekl@O tiO



Bibliography

Aagaard & Shaw (editors): Experts vs. the Sicilian (2nd edition), Quality Chess 2006
Dearing: Play the Sicilian Dragon, Gambit 2004

De la Villa: Dismantling the Sicilian, New In Chess 2010

Golubev: Easy Guide to the Dragon, Everyman Chess 1999

Gufeld & Stetsko: 7he Complete Dragon, Batsford 1997

Kalifman: Opening for White according to Anand 11, Chess Stars 2009
Pavlovic: 7he Open Sicilian 1, Quality Chess 2010

Vigorito: Chess Developments: The Sicilian Dragon, Everyman Chess 2012
Ward: Winning with the Dragon, Batsford 1994

Ward: Winning with the Sicilian Dragon 2, Batsford 2001

Williams: 7he New Sicilian Dragon, Everyman Chess 2009

Periodicals
New in Chess Yearbooks

Electronic/Internet resources

Chess.com Masters' Bulletin

ChessPublishing

ChessVibes Openings

Hiarcs Opening Book

Nielsen: 7he Sicilian Dragon for the Tournament Player | & 2, ChessBase 2013
Williams: Killer Dragon | & 2, Ginger GM 2011



Move Order Guide

Te Dragon is reached after the opening
moves. |.e4 ¢S 2.€0 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4
tFStc3g

NN

4

—_ N W A LN

Tis will be the starting position of our
repertoire. T ere are, of course, a number of
ways for White to avoid the Open Sicilian,
but to discuss them here would be to stray
too far from our main topic, especially when
books such as Experts on the Anti-Sicilian and
Kotronias's forthcoming Beating the Anti-
Sicilians oFer dedicated coverage of these lines.

I will, however, draw your attention to another
plausible route to the Dragon, which | have
occasionally used in my own prais: |.e4 ¢S
2.to g 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 €F S.tc3
(5.e5? a5t wins a pawn) S...d6

Te above move order has the advantage of
avoiding 3.0b5t, which is one of White's
most popular anti-Sicilian weapons. However,
it also opens up some other possibilities for the
frst player. 4.00xd4 is asignifcant option; 3.c4
angles for a Maroczy Bind; and even 3.h4!? can
be considered.

Overall the 2...96 move order gives White
more interesting ways to deviate from the
Open Sicilian, so the traditional 2...d6 should
be preferred by most players. However, ifyour
repertoire happens to include the Accelerated
Dragon (meaning that 3.c4 isn't a worry),
and you are facing an opponent who plays
both the Open Sicilian and 3.0b5t, then you
may consider 2...g6 to eliminate one of his
preferred systems.

Moving on, the primary topic of the frst
volume is the following main line: 6.0e3 [1g7
7.0 0-0 siWd2 . c69.0c4 Od7

— N W A NN

a b c d e f

After the most common 10.0-0-0, | have
recommended the Topalov Variation as our
main weapon. Te tabiya after 10.J]"cS
11.0b3 €xd4 12.0xd4 bS is discussed
in Chapters 7-9. Tis bypasses the myriad
complications of the Soltis Variation, as well as
the critical 12.<b1 variation referred to below.

However, White can obstruct the above
plan by altering his move order with 10.h4.
It would be dangerous to allow the pawn to
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advance further, so | recommend 10...hS.
Ten after 11.0-0-0 Bc8 12.1b3 teS we
reach the Soltis Variation, with White having
avoided the Topalov Variation.

Tisisn't the end of the world for Black, as he
too has avoided certain possibilities. Take the
position after 10.0-0-0 8c8 11.1b3 teS:

N W A LW & 9

a b c¢c d e

f g h

From this position, 12.h4 hS reaches the
Soltis Variation. However, the most critica test
is reckoned to be 12.0b1. T erefore, ifWWite
cuts out the Topalov Variation with the 10.h4
move order, he also sacrifces this important
option which might have been available had
he preferred 10.0-0-0.

Should you wish to play the Soltis Variation
as your main choice, rather than the Topalov,
I have also included the Burnett Variation in
Chapter 10 as an interesting way to challenge
12.<bl. Tis means that, whichever line you
choose, you will have a complete repertoire.
However, either move order will require you
to be ready to play the Soltis Variation. T at is
why | have covered this frst, in Chapters 1-6.

Te fnal two chapters of this frst volume are
devoted to another important system: 9.g4

E W 7 @%

% X ms
/ // //

,,8/%

abcde

I am recommending the established main
line 0f9... K e6. T is generally leads to a healthy
game for Black, but you must be ready for a
variety of position types, from quiet endgames
to double-edged middlegames with unusual
pawn structures, as found in the fnal chapter
with 10.txe6 Feb.



Dragon Themes

Before getting down to the theory, we will
examine a number of commonly occurring
themes in the Sicilian Dragon. Let's start by
considering the pawn structure, as this is what
dictates the character of the position.

V‘% /% /Z/‘%‘%

oA
A
-~

— N W A L O 9 0o

a b c d e f g h

Te Dragon is defned by the early deploy-
ment ofBlack’s dark-squared bishop to g7. T is
speeds up Black's kingside development and
gives him serious counterattacking chances,
but it also has a couple of downsides. Black
nearly always castles kingside, so White often
tries to exploit the 'hook' on g6 by quickly
advancing his h-pawn. Black's other potential
problem is the d5-square. After developing
his bishop to g7 Black does not really want to
move his e-pawn, as the d6-pawn will then be
weak. White can try to exploit this by moving
the c3-knight to d5. T is might be played as
an attacking measure, to remove the defensive
knight on 16, or it could be for positional gains:
if Black elects to exchange knights then White
will recapture with his e-pawn, intending to
exert pressure along the e-fle.

Despite these drawbacks, I believe the
advantages of Black's set-up are enough to
compensate for the risks. Black develops his
dark-squared bishop more actively than in
other variations of the Sicilian. T e critical
lines involve WWite castling queenside, after
which the g7-bishop combines attack and
defence, covering the dark squares while
pointing at White's king, and the b2-pawn in
particular. Black also has an extra central pawn
and will generally be happy in the endgame.

I will now present what | consider the most
important themes of this opening, with some
lightly annotated games to illustrate the most
important ideas.

1) The Dragon Bishop

—_ N W e N9

b ¢c d e f

We will start with a couple ofgames in which
White completely underestimates the power of
the g7-bishop.
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Milenko Lojanica — Gawain Jones

Victoria 2009

l.ed ¢S 2.10 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Ixdd 1 F
S.1c3 g6 6.Je3 Jg7 7.0 1c6 S.Wd2 0-0
9.Jc4 Jd7 10.0-0-0

g%

_E Ee
%ﬁ, / x %

R\ § »

a

10..J0bS!?

T is move introduces the Chinese Dragon,
an interesting and relatively new way of
fghting against the Yugoslav Attack.

10...1¢8 is how | recommend playing in this
book.

11. 1 xc6? bxc6

As you will see in variation B3 of Chapter 12
(page 246), this change in the pawn structure
gives Black a nice position even when he has
spent a tempo putting the rook on c8. Here
White is really asking for trouble with the rook
already on the b-fle.

12.h4 WaS

—_ N W A NN

13.1bI?7

My opponent must have been worried about
my attack and so decided a queen exchange
would be his safest approach. However, the
g7-bishop is now allowed into the game.

13... I xe4!
T e mate threat on b2 will cost WWite his

queen,
0-1

Ismet Burovic — Peter Schreiner

Zadar 2014

l.e4 ¢S 2.10 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4. 1xd4 1T
S.1c3 g6 6.3c4 Jg7 7.Je3 0-0 SO 0c6
9.Wd2 3d7 10.3b3 1cS 11.h4 hS 12.0-0-0
BeS 13.3gS 1cS 14.<bl bS 1S.g4

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

a b c d e f
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IS...aS
15...hxg4 is my recommendation, as detailed
in Chapter 1.

16.a4?
T is simply accelerates Black's attack.

16.gxh5 and 16.0xf6 are both much more
critical.

16...bxa4 17.txa4 i xad 18.ha4 [1b6!
Black increases the pressure.

—_ N W A, N d

19.9S tx£!

Wk should always be looking out for this
blow. Black sacrifces a piece to open up the
sleeping g7-bishop.

20.00e3
White declines the piece.

Instead after 20.Cxf3 Cxed4 21.1cl Cc3t
22.@al Cxa4 Black regains the piece and has
an extra pawn together with his huge attack.

20..txd4 21.0xd4 tgd
White threw in the towel. Indeed, as Chris
Ward notes, 22.1.d2 Oc4 would pick up a

rook.
0-1

2) The ...d5 break

It is often said that if Black manages to counter
in the centre with ...d5 in the Sicilian, then he
has at least equalized. T is is because White's
main trump in the Sicilian is his extra space.
In the Dragon, the ...d5 break also rids Black
of any problems with the d5-square. T is will
be my recommended approach in many lines,
particularly the 9.0-0-0 Yugoslav Attack and
Classical Variation, both ofwhich are covered
in the second volume.

Aimen Rizouk — Gawain Jones

Hinckley 2012

l.ed cS 2.ta d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 € F
S tc3g66.1e2 1g7 7.0-0 tc6 8.1e3 0-0
9.0d2 dS

T ough it is not forced, | think this central
break is the critical test of White's slower lines.

—_ N W A KN

a b c d e f g h

10.exdS txdS 11.€txc6 bxcb

Tis is a common structure after our central
break. Black's queenside pawns are split and
White has an outpost on c5, but Black has
sufcient counterplay down the b-fle and in
the centre.

12.0fdl Oc7 13.5d4



12 TeDragon 1

White spends a tempo to try and block in
the g7-bishop but it will only be temporary.

13...eS 14.0cS Od8

T is type of position is more usual with the
white kng on the queenside. His king might
look more vulnerable there, but at least then
White can try attacking on the kingside.

E 4%
4w

_ N W A LW N Q0

a b c¢c d e f g h

IS. - a®?

My grandmaster opponent has trouble
fnding a plan. Blacks position was already
comfortable but now White gets into a lot of
trouble.

IS...0F 16.0a6 Oab8 17.c4?
Going from bad to worse.

17.... b4

—_ N W A KNI

[N
S\

18. " xd8t

18.0d6 Bxd6 19.Wxd6 Wxd6 20.0xd6 uf8
followed by taking on a6 leaves Black with two
huge bishops for the rook.

18...0xd8 19.0xd8t = xd8 20.hb4

Black's material advantage is enough to win
slowly, but White's poor coordination and
vulnerable kingside make the win easy.

s| 7 MW 7 s
& 7 A @%
o7/ 87 7 &/
5 ALY
vy 7
3 | .
: = o
1

a b c d e f

20...0c2 21.b3 e4 22.0el 0d4
0-1

3) Exchange sacrifices

If you want to enjoy your time playing the
Dragon, you need to get used to sacrifcing
your rook for a minor piece. T is can happen
in many forms.

3.1) Sacrifice on c3

Tis is a common motif throughout the
Sicilian and the sacrifce one generally thinks
of frst. Black damages White's structure and
weakens his king's defences. | should point
out that in the Burnett Variation (covered in
Chapter 10) Black actually sacrifces the rook
on c4, but the themes are extremely similar.
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Vassily Ivanchuk — Magnus Carlsen

Bilbao 2008

l.ed ¢S =20 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 €F
S.tc3 g6 6..e3 .g7 7.0 tc6 8.7d2 0-0
9..c4 .d7 10.0-0-0 Oc8 11._b3 teS

12.00bl
TR Ee
%a%g{x/%
S atar
%// 7/% f////éE
7, A%,N//é//”,,,,y ',

VBN BAaU
Z //////// ,,,,, 7, /47 3

e f

Y
P

De

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

12...a6"

Tis little pawn move became fashionable a
few years ago. | feel it must be too slow to be
objectively best, but it's certainly interesting.

Later in the book | will recommend the more
established 12...9c4.

13.0hel

Tis is a solid move, but 13.h4 must be
the critical test. In the Yugoslav Attack every
tempo is vital.

13...bS 14. . h6 k6 IS. " xh6 Oxc3!?
Te future World Champion cannot resist
the thematic sacrifce.

16.bxc3 as

Black does not even have a pawn for the
sacrifced exchange, but White's king will be
vulnerable for a long time. T e b3-bishop is
also short on squares.

§§\

\

N\
A\

—_ N W A BN
3

17.£4
Ivanchuk accepts the challenge of an
extremely sharp game.

17.a3 Wc7 18Wd 1uc8 would give Black
typical compensation.

17..teg4d 18."h4 a4

[ S U N LY, B = NN e ]

19. — t?

19.h3 is an alternative approach. 19...axb3
20.txb3 (20.cxb3 e5! gives Black good play,
as mentioned by Ward.) 20...txe4 21.ixe4
1 16 Black has still not managed to pick up any
pawns for the exchange bur he has much the
better structure and long-term pressure on the
queenside. Meanwhile White's kingside attack
has been hated.
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19...Bxf7 20.eS €dS 21.e6 txc3t

a b ¢c d e f g h

22.<cl

22 Wal! was the critical test. Ater 22...c 16!
23.exFt mxF 24.1d3 WVite has two extra
exchanges in return for a pawn, but matters are
far from simple. Following 24...\c8 25.\g3
b4 White will have to give back one exchange
on c3 to slow Black's attack.

22... . Xeb
22...c16!? was still interesting.

23.txe6 ~aS
Ivanchuk now decides Black's attack is too
strong and so forces the draw.

—_ N W A LK N

24."xg4 txat 25.<b2 \c3t 26.<xa
"xc2t 27.<al "c3t 28.<bl b3t 29.<al
=c3t
1h-1)

3.2) Sacrifice on g5

Whereas the sacrifce on c3 is aggressive, the
present theme is a defensive idea. T e Soltis
structures are those with h2-h4 for White and
...h5 for Black. Once those moves have been
played, White ofen puts his bishop on g5 in
order to put pressure on the f6-knight and e7-
pawn. Black puts his rook on c5 and gets ready
to relieve the pressure by taking the bishop,
often after WVite has already sacrifced a
couple of pawns to open up lines. T e sacrifce
defects White's f-pawn, preventing f4-f5 ideas,
and gives Black a strong outpost on e5.

Teimour Radjabov - Magnus Carlsen

Baku 2008

l.ed ¢S \/£ d6 3.d4 cd4 4.0hd4 I F
S.0c3g66..e3 _g77.£ 01c68.7d2 0-0
9..c¢4 .d7 10..b3 0Oc8 11.h4 hS 12.0-0-0
BeS 13..9S 0cS 14.<bl Ue8

| actually recommend 14...b5 but the theme
illustrated in this game is relevant to our
repertoire.

,,,,, //29.4/

2/ ,,,,,, % >,

— N W A AN X
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15.04
Tis pawn break is one of White's ambitious
attempts at refuting the Dragon.

Magnus continues to deploy the Dragon from
time to time. A rapid game ofhis from last year
continued:

15.0h6 a5!?

16.a4
Playing on the kingside with 16.g4 or
16.0xg7 seems more critica.

16..:0b6 17.94 Oxc3!
Again Magnus shows he has a soft spot for
the exchange sacrifce.

18.bxc3

—_ N W A N 0o

18... I xf31?
Investing another piece to open up the g7-
bishop.
19.€txF txed 20:00d3 €txc3t 21. " cl Oxh6t
22.tg5 Og7! 23.0df1?

Tis wasn't one of those positions where one
should avoid takng apawn with check. Afer
23.0xFt "h8 24:00xg6 Black has nothing
better than forcing a draw with: 24...We3t
25.0d2 Be2t 26.7d! €c3t=

Here the engine declares a big advantage for
Black after the calm:

— N W A B N o

23...0xg4!N

Magnus preferred the logical 23...d5,
blocking out the b3-bishop, with a draw the
eventual outcome in Karjakin - Carlsen,
Dubai (rapid) 2014.

15...hg4 16.h5 ttxh5

In Chapter 1 we will examine a similar
position with our pawn on b5 and rook back
on 18.

173 xh5!
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White sacrifces everything to get at Black's
kng. Tis would be premature in the position
with the rook still on 18, but here it is critical.

17.0d5 is the main line in the analogous
position arising after 14...b5, but here it does
not make much sense as the e7-pawn is already
defended.

17..gh518." h2 tg6

In the analogous position | recommend
18... 1 xf3 but here there is a big diference.
Aer 19.1xf3 gF 20.1.xh5 then 20.. - g5??
continues as per my recommendation on
page 38. (Instead Black musttry either 20...e6
21.0d5 f6 22, h6 1e7 or 20...§e6.) In the
present position the F-pawn is unprotected,
so the simple 21.1.xFt leads to mate.

19.%xh5 =

Te immediate 19...1xg5!? 20.1xg5 €6 is
also possible, and was in fact Eddie Dearing's
recommendation in Play the Sicilian Dragon.

a b ¢ d e

20.14
An important detail is that 20.1.xg6? can be
met by 20...e6!.

f g h

20...1xg5!
Black sacrifces the rook to prevent f4-f5,
thereby slowing down White's attack.

20...e6? would be a big mistake due to 21.15!.

However, the alternative exchange sacrifce
20...0xc3!? 21.bxc3 Wxc3 is interesting. Te
computer informs me that both 22 jx¥Ft
WxF 23.15 and 22.f5 Beb5 23 _Jxe7 lead to
draws.

21.Fg5 eb

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Y AU R
7,
B 7 % %
8/4&% »
27 ¢
a b c d e f g h

22.tF
Radjabov gets too ambitious.

8
7
6
4
3
2
1

22.1.xg4 should have been played but it does
not put Black under any pressure; see Alvarez
Sabor - Garcia Diez, email 2008.

22..6>< 23.7xQg6 ueb!

/L /&,
(o

7

— N W A N9
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24 Wh5
White is forced to retreat his queen.

24 xe6 Exe6 2S.WxFS Jxc3 26.bxc3 WxFS
27.exfS Eed4 leaves White in a horrible
endgame.

_ N W A L N I 0
N\

24...Fed
24..WeS also looks strong, utilizing the new
outpost.

25.EF

Teimour should probably have tried
25.€dS!?. Te queen is blocked out on as
and so White at least threatens gS-g6. Chris
Ward shows that Black is still better after:
25..e3! 2696 ~M8!? (26..fS also looks
excellent; White simply cannot get around the
g7-bishop.) 27.gxF jx¥F 28.Efl

g
b =4
h—12

=
[y
Z

a b e d e f g h

28..Weltl 29.Exel jxhS 3DEflt jF
31.txe3 Exe3 32.ExFt <e8 Tanks to the
threat of mate on the back rank, Black has a
clearly better endgame.

»

f

c d e

—_ N W A NN
VB %
D BNSEN N
N\

25...We5!

T e queen takes up a dominating outpost.
White needs to arrange gS-g6 to get his attack
going, but the pin along the ffth rank makes
that impossible.

26"B 1xb3
26...Ef8 is also excellent for Black.

27.ab3 g3

Black has an extra pawn - and a powerful
one at that - as well as the better minor piece
and a safe king.

- N W R LN
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28.@a2 OF 29.0xFt @xF 30\Vgd e3
31.96 e2?
A rare slip from the World Number One.

Black should have preferred 31...<e7, as Ward
points out.

—_— N W A NN
\
&\
N

32.vOot?
Radjabov misses his chance.

32.00d7! would have created enough threats to
draw the game.

32..@e8 33 VFt @d8 34.vVgst @d7
3S.VFt Ve7 36.VFt @d8! 37.VVast b6
38.VdS el=V 39.Vas8t @d7 40.Vb7t @e8
0-1

3.3) Sacrifice on d5
Like the previous example, this is a defensive
measure. T is time Black waits for the knight
to jump to dS from c3 before giving up the

rook.

Krum Georgiev — Davorin Komljenovic

Biel 1989

l.e4 ¢S 2.2f3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 €F
S.tc3g66..e3 .g77.0 tc6 8..c4 .d7

9.vvd2 0-0 10.h4 Oc8 11._b3 hS 12.0-0-0
teS 13..¢S 0cS 14.g4 hxgd 1S.hS txhS
16.0dS

/% A%////’”” ",
7%
%7,,,”/{’”éy'ﬂ// %

»» -
nay

Y,

7,
2

[ \° N UV R LY B = NN e ]
N

a

16...0xdSs"?

Black immediately gives the exchange in
order to slow White's attack and kick-start
queenside counterplay.

16...EeS is my recommendation, examined in
variation B4 of Chapter 2. We will probably
still take on dS but we'll wait for a few moves,
generally until White has made his own
exchange sacrifce on hS.

17..xdS Vb6
As we have seen already, the b2-pawn is a
weak point in White's position.

18.-b3
IS.c3 is a safer move which blocks the long
diagonal.

18..0¢8 19.€F?
Tis is a thematic try for White but here it
fails, justas it did in the previous game.
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a b c d e

f g h

19...gxf5 20.0xhS tc4
Black breaks through to b2.

21.0h2 Oxb2t 22.@bl OeS 23.4 tat
24.<cl
Black fnds a nice way to wrap up the victory.

8
7
6
; / ,,,,,, 7% /
2 ///%///'Zf’i
! _
f g h

24...g3! 2S.FeS

25\xg3 runs into 25..0xc2t! 26.0xc2
\b2t when all ofWhite's pieces start dropping
with check: 27.0d2 \xc2t 28.0el [Oc3t
29.0f1 \xdIt 30.0g2 \e2t 31l.cgl Od4t
32.0h1 \xh5t-+

2S...gh2 26.he7 Oxb3!
A pretty fnish.
0-1

4) Preserving the dark-squared bishop

As we have already seen, the g7-bishop is
Black's pride and joy, so White ofen attempts
to exchange it by putting his bishop on hé.
Sometimes Black's bishop is so powerful that
he can simply drop it back to h8 and give up
the f8-rook instead.

Vasily Panov - Vladimir Simagin

Moscow 1943

Tis is one of the earliest examples of a
Yugoslav Attack.

l.ed ¢S 2.€0 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 € F
S.tc3 g 6.0e30g7 7.0 0-0 8. €bh3”

Tis retreat is premature but this opening
was relatively unexplored at the time, and
players were still experimenting with diferent
set-ups.

8...[0e6"?
Attempting to exploit White's move order.

a b c d e f g h

9.0d2 tbd7
Simagin gets creative.

9...1c6 isamore sensible square for the knight
and will be examined on page 259.
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10.0-0-0 O0b6 11.94 Oc8 12..h6?
T is plays into Black's hands.

12.h4 would be a better way of exploiting
Black's slow queenside play.

12....h8?
An interesting concept, but not the strongest
exchange sacrifce available here.

Most Dragon players have seen the theme so
many times that their fngers would be itching
to play 12....xh6 13.Wxh6 Exc3! 14.bxc3
Wc7 with strong queenside play. T e queen
might look dangerous on h6 but, without any
other pieces to support the attack, it is simply
ofside. In fact, WVite has to drop his queen
back immediately in order to give the king
some cover.

13..x
13.h4!17 also looks dangerous.

13...¥xf8

WVite should be dearly better with the extra
exchange, but it is interesting to see how he
drifts. Te dark-squared bishop gives Black
good long-term counterplay.

—_— N W A, L NN
SO
b
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14.0d4

WVite should probably keep attacking with
something like 14.h4, rather than getting
distracted by trying to consolidate the extra
material.

14....¢c4 15.gS Ofd7 16. - h3”

Te computer does not mind this move
but, with the h-fle blocked, White will now
struggle to create any attacking chances.

16...e6 17.@bl OeS 18.14

—_ N W A N N

18...1F!

A wonderful sacrifce, glvVing up a whole
piece to open the long diagonal. We have seen
the theme of sacrifcing a knight on 13 a few
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T e most obvious move, but now Black gets
full compensation for the jettisoned rook.

Al of Black's pieces are now involved in the
attack, while White's h1-rook and h3-bishop

are mere bystanders.
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Opening a path for the queen

times already, but normally there is a pawn to
20.Wxc3 Oxa2t 21.0xa2 Ixc3 22.bxc3 d5
would also give Black su®cient counterplay.
20.Wxd6! should have been played. Black
can win back the exchange with 20...0e2
but White emerges with an extra pawn afer
21 Wxf8t Oxf8 22.0g2 Oxd| 23.1xdl.

capture on that square.
19.1>< §xc3 20.hxc3?

21.Wcl 1a4
22.exd5?

- M4?
\V/Vite could have saved himselfwith 25.e7!.

T e c8-rook is now attacked and the e7-pawn
can annoy Black. T e correct result appears

25]

White cannot aford the time for this.

to be a draw, for instance: 25..Wa5 26.1d8t

It OOh8 28.1xc8 He6bt 29.0b2

Wb4t 30.0al Wa5st

Og7 27.e8
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25... — e6 26.1xe6 Feb

Panov now found that the rook on d4 doesn't
actually help to defend his king. He tried the
desperate:

27)0a4 Oxa4
Black was now material up as well as having
a huge attack, and the end was swift.

— N W A N9

28.c4 0d8 29.@a2 " b430.0el 0d3 31.0xe6
tc3t32.@al "abt33."a "xa#

Te next game features a theoretical line in
which it has long been known that Black can
happily give his rook for White's dark-squared
bishop.

Claudio Gentile - Gawain Jones

Genoa 2003

l.ed ¢c5 2.€F d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 € F
5.0c3 g 6.1e3 1g7 7.F 0-08.7d2 Ocb
9.0-0-0 d5 10.exd5 €txd5 11.€xc6 bxcé
12.8d4 €5

Tis is the old main line.

12...1xd4 is the modern move, and my
proposed approach in the second volume.

13.1c5 1e614. m 7

My opponent can't resist the lure of a free
exchange but now Black gets great play.

14.€e4 is normal.

14.."xF
Black already threatens to win the queen
1h6.

with ...

—_ N W A NN

15.€txd5
Tis repairs Black's structure but is the only
way to slow Black's initiative.

15.0bl e4!N While other moves are also good
for Black, | like this thematic approach. Black
sacrifces a pawn to unleash his uncontested
dark-squared bishop. White's position is
already difcult, for instance 16.txe4 EbS
17.b3 5 1S.gh a3 19.c4 tc3t with mate
to follow.

15...cd5 16." a5 Ob8

In return for the exchange Black has a lead in
development, a strong centre and an extremely
powerful bishop pair.

17.1a6?

White obviously wanted to complete
development but this is a clumsy square for his
bishop.
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17...7b6 18.17hel Wb8 19.b3
A necessary but chronic weakening of the
dark squares around White's king.

b 4
/) A
/gé

—_ N W A NN X

19...Wc7 20.Wa4
WVite now loses his bishop by force.
20.0d3 would have saved the piece but
20..018! is still winning, as WWite's dark
squares are just too weak.

20...8d721.Wa3 1 F22.Wb2 Ixa6 23.Wxeb
Here | chose the safe approach:

A

— N W A NN

23..Wxe5

Instead 23...Wa5 is completely winning for
Black, as 24.1xd5 Wxa2 25.1xd7 1e6! 26.Wc3
Ixelt 27.Wxel Wait 28.<d2 Ob4t picks up

the queen. Nevertheless, my move was good
enough to win without too many diFculties.
..0-1

5) The pawn sacrifice

As well as the various exchange sacrifces we
have examined, Black often gives a queenside
pawn to open up lines towards White's king.
T iswill be particularly relevant in the Topalov
Variation, but for now | will show another line
where it is risky for VVite to grab the pawn.

Andrei Shchekachev — Mikhail Golubev

Dimitrovgrad 1988

l.ed ¢c5 N/ T d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 €F
5.€c3 g 6.1e3 1g7 7.F tc6 8.1c4 0-0
9.Wd2 u§d7 10.0-0-0 ¥c8 I11.1b3 tab
12.@bl tcd 13.uxc4 Ixcd 14.94 b5

Tis topical line is covered in Chapter 10.

8 %// =
Lt 7//1%1;2

% ////z/
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15.€£db5”
T epawn istoo hot. 15.b3 is the critical test.

15..Wb8 16.€d4 ! fc8

At the cost of a pawn, Black has already
brought all his pieces into the attack. Watch
how White is never given a moment's respite.

17.%2al
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17...uxg4!

Enterprising play! Again we see Black
sacrifcing to bring the g7-bishop into the
game.

18.Fg4 Bxed 19.We2

19.1 xe4 is better but 19...Exc2 still favours
Black. TTis is all covered in variation A of
Chapter 10.

19..J0xc3
On page 201 | give 19... I xc3 as the main
continuation, but both moves are strong.

20.bxc3 B xc3 21.Wd2 Wa8!

T e young Golubev is not interested in the
dl-rook; he's going for mate! 21...0b7! is an
equally efective way to transfer the queen to
ds.

—_— N W A, N X

22.Wd3e5 23.EdF
Not the most resilient, but White was lost

anyzay.

23...exd4 24. 1 4 Wd5 25. 7 b2 gh8t
0-1

6) White’s attack: “Sac, sac, mate”

Care has to be taken to prevent White from
crashing through on the Kingside. Te
following game, along with the above quote
from the winner, became a famous example of
what Black must avoid in the Dragon.

Robert Fischer — Bent Larsen

Portoroz 1958

l.ed ¢c5 2.0 £ d6 3.d4 cd4 4.0xd4 B F
5.0c3 g 6.1e3 ig7 7.£ 0-0 8Wd2 Bc6
9.1c4 B xd4

9...00d7 is the normal way of playing.

10.1xd4 ueb
Tis old line was actually resurrected recently
by Hikaru Nakamura.

.7/

e /
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» / // »
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a b c d e f g h
11.£b3 ¥a5 12.0-0-0 b5 13.%b1 b4

13...Bfc8 is the modern interpretation.

—_ N W kA LN
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14.0dS L_dS Is.L_dS

15.exd5! was Tal's improvement the
following year. Tis is still considered better
for White, and is the reason why 13...b4 is
no longer played. After 15...00b5 16.Ehel a5
17.0e2 Oxe2 18.Exe2 White has a small edge
with his bishop pair and pressure down the
e-Ffle, even if my engine thinks this is playable
for Black.

L I RV B = R B o)

a b c d e f

IS...EacB?
Larsen underestimates the strength of the
light-squared bishop.

15... I xd5! had to be tried. Various games have
continued 16.0xg7 Bc3t! 17.0xc3 (17.bxc3
Eab8! was an important nuance in Fernandez
Aguado - Lerch Gallemi, Spain 1992)
17...bxc3 18.0xc3 Oxc3 19.bxc3 Efc8= with
sufcient play for the pawn.

16.1b3!

Fischer doesn't give Black a second chance.
T e b3-bishop does a great job both defending
the queenside and setting its sights on Black's
kingside.

16..Ec7 17.h4 VVbS
Larsen prepares to push his pawn to a4 but
his counterattack comes much too slowly.

17...h5 would be the usual way of slowing
White's attack but Ftacnik shows that 18.g4! is
dangerous. His line continues: 18...hxg4 19.h5
gxh5 (19..0xh5 20.0xg7 cxg7 21.Fg4 is
also terminal)

- N W A N9
e

a b e d e f g h

20.Fg4 hxg4 21.Edgl 5 22.00e3 Ed8 23.0h6
White's attack is already mating, while Black
has not produced any counterplay whatsoever.
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IB.hS!
O+fering a pawn to open the h-fle.

1B... 3B

Actually the pawn was taboo: 18...Bxh5?
19.0xg7 cxg7 20.g4 01f6 21.00h6t [Ig8
22.95 B h5
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a b e d e f g h

23 _ h5! gxh5 24.g6! hxg6 25.7xg6t ®h8
26."h6t ®g8 27.2glt is one particularly
brutal possible fnish.

19. 1 hg

Here we see another way in which the b3-
bishop maes its presence felt. Often Black
prefers to recapture with the f-pawn to keep
the h-fle closed and his king more secure, but

here it is impossible due to the pin.

,/;i, @’it%
W///\Q/ / ’
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20.g4
Fischer continues his attack in the most
natural way.

20.1e3!? is another interesting idea, intending
to try and exchange dark-squared bishops.
20..a5 21.1h6 §h8 22.7f4! (22.1f8 €h5!
seems to just about clingon) 22...a4

—_ N w A 00 O N ©

a b e d e

23. 118! Exf8 (23...th5 is no longer possible
due to 24. " xF#) 24.Exh8t \xh8 25. " h6t
th7 26.Ehl Black must give up his queen
to pregent fpatg, 46.n "ty 2neRihd gxhsd
28.1




Dragon T emes 27

23.96!
Fischer crashes through. T e rest is hopeless.
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a b c d e f

23..65 24 gt <F 25..e3 d5 26.exd5
Ox ¥ 27.d6 OF 28._¢5 Ob7 29. _xF _
30.d7 0d8 31.00d6t

1-0

7) Black’s defensive measures

Te above game shows how important it is
to prevent White's kingside attack breaking
through. T at normally means meeting h2-h4
with ...h5. White often continues his attack
with a subsequent g2-g4, intending to meet
...hxg4 with h4-h5. We have already seen
this approach in a couple of games. Another
important defensive idea is to play ...g5 to
keep the kingside closed.

Vassily Ivanchuk — Veselin Topalov

Belgrade 1995

l.ed c5 2.€0 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 € F
5.tc3 g6 6.-e3 .g7 7.0 tcb6 8.00d2 0-0
9..¢4 .d7 10.h4 Oc8 11..b3 h5 12.0-0-0
te5 13..9g5 0c5 14.94

Tis used to be the main line but Black
found sufFcient defensive resources.

a b c d e

14...hxg4 15.f4 tc4 16.0e2 [c8

On the other side of the board, Ivanchuk
found the improvement 16...0a5! See
Chapter 2 for further details.

17. —

After 17.15? Topalov was able to reveal
another point of the queen sidestep with
17...1xb2! in OIl — Topalov, Moscow (ol)
1994,

—_ N W e KN

18...0xd5!
First we get a recap of one of our thematic
exchange sacrifces.

19.exd5 b5 20.h5 g5!
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And now this important defensive resource.
White's h5-pawn gets in the way and prevents
his pieces from infltrating down the h-Fle.

21.Fg5 _xg5t 22.7 bl F!

Pushing the pawns in front of one's king
might look hasty, but Topalov has successfully
judged that his king will be safe on the h-fle.

LA I NV I = N B o]

23)0d3
T is move has been criticized but White's
position is already diFcult to play.

Schulz analyses: 23.h6 \h8 24.:h5 f6
25.1ixcd bxcd (25..Wxcd 26.Wxc4 bxcd
27.0xf5 is incorrectly given as a clear
advantage to White. In fact Black is still much
better here, despite the material defcit, as after
27...2b8 28.b3 #e8! 29.:hhl §g6 30.:hfl
cxb3 31.axb3 g3! he has great counterplay.)
26.c3

—_ N W A LA

Now 26...We8 is a clear improvement on
Schulz's line. Black's king is completely safe,
the bishop pair is a long-term trump and the
connected passed pawns will be extremely
tough to stop.

23...14 24. _xc4 Wxc4

—_ N W A NN

b ¢c d e f

Ivanchuk, completely disgusted at his
position, surprisingly resigned here. While
resignation is clearly premature, Black certainly
has an excellent position. Not only will White
have to deal with the passed pawns, but Black
can also switch to attacking on the queenside.
With the king on h8 and bishop on 6, White
will not be able to create any attacking chances
of his own.

0-1

Tat concludes our discussion of the most
important Dragon motifs. | hope this
introduction will help you to make sense of
the proposed repertoire, even when things
become wildly complicated.
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A) 15.€d57! 30
B) 15.0>< 31
C) 15i0hel a5 16.14 tc4! 17.0xc4 Oxc4
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C2) 21.Vd3 36
D) 15.g4 hg4 36
D1) 16.f4 37
D2) 16.h5 txh5 38
D21) 17.0>5? 38
D22) 17.Fg4 39
D23) 17.0dgl 40

D24) 17.1d5 0e8 18.0>5 <35
19.VVh2 Oxd5! 20.0xd5 \V/h6! 41
D241) 21.V/><5 42
D242) 21.f4 43
D243) 21. ¢ F O>< 22.exF V5! 45
D2431) 23.Fg4 45

D2432) 23./><5 47
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l.ed ¢S 2.€0 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 I F
S.0c3g66.1e3 1g7 7.00-08.7d2 Bc6
9.8c4 §d7 10.0-0-0 gc8 11.1b3 teS
12.h4 hS 13.1gS gcs!

An important move. Te rook is usefully
placed here, both supporting the pawn break
...b5 and the a5-square so the queen can enter
the game. T e rook also prepares to sacrifce
itselffor a knight (or even on rare occasions for
the bishop) that jumps into d5.

14.<bl

Tis is the mainline of the entire Soltis
Variation. T e following lines are sharp and
critical and so need to be studied carefully.

6 W/ @/ 7
5
4
3
2
1
14...bS

Traditionally this has been Black's main try.

14...EeS is the modern alternative but | don't
see any reason not to follow the older lines.
In fact, | believe this line became fashionable
because ofa move order issue; ifWhite were to
play 12.<bl most players react with 12...EeS.
Ten 13.h4 h5 14._.g5 Ec5 would reach this
position but with the rook already committed
to eS.

Our frst branching point of the chapter
sees us consider A) 1S.€dS?, B) 15.8xf6,
C) 1S.ghel and D) 1S.¢g4.

15..h6? T is must be much too slow. 15...a5
16..xg7 Oxg7 17.a3 was seen in Andreev
- Hermanov, Alushta 2005, and here there
was no reason not to continue our queenside
expansion with:

a b e d e f g h

17...b4N 1S.axb4 axb4 19.€a2 a5 20.0xb4
a7+ A typical manoeuvre with the queen.

A) Is. 1dS?
T is doesn't particularly challenge Black.

s...1xdS 16.hdS

16.exd5 Blocking in the b3-bishop cannot
be advised. Now Black's queenside play fows
easily. 16...a5 17.a3 tc4 1S.0e2 was Della
Morte - Bertaccini, Villa Martelli 2013, and
here | suggest:

—_ N W A LN

IS...0b6N Black has an overwhelming
advantage. T e d5-pawn is dropping if White
does nothing and 19.00xe7 (19.-xe7 EeS just
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drops the piece) 19...0c7 20.0xc4 (20.We4
Ixb2! 21.0xb2 a4 22.8a2 b4-+) 20...bxca
21.We3 0b8 22.Wc3 1kb7 23.icl uf5 leaves
White completely tied up.

16...0c4 17.vd
17.WHR27 Te ill-advised choice of a player
who became a GM the next year. 17...Wb6

18.g4 e5!' An embarrassing pin. 19.9xh5
(19.0b3 1xd5! is the point) 19...exd4
20.h6 me5 21.f4 d3! 22.h7t Oxh7 23.Feb

dxc2t 24.Wxc2 Ba3t 25.bxa3 1xc2 Mrva -
Cernousek, Slovakia 2004, was a powerful
demonstration of Black's resources.

Meanwhile 17.Wel?! was the choice ofa future
Super-GM but again it backred horribly:
17..Wb6 18.c3 b4! 19.1ixc4 Oxcd 20.0b3
bxc3 21.1cl 1fc8 0-1 Vitiugov - Nithander,
Herceg Novi 2005. | doubt the Russian Super-
GM has lost many worse games.

17.1xc4 bxcd 18.1h6? M. Tan - Langerak,
Rijswijk 2000. Here the position was surely
crying out for 18...c3N, although 18... i xh6N
19.Wxh6 Wh6+ would also have been strong.
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17..\V/c7!N 18.0xe7 Ec8+

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Black's queenside attack is landing while

White still hasn't started on the Kkingside.
19...Ixb2! is one nice threat.

B) 15.ixF

White alows Black an uncontested dark-
squared bishop. IfWhite doesn't crash through
immediately then he will be in deep trouble.

15...8xf6
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\
Do
NN
\ [ :
o
\
N
[ )

16.g4

I think this
continuation.

164 0Bcd 17.ixcd 1xcd O7..bxcaN also
looks good for Black. White has to try 18.15
but | think Black is faster with 18...Whb6.)
18.e5 197 19.b3 Mannion - Kilgour, Troon
1990. Here Black should have brought the
rook all the way back:

is the only challenging

2 A V. — A
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a b e d e f g h

19...2c8N Not allowing Be4 with tempo.
White's gained little for ceding the bishop pair.
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16.€d5 Og7 17.g4 is at least a logical follow-
up, but 17..e6 18.€e3 a5 19.c3 a4 20.0c2
tcd 21.txcd bxed 22.a3 Wh6 23.0a2 -b8
saw Black's counterplay arrive quickly in
M. Dizdarevic - Stojic, Sydney 2009. A\er
24.-bl Black should have found:

_
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24, .e5!N 25.te2 hxg4 26.Fg4 Oxgd+ White
has little play to ofset the pawn defcit.
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16...hg4 17.hS
17.td5
Tis is rare but | think it is a better move
order as it isn't as easy to close up the
kingside.
17..0g7 18.h5e6 19.h6
19.€e3?N gxf3 20.hxg6 Wf6! wouldn't get
White anywhere.
Nor would 19. €N tc4 20 Wh2 ¢5.
19...016 20. txfot Wxf6 21.Fg4 - fc8

I might have taken the opportunity to close
up the kngside for good with 21...<h7N.

- N W A NN

a b e d e f (o] h

22.95 We7 23.h7t <h8 24.te2 b4l 25 Wxd6
Wxd6 26.-xd6 [0c6 27.-h4 €13 28.:g4 :xg5
29.:xg5 €Xxg5

Al of White's pawns were dropping in
I. Zaitsev - Basin, Minsk 1983.

17...9S!
T isisastrong move, closing up the kingside.

18.Fg4

18.f4 gxf4 19.Wxf4 e6! White's attack isn't
getting anywhere as Black's king can hide
safely in front of the h-pawn.

18.td5 has been tried a couple of times, but
18...gxf3! 19.:dgl (19.2hgl <h7+ Nowak
- Bensiek, email 2004) 19..<h7+ looks
excellent for Black.
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1S...aS 19.1.dS OxdS! 20.indS e6+
White's bishop was trapped in Soreghy -
Gonzaga Grego, email 2011,

C) 1S.0hel
White is preparing to crash through in the

centre but Black's queenside play is coming
fast enough.
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IS...aS 16.£4

Now White needs to continue his plan of
opening the centre as he doesn't have enough
time to defend on the queenside.

16.a4? is no good: 16..bxad 17 txad uxad
18.0xad4 " b6 19."e3 2c4 20.00b3 2b4 21.€e2

vr

.
AL

a b e d e f g h

21..."b722.2d4 a4 0-1 Yukno - Levkovsky,
Dnipropetrovsk 2003.

16.a3? b4 17.ab4 ab4 and now:

a) 1B.€dS €txdS 19.0xdS tc4 20.7d3 was
Jahnz - Raabe, Pinneberg 1996, when best
would be:

20..." c7N Black's attack is coming far too
quickly, for example: 21.0xe7 2xdS! 22.exdS
2aB 23.c3 txb2! 24.7xb2 bxc3t 2S."xc3
2a2t 26. " xa2 = xc3-+

b) 1B.ta4 Correa - Delai, Sao Paulo 2011.
Here the straightforward 1B...0xa4N 19.0xa4
" aS 20.b3 tc4! is absolutely crushing.

c) 1B.ta2N is WWite's only way to remain
on the board but 1B..."aS 19.%xb4 =a7! is
extremely dangerous.

16...0c4! 17.hc4

17.%d3? Sidestepping with the queen is
a common idea to retain the light-squared
bishop but here it has no logic as 17..a4
forces the trade anyway (17...€g4!’N is also
interesting but unnecessary). 1B.ixc4 bxc4
Krenz - Peschel, Wuerzburg 1997. WWite
couldn't aford to give Black an extra rwo
tempos for his attack and he now ran into
serious trouble down the b-fle.

17...0xc4 18.eS

As Vigorito mentions, 1B.€dxbS? would
be a big mistae: IB...0OxbS 19.€xbS = b6
20.td4 tg4 gives Black a huge initiative.
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IB...b4!

Continuing our own attack. Try to remember
this motif. with the bishop on g5 trappedin by
its own pawns, Black doesn't need to move the
f6-knight.

19.€cb5

19.exf6?! cannot be advised. T e g7-bishop,
which was temporarily blocked, now wakes up.
19...exf6 20.Wd3 Exc3! 21.bxc3 Fg5 22.cxb4
gxfd 23.b5 Wxh4+ Sandstroem — W. Taylor,
email 2005. Black has two pawns for the
exchange, a strong bishop pair and continued
attacking chances against WVite's vulnerable
king.

19.Wd3
Tis allows:
19...Exc3! 20.bxc3

—_ N W A L N9 0

Soltis Variation

20...bxc3!IN
20...0d5 is reasonable for Black and has
been played previously, but | think the
immediate capture is even stronger.
21.Wxc3
21.exf6 exf6 is bad for WWite.
21.€tb5 Of5 22.Wxc3 ted+
21..td5 22. W13
22.Wb3 Was leaves Black with a strong
attack.
22..\Whét 23.tbh3 Oc6
Black's attack is easily worth the sacrifced
exchange and | think a lot more.

19...de5

Now that Black has the d5-square for his
knight we can exchange on e5. Wite's knight
on b5 is also rather short on squares.

20.Fe5

20.€tf3? An attempted improvement by the
French GM but 20...Wc8'! was a good response.
Getting out of the pin attacks the b5-knight
and also puts pressure on c2. 21.ta7 Wa6
22 Feb5 Of5 23.exf6 Exc2 24.Wxc2 [Oxc2t
25.0xc2 exfé Santo Roman - Marin, Belfort
1995. White's opening idea has been a disaster.
T e material count may be roughly balanced
with queen and two pawns versus rook, bishop
and knight but the knight on a7 is still trapped
and White's king is extremely open. Black is
simply winning.

—_ N W A L9
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20...1d5
Now White can try either Cl) 21.e6 or
C2) 21.Yd3.

21.€d6? looks a tempting way to redeploy the
knight but 21...tc3t! is extremely powerful.
22.bxc3 bxc3 23.7d3 :xd4! 0-1 Florescu -
Rogozenco, Sovata 2001.

Cl) 21.e6
Tis hasn't been played in an over-the-board

game but is White's only logical way to
continue.

8

7

6

5

4 % /

2 %

1 /%
21...ixb5
21.. . Fe6!’N

Tis is an interesting try ifyou wish to keep
more life in the position.

22.txeb
22.7d3 :c5 23."xg6 looks scary for a
moment, until you see 23... = eS! forcing the
exchange of queens and leaving Black with a
clear advantage: 24. = xeS i xeS+

22...1xe6 23.:xe6 " d7 24.:xg6
24."xd5 “xd5 25.:xd5 :flf 26.icl
:xh4 Te pin along the back rank regains
the piece and leaves Black with the better
prospects in the ending, for example: 27.a4
hhl 2S.ma2 :-xcl 29.:xe7 -hdl+

24..."xb5 25.1h6

White's kingside initiative seems to be
enough for a draw:

—_ N W A, NN

25..tc3t
25...204"

26.<<al €xd| 27.2xg7t mhS 2S.-xe7 -eS
2S...te3!? is also a draw: 29.ixfS ttxc2t
30.mb! ta3t 31.<al tc2t=

29.7d6 -xe7 30." f6t mh7 31. " xe7t mxh6é

32." fot=

22.0xb5 -c5
T is is Black's simplest route to equality. Te
following few moves are basically forced.

23.exFt
23.td4 6! 24.1h6 " bS+

—_ N W A NN
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23.J0xF 24.1d4 0NBc3t! 25.bxc3 bxc3
26.Yd3 [15 27.Yxg6 Bxd4 28]ihd4 Yxd4
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29.We6 Wh4t 30.Wb3

T e tactics have blown themselves out and
lef an equal endgame, Barlow - Fester, email
1998.

C2) 21.Wd3 c5 22.td6

T e correct move order if White wants to try
and extricate the knight, but there is a strong

reply:

VS I Y B e SN Be o)

22..Whb8!
Black gets out of the pin and also has ideas
of ... tc3t.

23.te4

23.tb3 tc3t illustrates one of Black's
ideas. 24.bxc3 Exc3 25.0xe7 Exd3 26.Exd3
was Van Kempen - Poli, corr. 1994, and now
26...00g4N favours Black. White's king is still
vulnerable and he'll have a tough time fghting
Black's queen and bishop pair.

23...0c7 24.tb3
24.e6N had to be tried but Black is still on
top afer 24...Fe6 25.00cl e5 26.€h3 £f6".

% 747
gy

2~
,,,,, .

y Y
¥ Ba

//,,84
24...a4N

Improving on 24...0e6 in Santo Roman -
Koch, Nantes 1993, when White escaped with
a draw.
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25.Wxd5
25.tbhc5 tc3t!

25...ab3 26.ch3 _e6 27.Wd4 [Ofc8
Again Black's attack is just too quick.

D) 15.g4 hxg4

a b c d e f

g h

We will check D1) 16.f4 before moving on
to the critical D2) 16.h5.

16.0xf6 Oxf6 transposes to variation B above.
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16.€£d5!?’N has never been played but it
popped up as one ofthe engine's top choices, so
I thought | should check it. An interesting line
continues: 16..gx¥F 17.1xf6 O7.h5? doesn't
work out: 17..txe4 1BWH txgS 19.WxgS
:xd5! 20.0xdS e6+) 17...0xf6 1B. txfot exfo
19.Whé

7=

2 &
_

<,

7
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19.. 217 20.€fS gxf5 21l.:hglt Fgl=w
22.:xglt €94 23.:xg4t Fg4 24.Wg6t <hB
25 Wh6t=

DI) 16.f4

In the 14.94 Variation (see next chapter) this
is the normal way to continue afer sacrifcing
the g-pawn, but ...bS is now a far more useful
move than <b!.

16...€c4 17. _xc4

17.Wd3 WaB!?N T islooks like an interesting
idea. T e queen gets out of the way of the fB-
rook to allow doubling on the c-fle while also
putting pressure on e4. 1B.h5 txhS 19.€dS
=xd5 20.exdS WxdS+ reveals another point.

17.We2 thS!? A neat way of exploiting the
location of the white queen. 1B.zhel WaS
19.€dS :-xdS 20.exdS A. Forgacs - Vrban,
Hungary 2001. Here 20...€g3!N would have
combined well with Black's 17th. 21 Wf2
(21 Wxe7 [Oxd4 22.-xd4 tfH-+) 21..€fS
22.txfS OxfS Black has an overwhelming
attack.

—_ N W A U NN

17...bxcd

Recapturing with the pawn looks stronger to
me here. T e rook remains in control on the
Sth rank and the b-fle opens for counterplay.
I will present a few sample lines:

IS FN

1B.e5 dxe5 19.Fe5 €dS 20.hS WaS 21.ted
Wxd2 22.0xd2 EccB+

1B.Oxf6 [Oxf6 19.€dS was Smilek -
Schmalz, Valasska Bystrice 2014, when 19...e6
was good enough to win for Black, though
19...WaSN+ may be even stronger.

1B.hS €xhS

_ N W A NN

19.fS (Tis position was actually reached by
a diferent move order. Tere Wite tried
19.:xhS gxhS 20.fS, but afer 20..0xd4
21.Wxd4 f6 22.0c! - £ 23.2hl zh7 had little
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to show for the exchange and two pawns in
A. Zaitsev - Kucherenko, Kharkov 2003.)
19..Wb6 20.0xe7 :bH

18...Wh6 -xF
21.1d5

19.fg Tg 20.0xF

—_— N W A NN
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21..3hd5!22.exd5 ¢3 23."xc3 -c824."d2
_F-+

D2) 16.h5
White is going route one.

16... 1 xh5

—_ N W R L N9
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White can try the crude D21) 17.:xh5?,
as well as D22) 17.Fg4, D23) 17.Edgl and
D24) 17. 1 d5.

17.14% has been tried here as well but 17... B k4
should be good for Black. 18.Wd3 (18.00xc4
bxc4 transposes to the note on 18.h5 in
variation O1 above.) 18..We8 19.f5 €6
20.2dg! WValentin - Aubert, Torcy 1991.
Black's last couple of moves were strong but
here he should have continued the plan with:

—_ N W A N3
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20...exf5N 21.exf5 We5! Black is winning.

If White tries 17.00h6 then 17..e6!N is a
good antidote. T e b3-bishop is mufFed and
the black queen can now come to the king's
defence.

D21) 17.2xh5?

Giving the exchange immediately is an
inaccurate move order.

17..a95
White has sacrifced the exchange and two

pawns for the attack. Here the best way to
defuse his initiative is to trade as many pieces
as possible.

18.01d5

18 Wh2 €xf3! Not only does this grab
another pawn but it trades material and
leaves the g4-square available for our bishop.
19.€xf3 gxf3 20.td5 (20Wxh5N :xg5!
21 Wxg5 e6 is another common defensive
theme. 22.Wh5 W16 White has been left with
a two-pawn defcit and no attack.) 20...:xd5!
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21.1xd5 194 Potkin - Kargin, Moscow 2006.
Te kingside has been closed and White
should have nothing at all to show for the
three sacrifced pawns.
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1S..13xd5!
1S...EeS would transpose to variation 024
below.

19.1xd5 IxF!
T e same theme.

20.0xF gxf3 21.ih6 e5 22.8g5 i F
23.1h6

Here in Wan Yunguo - Emiroglu, Abena
2012, they simply repeated but, as | observed
on ChessPublishing, Black has another
possibility:

— N W A, N

23...104!N
Black is doing very well, for example:

24.1>< @>< 25.We3 1 g5 26.Wxa7 W+
D22) 17.Fg4

Tis is extremely rare but is sharp and forcing
so should be checked.

17...uxg4 1S]-dgl
Here | think the most accurate move order
is:

—_ N W A LN

1S..J3eSN
I've again looked at a few natural-looking
lines:

19.1.d5
19.8h6 e6 20.ixg7 <xg7 21.ccxb5 =d7
22.cc3 EhS+

19...a5 20.c3
20.ce3 a4 21.1d5 "h6°

20...a4 21.1dl
21.1c2 a3fF

21...ixdl 22.wWxdl 1 F 23.ixFexF

If White does nothing, Black can follow up
with capturing on d5 and ...f5. T erefore the
critical continuation is:
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24. 1 F!? g 25.e>< cF 26.tdl
White is threatening Ih8t followed by
Wh6t mating.

26.Jhd5 27.€txd5 tc8 28.txd6t cg8
29.txF g6 30/3xg6 fxg6 31.txg6 tas
32]0gl te4dt 33.ccl

33.Wal?? Welt

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

a b c¢c d e f g h

33...te3t 34.cc2 tedt 35.ccl=
Te line might look unlikely but it shows
interesting ideas for both sides.

D23) 17.1dgl

As far as | can see, Gast - Zaremba, Parsippany
1999, is the only game to have featured this

move, but again it's among my engine's frst
few choices and so needs checking.

Y Z % 7‘7/%
AE A :a

DN
N\
j\\\
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17...1¢4N
This is sensible as the d4-knight is no longer
so well defended.

18.cd Ixcd 19.€FP?

19.Fg4
Another important line.

19...01xd4 20.We3 f6!?
20.. Jxg4 21.1xgd (21 Jh6 Whe!) 21...f50
is unclear. The engine assesses with the
helpful 0.00.

21.Jh6
21.gh4 1c4 22.gxh5 gxh5 23 gxf6!? Ixf6
24 Wg5 Jg4 25.Exh5 W8 26 Wxgd 1flt
27.01d1 Ixed!" Black has successfully fought
o White's initiative.
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21...e5 22.gxh5 g5 23. 1 xg5

23.1xg7 " xg7 leaves the black king quite

safe.
23..Fg5 24.1xg5 <hS 25.h6 1f6 26.1g7!
1e6

Te position is messy but Black controls
a lot of the important squares so | think the
best White can hope for from his attack is a
perpetual.

19...1x5 20.ex5 b4 21.€d5

21.%e2 d5 22,01 dl g3° is messy but seems
okay for Black. 23.uxe7 BeS 24.% xc4 dxc4
25.1xdS IxdS 26.Fg6 ¥g6 and Black has
good compensation.

— NN W A NN
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21.Jd4 22.0h2 g3 23.txe7t [Ixe7
24.00xh5! gh5 25.1xe7 1e8 26.1g5 -e€5
27.1xh5 @g7-=

Te game has liquidated into an equal
endgame.

D24) 17.2d5 Ee8 18.8Bxh5

IS Fg4 ixgd 19.1dg!l transposes to variation
022 above.

1S.747

In the 14.g4 variation White normally
continues like this. However with ...b5
already played, Black gains an important
tempo defending the knight.

I1S...0c4 19.7f2

19.7d3 was S. Farago - Pham, Budapest
1995, and now 19..a5N 20.a3 [0Ixd5!
21.exd5 = b6 would put Black on top.
After 19.ixc4 Ixc4 20.1H!? Brekhov -
A. Smirnov, Saratov 200S, 20...Ixe4N
looks easiest. 21. 1 xd6 1d4 22." xd4 §xd4
23.1xd4 16 24. 1 xeS Fg5-+

7

L Ak %
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19...1xd5! 20.exd5 = b6
Black's position is already to be preferred
and the following sequence increases his
advantage:
21.ixcd4 bxcd 22.7d2? c3l
24.7d if5
Black's pieces have become too active. White
doesn't last long.
25.1h2 1c4 26.1hd2 ¥xd4 27.% b3 Ib4
0-1 Corujedo Hernandez - Perez Soto,
Cuba 2002.

23."xc3 IcS

18..ag5 19.00h2

White is currently the exchange and two
pawns down, but he has all his pieces in the
attack and we need to deal with it accurately.

It's better for White to go with his queen frst.
Here 19.1h1? should be met in the same
manner as the text move. 19...Ixd5 20.1xd5
"b6 21.08e3 Bcd 22.ixcd bxcd 23.1xh5 In
Ankerst - Kodric, Slovenia 1996, Black had so
far defended well, but now instead of lashing
out with 23...f5 he should have played the
more usual-looking:
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23...2b8N 24.c3 g¥F With the point 25. 1 15
-xfB! 26. _xb6 _xedt 27." al 2xb6+.
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19..Ixd5!
Time to give back some of that extra material
to slow White's attack.

20.hd5 ~ b6!

When | had this position | instead put my
queen on c8, but this active square is better.
From b6 the queen hits the knight and can
go to c5, b7 or even f2 depending on how
White continues to attack. In some lines it is
very important that we are controlling the gl-
square. Now we are ready to kick the bishop
back with ...e6.

We have reached an important junction, with
White having three moves: D241) 21. % x5,
D242) 21.f4 and D243) 21. 1 F.

D241) 21.7 xh5

Tis is probably the most logical move and is
one ofthe critical lines.

., Y.,
\Ww & w y
w A )
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21..6622. b3 gxf3 23. I xF
If White doesn't take the pawn immediately
then we can use it to annoy him, for example:
23._.h6 _xh6
23... 1217 immediately can also be considered.
24.1xh6 2!
When this position was reached, White
became rather overambitious with:
25.11%?
25,1 16 should be preferred when 25... 5 b7
(25....¢6!7) 26.2h1 fl=ut! 27.2xfl 1xe4
28.2glt Bg6 29.2fl Be5 30.2glt would
be a possible draw.
25...exf5 26.2h! fl=iu t!
A vital defection.
27.2xfl d5!
Now Black has time to bring the queen over
to the king's defence - another useful facet
of putting the queen on bé.
28. 1 h5 dxed
White's attack had disappeared completely
in Ivanovic - Romero Holmes, Terrassa 1989.
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27..mh7! 28.e5 [Oc6 29.exd6 mg6! 30.00e7
Ixe7! 31.de7 m¥=

Afer a long sequence we've reached an
interesting endgame. T is has been played in
a few correspondence games and it seems clear
that Black has at least enough compensation.
T ee7-pawnisdroppingand the two connected
passed pawns are difcult to deal with.

D242) 21 14
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Tis is the rarest of White's tries here but also
has to be dealt with accurately.

23... !

| think this is_BIack's only moye t_o keep 8 ) /% %%E/ %%
equality. By coming over to the kingside the 7 ?‘% 7//-&;//% ‘ ;//-g/?
black queen hassles White's pieces and controls % Z/ %7 ///,,,/,7 /57
some important squares. 6 A ? A /g ///% /%

s 4o 44

24. 1 xe5 he5 25.00qg4 7 2y

. I Xe e . g '% Z'/I//{ %'//% 7//

25.0h6N Wg2! looks risky but the queen 4 7 ;@2 & /2‘ /
and e5-bishop control enough squares to 3 % 7 o 7//
prevent White increasing the pressure, for /%// ’ é% 4////'//;1
instance; 26.00e3 mf8 27.00g5 [Ic6 28.:xd6 2 &/8? > %y =
Oixe4 29.0h6t Og7 30.Wc5! mg8 31.:d1 W3 1 %g g%
32791 Ligo= a b c d e f g h
25...0g3! 26.00xg3 g3 27.0F 21...e6! 22.00b3

Despite having traded queens, White still
has some pressure, and with it compensation
for the pawn. We need to be accurate for
another few moves.

—_— N W A, U &I o

22157 was played in Acuna Celada - Marcos
Herrero, Madrid 2012, but here Black can
simply play 22...exd5N with an extra piece.

22..tc4 23.0xh5

23.157 was another curious f4-f5 blunder.
In Cernousek - Sluka, Olomouc 2000, Black
took on f5 but instead 23...0xd4N is simply
a piece.

T is position has only been reached once, in
G. Kss - Pham, Budapest 1999, and doesn't
seem to have been tried in computer or
correspondence chess either. However | think
the position is quite dangerous and so Black
needs to be accurate.



44 Soltis Variation

& s as

7,
P4 Oy Bzl A
WoaAT o

/7/,
-

.
2 g 0/ i)
ANAKE

— N W A, LN
AN
\ De-
\
\

a b c d e f g h

23..JWb7!N
A\er studying the position in a lot of depth,
I think this is best. T e queen is fnding a path
to the kingside. T e positions are sharp and so,
even though it is very rare, I'd make sure you
feel comfortable with the following variations.
23...1xd4? loses to 24.e5!.

24. 1 xcd

24 .15 exf5 25.exf5
25.1h6 Wxe4 26.uxg7 Oxg7 27.Wg5t
<h7= White has no more than perpetual,
the black queen is extremely useful on e4.

SN \° R FVIE -V, B e )

25... 1xd4!?
25...Wd5 also looks fne.

26.1xd4 uxf5 27.ucl
27.a4 Velt 28.<a2 WhI! forces White to
exchange queens.

27..1g6 28.Wxg4 Ved=

24.1h6 1xh6
24. . Wxed 25.@xcd4 bxcd 26.@xg7 Oxg7
27 Wxg4t Wg6=

25.Wxh6 Wxe4
WVite should frst play:

26.1xc4
T e immediate 26.15? fails to 26...We3!.
26. W 17 exf5 27.1xc4 bxcd 28 Wg5t (Of8
29.Wh6t g8 is also a draw.

26...bxc4 27.15
Only now can this be played, but again it is
simply a draw:

27...exf5 28.Wg5t Oh7 29.Wh5t Og7=

24...bxcd 25.e5 We4!
As we've just seen, this is an excellent square
for the queen.
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26.if6 Wg6 27.Wh4 g3 Remember to
use the advanced Kingside pawns to create
counterplay. 2S.Ehl @S 29.1gl g2 30.Wh2
dxe5 31.0xe5 [Oxe5 32.Fe5 Wg4 33.WhSt
@e7 34.Wf6t @fS= with another draw.

26..dxeS 27.1 F
27.Egl exd4 2S.0f6 Wg6 29.Wxg6 Fgé
30.Exg6 @ F 31.Exg7t @xf6 32.Exd7=

27.]WgG 28 \xgG TgG 29.IhheS ixeS
30.FeS

When | frst reached this position | was
concerned that Black might have to sufer
with the four pawn islands, but I think he can
generate sufcient counterplay with the passed
g-pawn and pressure against the e5-pawn, for
example:

7 &5
;//,, ,,,2
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30..a5 31.0F

31.@cl EcS 32.¢3 Ec5 33.cF [I¢c6 34.EdSt
@F 35.EcS @e7 36.cd4 @d7 37.1gS Ixe5
3S.Exg6 [1d5=

31.<g7 32.@cl 0Oh8 33.0F 0Oh4
34.cxebt ixe6 3S.0xe6 gS 36.@d2 Ued=

0243) 21.cF axF 22.exF \cS!

T isis Vigorito's suggestion and | agree it is the
most accurate. We put some pressure along the

5th rank and prepare to get some counterplay
on the c-fle. Te move has only been played
once in over-the-board chess, but | believe it is
an important defensive resource.

Te fnal split of the chapter sees WWite
choose between 02431) 23.Fg4 or 02342)
23.\xhS.

D2431) 23.Fg4

T is was Yakovich's suggested way of attacking.

0 2
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23...hxg4d 24..h6 0Oc8 2S.hhg7 @xg7
26.0h1 \e3!
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Tis looks hairy but without dark-squared
bishops, Black's king can actually be fairly safe
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ifit's forced forwards via f6-g5-#. T e g-pawn
promises decent counterplay while, with
limited material, VVite struggles to create
any mating nets. T e e5-knight keeps Black's
position together.

27.Wh7t

27.% h4'N
Yakovich's suggested novelty. Black's easiest
is:

27..7d2
Hitting the bishop and threatening a mate
of our own.
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2B. jed
2B.f6t!? exf6 29.Wh7t WB 30.WhBt We7
31.WxcB Wxd5 WVite has picked up the
exchange but Black has far too many pawns
and a monster knight on e5 holding the
position together, so White still needs to take
the draw with 32.Wc7t We6 33.WcBt We7=.

2B..Wf4
White doesn't have more than a draw, e.g.

29.Wh7t
29.a3 0OgB! We're now threatening to run
our King to safety on the queenside and so
30.Wxe7 is forced. 30...Wxe4 31.Wg5t 0196
32.whét Of6 33.Fg6 Oxg6 will likely be
another perpetual.

29..016 30.0h6t CIg5 31.0h5t
31.Wg7t? 196 suddenly leaves White in a
lot oftrouble.

31..016 32.a3 Wxe4 33.Wh6t 01 g6=

27..cF28. M’
Tis is how a few correspondence and
computer games have run.
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28.wd!

Again thisis agoodwayto create counterplay.
Even without the VV-pawn, Black has sufcient
resources to keep equality.

29.0b3

29.a3 was tried in a recent computer game,
butwith 29... Wxc2t 30.Wal Oc3! Black created
perpetual threats of his own. T e rest of the
game is of course accurate but also interesting:
31.WhBt Wxf5 32.ja2 0d3 33.WfBt We4
34 bl We2 35Wxe7 Of3 36.0gl 0Od4
37.Wh4 W12 3B.Wh1t We2 39.0g2 g3 40.Wa2
O0dl 41.0xf2t gxf2 42.We4t Wd2 White kept
checking for another ten moves before the
draw was agreed in don52 - mercure, engine
game 2014.

29...h4!

Forcing White to make a concession on the
queenside if he wants to create some luft for
his king.

30.a41?

White gave up winning chances immediately
with 30.0h6t Og5 31.0h5t W16 in Albano
Rivares - Gonzalez Barcina, email 2011,
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30...bxa3 3lbxa Eb8! 32.Eh6t [g5
33.Eh5t OF 34.ga a5 35.Eh6t gg5
36.Eh2 wdl 37.wWhe6t gx¥ 38.Ed2 Wgl
39.Ee2 Exb3 40.ch3 Wa7

And here Pascual Perez — Ortiz, email 2009,
was agreed drawn. T ese lines are of course
sharp and | can see you feeling uneasy about
the king running around the centre of the
board. However, we know there's no mate
there as long as we're accurate, and Black has
decent counter-chances of his own.

D2432) 23.Wxh5 Ec8
24.c3 gxf3 25. i xe7 F!

It's important to use all the resources in the
position.

—_ N W A, NN

26.102

Or 26.f6 " xd5 27.Exd5 fl="128.1dl 13
29. " xf3 which was drawn here in Vera Ruiz -
Serrano Salvador, corr. 2008.

26...We3

26..b4’N  looks like an interesting
alternative: 27.1xd6 (27.6?? bxc3 and the
engine informs me it's mate in 10) 27...7 b5
28.1xb4 1 c4 We have sacrifced two pawns to
open up lines towards White's king. Coupled
with the advanced f-pawn | think Black has
much the better practical chances. T e engine
thinks White should defend with:

EaL S B -V, R« N B o]

a b e

29.7¢g5! a5 30.a4! "b6 31.1d3 =6 32. " xf6

e f g h

Oxfé 33.0d6 Bxd6 34.1xd6 g7 Tis
endgame should be a draw but White still
needs to be a bit careful as the f2-pawn remains
dangerous.

27.Ehl

27.16!"N Oh6 28.0xd6 looks likely to reach
a drawn endgame after 28...1d8 29.00xe5
Ixdlt 30."xdl "xe5 31."f3 "e3 32."xe3
Oxe3=.

27... FWt! 28 ExF?
Tis was a big mistake for a correspondence
game, even in the pre-computer era.

Instead White had to play the unnatural-
looking 28.0xfl! when the game would end
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in repetition afer; 28..."elt 29.<c2 "e4t
30.<cl Telt= Kuerten - Lovakovic, email
2000.

X K ik
% % A

/%////% ,,,,, A7

sy,
7

.

: b

28...1c4!-+

Suddenly all of Black's pieces are attacking
and White has no defence. T e game ended
abruptly after;

29.1g5Wd3t 30.ccl txb2 31.F [c3t
0-1 Shorokov - Pillhock, corr. 5d
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14.g4

Vaiation Index

ledc52. €0 d63.d4 cdd4.txd4d €F5€tc3gb66..e3 .g77.00-08."dl tc6
9..c4 _d7 10.0-0-00c8 11..b3 €te512.h4 h5 13._g5 Oc5! 14.g4

14..hg4

A) 15, . xF 50
B) 15.h5 £xh5 51
B1) 16.0xh5? 52
B2) 16.f4 52
B3) 16.0dgl 53
B4) 16.td5 Je8 54
B41) 17.Fg4 55

B42) 17.0xh5 35 18." h2 Oxd5! 19. . xd5
" b6 20.%xh5e6 21._ b3 gxf3 56
B421) 22._h6 56
B422) 22._e3 57
B43) 17.14 tc4 59
B431) 18.%e2 59
B432) 18.7 F 59
B433) 18.7d3 60
C) 15.14 €c4 60
Cl) 16._xc4 61
C2) 16.7d3 b5 62
C21) 17.h5 62
C22) 17..>< .xF 18.e5 deb5 19.tdxb5 txb2! 63
C221) 20. " xg6t? 64
C222) 20.<xb2 65
C23) 17.£ 66
C3) 16.%e2 ta5! 17.e5 txb3t 18.txb3 0Oxc3! 19.bxc3 - c6 67
C31) 20.exF 68
C32) 20.0hF te4 69
C321)21.%c4 69

C322) 21." xg4 70
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ledc52_F d6 3.d4 cd4 4.txd4 I F
5.0c3 g 6.1e3 1g7 7.F 0-0 8.0d2 tcb
9.1c4 1d7 10.0-0-0 gc8 11.1b3 Me5
12.h4 h5 13.19g5 gcb 14.g4

Traditionally this was the main line, but
Black fgured out how to defend so White
players have switched to 14.Wb! in their bid
for an advantage. Te themes of both are
similar but theory has decided it's in White's
favour to include mb! and ...b5.

%
o
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N W A, W NN
§ A § X
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14...hg4

KL 2kAs
¢% /7,////%?,,,4/
= A %
> /4// i
wae 7
a b c¢c d e f
We will examine A) 15. m and B) 15.h5
before moving on to the main line C) 15.14.

15.Edgll?
We always need to pay attention to moves
that put all of White's pieces pointing at our
king. Here | think the most accurate defence
is:
15...gxf3 16.0xf6
If White tries to smash through immediately
with 16.h5 we have 16..f2! 17.Wxf2 tegd
1S.Wd2 Exg5! 19.h6 (19.Wxg5 0Oh6 exploits
the location of White's king) 19...Ecb
20.hxg7 mxg7+.
16...0xf6 17.h5N
17.€xf3 e6+ was seen in Maassen - Pillhock,
corr. 1990. White's position continued to
deteriorate and Black won a short time later.

— N W A N3

a b e d

17...g5! IS.Exg5t Oxg5 19.Wxg5t mh7
T is may look scary but White can't bring
any more of his pieces into the attack, for
example:
20.€f5 Oxf5 21 Wxht
23.Whét
23 Wxf2 e6+
23..mgS 24.Wg5t Wh7 25 Wit Wh8

e f g h

WhS 22.W# 12!

A)15. = 1xF 16.h5

16.f4 tcd will simply transpose back into the
main lines examined via the 15.f4 move order.
For 17.Wd3 b5 see variation C22 on page 63.
17 We2 ta5 transposes to the note on 17.0xf6
in variation C3 on page 67. 17.0xc4 Exc4
transposes to the note on 17.0xf6 in variation
Cl on page 61.

N W A, U &N N
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We've already seen this idea o fclosing up the
kingside in a similar position with Obl and
...b5 included - see page 32.

17.01d5

17.f47 is much worse as the king is
precariously placed on cl: 17...gxf4 18.00xf4?
(18.€d5 occurred in Banos - Ji. Houska,
Czech Republic 2005, and now 18...00g5N
is simplest.) 18..€d3t! 19.Exd3 Og5 Black
picked up the queen in Niessen - Wellner,

Porz 1989.

17.Fg4 Now the pawn storm on the queenside
is a bit slower as we've not yet played ...b5,
so | think the easiest is 17...0a5 (17...0xg4
grabbing the g-pawn is also okay) 18. € as
in C. Halasz - Pal, Hungary 1997. Now an
improvement is:

a b e d e f g h

18...0xf5N 19.9xf5 tc4 20.0xc4 Excd+

17...gxf3

Tis still looks strong, even without the
inclusion of the queenside moves.

18.1><t
18.Edfl e6 19.txfot [Ixf6+ Fiensch - Raty,
corr. 1986.

18.Ehgl Oh7! 19.txfét exf6 20.00e3 was
Gaida - Maliszewski, Poland 1991. Here
there was no reason to jettison the F-pawn so
20...g4N should have been played.

18...e>< 19.EdF

19.€xf3 €xf3 20.0xd6 Ec7 21.Ehfl g4
and White hadn't got anywhere in Mularczyk
- Raty, corr. 1986.

,,,,,,,,,,
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C

19...0g4"? 20Jhgl
22.1bl Eh8

We have been following Chalupa - Novy,
Czech Republic 2001. Black is two pawns up
and h5 is dropping, while his king is perfectly
safe.

Od7 21.0e3 #g7

B) 15.h5

Tis is White's other main try, playing in
exactly the same manner as after 14. " bl b5.
I'lltry to fag up the diferences between them.

y @%

/

E
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15... - xh5

As mentioned above, this split is almost
identical to that on page 38 in Chapter 1:
Bl) 16.Exh5? B2) 16.14?!, B3) 16.Edgl and
B4) 16. . d5.

16..h6 e6! 17.0dg!l was Sasirekha - A. Gara,
Szeged 1994, Here we should play 17... €xf3!N
18. I xf3 gxf3 19..xg7 <xg7 20.1xd6 Eg5
21.Ed!1 2 with a big advantage.

Bl) 16.Exh5?

Sacrifcing the exchange before playing f3-f4 is
nearly always a mistake.

16..g517..d5
17.2h27 allows 17...€£d3t or 17...EXc3N,
both of which are decisive.

17.Eh1 was tried in Kiltti - Hallenberg, Espoo
1997, but White doesn't get anywhere after:

—_ N w b~ 0 O N

a b e d e f g h
17...gxBN 18.Exh5 (8. _h6 e6) 18...1a5-+

17.f4 tries to recti White's previous error
but now Black can instead play 17...c6N.
Remember, exchanging pieces is agood way to
defuse White's attack.

T e text was played against a young Shirov. He
continued with the thematic:

a b c d e f

17...Exd5 18. _xd5 gxf3

T ere's also nothing wrong with copying our
previous treatment: 18...€xf3 19.€xf3 gxf3 In
Strowsky - Helstrofer, Cannes 2000, White
tried 20.e5 (20. - h6N e5! is the important idea
to remember) but after 20....g4! Black was
just winning.
19.1F _xF 20exF =d7 21."f4 Ec8
22.0bl " b5-+

Rios Parra - Shirov, Tunja 1989,

B2) 16.f4%

—_— N W A L N

As in the 14.<b! variation, this is a fawed
plan.
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16...0c4 17.00e2

White's idea behind placing the queen on
e2 is that he can play #-f5 without allowing
... 1e5 to gain a tempo.

17.00d3 gives us the option of transposing
to 15.f4 with 17...b5, or copying Vigorito's
suggestion in a similar position:;

—_ N W A N9

a b e d e f g h

17..3xg5!? 18.Fg5 Be5 Black went on to win
in Yanging Yang - Ziji Zhang, Zhongshan
2014.

17.0xc4 Exc4 18.0de2 TTere's very litde
positive one can say about White's position.
He has sacrifced two pawns and given up his
light-squared bishop and what he has received
in return is nebulous. 18... = a5! looks excellent
for Black, for example; 19.00xe7 Efc8 20.15

L " I~ V) o SN B o)

20...Exc3! 21.€txc3 Exc3 22.00bl Oa4 23.Ecl
[(Ob4 24.f6 txf6 25.0xd6 (Or 25.00xc3 [xc3

26.bxc3 txe4 and despite White's extra
two rooks he is completely lost.) 25..txe4
26.0xb4 €xd2t 27.0al Exc2 28.Exc2 Oxc2
29.0xd2 Oe4-+ Guizar - Schartner, corr
2001.

As mentioned in the above note to 17.00d3,
Vigorito suggests:

—_ N W e NN

17...0xg5!?
17..€a5"”N, playing like Ivanchuk did in
the main line, also looks interesting.

18.Fg5 Oeb

At the cost of an exchange, Black has a
beautiful outpost for his knight. Te only
game to reach this position didn't last long.

19.0xh5?! 5 20.00h2 g3
0-1 Kaiumov - Serper, Soviet Union 1986.

B3) 16.0dgl

Tis rare idea has only been played once, in
Bordas - S. Farago, Budapest 1990, but again
it needs to be taken seriously. I think we can
try to play in the same manner as with [Obl
and ...b5 inserted.
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16...€c4’N
16..Wb6!’N 17.1h6 a6 18.1e3°

17. — c4 gxc4 18.Fg4

18. €17 doesn't really achieve anything, as
18... ixf5 19.exf5 #xc3 20.bxc3 Wab leaves
White's king too exposed.

18...gxd4 19.00e3
Now | like:

[ " I UV I~ U, e NN B <]

19...€ ¥ 20.0xd4
Taking the rook is automatic but Black now
gets strong coumerplay.

20.1h6!? £txg4 21.Exg4 wxg4 22.1xg7 Oxg7
23.Whét (23.Wxd4t fo+) 23..0f6 24.Wh4t
[0g7=is just a draw.

20.Wh3!? Ee8 21.1h6 ixg4 22.Exg4 txgd
23.1xg7 Oxg7 24 Whit 0Of6 25.Wh4t Og7=
is another perpetual.

20.uxf6 uxf6 21.Wh6 looks dangerous but
afer 21...Ee8 White can't get any further.

20...Wab5 21.00d2
21.€d5 txd5 22 Wxd5 Wa4[

— N W A KN

21...9c8”?
Te immediate 21...
considered.

txe4 should also be

22.1h6

22.e5 txg4 23. i xe7 Wxe5 24.1xd6 Wd4=
22..txed 23.txed [Oxa2 24.c3 Oalt
25.@c2 a4t

Black has at least a draw as 26.001d3?! d5! is
extremely dangerous.

B4) 16.€d5 ge8

16...Exd5!? is also possible immediately, but
it makes sense to play in the same manner as
we do after 14.00bl so we're less likely to get
confused.
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White's options again have a familiar feel:
B41) 17.Fg4,B42) 17. 3 h5and B43) 17.14.

As usual 17.0h6? should be met with
17...e6!+,

17.€M? was tried in a couple of games but
the forcing 17...0xf5! 18.exf5 €xf3 19.We3
txg5 20.Wxg5 (or 20.Fg6 e6! 21.gxFt txF
22.0xh5 exd5-+ Gibis - Gschwendtner,
Germany 1994) 20...e6 is good for Black,
Foukal - Nowv, Katovy 2004.

17. €147 Wab! Black's position was already
pleasant but here White panicked and after
18.€txg6? Wxd2t 19.0xd2 €xg6 20.0xh5 €
21.0xf4 Oxh5 Black was completely winning
in Correa - Petrova, Chotowa 2010.

B41) 17.Fgd

Tis move is extremely rare. In fact the only
game | could fnd to reach this position was
agreed drawn immediately after Black's reply.
However, the move is the engine's top choice
and so should be checked. Play might proceed
as follows:

17... ixg4
14-14 Frolov - Kahn, Budapest 1996.

17... €N is also worth considering.

— N W A KA N

a b ¢c d e f g h

18.0dgIN [0d7 19.1h6 §h8

19...e6 also looks fne: 20.0xg7 <xg7
21.€te3 0f3 22.kef5t (22.0h3 Oxed 23.0xh5
td3t 24.<bl Oxh5 25.cxd3 Oc6o) 22...exf5
23.txfHBt <g8 24 Wh6 Oxhl 25.0xg6t €t xgb
26.Wxg6t mf8 27.Wh6t <g8=

20.0h4

20.te3 tf6 21.txgd4 texgd 22.0h4 db!
23.exd5 Exd5! 24.0xd5 Wxd5 25.€b3 €txh6
26.Wxh6 Og7+

— N W A BN

a b c d e f g h

20...e6 21.
23.0xg4C

-c3 h5 22.0hxgd .xg4
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B42) 17.Jxh5

Tis is White's other critical try but it's been
defanged.

8
7
6
5 %
4
3
2
1

a b c d e f

17..gxh5 18.Wh2 Exd5! 19.8xd5 b6
20.%xh5

Of course 20. 01?7 doesn't work here as
b2 is undefended - a key diference between
this position and 14.cbl. T ere the b5-pawn
would block Black's pressure on b2,

20...e621. . b3 gxf3
Now White has two main choices: B421)
22._h6 and B422) 22. _e3.

22. 1 xf37'N Tis was my main line in the
14.<bl variation bur here White gets into
trouble after:

(ST \S T VI U N N e ]

22..1c5! Te big diference is that White
cannot move his bishop from g5 due to
... 1d3t picking up the queen.

B421) 22..h6

—_— N W A NN
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22..FIN

I think this is a strong move. Dealing with
the pawn costs White a few tempos and allows
Black to get organized.

23._xg7

23.7 g5 01d3t! 24.cxd3 = xd4+
23.1e3 ab! Pointing out that the b3-bishop
is short of squares. 24.2hl (24.01f5 Ta6!
25. 0 g7 fl="-+;, or 24.a4 Wxad! 25 1xas
Bcd 26.1b5 B xe3 27.1xe8 "c7+)

a b e d e f g

24, = d8 Black gets time to bring the queen to
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16, slowing down White's efort to win the f2-  22..WdS

pawn. 25.0xf2? W6 followed by 26...a4 wins In practice Black has always dropped the
a piece. queen back to here. T e idea is to bring the
queen to 6 to help support the king and
23.. - kg7 24.Ve2 Jh8 create threats along the long diagonal.
24...0c6"? 23. 1 xf3

Tis is WVite's best. He manages to restore
material parity but he'll still sufer a little in
the endgame.

a) 23.0g5? Wa5! T e bishop on g5 is caught
in an awkward pin. 24 Wh4? (24.cbl Oc6N
25.0xc6 bxcé 26.0h6 [OOxh6 27.Wxh6
Wc5+) 24...0g6 25.Wh5 f2-+ Farooqui -
Sosonko, Malta (ol) 19S0.

b) 23.c3?” Wf6! WVite now regrets not
having taken that pawn on 13 as it's not so
easy to round up. 24.0c2 Wg6 25.Wh4 Wg4
26 Wh2 Wg2 27.Wf4 Wg4 2SWh2 Wg2
29.Wf4 1 g4-+ Kaakinen - Froeberg, corr.
1991.

N W A LW & 9

25.VV>< Oh6i
Te took gives Black's king good protection 8
while Black still has an extra pawn. 7 Va
6
B422) 22.1e3 5
4
| . K ;
2 s 23... 1 xF 24 WxT3 W6 25.Wxf6 Oxfo
4 //%% "/,,,,,,5%,,// / Vigorito gives the following reference:
3 %i% y/ﬁ./; ) 26.0f Oc6 27.0glt <fS 2S.0xd6t Oe7
%87, 7 29.0f4
2| Q4%
&/&;W&///%% //% % Tis was apparently drawn in Marton
1 % %Q%z/é 7 Bardocz - Grima, corr. 2004, although |
a b c d e f g h can't fnd the game. Black can continue here
with:
22...\Va5!"N 29 [c5

T iswas oFered as an alternative by Vigorito
and still doesn't appear to have been tried. It
looks perfectly playable to me and I've added
some possible variations.

Black has a small edge thanks to the better
bishops and the vulnerable e4-pawn, although
White should be able to hold the draw.
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23.Ehl

23.0bl €tc4! 24 _ xf3 £xe3 25.Wxe3 O3
26.c3 OeT+ Black's king is safe and he can
now try to utilize his extra pawn.

23.Wh3 [Oc6!? 24 .t xc6 bxc6 25.Wg3 I8+

23.1gl?”? €d3t Tis is of course the point
behind putting the queen on a5.

23...[0c6

Te following line is long and so almost
certainly contains a faw somewhere, but atany
rate the position seems easier for Black. White
struggles to create any meaningful threats
whilst at the same time preventing Black from
mating on el and stopping the F-pawn from
causing trouble.

— N W AR KNI

a b ¢ d e
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24." h7t &8 25.Egl 19626.1F!
White's best practical try.

26.€£xF Oxed+ or 26.0h6? Web-+,

26...e>< 27.0d4
27.0xF? Web-+

—_= N W A NN 0

27..Ee5!28. = ! F29. W Exe430." g8t
30.Wxg6? We5-+

30.1xg6?? Yelt 31.0xel Wxel#
30...7e7 31.%xg7

31.0xg6 Oxb2t! 32.0xb2 We5t 33.0cl
Wit 34.00b2 b4t 35.0c3 Wxf2-+

31...™e5 32.Exgb6
32.Wxg67 Wt

— N W A LN 9

a b c d e f

32..Eelt 33.7d2 Ee2t 34.7dl =xg7
35.0h4t! ™ x¥F 36.Exg7t = xg7 37. " xe2
White should hold the ending.
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B43) 17.f4

T is used to be White's idea but, like 17.1xh5,
once Black had had time to study the variation
it was discovered to be harmless and is now
very rare.

7 WE
,,,,, 1 %14
_ ,,,,;&; % %
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17..tc4

Now White needs to decide where to put
his queen: B431) 18 _ 82, B432) 18 _ £ or
B433) 18.00d3.

B431) 18.00e2 N aS!?

I have a soft spot for this move. Black
immediately gets rid of the b3-bishop after
which White's attack is much less potent.

19.F

19.1e3 €txb3t 20.€xb3 Ixd5! 21.exdb
1b6 T e exchanges favour Black - even when
the exchange down - as he has two good pawns,
f4 is vulnerable and White's minor pieces are
inefectual. White tried to keep the queens
on the board, but after 22.1el Of5 23.1d2
1¢c8 Black was obviously the one attacking in
Abesa - Gonzaga Grego, email 2010.

19...txb3t 20.ab3
20.txb3 Ixd5' 21.'xd5 €g3 22.1h2
txh1-+ Bartakke - Mari Arul, Chennai 2006.

20...0aS21.@bl -hdS

We've seen this motifenough times now that
| don't feel we need yet another exclamation
mark.

22.exdS [OxdS 23.00xg4 uxd4 24.00xd4
[Oxd4 2S)0xd4 €93 26J0h3

T e game ends here claiming a White win.
Either Black forgot to send his reply back
or there was an input error, as Black is just
winning, Guizar - John, corr. 1997.

B432) 18.00£

| suggest we play in the same sryle here too.
However, as White's last didn't hit the knight
we can take advantage ofa more accurate move
order:

—_ N W A L N

18...1xdS!
Tis hasn't been played in over-the-board
chess but has scored well in correspondence.

19.exdS B aS 20.F

White's only aggressive option, as otherwise
the g5-bishop is likely to be trapped for the
rest ofthe game.

20...txb3t 21.txb3
21.axb3 da5 22.<bl!
Cardelli, corr. 1997.

1xd5+ Eiben -
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21... ! 22]"hh5 ¢3! 23.0xg3

23.W13 WcS! is Black's cunning idea, which
both defends f5 and threatens mate on c2, so
Black can pick up the rook for free.

N W K QN 9

23...gh5 24.1h6 §g6+
Black won several moves later in Hempel -
Noeth, email 2010.

B433) 18.01d3

White's queen is more active here but the
downside is that afer #-f5 we'll be able to
return our knight to e5 with tempo. T erefore
it makes less sense to put the knight on a5 now.

itr
Adr

Y V ’/// Y, V
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18...0c8!

A rare move, but it appears to be promising
for Black.

19J0xh5

Or 19.f5 Exd5!. We want to block in the
bishop on b3. 20.exd5 te5 Now White has no
pressure on F. 21.We2 Xxf5 H. Koch - Goy,
email 2007. White's attack has disappeared
and the three pawns are far too much for the
exchange.

19.txe7t is probably the reason IS...WcS is
so rare but as Vigorito points out 19...Exe7
20.Xxe7 txf is good for Black, although
after 21.Wfl I'd prefer 21...th5 followed by
...WeS.

19...gh5 20.0xe7t Exe7 21.ixe7 We8

After White drops back his bishop we can
play either 22...b5 or 22...€a5, both of which
leave Black with a clear extra pawn.

C) 15.f4

T e main line. White pushes the knight away

from the centre.
K4 024

e

//é/ .
s\
7., B,
Z 7

8
7
6
5
4
3
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15...0c4
White's options are Cl) 16.Exc4, C2)
16.0d3 and C3) 16.00e2.
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Cl) 16.ixc4 Oxc4

Here Black has had to recapture with the rook
but White still isn't in time to create any major
threats.

17.e5
17.%e2% Oxc3! 18.bxc3 a5 is promising
for Black.

17.0xf6
White is not in time to crash through.

17...uxf6 18.e5
18.d5?worked well in Lazic - Mladenovic,
Paracin 2009, but only because Black didn't
play 18...ixd4N. Why not take the piece?
Black is winning: 19.b3 (19.%d3 axb2t!?
20.cxb2 1b5) 19...e6 20.bxc4 uc5! White's
king is wide open.

18...dxe5 19.Fe5 ixe5 20.tde2
Tis was Pepino - Faraoni, Asti 1998, and
now | like:

—_ N W A N9
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20... 97N 21.h5 e6 22.hxgé g6 23.7 h6
“e724."xg6t T g7+

17...chb
By blocking the h-fle, White's attacking
chances are lessened.

Black has another interesting choice: 17...b5!?
Ignoring the kingside has worked well in
practice. 18.€tdxb5 ixb5 19.€xb5 (19.exf6
exf6 20.txb5 Fg5 21.hxg5 " b6 22. " h2 0fc8

23.€c3 :bh8 24."h7t cf8 25.00d2 ~xb2
0-1 Froehling - Reschke, Wieshaden 1992)
19..€e4 20.7d5 "c8 21.€a3? b4 22. i xe7
= 15! 23. - hfl Rada- Lanz Calavia, corr. 1998.
Miter 23...2¢c8N White is unable to deal with
all the threats.
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dd 222%
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18.Wd3

18.td5 f6 simply picked up a piece in
V. Rodriguez - Granara Barreto, Montevideo
1999: 19.exd6 exd6-+

18.exd6N can be met with either 18... " b6
19.dxe7 :e8 20.tde2 uf5+ or 18.16
19.%e2 :-xd4 20.dxe7 zxdlt 21.zxdl “c8
22.exf8="1t i xf8+.

—_ NN W e, AN
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18...0xd4
18... c8!’N is also good for Black.

19.Wxd4 uc6

White's position doesn't look so bad but his
main problem is the trapped bishop on g5.
Should he move the f-pawn to try and extricate
it, then the g7-bishop will become extremely
powerful.

20.0hel

20.td5 f6! 21.% c4 ch8 22.5 Fg5 23.Fg6
:T4! 24 €xf4 gxf4+ was Mueller — Marhun,
corr. 1988. Black's minor pieces dominate the
board.
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20...f6

Black picks up the g5-bishop with a decisive
material advantage.

C2) 16.Wd3

Tis is the more logical square for the queen
but is actually rarer than 16. = e2. | believe this
is because White wants to continue with f4-f5
and doesn't want to allow Black to gain time
with ... €e5.

N W A W &N 9

16...bS
WVite's main tries here are C21) 17.hS?!,
C22) 17.0>< and C23) 17.F.

17.tdxb5? allows a tactic you will see
frequently in similar positions:

LA NV B = W e =}
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17..txb2! 1B." xb2 txed4 19.%"xed4 [xbb
20.104 Oc6 21.€d5 Oxd5 22.0xd5 =a5
Black had a winning attack in Bendana
Guerrero - Isaev, corr. 19BB.

17.<bl would in fact transpose to variation
O1! of Chapter 1 - see the note on 17.%d3 on
page 37.

17.e5
T is doesn't have any independent merit if
Black replies with:

17...dxe5
17...cB!? is an interesting independent
option for Black.
White should now transpose.

1B.0Oxf6
Instead 1B.€tdxb5? is a big mistake.
Whenever White plays this, clearing the
long diagonal, you should check whether
1B...€xb2! works. Here it does. 19.<xb2
e4 20.7d2 "b6! 21.€d4 1fcB 22.€ce2 a5
Black's attack was breaking through in Atri
Sangari — Vescovi, Moscow (ol) 1994.

1B...0Oxf6
See variation C22 below.

C21) 17.hS?
T is still doesn't work.

17...txhS 18.tdS

1B.? might look dangerous but Black has a
trick: 1B...0xd4! 19.% xd4 e5 20.0xdB exd4-+
A useful resource and well worth remembering.
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18.e5 dxeb5!? Tis liquidates into a pleasant
endgame. (My engine tells me Black is winning
after 18...0b6N but the positions are more
complex.) 19.€dxb5 Jucker — Schendel, corr.
1989. Here both Dearing and Vigorito point
out a strong continuation for Black:
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19..exfd! 20.0xc4 1xgb 21.0xd7 Oxd7
22.1xd7 13 T e pawns overwhelm White.

T W e
7 7
B gy

18...F!
White's pieces start to get pushed back and
any attempts at sacrifcing fail emphatically

19..h4

No better is 19.€e3 Fgd 20.€txc4 bxcd
21.0xc4t d5!22.0xd5t 1xd5 23.exd5 €xf4-+
Jakirlic - Sirota, Melbourne 1998, or 19.e5
1xd5 20.00xg6 [1e8 21.00e4 1xd4 22.1xd4
Tg5-+ Zyla— B. Grabarczyk, Warsaw 1990.

19...6 20.€e3 >4

T is position has been reached in asurprising
number of correspondence games but Black
should just be winning — we have three extra
pawns aFer all.

e22) 17.1><
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As is ofen the case when White trades ofF
this bishop, he runs into trouble along the long
diagona.

17...1>< 18.e5 de5 19.0db5

19.tde2 exf4 20.€£xf4 (20.00xd7 is analysed
by Dearing: 20..0xd7 21.1xd7 13 22.€g3
Oe5 23.tge4 Here I'd prefer 23...0f4t [over
his 23...93] 24.Wbl 1e5-+.) T e text occurred
in Musil - Ji. Houska, Olomouc 2006, and
now best is:

K P V—A
23
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20..7c7N 21.01fd5 Exd5 22.0xd5 jxblt
23." bl We5-+
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19...txb2!
Black conjures up a ferce attack coupled
with two strong connected passed pawns.

Now we should examine C221) 20.0xgt?
before the more critical C222) 20. = xb2,

Dearing also points out that 20.Wxd7? B xdl!
wins material.

C221) 20.O0xgt?
Taking a pawn in front of your opponent's

king with check is ofcourse tempting, but here
it just leaves WVite's pieces too loose.

e S I RV, B = N B ]

20...0g7

White can't get any further on the kingside
and he now has the impossible task of
defending against Black's initiative.

2U1{xb2
21.0e4

_ N W A N9

21..Exc2t/N was pointed out by Golubev.
(21..Ec4 was played in Diani - Casas,
email 2011, and also worked well.) His line
continues 22.<xc2 BIxdl 23.Exdl Wc8t
24.<bl jfH-+.

21.h5 Wh8! is given In various sources as
winning for Black.

21..exf4 22.@bl

22.1d4 Wa5 23.Ed3 Exc3! 24.Exc3 Whb4!
25.Edl Wxb3t 26.axb3 Fg6 Again Black’s
pawn phalanx is too strong and White is still
rather tangled on the long diagonal.

22.<cl Wc8 23 0xa7 was Lavrentyev -
Efremov, corr. 1996.
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23. _aSIN  24.0e4 (243hd7 “xhlt)
24...0f5 25.% b6 Oxed 26. " xc5 Oxhl-+

— N W e, N9
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22..YaS 23lhd7 [Oxc3 24.Yxg4 YxbS
2S.0dS Oxb3t 26.ab3 YxdS 27.0gl YeS
0-1 Delanoy - Moingt, Belgium 1993.

C222) 20. " xb2 ext4

a b c d e f

21." cl!

It looks strange to choose cl over b1 but now
the white king is closer to Black's connected
passed pawns, which is important in the
endgame.

21.%xg6t Og7 simply transposes to variation
e221 above.

21."bl e6 22."xd7 =xd7 233hd7 Oxc3
is another unpleasant endgame. Despite the
extra piece the endgames are generally hopeless
for Wite.

21...e6
Blocking the a2-gS diagonal and so indirectly
defending g6.

21..7g7
Tis is recommended by both Dearing and
Vigorito.
22."xd7 " xd7 23.Ehd7 Oxc3 24. 1 xc3 0xc3
25.0xe7
25.7d2 Oe3 26.0el Oxel was agreed drawn
in A. Lopez —A. Peters, email 2004,
25..0e3
T is is assessed as a clear advantage for Black
by Dearing, probably based on the game
Bernard - Habermehl, corr. 1992, which
continued 26.0xa7? 3 27.Wd2 Oe2t 2S.Wd3
g3 and the pawns were again too strong.
Instead White has to play:

- N W e U N

a b e d e f (o] h

26.0xe3N Fe3 27.7dl 5 2S."e2 4 29.0d5
White has good drawing chances.

22.Yxd7

One point of Black's previous move is that
22. 01 e4N can now be met with 22...0xb5! as
the queen is defended. Following 23.=xdS
OxdS 24. 1 xc5 WVite has an extra rook, but
the pawns are still too strong after 24...93.
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22..Yxd7 233hd7 .bc3 24.cxc3 1hc3

O RE 3
87 8 /% /%,
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T ere has been quite a bit ofcorrespondence
action in this position with Black scoring +5
=2 -0. Obviously it is a very difFcult position
to defend.

— N W A NN

C23) 17.£

Black again has many good options but the
most straightforward is:

E<(T =7

/
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18...Yc8

Black puts pressure on the f5-pawn and
leaves the option of .. te5 whenever it's
convenient.

19;0d

19.Ehfl €e5 20.We3 Exc3!? (20...a5"N
might be even stronger) 21 Wxc3 Wxc3
22.bxc3 Ec8 leaves Black in a pleasant
queenless middlegame.

19.0xf6 Oxfé 20.ted (20.EdgIN <h8=
defends comfortably as 21.Exg4 allows
21..€eb) 20...0xd4 21 Wxd4 Exf5+ Gonzalez
Gil - Flor Trejo, email 2003.

19...ceb 20.Ye3

—_ N W A L NN

20...a5N
20...Exc3!? may also be considered.

It's important to check the following line;

21.0>
21.h5 <h7!

21....xF 22.ce4ad423.Yh6 ah3 24.cg5
It is looking rather scary for Black, but he is
able to keep everything under control;
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24..)hc2t 2S. = dl Ed8-+
C3) 16)We2

| spent a lot of time here because all the main
options seem to be doing well for Black. In the
end | decided to follow Ivanchuk, whose move
doesn't allow White even equality.

16... 1 asS!

Ivanchuk’s brainchild. It may seem strange
to move the knight again but Black is getting
ready to trade on b3 and sacrifce on c3.

= " I VS B - N B e SN Be o)

17.eS

In practical games this has been played
almost exclusively. It makes sense for White to
try and exploit our loss of control of the e5-

square but, as usual in this structure, Black can
simply ignore the threat to the knight.

175 Bxb3t 1B.Bxb3 (IB.axb3 was tested
in Farkas - Yaroshenko, corr. 2005. Here
I'd play 1B..\a5N with the idea 19.% bl
\a6+. If White doesn't acquiesce to the
queen trade he'll run into trouble on the
a-fle.) 1B...1xc3 19.bxc3 gxf5+ We've reached
another position that has been seen in quite
a few correspondence games and again Black
is scoring well. White has the more vulnerable
king and Black's bishop pair is useful.

17.0xf6 Oxf6 1B.\d3 (1B.td5 e5! 19.txf6t
\xf6 20.Fe5 dxe5-+ Burridge - Ben Fredj,
email 2012) 1B..€txb3t 19.€txb3 1xc3??
(19...1h5N might be even stronger) 20.bxc3
N\c7 21.h5 \xc3+ Wernikiewicz - Berza,
email 2006.

17.\e3 doesn't change much: 17..txb3t
1B.£xb3 (IB.axb3\a5 19. " bl 1fcB 20.tde2
1Bc6 gave Black a winning attack in Peng -
Me, Calgary 2009) 1B...1xc3 19.bxc3 £h7+

17.1d3 as played in T. Meier - Haas,
Wouerttemberg 2004, attempts to cut oF our
plan but it doesn't help:

—_ N W A NN
S8y,

17..€xb3tN 1B.€txb3 1xc3! 19.1xc3 thb
20.1e3 \b6+ We still threaten ...f6, and
21.0xe7 1eB 22.0¢g5 16 doesn't help.
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17...0xb3t 18. I xb3 1! 19.bxc3 Oc6

For the price of the exchange Black has one
pawn, a safe king and good attacking chances.
Meanwhile WWVite's structure has been
compromised and the bishop is still totally
dead on g5. Black can actually win back the
exchange by force here too.

19...WcS!? is a good alternative plan.

—_ N W A KN 0
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Now C31) 20.« is rarely played, while
C32) 20/0hF is more common.

20.exd6 has only occurred in one over-the-
board game. 20..exd6 21.:hfl Tat game
continued 21..WcS, which worked well in
Pogonina — I. Korobov, Nizhnij Novgorod
1999, Instead 21..WeS!? is suggested by
Dearing, giving Black a good ending afer
22.WxeS :-xeS 23.:xd6? ted; and 21...2eSN
looks even stronger.

Perhaps White should try 20.0xf6N but
20...0xh1 21.:xh! exf6 22.e6 We? 23.Wxg4
5!+ is excellent for Black.

C31) 20.exF exF

As | wrote earlier, this trade is dangerous for
White as the dormant g?-bishop comes to life.

21.0nF

21 Wxg4 Oxhl 22.:xh1 Fg5 23.hxg5 -e8+
Vigorito suggests this is how White should
try and play this variation and calls it unclear,
but | think Black is a lot better. White doesn't
really have an attack as the black king is quite
safe on S while White's king is too vulnerable.
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21...g3"N

It seems ashame to give up that passed pawn
and powerful bishop for a mere rook: 21...013
22 :xf3 gxf3 23.Wxf3 ¥g5 24.hxgs Wc?"
Garini - Ruiz Jarabo Pelayo, email 2006.

% %
AN,
oy

After thestrongtext move, play might continue
as follows:

22.1d4 g2 23.0gl Fg5 24. I xc6
24.hxg5 Oxd4 25.cxd4 Was+

a b c d
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24..bxc6 2S."xg2 " b6 26." a g4+
C32) 20.ghT ted

Apart from the two forks on ¢3 and g3, Black
also threatens ...f6 trapping the bishop. Even if
all that fails, White will fnd it hard to protect
his king.

Vigorito gives 20...dS an exclamation mark,
and it also looks good, but e4 feels a more
natural square for the knight to me.

White must now decide between C321)
21.%c4 or C322) 21. xg4.

21.exd6 txc3 22.1c4 (the Almasi brothers
ofered the line 22.1.xe7 €£xa2t 23.<bl tc3t
24.<cl f6 2S.1e6t chS-+) 22.txaz2t
23.<bl tc3t 24.ccl Bravo Sedamanos -
Pelikian, Sao Paulo 1995. Here Black doesn't
need to take the draw:

a b e d e f g h

24.. . JbSN 2S.dxe7 1xe7 26 gxe7 _jxc4
27§ xfS _§xfS= With a powerful position.

Meanwhile if White tries to defend with
21.1d3 then 21..f6 simply picks up the
bishop. 22.€d4 1aS! 23.txc6 1a3t 24.cbl
bxc6 2S.1xe4 ghSt 26.1.b4 gxb4dt 27.cxb4d
T9gS was a crushing illustrative line given by
the Almasis.

C321)21.%c4

Tis was played in the stem game, which
continued as follows:

Z 2>
2k

_ ,
;ﬂj %} ifyi

- N W A L O oo
N

a b c d e

21...dS 22. " xe4

Instead afer 22.1d4 f6 23.8fl bgS
24.8xed gxf4 (Zoltan and Istvan Almasi wrote
an article suggesting 24...gxh4 which is also
winning.) 25.8eel 1b6 26.8g! g3 Black had
a crushing position in jml26 - pinvoy, Internet
2012. T e pawns proved too strong.

22..de4 23.gxd8 gxd8 24..xe7 gd7
2S..0S - F26.td4

T is was Smirin - lvanchuk, Paris 1994, and
here | like:
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26...e3IN
White struggles to stop both pawns, for
example:

2711el 1at28.\bl g329/he3g230i0g3
Exd4 31.cd4 b4l

White has no defence to ... nel-12.
C322) 21."xg4

White takes a pawn and cuts out one of the
forks but now his King is rather bare.
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21...€Exc3+

Black's attack is dangerous and even in
correspondence games VVite has been unable
to defend.

22.Exd6

With 22.h5 White desperately tries to
continue the attack, but 22...01xdl 23.Exd!
" eB! 24.Wh4 §e4 25.1d2 f6+ favoured Black
in Abrahamyan - Keinman, Berkeley 2011.

Against 22.1del | think Black should play:

_ N W A U N

22...1d5!"N With a dangerous attack. 23.f5
(23.h5 Wc7 24.hxg6 Bxa2t 25.<bl Bc3t
26.<cl Fg6+) 23..WcB 24.1xe7 [Ixa2t
25.<bl Wc3l+

22.1d2 WeB! 23.5 (23.WxcB IxcB 24.1xe7
is a lesser evil but 24..dxe5 25.Fe5 uxeb
is a pretty miserable endgame.) 23...1xe5
24.ixe7 Bxa2t 25.<dl leB 26.ixd6 ab2!?
Setting up a mating net. 27.1b4 ¥b5 2B.113
1 xb4 29.Wxb4 Wc6 30.Wf4 §e5 31.Wg4 §c3
32.Fg6 Fg6 33.0cl iad 34.1b3 ixb3 0-1
Schwenger — Mittermueller, email 2005.

Vigorito suggests that White should try
22.exd6 when he points out that Black has at
least a draw, but in fact 22... 1 xa2t 23.<bl
Whb6! is just winning. 24.<xa2 (24.f5 ied!;
or 24.dxe7 WBc3t 25.<cl We3t 26.1d2
5! White's queen is actually trapped and
27.exfB=Wt axfB 2B.Wgl a3 is mate.)
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24.. ma6t 25.0bl §a3 26.:d4 Ted! With a
crushing attack.

22.. Ixa2t 23.00bl B c3t 24.00b2 WeS
24, .cadt also worked well. 25 %83
(25.7tl we8 26.:d4 16 would be quite similar
to 24..ue8) 25.. we8 26.:d3 f6 27.mebt
iF 28 uxFt :xF 29.cab ch6 30.:d8t
-8 31. - xf8t OxfB 32.cxcb6 bxc6 0-1 Gomez
Galan Arense - Simmelink, email 2006.

24... .c7?N is also worthy of consideration.

25.:d4 1 b5 26.gddl

26.h5 didn't help White much. 26...cxd4
27.cxd4 Od5 28.hxg6 Fgb6 29.:d| e6+ Tanti
- Santo, email 2009.
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26...F! 27.We6t Oh8 25.h5 gh5 29.exF

e>< 30.WxeS gxeS31.1h4 £t 32.0cl B c3

33.gdel Be2t 34.00dl ab5 35.ga §c3
0-1 Van Essen - Skulason, email 2001.
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Conclusion

Tis was a long chapter and | apologize for the
amount oftheory, but it is quite critical to the
viability ofthe Soltis Variation and the Dragon
itself Luckily the theory seems to have worked
out in Black's favout and these lines are now
extremely rare.

White has two principal ways of playing this
variation. Te 15h5 lines result in similar
positions to those in 14.00b!, and you should
study both carefully. Against 15.4, lvanchuk’s
16...cab! both looks good t