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8 Poisoned Pawn 

l .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.l2'ic3 .W,b4 4.eS cS 5.a3 
.W,xc3t 6.bxc3 l2'ie7 7.'.Wg4 

a b c d e f g h 

7 . . .  cxd4 
'll1 is is my preferred route to the Poisoned 

Pawn Variation . 7 . . .  '.Wc7 is a more popular 
move, which usual ly arrives at the same 
pos i t ion after 8.'.Wxg7 E!:g8 9 .'.Wxh7 cxd4. 
However, via th is move order Black must also 
be ready for the chal lengi ng s idel i ne 8 .. W,cL3! ? 
cxd4 (8 . . .  c4 is sol id, but not real ly i n  the sp i r i t  
of the Poisoned Pawn) 9 .l2'ie2 when Whi te 
sacr ifices h is cen tre, but gets to develop h is 
k ingside pieces before tak ing on g7 . 

By tak ing on d4 immed iately B lack makes 
the 8 .. \kd3 opt ion less appea l ing for Wh i te. 
(We wi l l  see in the next chapter that the 
move is sti l l  playable,  but does not carry the 
same b ite aga i nst the 7 . . .  cxd4 move order. )  
'll1ere is a trade-off, a s  the  i m mediate capture 
on d4 a l lows Wh i te the add it ional option of 
recaptu r ing on d4, but as we wi l l  soon see, th is  
i s  not at a l l  dangerous. To summarize, a l lowing 
the poss ib i l ity of 7 . . .  cxd4 8.cxd4 i s  a smal l  
price to pay for  avo id ing  the more venomous 
7 . . .  Vflc7 8 . .  �,d3 l i ne. 

After that br ief explanation we are ready to 
consider Wh i te's possible responses. In this 
chapter we wil l  consider A) 8.l2'if3!? and 
B) 8.cxd4. 

8 . .\kd3 is  the subject of the next chapter, 
begin n i ng on page 15 .  

ll1e ma in  move i s  of course 8.'.Wxg7 , coverage 
of which begi ns in Chapter 3. 

A) 8.l2'if3!? 

'l11is move is  pract ical ly  unknown to theory, 
al though i t  was ment ioned by Warson i n  
PTF4 . 

8 .•. 1.WaSN 
8 . . .  '.Wc7 1s also poss ible ,  with a l i kely 

transposition after 9 .E!:b 1 (or 9 .'it>d I '.Wxc3 
I O.E!:b I )  9 . . .  '.Wxc3'!'N 1 O.'tt?d I .  However, i t  
somehow feels correct to beg in  by plac ing the 
queen on the more active a5-square. 

9.Elbl '.Wxc3t 1 0.ctfdl 
'Il1is pos i tion occurred i n  the game Juenger 

- Lied l ,  Austria 20 I 0 ,  wh ich arrived here via 
the 8 . . .  '.Wc7 9 .ctfdl '.Wxc3 10 .Elbl move order. 
Here B lack's best continuation is: 

8 i:"..tm�m �� 
7 .,, JJ!i��T•.t.' 
:�P� 4 m - mwm 3W� � I] : � 
2 18'•luJMn 
1 mM �@mJLmM 

a b c d e f g h 

10  . . .  llig6!N 
I nstead the game saw I 0 .. . 0-0 l J . .  \kd3 

when Wh i te had a dangerous i n i tiat ive on the 
ki ngside. 

I I .h4 hS 1 2.'.WgS \Wes 
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1 2  . . .  Vfic? is given by Watson,  who offers 
the following l ine: l 3 .�d3 llic6 1 4 .X/.xgG fxg6 
1 5 .VfixgG"i" Vfif7 l 6 . Vfixf7"!" �xf7 I 7.i/,b2 Ei:f8 
l 8.i/,xd4 �g8 l 9Jkc5 E\f4 20 .�dG b6+ Th is 
indeed looks favourable for Black. 

However, Whi te can pose more problems 
wi th 13. llixd4! when he has lots of activi ty, 
although Black should be okay here too. Here 
is one in terest ing l i ne:  1 3  . . .  V!ixe5 1 4 .i/,b5·1· .�.d7 

13.�d3 Vfie7 

%"'% � � %" / 

�itf��T' 6��-,�ij� : mgBwt{B1W'iii 
� % . . . .  % � L.% 

3� m�mtZJm 
2 mLSm �LSm 
mM�@m mM 

a b c d e f g h 

14  .. �xg6 
White has noth ing better than simpl i�1ing, 

a s  1 4 . 1Wg3 llic6 favours Black. 

14  .•. V!ixgS I S  .. �xf7t \t>xf7 16.llixgSt \t>e8 
17.Elh3 llic6 1s.llif3 b6 I9.Elg3 ©f7 

Black is at leas t equal. 

B) 8.cxd4 Vfic7 

Threaten i ng the c2-pawn as well as the crucia l  
check on d. Now i t  is worth analys ing 
B I )  9.Ela2, B2} 9.Wdl and B3) 9.ill,d2 . 

9 . l2Je2 is harmless after 9 . . .  llibc6, whi le 
9 ... 0-0!?N seems promis ing too. 

This move defends against the queens icle 
th reats but is rather pass ive. 

9 .. . llifS 10.llif3 llic6 l l .�d3 
I l . . \ll,b2?! has been played, bur  after 

I l . . . V!ia5"!" l 2 .c3 b6+ B lack was better i n  
Petrova - Weetik, Taganrog 20 1 3 . Whi te's rook 
and bishop look ridicu lous on the queensicle. 

l l . .  �d2?! has been tried by GMs Hjartarson 
and Apicella, but not recently. Black ach ieves 
an excel lent  game as fol lows : 1 1 . . .V!ibG! 1 2 .8'.a 1 
V!ib2 1 3 .Elc l l2Jcxd4 
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8 E a.ta•• 1� 
7 � .• • , • •J.Ai•. 
6 • • • • • s I� • i �'S)I� ,:;8';0, / :;8'ffi' / , , ;:::a. ?W ... �$ {,fN:: �.��.>;/ \illJ�. 4 Wffi �. �§1?'.%1.0 
3 %� � ��� · · ····�unt t"�mig@;wR���Nii 2 �§i o oo. �q? o rq� 
1 a ?� �� -M 

a b c d e f g h 

l 4.l2Jxd4 ( 1 4 .c3?  l2'ic2"!" [ inc l ud ing 1 4  . . .  h 5 ! N  
f irst i s  even better] 1 5 .'itid 1 llixa3 gave Black 
a clear advantage in Ashley - Arizmendi 
Martinez, Bermuda 1 999 . )  1 4  . . .  Wxd4 
l 5 .il,b5 "!" �d7 I 6.We2 We4 17.�xd?t 'itixd7 
I 8 .Wxe4 dxe4 Black was a pawn up with an 
obvious advantage i n  Hjartarson - N i kol ic, 
Reykjavi k 1 99 1 .  

s :i U.t.U•U �� 
�·'.0 :/" , ,, � �''.0 :•,i:.Ti�i 

sU UiHlllU 
4 m H uvwm 
3 H UJ&.UCZJU 
2MU8U H8H � w� � mF? � � �� �§ 

a b c d e f g h 

1 1  ... h5! 
Please don't fal l  for the t rap I l . . . llicxd4 ? ?  

I 2.llixd4 l&'ic3"1" 1 3 .'itifl ! +- wh en Black loses a 
p iece and the game . 

1 2.Wf4 
Th is seems l i ke the best attempt .  ·n1e 

a l ternative fai ls  to cause B lack many problems: 
1 2.Wg5 llicxd4 1 3 . l2hd4 �fc3"1" 14.il,d2 

14.\t>fl Wxd4+ 
1 4  . . .  Wxd4 

� %% A �:/ r.1r-. �:. ;,�/ 8 e.�i�.�.�. p� ��&�.• � & W&� 7 ;•�·� m•;•?. 6 �a ·�·'11.,x·· ... 5 �%/',� . .-..ef81!)J�;�; 
4 �. � �· f� 3 i{A'� �!.-,� � ;:Q;, ��@'t;) 0.'U:. 
2 Fi' %".@z A 0'.:0<? ::;tW A �Ni g�@o re �Lf o :ta �,:::.E�!f ··"w;:/ ····:�'\i/ 

@% ;:;:;:::: �, %% .@, 
a b c d e f g h 

l 5Jhf5 ?N 
Objectively a weak move, but  worth 
check ing . 
lhe correct con ti n uat ion is 1 5 . 0-0 Wg4 
when B lack forced a queen exchange , leaving 
Wh i te struggl i ng  to prove ful l compensation 
for the pawn in Vogt - Kosten ,  Graz 2004. 

l 5 . . . \Wxe5 "1" 1 6 .'itifl 
1 6 .\t>d 1 't�xf5 17.\�Yxg7 \Wg4i" 1 8 .Wxg4 
hxg4+ 

16 .. . Wxf5 !  
ll1e strongest rep ly, a l though i t  a l lows some 
m i ld comp l ications .  
l 6 . .. exf5 l 7.f4 Wf6 ( 1 7  .. .  Wd4 I 8 .. \kb4) 
l 8 .\Wxf6 gxf6+ 
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Black's superior developmenr and piece 
coord ination bring h im a clear advanrage. 

� H�l!.-
6 " "•�·!•" "• 
5 � -· �'i)-I. 
4 �.�wTu' '; ;�. 
3 .��If-�:.� 
2 Mm 8 R  �8 �� 

� � � � M 
� ?;Lj L.J � 

a b c d e f g h 

1 2  . . .  tll cxd4 13.0-0 
After l 3.tllxd4 'ill' c3·i· l 4.�,d2 'Wxd4 I 5 .. �xf5 

�xf4 !6 .. �xf4 exf5+ Black was a pawn up with 
rhe heal thier pawn stru cture in Mekh i tarian -
Fier, Americana 2009.  

13  . .  .l2Jxf3t 14.'Wxf3 'Wxe5 1 5.�,b2 d4 
1 6.f!aal tllh4 17.'Wh3 

Now in Hou Yi fan - N. Pert, Liverpool 
2007, Black should have played : 

1 8  . . .  �f8i 
White has some compensation ,  but I do not 

bel ieve i t  is enough for two pawns. 

B2) 9.�dl 

This move has been tested by such strong 
players as Sh i rov and Kamsky. Moving the 
king is of course a concession for White, 
a lthough i t  is not an uncommon scenario for 
the Poisoned Pawn l ines in  general .  On d l 
the king avoids the check on c3 and is pretty 
secure for the t ime being. Meanwhile Whi te 
hopes to put  Black under pressure on the 
ki ngside. 

9 .. . h5! 
This active move has been favoured by 

Poisoned Pawn expert Yuri Shulman,  as well as 
Kamsky h imself when he faced this l i ne with 
Black. I wi l l  ment ion two other poss ib i l i t ies; 
rhe second in particular looks l i ke a val id  
al ternative.  

9 . .. �d7?! was chosen by Nis ipeanu in  a 
recenr game. He won ,  bur I bel ieve this move 
gives White too many opportun i ties. The 
game conrinued : 1 o.'Wxg7 f!g8 11.\Wxh7 
'Wc3 12.f!bl 'Wxd4"f 13.'Wd3 (13.ii,d2!?;!; is a 
poss ib le improvemenr for White . )  
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sEtlY •••E• 
7 ·· ·.!.�i �' :;·���,, 
4 � � �· �· 3 w��-Wi-�� � 
2 
L%·'-�r/t� 

I �.:t�@�� �l� "'� ,, .. e/ � " . 

a b c d e f g h 
1 3  . . .  \Wxf2? !  Too ambi tious . ( 1 3  ... \Wxe5 looks 
better.) 1 4 .l!xb7 lt:Jbc6 Sochacki - Nis ipeanu ,  
Pardub ice 2013 , and here 1 5 .lt:Jf3N± would 
have left White with a clear advan tage. 

9 . . .  0-0! ?  
'fois has scored poorly, bu t  th i s  is ma in ly 
because Black has followed it up i ncorrectly. 

1 0 .�d3 
1 O .lt:Jf3 was seen in Kamsky - Nikol ic ,  
Monte Carlo 1 996. At th is  point I suggest 
the novel ty 1 O . . .  b6N in order to exchange off 
Wh i te's dangerous l ight-squared bishop as 
soon as possible .  After 1 1 .�d3 lt:J f5 !=  Black 
prevents any sacr i fice on h7 and i ntends to 
conti nue with . .. �a6, or poss ib ly . . .  \Wd7 first 
to guard f5 . 

a b c d e f g h 
I O  . . .  b6!N 

I O . .  . f5 has been p layed i n  a l l  ten games in the 
database. 'I11i s  move m ight hold for Black, 
but i t  gives Whi te a dangerous i n i t iat ive 

after 1 l .exf6 Ei'.xf6 l 2.\Wh5t  as i n  Sh irov -
Zhukova, Gibra l tar 2006. 

l l.�.h6 
ll1e sharpest and most stra igh tforward 
move. 
Instead 1 1 .lt:J f3 leads back to I 0.ctJf3 above . 

1 1 . . .ctJg6 1 2 . h4 f5 ! 1 3 .exf6 gxh6 
Black's pos i t ion looks r isky, but i n  fact  he 
docs not have much to worry about .  

a b c d e f g h 

l 4 .. \kxg6 
1 4 . h 5 ?  \Wf4!  I 5 .E1h4 \Wxg4 '!' I 6.E1xg4 e5 
I 7.l!g3 e4 I 8 .. \kb5 a6 1 9  . . �.a4 E1xf6+ 

1 4  . . .  mhs! 1 5  . .  �,d3 E1xf6+ 
Black has coped with the attack and emerged 

with a sound pos i t ion wi th good prospects. 
Wh i te remains wi th a badly placed k ing 
and poor coord inat ion amongst h is p ieces. 
Object ively 9 . . .  0-0 ! ?  seems just as good as the 
main l i ne, the only d rawback bei ng the need to 
navigate a few tricky tactics. 
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10.\Wxg7 
Ihe only cr i t ical reply. 

I O.\Wf4 is well met by I O . . .  b6 i ntending 
. . .. lil'.a6,  for i nstance: l l ..\il',b5'!" lDbc6! ( l  1 . . .�d7 
l 2.�d3 was less clear in Savchenko - Kamsky, 
Balm 2009.) 12.lLJf3 a5! 1 3 .:il:b l �a6 1 4 .il,xaG 
lha6+ Savchenko - Shulman,  Khanty­
Mansiysk 2009. Black holds a s l ight advantage 
due to his  safer ki ng, l ight-square control  and 
pressure along the half-open c-fi le. 

10 ... :il:gS 1 I .\Wh6 Wc3 1 2.:il:bl \Wxd4t 
13  .. \il',d2 \Wxe5 14.lLJf.3 \Wh8 1 5.'0.JxhS :il:xhS:j: 

Whi te did nor have ful l  compensation for 
the pawn in Benn born - Rakay, corr .  2011, 

and Black eventual ly convened h is  advantage 
in to a fu ll point . 

B3) 9 .. \i1'.d2 

White offers an exchange of the pawns on 
c2 and g7. Unfortunately for him ,  the black 
queen can become qui re troublesome on the 
queens ide. 

9 ... \Wxc2 1 0.\Wxg7 
After 1 0 .Ei:c l \We4'!" J 1 .\Wxe4 dxe4 12.lLJe2 

J�d7 l 3 .lLJc3 .\i1'.c6 White faced an uphi l l  
struggle for a d raw i n  Kovchan - Petr, Kharkov 
20 1 1. 

10  .. . :il:gS 1 1 .\Wh6 
1 1. \WfG? has made a p lus score for White,  

but the rare l l ... lLJf5! causes him serious 
trouble :  1 2 .:il:c I N  The only chance. ( l 2 . .\i1',b5i"? 

.\i;',d7 1 3 .Ei:c l  \We4i" 1 4  .. \i1'.e3 .lil'.c6 With . . .  lLJd7 
coming, Whi te was about to lose h is queen 
and the game in lanocich in  - Seifert, Li rohoto 
1999.) 12 . . .  \We4i" 1 3 .lLJe2 lLJd7 1 4 . f3 Both 
queens are short of  squares, but  the black 
one can sacrifice herse lf  on more favourable 
terms. 

12  .. . lLJxd4! 13.lLJxd4 \Wb2 14  . .\i1'.b5t 
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After 1 4 .�c l 'Wxd4 l 5 .'We3 'Wxe3 i" !6 . . �xc3 
�,d7+ White had insufficient  compensation for  
a pawn in Lama Fernandez - Jesus Hurtado, 
Barcelona 20 1 1 . 

14  . . .  �d? 1 5Jhd7t <i.fxd7 

s:iR R B:i-. 7 � ' -*"' m ' 
6 ••• ��" � �. 
5 .�.TIJ�a: 
4 m m m � 
3 ••• �-:�·=·= 
2 � � :t[!1;b:t[j 
1 ��/,, . % •• ,,,,v.. ·"•t 

a b c d e f g h 

16.lt'ib3!? 
Deflecting the black queen to an inferio r 

square. 

1 6 .0-0 'Wxd4+ occurred in Srin ivasan - Rol ler, 
Toron to 2003. Black is a pawn up with active 
p ieces, wh i le  his k ing is safely hidden behind 
the French pawn chain .  

16  . . .  'Wxb3 17.0-0 'Wf3 1 8.�gS 'WfS 19.f4 
Zufic - Grigoryan ,  Rij eka 20 1 0 . Here we 

can improve with :  

19 . . . �acB+ 
Black has a hea l thy extra pawn and active 

piece play. 

Conclusion 
8.lt'if3 ! ?  is an interes t ing idea but it seems good 
enough for equal i ty at best. 8 . cxd4 i s  a more 
natura l  idea, but after 8 . . .  'Wc7 White must 
make a difficu l t  decision .  ·n1ere arc th ree main 
ways of hand l i ng the th reats on the quecnsidc, 
but all have their d rawbacks, and Black has 
excel l ent  chances not only to equal ize ,  but also 
to fight for the advan tage. 
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1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.lll c3 .�h4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 
.�xc3t 6.bxc3 lll e7 7.\Wg4 cxd4 8.�d3!? 

111is tricky move has the idea of developing 
the kingside pieces before taking the g7-pawn. 
However, there is a drawback to playing it 
against our chosen move order. 

8 . . .  \Wa5! 
'TI1is is why I prefer the 7 . . .  cxd4 move order. 

Instead 8 .. .  \Wc7 9 .llle2 transposes to the 
double-edged line we are trying to avoid. Black 
has done well in the most recent grandmaster 
games, but I think the last word has yet to be 
said. 

After the text move White has tried A) 9.l"i:h l !? 
and B) 9.lll e2. 

9 . Wd l  occurred in Jezek- Handel, corr. 1994, 
and now the obvious 9 ... \Wxc3N 1O .l"i:b1 
reaches the note to White's I Oth move in 
variation A below. 

A) 9.l"i:b l !? \Wxc3t 

a b c d e f g h 

10.�d2!N 
A clear improvement. 1 0.�d l was played 

in Vuckovic - Grischuk, Khanty-Mansiysk 
20 I 0. Now instead of putting the king on the 
awkward f8-square, Black could have obtained 
the better chances with: I O . .. b6!N Preparing to 

exchange the bishop on cl3, which is holding 
together White's queenside. 1 J .\Wxg7 l"i:g8 
I 2.\Wxh7 J¥,a6 13.g3 .l!l,xd3 14.\Wxcl3 

a b c d c f g h 
14 ... \Wc7 l 5 .'2lf3 llld7+ ll1e c5-pawn is weak 
and Black has active prospects on the c-flle. 
Moreover, his knights are flexible and well 
placed for various operations. 

IO .•• iVc7 I Llllf3 
l J . \Wxg7? !  l"i:g8 l 2.\Wxh7 \Wxe5"!"+ is good for 

Black. 

a b c d e f g h 

1 1  .•• lt::lg6 12.0-0 lt::lc6 
White obviously has some compensation 

due to his piece activity, but Black is two 
pawns up at present and is about to complete 
his development, so his chances are at least not 
worse. 
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B) 9.lll e2 

9 ... 0-0 
Cast l ing entai ls  certa in  risks, but Black has 

good defensive resou rces and his queenside 
counterplay is al ready well underway. We wi l l  
focus on  five main opt ions ,  of which the fi rst  
rwo are clearly i nferior whi le the last  three 
arc all viable .  "!he choices are: BI )  1 0.0-0?, 
B2) 10 .�xh7t?, B3) 1 0.h4!?, B4) 1 0.ig5 
and B5) IO.id2. 

\\!hire has tried some other moves , bu t  they 
can al l  be dealt with relat ively quickly. 

1 o.:�,h6 lll g6 l l . h4 lll d7 ! transposes to 
\·ariation B3 .  

I O.?'.J/xd4?!  gives Black an easy game. 1 O . .. lll bc6 
l l .'lHe3 "01 is was Polanski - W. Hort, emai l  
2001, and here I l ike l l . . . b6N .  A possible 
fol low-up is l 2 .a4 ! ?  (or 12.0-0 i/,a6) l 2 ... lll f5 
13. '�f4 il/,a6 14.0-0 El:fd8!+  with the idea of 
... cl4. Black is s l ightly better thanks to his  
superior pawn structu re.  

l 0.2b 1 was played in  Bhend - Kupper, Zi.irich 
l % I, and here the obvious I O . . .  dxc3!N is a 
good novel ty. 'frue, it opens up l ines for some 

attacking chances for White,  but Black is able to 
defend. J 1 .'\Wh5 lllg6 I 2 . l:%b4! lhis is the point 
beh ind Whi te's I Oth move, swinging the rook 
over to the kingside, bur it is not quite enough. 

8 :! �.i.� ��*� " !l. / y � 
7 � · · ··�· 

6,.�.•A•al � �� ����� ��· 3 f!i'§;/,�I'-�-� 
2 -[j-�[f�[jW,� � - � ii:s - . .. / ... / � 

a b c d e f g h 
1 2  . . .  lll c6 1 3 . l:%h4 h6 1 4  .. \11.xg6 fxg6 15 . '\Wxg6 
lll e7 1 6 .'\Wg4 lll f5 17 . .\11,xh6 '\Wc7 1 8.l:%h3 lll xh6 
l 9 .l:%xh6 '\Wxe5+ After a most ly forced tactical 
sequence, Black remains a pawn up and keeps 
the advantage. 

BI )  1 0.0-0? 

This move is too s low; Whi te should be 
tryi ng to develop his  i n i t iative and create 
threats. 

10 . . .  dxc3 l 1 .lllg3 
J I ..\11,xh7·r? �xh7 1 2 . 1Wh4t @g8 1 3 . Wlxe7 

lll c6 l 4 .W/g5 d4 l 5 .f4 Wf d8 ! 6.W/g3 was played 
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in Demchenko - Mesropov, Moscow 20 1 2 ,  
and here 16 . . . iWdS!N would have secured a b ig 
advantage, as  White has  no rea l  com pensation 
for the pawn deficit .  

Perhaps Wh i te's best chance is I I . a4!?N lllbc6 
1 2 .�,a.3 l'!e8+ ,  a lthough here too Black has 
won the open ing  battle. 

1 1 .. .  lli bc6 12 .il.h6? 
Embarking on an unsound attacki ng 

scheme. 1l1e plan soon fails, but i t  i s  hard to 
suggest anyth ing much better, for i nstance: 
1 2 .lLih 5 tLlg6 1 3 .l'!e l d4 1 4 .il.f4 \Wc5+ 

8 :im.am ��·m 7 � • m  � · ��' 
6

""nlni• "• 
;, ,,,� m w� � 

::-:t:•I• 
2 ,  "•Enlln"iiB 
1 �� m m�= 

a b c d e f g h 

12  ... llig6 13.,gi,xg7 \!rxg7 14.ltJhSt sf?h8 15 . f4 
l 5 .�Vg5 \Wds 1 6.\Wh6 l'!g8 I 7 .lll f6 l'!g7 I 8 . f4 

llice7 I 9 .lllh 5  iWfS-+ 

1 5  . . .  :ggs I6.llif6 :gg7 17.iWhS 

l 7 .. . llid4!-+ 
Preventi ng l'l:f). Whi te's compensation 

was insufficient and he went on to lose i n  
Haemmerl ing - Hawelky, corr. 1 964. 

B2) 10.ixh7t? \!rxh7 l 1 .\¥/h4t Wg8 12.\¥/xe7 

This smal l  combi nat ion removes a pawn 
from Black's k i ngs ide but  costs too much t ime. 

12 . . .  llic6 1 3.iWgS dxc3 
Black has an extra pawn and sufficienr 

resources to defend his  k i ngs ide. 

8 :im.am ��·m 
1 � · m m • �I z 

6 ; '�r;,:-;� : �-ll�i·'.il· 
3� � m m L . .  % L.% � � 
2 m 8mlLJ�8� 

c� �·� '.;/[/'), m I�� � � m� 
a b c d e f g h 

14.h4 
1 4 . 0-0 transposes to the note to Whi te's 

1 1  th move i n  variat ion B I  above. 
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J 4.11.Jg3 ? was played i n  Dal igaul t  - Ricou,  
Hyeres 2002.  Here Black can obtai n a decisive 
advantage with the help of an important 
resource: l 4 . . .  \Wa4!N 

8 1.•.t� ��·� 
7 � · � � • r� " . /. ;� W..@J ·····' 6 �'il·· � • 5� �"i� � 4 1.�./. /../ /.. 
3 ).:')�-'{; m11: �. �m-,"" ?,. � /. � � ;· : ;:: . . , . % :: .... :;: W»; :::-..... : 
2 � A � 'f/j 8 Wfj 

�
.
-'Pr
.

· ·. ·'�.
R\Y.���l��.-. ·.""".·

� . . . . �'f!f:il '#;, 1 p� � ?)6{� �§ 
a b c d e f g h 

The loss of either c2 or e5 is i nevitable, and 
rhc queen wi l l  easi ly defend the kings ide. Play 
mav continue: 1 5 .EI:a2 ( 1 5 .11.:lh5 \We4"!' 1 6 .,\ie3 �x�5-+ is easy) l 5 . . .  \Wc4!-+ Black is not ready 
rn rake on a2 immediately, but  he threatens to 

do so after . . .  11.Jxe5 or . .  . f6 .  At the same time 
\Vhire is preven ted from cast l ing and has no 
good moves left. 

14 ... d4! 
:\gain  Black connects his queen with the 

kingside whi le targeting an enemy pawn. 

15.f4 
l 5.h5 f6+ 

1 5  . . .  f6 1 6.\Wg3 fxe5 17.h5 
We have been fol lowing the game Rocha -

De la Vil la Garcia, Linares 2002.  White is doing 
h is  best to keep the pos i t ion compl icated, but  
Black can secure a decis ive advantage with the 
following accurate conti nuation:  

8 i.m..t.m i��-7 •T•�•,�� 
6 m�m•m m 

� m �-� mb : ' J.�J·'W[j�. �-�%"/<'�% .... %� L.%,� � 3 '¥� ¥.I � tj 
2 mbmttJmbm c·� � -%C'i %"/''./� � r.� � � � M 

a b c d e f g h 

17  .. . e4!N l 8.h6 EI:f7 
Intending .. . \Wf5 .  White can try sacrificing 

another pawn to open l ines for h is  p ieces , but  
the idea falls short .  

19.f5 \Wxf5 20.hxg7 EI:xg7 2 1 .\Wh4 \Wh7 
22.�h6 EI:g6 23.11.Jf4 EI:xh6 24.\Wxh6 1Wxh6 
25 .Ei:xh6 e5 
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Black has a won endgame 111 view of his 
mighty pawn centre .  

B3) 10.h4!? 

8 .i. �.t.m ��·� r11fZ-- ·--� �% "//.:-- ·"� � 7 ¥.�.t.m � •r�.t. 
6 � �»··�"· %� 
5 ��--ffe)-r�· 

% • •  %�-'}[5%� �% » 

4 m r� mv� 3 � %n:�n ®w .

J� /. . %. % 
.

.. % • � 
2 / " "/m,,,�m0t� b

·

m 
�m '� mM 

a b c d e f g h 
'l11is rare move was tried in M. Toth - Ben ins, 

corr. 1 99 1 ,  and a couple of subsequent games. 
White's set-up is surprisingly dangerous and 
Black needs to play accurately to avoid trouble. 

10  . . .  tt:ld7!N 
After this strong novelty Black seems to be 

fine, although the position remains sharp. The 
main advantage of having the knight on d7 
is that after a later . .  . f5 Black will be able to 
recapture with the knight  on f6 . 

I will include my analysis of the other knight  
move so you can sec where the danger lies: 
1 0  . . .  tt:lbc6? l l . .�h6 tt:lg6 1 2 . f4 f5 

l 2 . . .  gxh6? !  is worse: l 3 . h 5  ©g7N ( J  3 . .  .f5 
Leone - Scalisi, corr. 1966, J 4.cxf6N 
e5 l 5 . f5 !2xf6 J 6 . hxg6 hxg6 l 7.!2xh6±; 
1 3  . . .  \Wc7N 14. hxg6 fxg6 15.!2xh6 \Wg7 
l 6 .\Wh3± intending 0-0-0 followed by 
!2h l .) l 4 . hxg6 fxg6 (l 4 . . .  hxg6 l 5 .\Wh4 
!2h8 16.\Wf6i" ©g8 l 7.ixg6!±) l 5 . \Wh3 h 5  
1 6 .g4--+ And t h e  attack continues. 
'TI1c text move is the best chance to defend 
against h4-h 5. At this point, however, White 
can improve on the game Wadling - Amell, 
r��rl,anl"""n 1()/r1 

� �A � /,.�}'�©:{{:; 8 §.�£� ¥���,%] 
7 �� " � �- �/�I"�&/ 

/. . . . . z. � ::"/W /'////'/-_ /. � A 
6 . HIJ)H 1. �iil-� 
5 � �•�£�r•�· . 

'· ·"�(%%%@11·�./. :w��w� 4 B � � ?o�§'�o; 
3 � w�I'� /.�· '/ 

/, , • . •  %. . / . . . . . %. -�% B 
2 / ,HfJHlDHfJH 

�m � �--� 
' .  / ,..,, ;,;, ;:€3'� � § 

a b c d e f g h 
l 3.exf6N E.i:xf6 l 4 .ixg7! 

Watson mentions the line 14 . h 5  c5 as 
favouring Black. Indeed after 1 5 . f5 e4 
l 6 . hxg6 there is I 6 . . .  l'i:xg6! I 7.\Wh5 .1lxf5+. 
However, after the improvement given in 
the main line I have not been able to find a 

fully satisfactory defence. 
14 . . .  e5 

14 ... 'itixg7 15 .h5 e5 16.f5 transposes to the 
next note. 

l 5 . f5 gf7 
After I 5 .. . 'itixg7 I 6.h5 e4 1 7 . hxgG the reply 
17 . . .  E.i:xgG? is impossible due to 18.i'hhl"I". 
Instead Black must settle for 1 7  ... hxgG when 
I 8 .\Wh4± gives White a dangerous attack 
along the h-file. 

l 6 . h 5  E.i:xg7 I 7.hxg6 hxg6 18 .l'i:hG e4 1 9.E.i:xgG 
Wfc7 20..lkb5 ctJe5 2 1.l �hglt1&xg7 22.\Wf4!;!: 

White is better developed and has a 
dangerous initiative. 

1 1 ..�h6 tt:lg6 12.�.xg6 
l 2 . f4? !  allows Black to demonstrate the 

usefulness of the knight  on d7. I 2 . .  .f5 I 3 .exf6 
ctJxfG I 4.\Wg3 e5 !  Opening the path for the 
bishop on c8 , which makes it possible to jump 
with a knight to g4 . 1 5 . .\hgG (I 5 .fxe5 tt:lg4+) 
l 5 . . .  tt:lg4!+ 

l 2 . .  �xg7 Wxg7 I 3 . h 5  tt:ldxe5 l 4 .\Wxd4 
Wg8 1 5 . hxgG tt:lxgG Although White has 
compensation for the pawn, Black has 
managed to consolidate and is doing fine. It is 
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worth add ing that .. JS fol lowed by . . .  Ei:t7 is an 
important defensive resource. 

12 ... fxg6 
12 . . .  hxgG l 3 .�f4 leaves White with an 

active pos i t ion and the poss ib i l ity of an arrack 
with h4-h 5 .  

I4ji.d2?! 
14.\We8 '1' ms ( 1 4  . . .  llifS? 15 .eG �.xe6 

16.V3ixa8±) 1 5 .We6'!= 

14 ... d3! 1 5.\We8'! 
After I 5 . cxd3 ? llicS 16 . V'dfxdS "£!.e6 17 .\Wd6 

;;c1s 1 8 .c4 Ei:xd6 1 9 .«g;',xaS llixd3'1' 20.<Jiif l  
:g;xf2·� 2 1 .<Jiig l  Eld? 22.llicl Ei:c2 23 .l2'lxd3 
:;xd3 White faces a horrible endgame. 

15 ... 2:H8 1 6.\We6'! �h8 
Black can repeat the posi t ion if he wishes, 

0ur by now he has every reason to play on .  

l 7.c'.2id4 
! 7.cxd3? llicS is similar to the earl ier note. 

17 ... dxc2 

1 8  . . .  llib6 1 9.We7 ,�.fSi 

B4) 10 .igS 

'Th is has been the main try by top players . 
Objectively Black is doing fine, but he should 
rake great care when choos ing his  next few 
moves. 

1 o . . .  tllg6! 
-n1 is is  the most solid choice. B lack has 

also tried 10 . .. llibc6, bur after l l . f4 dxc3 
12.0-0 White has great attacking chances 
and has achieved a huge score in practice. 
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Perhaps Black can defend somehow, bur this is 
certa in ly not to my taste. 

l l .f4 lll d7 
Just as in the prev ious l i ne, Black prepares the 

. . .  f5 break and wants to be ready to recapture 
with the kn ight on fG . 

12.�xg6 
I 2 .h4 f5 u.�g3 :§f7 1 4 . h5  lligf8+ favours 

Black. One noteworthy game cont inued: 

1 2  . . .  fxg6! 
Once aga in ,  it is worth sacrific ing the eG­

pawn to avoid Whi te's arrack. 

13.\Wxe6t :§f7 14.0-0 
14 .�e8'1' :§f8 1 5 .�eGt leads to a perpetual 

and has occurred in several games. 

14 . . .  dxc3 1 5 .�d6 
I 5 .�Ve8 '!" :§f8 16 .�eGt m ight once aga in  

lead to perpetual check. 111 i s  actual ly seems to 
be Whi te's best conti nuation .  

IS  .. . llif8N 
1 5  . . .  lll c5 1 6 .�xd5 .\li,e6 1 7 .�d4 was about 

equal in Friedel - Shu lman ,  Sai n t  Lou i s  2009. 

'The  text move has al ready been suggested by 
Warson .  By choos ing the f8-square for the 
kn ight ins tead of c5 ,  Black keeps the d5-pawn 
defended wh i l e  s t i l l  p lan n ing to deploy the 
kn ight on eG in the near fu ture . 

1 6 .llid4? !  1"ld7! 1 7 .�b4 �xb4 1 8 .axb4 1"lc7 
l 9 .1"la5 1"lc4 20.1"lxd5 llie6+ 

1 6.1"\ad l .\li,g4 1 7 .1"lxd5 �a4 1 8.llixc3 �xc2 
l 9.Wfb4 llie6t 

16  ..•. \li,g4 17.llid4 �b6 1 8.�xb6 axb6 
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19.:!1i.d6 �a4 20.�b4 CLJe6 
Black maintains at least equal chances . 

B5) 10"W,d2 

Th is move has a different strategy in  mind .  
Instead of playing t()r a d i rect a ttack, White 
aims for active p iece play and i ntends to place 
his strong dark-squared bishop on b4. 

10 ... dxc3 1Uhc3 
I I .CLJxc3 ?! is inaccurate, and I found a strong 

improvement over the game Kosar - Zelenka, 
email  2004 . l l . . . 4Jd7!N Th is looks l ike a good 
novelty, with the possible conti nuation :  l 2.f4 
(12.t2Jb5 \WbG+) 

a b c d e f g h 

12 . . . \WdS! Defending against a poss ible double 
attack against h7 and e7, which could occur 
afrer .�.xh7t fol lowed by \Wh4t .  'The queen 

also avoids the X-ray <lttent ion of  the bishop 
on d2 .  13 .0-0 ( l  3.\Wh3 f5+) l 3 . . .  CLJc5+ Black 
has consol idated and remains a pawn up. 

u ... Wfc7 
1 1. . . \WdS ! ?  is also i nt eresti ng: 1 2.0-0 CLJbc6 

13 .�ad 1 tlJgG 

Z'/Y � "'' �� s j;}tr.A,•,- __ ,}�*1' 7 r� • � • • r� • 
6 ,. , , . /..,, , 

_,.•,--•,, ·"m 
sm -·�� m 

:��wA.•r 
2 m ci mqj� ci � �-"� � ([/� � p� • � -� 

a b c d e f g h 

12"\li',b4! 
White should make activat ing this bishop 

h is top priori ty, mainly to p revent the 
development of  the enemy knight to d7.  
The importance of  this point is shown in  the 
following two variat ions:  
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12.0-0 occurred in Macicja - Vysoch in, 
Warsaw 20 I 0, and now after 12 . . .  l/_Jd7!N 
Blacl('s chances arc higher, for instance: 
l 3 .\Wh 5 ( 13 .f4 l/_Jc5+) 1 3  . . .  l/_JgG l 4 . . �,d4 
(14.f4l/_Jc5+) 14 . . . l/_Jc5+ 

l 2.h4 l/_JbcG+ was promising for Black in 
Gabrielsen - Djurhuus, Asker 2000. However, 
12 . . .  l/_Jd7!N would have been even better, 
when apart from attacking the c5-pawn, Black 
also prepares . . .f5 or a knight jump to c5 to 
exchange the bishop on d3 . 

13 .. �d61.Wa5t 14.d f5= 
'I11e position was dynamically balanced 111 

Berg -Sorensen, Denmark 2007. 

Conclusion 
8 . .ll!,d3 ! ?  is a playable option for White, bur 
the active reply 8 . . .  \Wa5! enables Black to 

make full use of rhc 7 .. . cxd4 move order. ll1e 
critical position arises after 9.lt:Jc2 0-0 when 
White has tried several different paths. Black 
must take care against the direct attacking 
attempts, but in many lines the development 
of the queen's knight to d7 is the key, planning 
. .  .f5 followed by recapturing on fG with the 
knigh t. In theoretical terms I sec no problems 
for Black in any of the lines examined here. 



Poisoned Pawn 
a b c d c f g h  

8.�xg7 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.ltJc3 �b4 4.eS c5 5.a3 �xc3t 6.bxc3 ltJe7 7.1&g4 cxd4 

8.1&xg7 E:g8 9.11Nxh7 1&c7 1 0.E:b l !? 1&xe5t 1 I .lDe2 

A) 12.�f4 
B) 1 2.h4 d4 

B I )  13 .hS 
B2) 1 3.�f4 

A) after 12 . . �.fLi 

a b c d c f g h  
12 . .. V,\lfo!N 

1 1  ... dxd 

BI) afcer 14.hG 

a b c d c f g h 
14 ... E\gG!N 

B2) after I 8.hxg5 

a b c d c f g h 
18 . . .ltle7!N 

27 
28 
28 
29 
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1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.ltlc3 ilb4 4.eS cS 5.a3 
i?.xc3t 6.bxc3 ltle7 7.\Wg4 cxd4 8.\Wxg7 

a b c d e f g h 

Taking the g-pawn is the critical path, and 
indeed the main reason for putting the queen 
on g4 on the previous move. 

8 .•. �g8 9.°1Wxh7 
'I11ere is no sense in passing up the chance to 

take a second pawn on the kingside. 

9 . . . \Wc7 
'The usual move, hitting c3 and e5. 

In this short chapter I will concentrate on a 
few of White's rare I Orh moves. 

1 O.'itid I is a significant option which can be 
found in Chapters 4 and 5. 

I O.ltle2 is the main line by far. Coverage of 
this move begins in Chapter 6 on page 64. 

1 0.�b l !? 
Aside from the two moves mentioned above, 

this is the only option worth analysing as a 
main line. Most other moves arc obviously 
inferior and can be dealt with quickly. Here 
are a few brief examples: 

1 o .. lll.b5'1? ,\ll.d7 11 .. �.xd?t ltlxd7 l 2.ltle2 dxc3+ 
makes no sense for White. 'll1e bad French 

bishop has been swapped off, and Black's 
development has been quickened. 

I O.,\ll.d2 looks strange bur is not such a bad 
move. 10 ... '1Wxe5i' (10 ... dxc3 I L\ll.f4 ltlbc6 
l 2.ltlf3 .\ll.d7 is similar to variation B4 of 
Chapter 4, bur White might be able to benefit 
from having avoided moving his king to cl I . ) 
l l .ltle2 dxc3N (Improving over 1 l ... ltlbc6? 
Bradler - Lick, Borkum 2004, after which 
l 2.cxd4N lllxd4 13j,l,c3 \Wf5 l 4.\Wxf5 ltldxf5 
l 5.h4! favours White.) 12 .. ll!.f4 ( l 2..\ll.xc3 
\Wc7=) 12 .. . \Wf6 13.h4 �h8 14 .. �.g5 '1Wxf2'!' 
l 55t?xf2 £\xh 7 16.ltlxc3 f6! Black's strong 
centre gives him at least equal chances. 

I 0.1Wd3 has been played quite a few times, bur 
after I O ... lt.lf xe5'l' l l .ltle2 dxc3 we immediately 
transpose to a position reached later under the 
move order I O.ltle2 dxc3 l J .\Wd3 \Wxe5 - sec 
variation B of Chapter 6 on page 69. 

Although this move has been known since 
1975, it was a game Morozevich in 2011 
that breathed new life into it. That being 
said, there are still very few games played in 
the database, so it is hard to make any serious 
judgement from them. 

10  . . .  \WxeSt 
10 ... °1Wxc3'1'? transposes to an old Botvinnik 
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game. (At that t ime the theory of the Poisoned 
Pawn was in i ts i nfancy, and on the previous 
move the Patriarch chose 9 ... \Wa5 ?  instead 
of 9 . . . \Wc7, so he did not have the option to 
capture on e5 as in our  main l ine.) l l . .lll.d2 
'fie? ( l  1. . .V�xa3 12.ctJf3±) This was Alexander 
- Botvinn ik,  Bri tain - USSR (Radio match) 
1946, and here l 2 .ctJf3N would have been 
better for White .  

11. ctJ e2 clxc3 
Now it makes sense to consider A) 1 2  . .lll.f4 

J.nd B) 12.h4. 

A) 12  . .lll,f4 

a b c d e f g h 

12 ... \Wf6!N 
Th is improvement has also been men tioned 

by \'V'atson and Vit iugov. 

12 . . .  \Wf5?! l 3.\Wxf5 ctJxf5 l 4 .ctJxc3 ;!; gave 
\Vhi te a favourable endgame in Eckert -
Becker, Bri lon 1993, thanks to his  bishop pai r, 
anive pieces and dangerous passed h-pawn . 

13.h4 gh8!? 
I prefer this over 13 . .. ctJd7 14 .. �,g5 \We5 

15.:Che7 El:h8 l 6 .. \id6 El:xh7 1 7  . .  \li.xe5 ctJxe5 
18.!Llxc3 . Here both l 8 ... <J:?e7 = (Watson) 
ind l 8 . .  . f5= (Vi tiugov) look fine for Black, 
,1lthough the line was not completely forced. 

a b c d e f g h 

14.\Wd3! ?  
White gives up the  important h-pawn in  

order to consolidate in  other areas. 

"Il1e alternative is :  14 . .lll,g5 \Wxf2-j'! l 5.©xf2 
El:xh7 16.ctJxd 

16 ... f6! 
An important move which takes control over 

the dark squares and gives Black a sol id posi t ion 
with an extra pawn.  Whi te nonetheless has 
compensation due to h is  piece activity, passed 
h-pawn and bishop pair, so I would evaluate 
the chances as roughly equal .  

14 . . .  El:xh4 1 5.EI:xh4 
1 5  . .Jll.e5 ?! \Wh6 1 6 .EI:xh4 \Wxh4+ does not  

he lp White .  

1 5  . . .  \Wxh4 16.\Wxc3 
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a b c d e f g h 

1 6  . . .  lDd7! 
Not for the last time, we see the knight 

making good use of the d7-square. Although 
it blocks the development of the queenside 
pieces for the time being, the knight fulfils the 
important duty of controlling f6, and can drop 
back to f8 when necessary to come to the rescue 
of the king. The position is in a state of dynamic 
balance where White's better development and 
pair of bishops should compensate for the 
pawn deficit. Still, a pawn is a pawn and Black 
also has a strong centre, so I would take the 
black pieces if given the choice. 

B) 1 2.h4 

a b c d e f g h 

111is was the choice of Morozevich.  

1 2  . . .  d4 
I 2 . . . lDbc6N could be considered, although 

it has the practical disadvantage that after 
I 3.�f4 \Wf6 (l 3 . . .  °1Wf5 1 4 . \Wxf5 lDxf5 
1 5 .lDxd±) 14.�g5 °1We5 White can choose 
between repeating the position and continuing 
the figh t  with 1 5 ..lhe7 or 1 5 . f4!?. 

Guarding the d-pawn is more challenging. 
Now White can choose between B I )  1 3.h5 
and B2) 13 .. ll!J4. 

B I )  1 3.h5 

'This was the move that Morozevich used 
to defeat Vitiugov, but Black has a strong 
improvement available. 

13 ... lDbc6 14.h6 !3:g6!N 
'l11is move stalemates the queen on h7 and 

paralyses White's position to a large extenc .  
·n1e game concinued 1 4  . .  .f5 15JH4 \Wf6 

16 .lDg3 \1Hh8 1 7.°IWxhS !3:xh8 with a double­
edged position, Morozevich - Vitiugov, St 
Peters burg 20 I 1. 

1 5  . . .  b6 1 6.!3:g3 ,\li,a6 17.!3:xg6 fxg6 1 8.«�»f4 
\Wf6 19  .. lll,g3 
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(27 . f4!N;t would have kept Black under 
pressure . )  27 . . .  e5  28 .iig3 llle6 29 .©g4 lll c5 
30 . . �f5 lll a4 Y2-Y2 Fi rat - Sh imanov, Athens 
20 1 2 . I n  the fi nal pos i t ion B lack is sol i d  and 
i t  is hard for Wh ite to create winn i ng chances, 
a lthough he could sti l l  have tried for a few 
more moves. 

19.©fl 
1 9 .Ei:h? is met by l 9 . . .  iif8= i nt end ing 

. . .  iig8 . 

1 9  . . .  b6 

�P.-s!� 
6 % - - - %mlm,_•%m �m s m m �"' 4 �.�_-. ,. 3 W/j�W/f; . , . %mr:� � 
2 '  '11't!1�!1�!1 
mlm �m'Jrmt 

a b c d e f g h 

20.Ei:h7 
20.Ei:h8 .�,b7 2 l .Ei:xa8 .�,xa8 is dynamical ly 

balanced. B lack has two pawns for the 
exchange and a strong cen tre. 

20 ... eS 21 .g6 �e6 22.�h3 Ei:f8 23.Ei:gl iif6 
24.gxf7 llld8! 25.Ei:g8 Ei:xf7 26.Ei:xf7t lllxf7 

Black has two pawns, active pieces and 
dangerous cent ra l  pawns which fu l ly 
compensate for  Whi te's extra exchange. On  the 
other hand Whi te's rook is extremely active, so 
overa l l  the chances are balanced and a draw is 
the most l i kely outcome. I have provided some 
sample l i nes to show how this  may occur .  

a b c d e f g h 

27.Ei:a8 
27. f4 lll 7d6 28.Ei:f8i' iie7 29 .Ei:a8 iif6 

30 .Ei:xa? (30 .Ei:fs-!'=) 30 . . .  llle4 '! 3 l .'tt>f3 llld2t 
32. \t>f2 llle4 i' = A perpetual check should 
ensue, as go ing a step too far i n  the wi nn ing 
attempts m ight eas i ly cost a fu l l  po int  for  
White .  

27 . . .  lllgS 28.�g4 lll e3! 29.�xe6 'tt>xe6 
30.4Jxc3 lll h3t 3 1 .©e2 lllf4t 32.©fl lllxc2!?  

32 . . .  4J h3t= 

33.lllb l  aS 34.Ei:cS 4Jd3t 35.©e2 lll f4t 
36.©fl= 

White should take the draw, as 36.©d2 
4Je3t is certa in ly not advan tageous for h im .  

Conclusion 
We have begun the main part of our 
invest igat ion in to the Poisoned Pawn j ungle, 
which occurs after 8 .VHxg7 Ei:g8 9 .iWxh7 
VHc7. ll1e reply I O .Ei:b I ! ? is unusual , but i t  
seems fu l ly  playable ,  a nd  many l i nes resu l t  
i n  a dynam ic balance between Black's extra 
pawn and Wh i te's pos i t ional trumps such as 
the bishop pair and passed h-pawn.  Variat ion 
B2 i s  the most cr it ical l i ne, but I found an 
important improvement wh ich assu res Black 
of a good game. 



Poisoned Pawn 
a b c d c f g h 

10.@dl 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3 .ClJc3 �b4 4.eS cS S.a3 �xc3t 6.bxc3 ClJ e7 

7.1.Mfg4 cxd4 8.Wfxg7 �g8 9.Wfxh7 Wfc7 1 0.Wdl 

A) 1 1 .f4 �d7 
Al)  1 2.Wf d3?! 
A2) 1 2.ClJf3 0-0-0 

A2 1 )  1 3.cxd4?? 
A22) 1 3.Wf d3 

B) l 1 .ClJ f3 dxc3 
B l )  1 2.h4 
B2) 1 2.�gS 
B3) 1 2.�hl �d7 

B3 1 )  13 .�gS 
B32) 13 .ClJgS 

B4) 1 2.�f4 W/b6! 
B41 )  13 .�g3 
B42) 13 .Wel  
B43) 13 .�e3 

A l )  afrcr 13 .VHxd 

a b c d c f g h  

13  . . .  d4!N  

10 . . .  t2J bc6 

B4 l )  ali:c.:r 19 .�b I B42) afrc.:r l 7.%Yh4 

a h c d c f g h  a b c d c f g h  
l 9 . . .  \¥1a2!N 17 . . .  c5 !N 

32 
32 
33 
33 
34 
36 
37 
38 
39 
39 
40 
41 
41 
42 
43 
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1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.l2ic3 .�,b4 4.c5 c5 5.a3 
.�,xc3t 6.bxc3 l2ie7 7.\Wg4 cxd4 8.\Wxg7 E:g8 
9.11'!fxh7 \Wc7 10.'itidl 

Th is i nt erest ing move deserves ser ious 
attent ion .  Whi te moves the king away from i ts 
exposed pos i t ion on  e I and p lans  a more act ive 
deve lopment  of h i s  kn ight to f3 , i nstead of e2 
as in the ma in  l i ne.  

10  . . .  l2ibc6 
"TI1e most dynam ic move, keep ing the centra l 

tens ion and a im ing  fo r quick deve lopment .  I 
i nvest igated 1 0  . . .  llld7 and 1 o . . .  dxc3 as wel l ,  
but  for reasons that I wi l l  not  g o  i n to here ,  I 
was l ess sat isfied wi th those moves, a l though 
the l a tter cou ld  eas i ly  end up transpos ing to 
our main l i nes after a subsequent . . .  tllbc6. 

Fro m  th is  pos i tion  we w i l l  begi n by ana lys i ng  
A) l 1 .f4 before i n t roduci ng the ma in  l i n e  of  
B) I I .l2if3.  

Alternatives a re  rare and w i l l  usua l ly transpose 
to one of  the l l . ltJ f3 l i nes .  Here are two 

1 1  . .  �f4 occurred in Fass - Langer, corr. 1 976, 
and now the s imp le  l 1 . . .  dxc3N leaves Whi te 
wi th noth i ng  better than J 2 . l2i f3 , which once 
agai n t ransposes to a la ter  va r iat ion - see 
I J .l2i f3 dxc3 1 2  . . �J4 begi n n ing  on page 4 1 .  

A) 1 1 .f4 

s ;im.tm•m i.m � -c;;, /" "; ;;; "/0, 
m 

: :.,p:-4 m �� �  � 
3 o ;;;;• �. "o� 
2 ' '�tlto'n ;;;• !n �� ��m��M 

a b c d e f g h 

1 I . . .i,l,d7 
r�rom here it is worth co ns ider ing the weak 

Al)  12.\Wd3?! fo l l owed by the more sens ib le  
A2) 12 .l2if3.  

Al )  12.iWd3?! 

Th is move genera l ly  does not co mbine  wel l 
with the k ing  on d I ,  as Wh i te is v i rtua l ly  a 
tempo  down compared to normal  Po isoned 
Pawn l i nes. Moreover, Wh i te w i l l  have to take 
extra care about a poss ib le  opening of the 
pos i t ion ,  espec ia l ly  the d-fi le .  

12 . . .  dxc3 1 3.iWxc3 
1 3 .l2i e2 reaches a normal  ma in  l i n e  pos i t ion 

where Whi te has  chosen the  b izarre '>1?d 1 move 
exam ples :  i n s tead of captur i ng  on  c3 or  pus h i ng the 

h-pawn.  l 3 . . .  d4!  l ooks l i ke the best answer, 
1 1 .E:b l ibd7 l 2 .l2i f3 dxc3 has occurred a few wi th exce l lent  chances for  B lack. 
ti mes; th i s  pos i t ion  can be found analysed 
under the move o rder ! 1 .l2i f3 dxc3 1 2 .E:b l 
.i11,d7 - see var iat ion B3 on page 39 .  

After the text move B lack can improve on the  
game Kobylka - Fa lout ,  Brno 1 987 .  
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8 1�: ,.��i· 
: :11+11:-4 �.�. ,.�. 
3 �-� ;- - , ,� • � 
2 f/JinJ:.�.!. 

�m �@���:g 
,, , , , , ,,,, '' """ � ;,,., , , , , ,  

a b c d e f g h 

13  . . .  d4!N 
'fl1 is move is mentioned by Watson and is 

also the computer's top choice. I have added 
some sample l ines below. 

14.\Wc4 
1 4 . \Wd3 llif5 is clearly better for Black, who 

has excel lent piece coordinat ion.  

1 4 .\Wc5 llif5 15 .llif3 :Sc8 16 .:Sbl b6 1 7 . \Wc4 
gives Black a pleasant choice between swapping 
queens with l 7 . . .  lli ce7 and keeping them on 
with l 7 . . .  \Wb7,  wi th  excel lent chances i n  both 
cases . 

14 . . .  \Wb6 15.llif3 
l 5 . \Wb3 \Wc5 16 .\Wc4 \Wxc4 l 7 . . �xc4 :Sxg2+ 

15 ... :ScS 16.�d2 lli f5:? 
Black has an active posmon with good 

chances to develop an attack against the white 
king. 

Al) 12.llif3 0-0-0 

From here we wi l l  begin by refuting the 
disastrous Al l )  13.cxd4?? before moving on 
ro the sane alternative A22) 13.\Wd3. 

Al l )  13.cxd4?? 

Th is is a huge mistake which , strictly 
speaking, loses by force. "I110ugh you are 
un l ikely to face i t ,  i t  is worrh famil iarizing 
yoursel f  with the refuration,  just  in  case one of 
your opponents unwittingly fol lows this path. 

13 . . .  llif5! 
Blocking the queen's escape route. White 

is unable to rescue her without making final 
concessions elsewhere. 

14.llig5 
l 4.c3?  loses immediately to 14 . . .  :ShS 

l 5 .\Wxf7 llicxd4! as pointed out by Watson .  

14.�d2N docs not he lp  ei ther: 14 . .. :ShS 
15 .\Wxf7 E\df8 1 6 .\Wg6 .13fg8 17 .\Wf6 ( 17 .\Wf7 
llids 18 .iWfG :Sh6-+) l 7 . . . .l3h6 l 8 .Wf7 
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[l;xg4 20 .ctJg5 Wh8 !  Now . . .  ctJ d 8  is the p l an .  
2 1 .�.b4 [l;xh2  22 .[l;xh2 iVxh2-+ Wh i te has 
saved his queen, but in the p rocess he has 
a l lowed Black to bu i ld  up a wi n n ing  attack. 

8 m•�-1 m:im 7 r1 • �.t.m • m� 
6 m'SJm• m . m s m m .t. U'SJW 
4 � • • •  11!! 3 .11!!. '•" "•� 
2

" ,.�.�-lS"li! �� �@m1LmM 
a b c d e f g h 

I4  . . .  ctJcxd4 I S  .. �d3 Wc3 I 6.[l;a2 sh4 
'Th i s  t ime Black is not p laying to trap 

the enemy queen ,  but rather to exp lo i t  her 
m isp lacement by execut ing a d i rect a ttack on 
the wh i te monarch . 

17 . . llxfS 
1 7  .Wh3 [l;h S-+ 

17  .. . exfS 18 .. \ll.d2 .lkxc2t 19.Wel iWd3 
Wh ite could have res igned here, but  he 

struggled on for a few more moves . 

20.[l;xc2t ctJxc2t 2 1 .Wdl ctJd4 22.[l;gl Wbl t 
23 .. �cl Wc2t 24.Wel  We2# 

Baiocch i - Nicol i n i ,  Ita ly 1 969 .  Accord ing  
to  my database nobody has  s i nce repeated 
l 3 . cxd4? ? ,  and wi th good reason . 

A22) 13 .Wd3 

8 m.•. ·· �-1 m:im 
� JW�,,, /'/ /, "//,;; � : ��,:wr,��. s m m .t. D  m 

4 m � � m 3 •
�•v•�-� 

2 m b� m br� �� �@m1LmM 
a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . . .  dxc3 
Now Black threatens to p lay . . .  d4, secu ri n g  a 

strong pawn centre wh ich wi l l  a lso restr ict the 
movement of Wh i te's p ieces. 

I 4.i�lxc3 
1 4 .ctJgS ?  [l;xg5 !  l 5 . fxg5 occurred in  

Vuk m i rovic - G rkovic ,  Belgrade 2003 .  At 
th is po int ,  rather than captu ri ng the e5-pawn 
i m med iately, Black could have obta ined a 
fantast ic pos i t ion with :  l 5 . . .  d4 !N 

a b c d e f g h 
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Whi te's extra exchange is of l i ttle use here 
while Black's m inor pieces are full of l ife .  
Black wi l l  soon grab the  e5 -pawn, after which 
his  central pawns are l ikely tO lead tO vicrory. 
Some possible scenarios are: I G . .l!IJ4 ( I  G.W c4 
lDgG+; J G .me ! .�k8!+ is a n ice l i t t le move ro 
activate the rook along the d-file. ) 1 6  . . .  llJgG 
l 7.Wg3 lDcxe5 l 8 .ftxe5 llJ xe5  l 9 .:�.d3 Wc5 
Black has a powerful ,  cont inuing in it iat ive and 
I doubt  that  Whi te's posit ion can be saved . 

14 . . .  d4 1 5 .WcS 
The other queen move is  no better: 

1 5 .Wc4 llJd5 I G .ftd2 
Vasiukov - Krasnov, Cheboksary 1 960. 

Here Black can improve with: 
1 6  . . .  llJ bGN 

As sugges ted by  Watson .  Here are some 
illustrative li nes: 

I 7.Wd3 
l 7.Wc5? lD a4+ 
l 7.Wb3 lDe7+ intending . . .  llJ ed5 and/or 
. . .  il.a4.  

l 7 . . .  llJe7! 
Black has a strong in i tiat ive and i t  is hard 
for White to create counterplay. It should be 
noted that the d4-pawn is entire ly poisonous: 

l 8 .lDxd4? 
-[h is greedy move would play in to Black's 
hand, as i t  opens up X-ray attacks towards 
Whi te's king and queen. There might follow: 

1 8  . . .  ftcG 1 9 .lDxcG 

After 1 9 .:El:g l lD f5 20 .c3 :9:d7-+ the pressure 
on the d-file wil l  soon rum out to be more 
than the white posit ion can bear. 

1 9  . . .  :9:xd3 20 .lDxe?i" Wxe7 2 1 .cxd3 'it>b8 
"1l1e material balance is close, but  Whi te's 

vulnerable king is l ikely to be the deciding 
factor. 

I G. llJ xd4?? loses on the spot: I G . . .  llJ xd4 
1 7 .Wlxcli" ( 1 7 .Wxd4 lD c3i" 1 8 .'itie i .\ll.b5  
l 9 .Wxa7 :El:d I '!" 20.'itif2 .\11.xfl 2 1 .:El:xfl llJe4"1" 
22 .mg l :El:xfl t 23.'itixfl Wc4i" 24.mg I \We2-+) 
1 7  . . .  mxc7 1 8 .ftd2 fta4 1 9 .:El:a2 llJ b 5  20.'itie ! 
lD bc3 2 1.Elb2 Black is a p iece up and can win 
almost any way he chooses, bur  he found a 
nice way to end i t  by targeting Whi te's b ishop 
and rook: 
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2 1 . . . 0Je4 22 .c4 ct:'i dc3 23 .g3 ct:'i d l !  0- 1  
Ambrosio - Cast igl ion i ,  corr. I 970. 

Watson mentions the idea of I 6.�d2N f6! 
breaking up the centre, wh ich i ndeed looks 
promi s ing fo r Black. A plausible l ine is :  1 7. lifc I 
( I  7 .exf6 ct:'ixf6 is advan tageous for B lack, 
as Watson points out . )  I 7 . . . fxe5 I 8 .ctJxe5 
( I  8 . fxe5 .'.111,eS!+) 

a b c d e f g h 
l 8 . . .  ct:'i f6� Black's i n i t iat ive and safer king 
promise fu l l  compensat ion for the pawn 
deficit. ( 1 8  . . .  ct:'ixe5  1 9 .Wfxc?t lifxc7 20 .fxe5  
ic6� i s  another option . )  

a b c d e f g h 

16  . . .  f6 
Here too , open ing the centre offers Black ful l  

counterplay. I found one game on the  database 

where White soon blu ndered : 

17.id3 
I 7.exf6N ctJxf6 1 8 J�d3 .\1le800 

17  .•• ie8 18.exf6 .\1lh5 

a b c d e f g h 

1 9.liie2?? 
I 9.Elfl would have kept Wh i te in the game. 

19 . . .. �,xf3t 20.lifxf3 ctJe5t 
0- 1 Marder - Wi l lumsen , Copenhagen 2004. 

B) l 1 .ct:'if3 

a b c d e f g h 

1 1 . . .dxc3 
From th i s  pos i t ion Whi te's most popular 

and chal lenging move is I 2 .ctJg5 , and it  wil l  
receive ded icated coverage i n  the next chapter 
begi nn ing on page 45 .  
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In rhe remainder of rhe presenr chaprer 
we will consider four s idel ines :  Bl )  1 2.h4, 
B2) 12 . .  �gS , B3) 1 2.Elhl and B4) 12.if4. 

The darabase shows rhar several orher oprions 
have been resred, bur al l  of  rhem are clearly 
i nferior and l i kely to come unstuck afrer 
narural moves from Black. Here are a few brief 
examples: 

1 2 .Jl,b 5 ?  is bad for several reasons.  Black has 
always repl ied 1 2  . . .  id7 wirh a favourable 
pos i r ion,  bur even stronger is l 2 . . .  '1Wb6!N for 
instance: 1 3 J�.xc6t ( 1 3  . . �.fl '1Wxf2 is no fun 
ei ther.) l 3 . . .  bxc6-+ Black has ducats against  
both g2 and f2 , and rhe bishop wi l l  soon be 
deployed on a6. Whi te's s i tuation is al ready 
hopeless. 

l 2 . . �h6?! .�.d7 l 3 .lll g5?  occurred in Bodo -
E Porrisch, Hungary 1 969.  Now the s imple 
13 . . . lllxeS N  gives Black a big advanrage, for 
ins tance: l 4 . f4 f6 1 5  . fxe5 fxg5-+ 'foe e5-pawn 
will soon fall  and Black al ready has a won 
pos i t ion .  

l 2..�d3? !  .�.d7 ( I  general ly prefer rapid 
dcvelopmenr rather than picking up pawns; 
nevertheless l 2 . . .  Elxg2N+ is also favourable 
for Black.) l 3 . h4 0-0-0 l 4 .�g5 Malette -
Leriche, Montreal 2004. 

A poss ib le cont inuat ion is l 5 .'\Wh6 lll f5 
l 6 . . �xf5 exf5 1 7  .\Wd6 iWb6 1 8 .Elfl \Wb2 
1 9 .Elc l iWb5 20.Ele l Ele8+ with a great 
posit ion for Black. 

Bl )  12.h4 

13  . . . Elf8 14.f4 lll f5 1 5.id3 
I 5 .g4 leads nowhere for White: l 5 . . . lllg3 

1 6 .Elg l ll:lxfl 1 7 .Elxfl lll c!4+ Davies -
J .  Warson ,  Manchester 1 978 .  

After rhe  text move I found an improvemenr 
over Black's play in  Garnier  - Dubois ,  France 
1 993.  
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1 5  . . .  Wlb6!N 
With various attacking mot iE.  'TI1e primary 

th reat is . . .  Wif2 .  

1 6.fgeI lll cd4!? 
1 6  . . .  Wff2 1 7  . . \ll.xf5 exf5 1 8  .. lke3 V=1fxg2 may 

wel l  be good for Black as wel l ,  but the text 
move looks even more tempt i ng. 

17.a4 
Guard ing against the deadly  threats of . . . . �a4 

and . . . . \¥,b5 .  
1 7 .g4 meets with a crush i ng refutation :  

a b c d e f g h 
I 7 . . .  lll xc2! 1 8 .gxf5 (or I 8 . .\¥,xc2 .\¥,b5 !-+ 
i ntend ing . . .  Wid4"!) 1 8  . . .  lll xa I 1 9 . fxeG fxe6-+ 

17 ... lllxc2! 1 8.ixc2 Wff2 
Whi te is in serious trouble due to the absence 

of his queen from the ma in  battleground .  One 
instructive l i ne i s :  

19.g4? fgc8! !  20.gxfS fgc4 
White is defenceless aga inst the th reat of 

. . .fgd4"!. 

B2) 12  .. �g5 

1 3  . .  �fG puts the bishop on a n ice square 
but costs valuable t ime:  1 3  . . .  �fb6 1 4 .�e 1 
( 1 4 .lllg5? ?  gxg5 1 5 .ixg5 Wfd4"! \ 6  .. '!¥.d3 [or 
1 6 .�c l Wfxe5 1 7 .iWh 5  0-0-0 1 8  . .  \ke2 fgh8 
1 9 .Wfg4 fgg8 20.h4 f6-+] \6 . . .  Wfg4"!' 1 7 .�e l 
iWxg5-+ Rozsa - Gostisa, Yugoslavia 1 980 . )  
1 4  . . .  0-0-0+ I n  the  fol lowing game Whi te's 
s i tuat ion qu ickly deteriorated : 
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13 . . .  Wb6! This is a logical move, raking control  over 
'1l1is is a rhemaric way for Black ro acrivare the b-fi le and prevenr ing . . .  Wb6. 

rhe queen in  this l ine .  

14.mel Wb2 1 5 .l'i:dl 0-0-0 16.l&d3 Wxa3 
17.:r;;:b l  

1 8  . . .  CLJxe5� 
Black had more than enough compensation 

for the sacrificed exchange in Speice - Staszko, 
Pardub icc 1 996.  

B3) 12.:r;;:b l  

1 2  . . .  �d7 
Now it i s  worth considering B31 )  13 .�gS 

and B32) 13.CLJg5 . 

B3 1 )  13  .. �Lg5 0-0-0 14.Wd3 

8 m.�.�� m/1• 
1 W i �.i.� i m 
6 �"·-·�4-=­
: ·��-�. 3 � r.tvmttJm 
2 � £) � � [) r� � � /: . . . .  /, /, . . . .  /. 

1 m M m@m�m M  
a b c d e f g h 

14  . . .  l'i:xgS! 
Not for the fi rst t ime, this typical sacrifice 

works wel l .  

1 5.CL'ixg5 CLJxe5 16.Wd4 
Here I found a useful  improvement .  

16 . . .  f6!N 
1 6  . . .  �bS offered Black ful l  compensation in 

Necu la - Newman, email 1 999 ,  but  the text 
move is stronger. 

17.CL'ih7!? 
l 7 .CLJf3 �b8 is excel lent for Black. 'Il1e 

text move is an i n terest ing attempt to stir up 
trouble, but here too the second player has 
more than enough resources . 

17  . . .  CLJ 5c6 18.'tt-Yxf6 
I 8 .Wxc3 ? d4 l 9 .Wg3 ( l  9 .Wd2 CL'i cl5+) 

l 9 . . .  CLJe5+ intendi ng . . .  d3.  
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18 • . .  e5 1 9.CLlg5 lllg8! 20.\Wh8 
20.�Vg6 lll d4+ 

20 . . .  \Wd6:+ 
Black has an excel lent pos i t ion .  It is worth 

point i ng out the unsurpri s ing fact that Wh i te 
cannot grab fu rther materia l :  

B32) 13 .lllg5 

'Th is can be compared with the main l i ne 
wi th 1 2 .lll gS ,  as found i n  the next chapter. 
However, the inclus ion of 1 2 .Ei:b 1 .lkd7 leads 
to some important  d ifferences. 

13 . . .  lllxe5 I 4.i?,f4 
By contrast to the next chapter, l 4 . f4? 

is not a val id opt ion here due to 1 4  . . .  ElxgS 
1 5 .fXgS 0-0-0+ as seen i n  Makepeace -
G .  Smith ,  Great Yarmouth 2007. 'lhe i nc lus ion 
of the . . . . \l!.d7 move clearly favours B lack, who 
has more than enough compensation fo r the 
sacri ficed materia l i n  view of h i s  development 
advantage, strong pawn centre and safer k ing. 

14 . . . l¥f c5 l 5 .. \l!.xc5 l':lxg5 

s ,i m m*m m 1 mim.t� 1. mv 
6 ,, _  · · "'m 

�m»i . . m �m 
s m  � · � �� 4 �-? . . -�r1-- - - �m�- - - �m 

�-% �-� m m 
� 8J:.��!� mlml•J£•i 

a b c d e f � h 

16.\Wh4!N 
White needs to improve on l 6 . f4? !  as played 

in E. Muel ler - Skorna, corr. 1 978 .  Now 
1 6  . . .  l':lg8 !N looks best when after 1 7  .l':lxb 7 
Wfxa3 1 8 .l':lb I .�,c6+ Black is s l igh tly better. 

I 6 . . .  :il'.g8 l 7J':lxb7 
l 7.l':lb3 lll f5+ 

17  . . .  d4!? 
Not the only playable move, but the most 

forcing. 

1 7  . . .  �fxa3! ?  is one val id al ternative; Black could 
a l so keep the tens ion wi th 1 7  . . .  :t':lcS, lead i ng to 

a dynam ic but  approximately equal pos i t ion .  

1 8.�Wxd4 \Wxd4t 19  . .  �,xd4 .�.c6 20.l':lb4 a5 
21 .Ei:c4 :t':ld8 22.11?cl .\11.b5 
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23 . . .  .1l.xc4 24 . .\il.xc4 fi:xg2= 
The endgame is balanced, though far from 

a certain draw. Whi te wi l l  have two pawns 
for the exchange (after captur ing  on a5) and 
a s trong pair of b ishops, but al l  of  his pawns 
are isolated . 

B4) 1 2.if4 

8 Am.tm�mAm 7 W� i �  � i B"if 
6 ,,, /,m/'i�fi m 0m s m  �, , � -4 �-�. ,��� 3 w� ww�����{QS�� 

% . . . .  % L.% �i?J, � 
2 _m b n  � b �  �� m@m�mM 

a b c d e f g h 

This is by far the most popular of the 
alrernatives p resented in  this chapter. 
However, i t  has seldom been seen in recen t  
years , especial ly at h igh levels .  

1 2  •• .1.1%6! 
Not only anacking f2 but  also i ntending 

to invade with . . .  Wb2. There are three main 
repl ies worth considering: B41 )  1 3.&l.g3, B42) 
13.©el and B43) 13 .. \ll,e3 . 

B41 )  13 .&l.g3 Wb2 14.fi:cl Wxa3 1 5.h4 

1 5  .�.d3 ctJ b4 is good for Black. 

15 . . .  .1l.d7 1 6.CZJg5 0-0-0! 
'll1 is type of minor sacrifice should be second 

nature to a Poisoned Pawn player. Rather than 
defend passively with . . .  fi:f8, Black completes 
his development and i nt ends ro ut i l ize the 
open f-fi le  after Whi te captures on f7 .  

17.ctJxf7 fi:df8 1 8.ctJd6t ©b8 19.fi:bl 
I 9 .. �.d3 Wc5 20 .i'�h6 CZJ b4 al ready leaves 

Whi te wi thout a good defence. 

'The text move was seen i n  Schuermans -
Webster, G uernsey 1 989 .  Black al ready has a 
great pos i t ion,  and here the most convincing 
route to victory would have been :  

19 . . .  i'�a2!N 20.fi:cl 
20.fi:xb?t ©a8 2 I .Wd3 (2 1 .Wh6 CZJ f5 

22 .ctJxf5 ©xb7-+) 2 1 . . .Wa H 22.©e2 ctJf5 is 
crush ing. 

20 . . .  Wb2 
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A smal l  p rophylactic move, guard i ng the 
c3-pawn so that a fu ture 'Wd3 can be met by 
the deadly reply . . .  l/:l b4 .  Whi te is defenceless 
aga inst Black's huge i n i t iat ive .  One poss ible 
fi n ish i s :  

2 I .[i'.h3 

B42) 1 3.Wel 

s 1.mAm•a1.m 
7 � , m �r-� 
6 

% . %� �� �- . . .  :� �--� 
s R 'a!i&��� 4 �-�•" '�-
3 �  %� �m,�m � 
2 ' 'Rt•�rJ!rJ r � � (/D,'{ + �'- .% �� � ���� M  

a b c d e f g h 

Moving the k ing from e 1 to d 1 and back 
with i n  a short t ime does not i nsp i re confidence, 
and Black eas i ly develops a strong i n i t iat ive. 

1 3  .. .. 1J,d7 14.4:lg5 

l 4 .'Wd3 occurred i n  Johnson - Burn, 
corr. 1 99 1 . Black has a few good rep l ies, but 
strongest i s :  1 4  . . .  [i'.g4 !N 1 5  . .\ll,e3 ( 1 5 .�g3 ? 
4:ld4-+; l 5 .g3 4:lg6+) 1 5  . . .  d4 1 6 Jkc l 'Wa5+ 

l 4 .. . 4:lxe5 l 5 .. \11,xe5 
Another d isaster for Wh i te occurred after 

1 5 .h4  'Wd4! 1 6  . . \11,e3 �fa4 l 7 . f4 ? !  0-0-0! 
1 8 . fxe5 l/:l f5 when , desp i te the extra p iece, 
h is pos i t ion was on the verge of col lapse in 
Runowiecki - Wiacek, Poland 1 998 .  

1 5  . . .  [i'.xg5 16 .. \l!J6 �g6 17.i�fh4 
Watson mentions 1 7  . .111.xd [i'.c8 1 8 . h4  [i'.g8 

l 9 .'Wd3 'Wc7 20 . .\1;:,b2 �g4 when Black has a 
clear advantage. 

The tex t move was p layed i n  Jansson -
Botteri l l ,  London 1 979, and here I found a 
strong improvement for Black. 

1 8  .. . 0-0-0 19.iWd4 
After 1 9 .�,e2 Ele8-+ Wh i te has no answer to 

the deadly th reats a long the e-fi le .  

I a lso analysed the fol lowi ng l ine which 
conta ins  a n ice fi n ish :  I 9 .�xc3 d4 20 Jkb4 (or 
20 .'Wxd4 �e64" 2 1 ..\1!.e2 �xe2"!"-+) 20 . . . 4J d5  
2 i ..\1!,d3 Ei'.xg2 22 .  Wfl 
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19  . . .  We6 20.Wxc3t l2:\c6 2 1 .f4 f6 22.f5 Wxf5 
23 .. lil.g3 geSt 24.�dl  

24 .. \li.e2 Wh5-+ 

24 ... d4 25.Wf3 Wes 26.Wf4 l2:\e5-+ 
Black has an overwhel ming pos i t ion and 

Wh i te wi l l  soon col lapse. 

B43) 13  .. lit,e3 

"rh is seems to be the best chance, al though 
Whi te will s t i l l  be fighting for equal i ty. 

1 3  . . .  \�b2 14.:gcl Wxa3 1 5.gb l b6 1 6.gb3 
1 6  . . lit.bS should be met by 1 6  . . . £1.b? when 

1 7 .gb3 Wa l t  I S .ill.c l d4 transposes ro the 
main l i ne below. 

1 6  . . .  Wal t  17 .. lil.cl d4 1 8.£1.bS £1.b? 
Here I found an improvement for White. 

8 :im m•� :i m  7 r1j_m � '  mVi 
6 m11Jm '• m 
s m�m t� m 
4 m - m m  3 m:a:fl mt:zJm 
2 •b m � b � 

;,, ,,� �;%, � � � �@� � '.a:  

a b c d e f g h 

19.tLlgS!N 
White was swiftly demol ished after: l 9 .:ga3? 

Wb 1 20.:gb3 Wa2 These rwo moves have helped 
Black, whose queen s tands better on a2 than 
a 1 .  The point is that a future ga3 wi l l  al low 
the black queen to take up an excel lent central 
post on d 5 ,  rather than forc ing it s ideways 
to b 1 .  2 1 . tLlgS gfS 22.WhS ?  A mis take in an 
unpleasant pos i t ion .  22 . . .  0-0-0 23 .We2 d3-+ 
Scheglmann - Pischner, corr. 1 990 .  

19  • . .  gxgS!? 
This move leads to colourfu l  tactics. Black is 

almost wi nn ing, but White has a narrow path 
to equal i ty. 

1 9  . . .  gfS is a good al ternative.  One instruc tive 
cont inuat ion is :  20 .ge I 0-0-0 2 1 . l2:\xf7? 
(Better is 2 J . . \ii,d3 with an  unclear game.)  
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2 l . . .  d3 !  22 .1i',xd3 Elxd3t 23 .Wxd3 Elxf7 24 .Ei'.a3 
Wb I 2 5 .Elxc3 lll f5 ! Wh i te has a s l ight  materia l  
advan tage, but  Black has a safer king and far 
better p iece coord i nat ion .  

20.Ela3 \Wb l 2 1 .Elb3 1.Wxb3! 
An attract ive w inn i ng attempt which 

narrowly fal ls  short .  Black can take an i nstan t  
d raw with 2 1 . . .  Wa l =  i f  he  wan ts i t .  

22.cxb3 Elxg2 23.tl,a3! 
Secur ing  j us t  enough cou nterp lay. 'T11e fi n ish  

m ight be: 

s ,i m m•m m 
7 �i.m � · �riV 
6 ' '.tli.t.. !if&. 
s m�m � m 4 m t1 m m  3 � b w m m 
2 , , ; , , . �mL . %m �w� lwfj •//Am;li . . %11� 

a b c d e f g h 

23 . . .  a6 24 .. �xc6t lllxc6 25.WhSt <;f;id7 
26.\Wf6 <;f;ies 27.Whst 

With perpetual check. 

Conclusion 
Th is chapter has i n troduced us to the qu i te 
popular  I O.<;f;id I lll bc6 l i ne .  l J . f4 is p layab le 
bu t  s low, and Black i s  at l east equal i n  the l i nes 
that fol low. 1 1 .Cll f3 i s  more natu ra l ,  and after 
J J . . . dxc3 White has tried several d i fferent  
ideas. I n  th i s  chapter  we have checked severa l 
of the m i nor  opt ions ,  and found that i n  mosr  
var iat ions Black has excel l en t  chances of 
seiz ing the i n i t ia t ive. H av ing estab l i shed that  
the s ide l i nes pose no threat, we wi l l  turn the 
page and beg in  ana lys i ng  the more chal lenging 
l 2 .lll g5 variati on .  



Poisoned Pawn 
1 1 .tlJf3 dxc3 12.tlJg5 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.tll c3 il.b4 4.eS cS 5.a3 il.xdt 6.bxc3 tll e7 7.Wf g4 cxd4 

8.Wfxg7 gg8 9.Wfxh7 Wfc7 1 0.@dl tll bc6 1 I .tll f3 dxc3 12.tll gS 

A) 1 3.f4 f6! 
Al )  1 4.WfhSt 
A2) 14.il.bSt 

12  . . .  tllxeS 

A3) 1 4.fXeS fXgS 1 5.WfhSt @d8 1 6.il.xgS Wies 
A3 1 )  17.il.d3?!  
A32) 17.h4 il.d7 

A32 1 )  1 8.gb l 
A322) 1 8.gh3 
A323) 1 8.Wf g4!?N 

A33) 1 7.Wfh4 
B) 1 3.il.f4 Wfb6 14.il.xeS gxgS 

B I )  1 5 .h4?! 
B2) 1 5 .il.xd 
B3) I S .Wfh4! gg8 1 6.Wfd4 Wfxd4t 17.il.xd4 il.d7 

B3 1 )  1 8.gb l 
B32) 1 8.h4! 

46 
46 
47 
49 
50 
5 1  
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
61 
62 
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1 2  . . .  lllxeS 
serious opt ions :  WI . has two 

I l 'en 
Here l l te 

. \ll f4. "l11e fi rst  1as )e A) 13 f4 and B) 13 .
. l, . l1as scored badly

. 

. 
l a r  rnt  i t  , . . . 

I 
, sl iuht ly more popu 

' l th moves need to Je 
. o 

.
. , I n  any case, JO in practice. 

checked carefu l l y. 

A) 1 3.f4 f6! 

. The a l ternative moment .  
I , . 

An i m portant  
. g as  B lac  ( gets I I tempt 1 11 , 

d 
I 3 . . .  Ei'.xg5 ! ?  oo (S 

. d a1Jparently goo cenr 1 e  an 
· fi  . I as 

a strong paw
_
n 

The exchange sacn cc 1. .  tcr-chanccs. · 

I . 
. nevert heless, 

CO U il 

ular c l O I CC,  b Bhck's most pop ' 
d c c Whi te can 

cen , · 

. orrccr c icnc I found that afte1 c 
I . some advantage. c a im . 

I I  . n ·i )' WI . llas occas 10  ' l l tC ' ·  After the text mov
.
e 

1 )  14.\WhSt and A2) tr ied two sidel i nes I ll � l i ne by far is A3) 14 .. �hSt, but the ma in  
14.fxeS . 

d 0 1 1 c  example of I foun 1 4 .lll xe6? ?  .�xe6 

1 994, . - Calzolar i ,  corr. 1 5 .fxc5 ,  Krzc� icky 
\Wxe5N would h '.1vc at which pomt 1

.
5 . . : 

' of several win n 1 11g been the most conv1 11
l
c mg 

. . for Blac c con t inuations 

Al) 14.\WhSt lll 5g6 

15 .lll h7!?N 
I . worth cons ider ing, . ' novc ty I S  '111 i s  i nr erest 1 11!:, 

l ' B lack emerges on I i tb  carefu l  p a) al thoug 1 w 
top. 

S. I Eger · n Sztepa - 1 11 rn, � l 5 .. \ll,b 5t  was p lay�d 
_. the logical 1 5  . . . . ll!,d7N 1 997, and now a :e 1  

. m:d7 1 8 .Ei'.c l 0jf8 l 6 .lll xe6 \Wb6 1 7  .. \kxd7i 
1ewhat favourable the pos i t ion . . . is messy but  son 

to B lack. 

15 . . . mf7 1 6.�,d3 
. . us· 1 6 . . . Ei'.h8 1 7 . . \kd3 1 6  4, ·1s too amb1 t 10  . . 

WI . ) 1 7  \Wb6 
) .g . . 

I l l te . . . ( 1 7  f5 exf5 docs not he  
Pf . 4-+) 1 9  . . .  fxg5+ 

. 
5 ( 1 9 Ei'.c l xg 

. 
1 8  fS exf5 1 9 .g  · -

, ·y but Black has 
. . 

. · 1 1  rather mess . 
. . 

The pos i t ion is st 1  ' 
, and h is k 1 11g is . I ·1dvantage , 

. 

a d is t inct  matena 
' l 1 -· dcs1J i te being out 

' 
· · trou J e, · not 1 11 ' . a ll)' serious 

for a walk .  

f5 f5 1 8.Ei'.el 
I - I 

16  EJ:h8 17. ex 
·k ing but B ac <  

. . .  
I . . . ! most wo1 

f I 
White's attac < is ,1 

·. e a success u I t ime to organ 1z  has just  enoug 1 

I wn below. defence, as s 10 
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1 8  ..• \WdS! 1 9.g4 \Wg8 20.gxfS �xfS 2 1 ..\kxfS 
\Wxh7 22.�xg6t lllxg6 23.\WxdSt 

8 .i � � � �� � m � �, . .  , �  7 r� • m m�mtv 
6 L 

.
. %m 0m tl�m s m miVm m 4 m m m m  3 �  tl m m 2 ,,%m �m  m � ����:�� ��/, , /, / 

.
. . .  , Y.  ' " " ' "  /, . . . .  Y, m 
a b c d e f g h 

23 . . .  ©fS! 
�ll1e checks wi l l  soon run out; meanwhi le  

Whi te's king is  a lso far from safe. 

24.ge6 
24.\Wd6"1" ? ©g7 25 .\Wc?t ©g8+ certa in ly  

does not help Whi te. 

24 ..• \Wc7! 
By keeping the queens on the board ,  Black 

gives h is opponent max imum chances to go 
wrong. 

24 . . .  \Wh5 ·r forces a s l ightly better endgame with 
no r i sk fo r Black: 2 5 . lfilfxh5 gxh5 26.gxfo"!" 
(1?g7 27.gf3 gd8"!" 28 .©e l ge8"j" 29 .©fl gxh2 
30.gxc3 lll h4t 

25.gd6 
25 .\Wf5 \Wd?t 26.\t>e l \Wxe6"i" 27.\Wxe6 

2:e8+ reaches a more favourable vers ion of  
t he  endgame, w i th  an extra pawn and  decent 
winn ing chances fo r Black. 

25 . • •  gxh2 26.gxf6t ©g7 27 .. \11.gS �e8 
After 27 . . .  gd8? 28 .gxg6"!" ©xg6 29..lkxd8 

White escapes with a draw. 

2s.gfsi 

28 .gfl ? gee2 wins .  After the text move 
Whi te may be able to survive, al though he is 
clearly hanging on by a thread . In any case, we 
are wel l  past the open ing phase, so I wi l l  leave 
you wi th one possib le  continuat ion suggested 
by the computer. 

� � � � � 8 �r�f.m����� 7 � • ,�-e{ m ,� 
6 /, , , , , /,R __ ,%m 0Ui)m s m miVmM' 4 � • • • •  %!\% %&0 � � 3 �C:.Y �· � �  2 /, . .  %."ii%� �� ��� 

f' 0·� ����, , , Y, 1 �� �@m m 
a b c d e f g h 

28 • . .  ge7!? 29 . .\l!J6t ©h6! 30 .. \ll.gSt ©h7 
3 1 ..\ll.xe7 gd2t 32.i1Nxd2 cxd2 33.�f6 \Wh2 

Whi te is sti l l  under pressure, a lthough he 
has reasonable chances to save the game by 
making a t imely exchange sacrifice and playi ng 
for a fortress with rook and bishop against  
queen . 

Al) 14.�bSt 
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'l11ere have been two games from this 
pos i t ion ,  both of wh ich saw Wh i te blu nder on 
the next move. 

16.WhStN 
Th is is the on ly chance to make Whi te's 

pos i tion work, and a m uch better try than the 
following disastrous attempts: 

1 6 .llig?'l" ? ?  Elxg7 1 7 .Wxg7 
1 7 .�xdn � f8  1 8 .�fh8 "!" lli g8-+ 

1 7  . . Jkxb5 1 8 .Wh8 "! �f7 

1 9 .Wh5 "f 
1 9 .Whn is a s l ight improvement but not 
enough to save the game:  1 9  . . .  �e6 20.Wh 3"t 
lli f5 2 1 .Wxc3 lli g4 22 .. �,b2 (22 .Ele I "I" �d7-+) 
22 . . .  lli f2·1· 23 .�cl  �d7-+ 

1 9  . . .  lli 5g6 20.Wh?'f �f8 2 1 .Wh6'!' �g8 22 .f5 
Wd4t 23.�c l lli h4 24 .. �e3 Wg4 

0- 1 Greene - Vaughan, USA 1 982 .  

1 6  . .  bd?'I ? ?  �xd7 1 7 .fxe5 

l 7 . . .  �xe6! 
Both kings are vu lnerable bur Black's 
development advantage should enable h im  
to  w i n  comfortably, a lthough some care i s  
s t i l l  needed.  

1 8 .cxf6N 
'Il1 is un tested move seems l i ke the  best rry. 
1he game cont inued : 1 8 .Wh3 ·j· lli f5 1 9 .E\fl 
Wd4"!" 20.�c l Ga rmendez Gonzalez -
Moran Nuque, Cuba 1 993 .  Now 20 . . .  Elg4N 
is rhc most  stra ightforward wi n ,  as poi nted 
out by Watson .  

l 8 . . .  lli f5 !  
The kn igh t sh ields the king , whi le also 
prevent i ng  the whi te queen from assist i ng  
w i th  the  defence. A poss ib le fol low-up i s :  

a b c d e f g h 
1 9 .ge H 

1 9 .Wh3 Wd4"t 20 .Wd3 WxdJ ·r 2 I . cxd3 
Ei:xg2-+ do es nor change much.  

l 9 . . .  �xf6 20.Wh.7 Wd4"!" 2 1 .Wd3 Wxd3t 
22.cxd3 Ei'.xg2-+ 

Black's quecns ide pawn major i ty and 
ongo ing i n i t iat ive wi l l  decide rhe game. 

16 . . .  Ei:g6! 
1 6  . . . lli 5g6 transposes to the note to Whi te's 

l 5 th move in variat ion A, but v ia th is  move 
order Black can do even better. 

17.fxc5 
Other tr ies arc worse: 

J 7 .gb 1 ? ! Wxe6 1 8 . fxe5 0-0-0 1 9 .Ei:e l gxg2+ 
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1 7.5,hd?t mxd7 l 8 .fxe5 mxeG! Th is looks 
sl ightly provocative, but the queen is well 
placed on bG and we have al ready seen that the 
king can survive on  e6. 

s E• ..• • .  
7 � · �  �//, . ; ;, -·�0 % '0. '��/, 6 ;;:�:,;;;;;-<�:;.r.w:i;a�,,���A ! 5 if� � A °"'CT � §1  %»» ??'%/0 L ; � 
4 • • • •  
3 �l Ji.l � �z -�z ·� 

2 , J��4 •,, ,•,,r r.� I ?� �@• .M 
a b c d e f g h 

I 9 .exfG ( l 9.'.Wh3t ?  f5-+ e l iminates any 
possib i l i ty of counterp lay for Whi te.)  
l 9 . . .  1M/d4t 20.me I Elxg2 2 1 .'.Wh3t Elg4 22. fxe7 
(j]xe7 23 .'.Wd.3! We5 'i' 24.md l Ele4! Forcing 
Wh ite to return the extra piece. 25  . .lll.e.3 E'lxc3 
26 .Wxe3 1Mfxe3 27.E'le l Wxe H 28 .mxe l E\h8+ 

m m �� m � i!ll�rllll 
6 " "; �-: mf'll � -�ii�i.-
s mJtmi� mii 
: �w�llnlln 
2 ' 'n'�--nfH 

�� �@� -� �- - - �  �- - - - � � -

a b c d e f g h 

17 . . .  �Wxe6 1 8.�xd?t mxd7 1 9.E'lbl Elxg2!? 
Black is spoiled for choice as  the s imple  

19 . . . b6+ a l so gives h im the better chances. 

20.Elxb?t mc6 2 1 .Elb3 WxeS 22.WxeS fxe5 
23.Elxc3t md6:j: 

Black is better in the endgame, due to his 
active pieces and strong central  pawns. 

A3) 14.fxeS fxg5 

s i,m.tm•mi.m 
1 :?.t • �  � m"if 
6 � "·;·��=� 
: ���-=-
� ,�J�nllJi!H 

� " "/. �·;;;; - -�m �@-Jt-� 
a b c d e f g h 

This is by far the most i mportant branch of 
the  1 3 . f4 variation .  Whi te's centre is cru mbl ing 
but  he has managed to open up the kingside. 

1 5 .Whst 
Th is is the only move to have been tested so 

far. 

l 5 . h4 ! ?N 
An in terest ing al ternative, opening the h-file 
before checking. 

1 5  . . .  gxh4 ! 6 .\Wh5t md7 ! 
An in terest ing refinement. 
Watson recommends 1 6  . . . mdS 17 . .lll.g5 
\Wc5 as leading to B lack's advantage, but  
after 1 8 .Wxh4 �d7 1 9 .i/JG a5 !  20 .E'l b l  the 
pos i t ion is approximately equal .  
-foe text move temporarily blocks the path 
of the c8-b i shop, bur has the advantage of 
avoiding attacks from a bishop on  g5.  
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1 7 .�b5 t 
With the k ing on  d7, I 7 . . �g5 ? ?  j ust  loses to 
I 7 . . .  \Wxe5 . 
Against most other moves B lack wi l l  p lay 
. . .  \Wc5 and . . .  ©c7, complet ing development 
wi th an exce l lent pos i t ion .  

1 7  . . .  ©d8 
Strangely enough , the  extra move �,fl -b5 
he lps Black, who wi l l  gai n  t ime with . . .  \Wc5 
or  . . .  �d7.  'fl1e vu lnerab i l i ty of the g2-pawn 
m ight also come i n to play. 

1 8 .Elb I 
I 8 .. �g5 \Wc5 is excel lent for Black. 

1 8  . . .  �d7 1 9Jl!,g5 �xb5 20.Elxb5 \Wd7 

2 1  . . �,xe?t 
2 l .Elb3 ©c7 22 .. �,xe7 \Wxe7 23 .Elxdt ©d7+ 
Black keeps some pressure thanks to h is 
better pawn structure. 

2 1  . . .  iWxe7 22 .\Wxh4 \Wxh4 23 .Elxh4 ct?d7! 
24.Elh?t ©cG 25 .Elbxb7 Elac8+ 

White has some problems; rhe g2-pawn 
is under fi re and Black i ntends . . .  \Jk5 -d4 
to ta rget e5 .  Ar any rate, we may conclude 
that the untested I 5 . h4 ! ? ,  wh i le  i n terest ing, 
docs not pose much of  a th reat, and the on ly 
qucsr ion is whether Black can push fo r a 

s ign i ficant advantage. Let us now return to the 
much more important main l i ne. 

1 5  . . •  ©ds 1 6  .. �.xgS Wes 
We have come to a branch i ng po i nr i n  

th is  sharp variation .  A3 1 )  17  . .  \kd3?! i s  a 

substandard move, but A32) 17.h4 and A33) 
17.\Wh4 arc both i nteresti ng. 

A3 1 )  17 .. �d3? !  ©c7 1 8.\Wh4?! 

l 8 .�xc7N \Wxc7 1 9 .Elfl i s  a better try, a l though 
Black's chances arc st i l l  to be preferred after 
1 9  . . . . �,d7 20.Ei:f7 \Wg5 2 1 .\Wxg5 Ei'.xg5 22 . . �,b5 
Eld8 with a favourable endgame. 

s J�ARr,,,�R!R 
1 r� ' �  .� m 6 � ·i��;) : m�il!Ai,f1Ji,,JB'flii 
3 01ii�!Jl\i!�.�- ; 2 8rJ!i�.,. 

�� m@� m M , _ _  ,/, m -� m 
a b c d e f g h 

18  . . .  llic6 19.Elel .�.d7 
Black has a lmosr completed development, 

and over the next few moves he systematical ly 
bui lds up a wi nn i ng posi t ion .  

20.g4 Elaf8 2 1 ..�f6 \Wd4 22.h3 \¥ff4 23.Ele2 
\¥/fl t  24.Ei:el ��£3t 25.Ei:e2 

Sisn icga - Agdestei n ,  Taxco 1 98 5 .  Here 
Black missed a d i rect wi n :  
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25 . . .  f1h8!N 26.�xh8 
26.\Wf2 \Wxh3 doesn't offer any hope ei ther, 

fo r instance: 27.g5 \Wg4 28 .Wc l l"i:h H 29 .l"le 1 

26 . . . Wh l t 27,ge1 \Wh2 28.Wcl 
28 .Wh6 m4-+ 

28 . . ,gf3!-+ 
This final accurate move decides the issue by 

threatening both . . .  gxd3 and . . .  gxh3. White 
is a whole rook up bur  he has no coord ination 
whatsoever. 

A32) 17.h4 

Push ing the h-pawn is  a rhemacic plan 
for White i n  the Poisoned Pawn, but  i t  
seems dangerous here as Whire is beh ind in 

development and his  ki ng is rather exposed. 
A glance at the database shows that White's 
practical resu l ts with this move have been 
horrific, with just  a si ngle draw our of eigh t 
games at the t ime of writ ing.  

I7  . . .  :i/,d7 
Although this is not the most important 

theoretical l i ne,  I found i t  qui re instructive to 
break down the d ifferent poss ib i l i t ies and see 
how B lack's in i tiative should be developed and 
exploi ted . From this pos i t ion White's most 
sensible options are A321 )  1 8.l"lb l ,  A322) 
1 8,gh3 and A323) 18 .\Wg4!?N. '11me other 
moves have been cried, but they are al l  clearly 
inferior: 

1 8 .\Wf7??  meets with a simple refutation :  
! 8  . . .  gxg5 1 9 .hxg5 \We} 0- 1 Kirsten -
Leisebein ,  corr. 1 986.  

1 8 .\Wh???  is nor m uch better I 8 . . .  gxg5 
I 9 . hxg5 

a b c d e f g h 
l 9 . . .  li.J f5 !  20 .\Wh3 Wc7 Black has a won 
posit ion due to his s trong in i ciarive and 
Whi te's total lack of coord ination .  2 l . g4 
(2 i .\Wd3 would hold on a b i t  longer bur fai l  to 
change the result :  2 I . . .li.Je3 "!" 22 .Wc l [22 .Wc l 
l"i:fS-+J 22 . . .  lLJxfl 23 .gxfl �.b5  24.\Wh?"j" Wc6 
25 .l"le l \Wf2 26.f\d l We3"1" 27.W b l  \Wb6-+) 
2 I . . . l2Jc3"! 22 .Wc l Zich ichi - Pascual ,  corr. 
1 979.  At this point  22 . . .  lll xc2!-+ is the most 
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convincing path, a l though i n  the game Black 
won quickly anyway. 

Final ly, 1 8  .. �d3 ?  Wc7 1 9 .iWc2 ( 1 9 .Elfl Ei:af8 
20 .1!Jc2 is rhc same th ing) l 9 . . .  gaf8 20 .Ei:fl 
Ei:xfl '!" 2 1 .VJxfl occurred in  Gyuricza -
Schuster, B razi l 1 992 ,  and here 2 1  . . . lll cGN+ 
would have given Black a considerable 
advantage. H is k ing is safer, the c5-pawn is 
weak and the bishop can soon be activated via 
the c8-squarc. 

A321 )  1 8.E!bl 

Th is move is also not especia l ly convincing, 
as Wh i te encourages h is opponent to make a 
move he  wants to p lay anyway. 

1 8  . . .  Wc7 1 9.1!Jf3 lll c6 
I found one example on rhc database, which 

we wi l l  fol low for a few more moves. Black 
soon bui l r  up  an overwhel ming  posit ion but 
then failed to move in  for the k i l l .  

20.gb3 d4 2 1 .1!Je4 E!af8 22.�f6 E!g3 23Jl,e2 
Ei:e3 24.1Wf4 

I n  the game Bergmann - Dcscovich emai l  
1 997, Black elected to force a d raw here by 
means of 24 . . .  lll a5 25 .E!b4 lll c6 fol lowed by 
a repet i t ion .  However, there arc several better 
options ava i lable. 

m m / /  m 8 � � �� 7 - t(fjl.m/ ,Y,m 
6 % 

. .  zmi)m :� �-
5 m ; " "; w� m �.flf,mJ3', �1rz 4 � i� � i[!j 
3 � l��r: .

. 
���?, Jmr 

_j  % . . . .  % % . .

.

. % /. , . , . Y.  � 
2 m 12 m�m 12 m  
m m@m m :  

a b c d e f g h 

24 . . .  �.e8!N 
Other strong ideas i nclude 24 . . . a5 ! ?N and 

24 . . . Wc8! ?N i ntend ing . . .  lll xc5 ,  both of  which 
promise a large advantage for B lack. H owever, 
I l i ke the idea of activat ing the last piece even 
more. 

27.h5 
Prevent ing . .  Jkg6 while push i ng the passed 

pawn. 

27.gh3 .lkg6! 28 .gxc3 dxc3 is wi n n i ng for 
Black, who threatens the dead ly . . . . lixc2'\ . 

27 . . .  a5! 
With the bishop manoeuvre temporari ly 

prevented , B lack turns his attent ion to the 
other wing and th reatens the s imple . . .  a4, 
agai nst which there is no good defence. 

8 m m.t.�- m � 7 m ' �  m m 
6 

�
m'IS)m f� �-�-� / .. ,,, � -� m 5 i� � i[!j � 8  

4 
f.  jm� .J�_�r :� %m 
�r�,� ,.� 3 ''R�Rk•r• 2 m m@m m: 

a b c d e f g h 
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28.h6 3 1 .exf6 CDeS 32.i'llf4 �.xc2t-+ 
28 .a4?  'D b4-+ is  an i nscant disascer for Whice wi l l  suffer cacascrophic macerial losses 

\Vhi cc. and/or be maced i n  che near fucure. 

28 .E&h3 E&xh3 29 .gxh3 al lows an amaccive 
finish :  

28 . . .  a4 29.E&b l .<J/,g6 
Threacening che ki l l ing . . .  1lxc2"!" . 

30.i'l!g4 
30.:!'!c l i'llxa3 3 1 .h7  �,xcU! 32 .E1xc2 i'lla H 

33 .Elc 1 c2"!"-+ 

m % �  �� m � .T_-w,.• � /, , %  � � 
6 -lil·- · �.i.D. 
5 m ;" "; �r� � 4 Ta�lf'nln 3 W� W� �!1 � 2 , ,-�,-�.!. m�mwm m�  

a b c d e f g h 

30 . . .  E1xf6! 
A final flourish to br ing che knighc i n to the 

a crack. 

A322) 1 8.:!'!h3 

8 � /� :� m�m 7 • '•'i� �. !%1! 
6 :#,·�-:.\·�· 
5 m ,� ' ?Jts �VJV 4 r%

m
LJ ... . . �-�:3� 

3 f/j······i 2 'n'�'···!n �� mwmJLm 
a b c d e f g h 

1 8  . . .  @c7 1 9.gi,xe7 i'llxe7 20.E&xc3t .�c6 
Whice has won a pawn,  buc  ic has come ac a 

h igh price: his  remain ing pawns arc scanercd 
around the board, whi le Black's king is safer 
and he wil l  have good piece coord inacion 
afrer br inging the queen's rook in to play. The 
fol lowing analysis demonscraces chac Black's 
chances are h igher. 

21 .E\£3 E&af8 22.<Jlcl 
Perhaps Whice should take che oppormni ty 

to bai l  out to an endgame: 22 .ElxfS E&xf8 
23 .1ld3 i'llg7 24.i'llg5 i'llxg5 25 . hxg5 m2 
26.g4 :!'!g2 27.g6 1le8!+ Whice is worse as boch 
g-pawns will fall , buc he should be able co draw 
wich precise defence. 

Afrer che cexc move I would l ike to vary from 
the game Thom Leeson - Van der Kleij , corr. 
1 988 .  

22 • . •  E1xf3N 
Van der Kleij was successful  with 22 . . .  E&h8 

i n  both the above and a subsequent 
correspondence game. Black is certa in ly the 
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one fight ing for the advantage in that l i n e  too, 
but  i t  should be poss ib le  for Wh i te to hold a 
d raw with correct defence. lliat m ight be true 
after the text move as wel l ,  but  th is  way Black 
has better chances to obta in  last ing  pressure. 

a b c d e f g h 

23.gxf3 
23 .\M/xf3? !  E!fS 24.1;�d3 \M/g7+ (24 . . .  \M/xh4+) 

23 . . . E!gl 24.<j;>b2 \M/c5 25 .\M/h?t i',d7 26.\Wd3 
E!h l i  

Black w i l l  restore material equa l i ty by 
picking up the pawn on h4. In the resu l t ing 
pos i t ion he w i l l  have an ongo ing i n i t iat ive due 
to Whi te's i nferior pawn structure. 

A323) 1 8.\M/g4!?N 

lh is move has not yet been tested, bur i t  
may b e  the o n l y  opt ion i n  t h e  pos i t ion t o  give 
Whi te equal i ty. 

1 8  . . .  aS! 
Prevent ing the wh i te queen from swi tch i ng 

to b4.  

1 9.:!'!b l 
I 9 . h 5 ? ! ru ns i n to 1 9  . . .  E!xgS !  20 .\M/xgS c/!Jc7 

2 U i l,d3 E!g8 22 .�ff4 E!f8+ i ntend ing  . . .  E!f2 
with a serious i n i t iat ive for Black. 

J 9 .E!h3 ! ?  is an i n terest ing a l ternative: 
1 9  . . .  E!fS 20.�J6 (After 20 .E!f.1 c/!Jc7 2 1  Jkxe7 
\Wxe7 22.Ei'.xc3"!" .lil.cG� Blade's i n i t iat ive fu l l y  
compensates for the  pawn defici t . )  20 . . . <j;>c? 



Chapter 5 - l l .ctJ f3 dxc3 1 2 .tllg5 5 5  

19  . . . Ei:xgS! 20.hxgS 
20 .Wxg5 <Jlc7 is good for Black. 

20 . . .  lLJfS 
Black has a promis ing in i t iative for

. 
the 

exchange, although with accurate defence 
Wh ite can draw as fol lows : 

27 . . .  EJ:fl t 
With a repetit ion of moves, as poinced our  

by Warson .  

A33) 17J)l{h4 

Th is has been White's most popular choice. 
Unl ike 1 7  .h4, i t  has achieved a posit ive score 
for White i n  the database. -n1 is t ime Whi t

_
e 

holds back the h-pawn in order co incensif-y 
the p in  along the h4-d8 diagonal ,  hoping co 
disru pt Black's development .  

17 . . .. ll:l,d7 18 .�d3 �c6 
The exchange sacri fice I 8 . . .  8xg5 ! ?  lo

.
oks 

l ike a viable alternative: I 9 .Wxg5 c::!lc7 
20.Wf4 (Another game continued: 20.Wh� 
lLJ cG 2 I .EJ:fl 8g8 22 .Wf2 d4 23 .Be I '\t>c8oo 
Marcinkiewicz - Pascual Gras , corr. 1 983 . )  

19.Ei:fl 
I also considered 1 9 .Be 1 N <Jid7 20 .�e3 d4! 

2 I . . �.xd4 \"lfa5t with an active game for Black. 
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19  • • •  Wd7 20.g4 
20.fi:f7?? is a b lunder i n  view of: 20 . . .  'Wg I t  

2 1 .Ei:fl (2 1 .�Jl Ei:af8!-+) 2 l . . .'Wxg2 22 .. \khG 
fi:af8! 23 .fi'.xfS fi:xf8 24.V9e l fi:h8 25 .S?'JI 'Wg4t 
0- 1 Enders - Blccs, Kccskcmct 1 989 .  

20 . . .  Ei:afS 21 .fi:xf8N 
White needs an i mprovement,  as the 

p reviously played 2 I .Wc2??  loses by force after: 
2 1  . . .  'Wd4 22 .. 11/JG Ei:xg4 23 .V-Jh3 

$!{;:'.' �� z,�;, � 8 � � �� �  
7 �;!.-�,-w >x�:�:.·• 6 �j_� · � � 5 �  � · �  � y}%.��tm�;· · · · ·�r� 4 f�1-'3%.w�f;.:: '��-! 3 ru� ?A% dib  )?� �A '§ 
2 . . . .  �,fi, ,�r+,� W,N� �i:� u W�'§'�%A ::L:i? I .�� � �l1� 

a b c d e f g h 
23 . . .  fi:e4t 24Jhc4 �fd2 ·1· 2 5 .Wf3 dxe4"i' 
26 .Wg4 fi:g8t 27.lt>h5  lt>c7 0- 1 B .  Ste in  -
Bukal ,  Balatonbereny 1 98 5 .  

2 1 . . .fi:xfS 22.lt>e2 
"ll1 is untested pos i tion is  balanced , and Black 

has a few options lead ing  to d ifferent types of 
equal i ty. The most forc ing l i n e  is :  

22 . .  '"tbS 
22 . . .  \¥f d4!?  and 22 . . .  fi'.g8 ! ?  arc both 

ment ioned by Watson ,  and i ndeed these 
opt ions arc completely fine as wel l .  

23.ixe7 .11/,xd3t 24.cxd3 'Wxe7 2S .'Wxe7t 
Wxe7= 

The respective pawn major i t ies should cancel 
each other out for a d raw, al though there arc 
st i l l  some more moves to play before the resu l t  
becomes a certa i nty. 

B) 13  .. WJ4 

A natural developing move, putt ing fu rther 
pressure on  the kn igh t and the f7-pawn . 

13  . . .  'Wb6 14  .. <Jl.xcS l'i:xgS 
Th is is the tabiya of the I 3 . . WJ4 l i ne .  Wh i te 

has tried several moves, the ma in  ones being 
B I )  1 S.h4?! ,  B2) 1 S .Jii.xc3 and B3) 1 S .i'Nh4! . 
As you can tel l from the punctuat ion ,  the last 
option is the most chal lengi ng. 

Other moves arc weak and can be d i smissed 
qu ickly: 

1 5 . f4? !  'Wc3 1 6 .ltVd3 )3xc5 1 7 . fxc5 'Wxc5+ 
Wh i te's extra exchange i s  outweighed by 
Black's two extra pawns ,  strong centre and 
potent ia l  for active p iece p lay. 



Chapter 5 - l l .Cll f3 dxc3 1 2 .'ll gS 57 

1 5  . . �JG?!  :§g8 !N (This is s tronger than l 5 . . .  :§g6, 
although that move also gave B lack a good 
posi tion in Piv irotto - 'framacere, I taly 1 984. )  
Now after l 6 .. �,xe7 Black has an important 
resource: 

l 5 .il.e2? !  is a faulty idea, as after l 5 . . . :§xg2 
1 6  . . \il,g3 White wi l l  never get a chance to take 
the rook: 1 6  . . .  4'J f5 1 7  .. �h5 ( I  also considered : 
1 7 .\WhStN <tle7 1 8 .'®xd lll xg3 l 9 . fxg3 a5 !+  
Avoiding a possible exchange of  queens on  
b4 . )  l 7 . . . \Wd4t 1 8 .<tlc l \We4t l 9.il.e2 .�.d7 
Black has a won posit ion,  and the game we arc 
fol lowing d id not last much longer: 

B l )  1 5.h4?! 

'fois is not m uch better than the minor  
opt ions  mentioned above. Whi te ut i l izes the 
ind i rect defence of  his bishop, based on the 
poss ib i l i ty of  \Wh8i" ,  bur Black can s teer the 
game in to favourable compl ications. 

15 . . .  \1:oVxf2 16.i/,xc3 :§g4 
I found th ree practical examples from this 

pos i t ion ,  a l l  of which were won by Black. 

17 .. \kbSt .llld7 1 8.:§fl :§xh4 19.iWg7 
1 9  .. \llxdl"!" ? ?  is utterly feeble, and after 

l 9 . . .  <;tixd7 20.�fxf7 \Wxg2-+ Black soon won 
in Machcfsky - Katz, USA 1 97 5 .  The text 
move forces Black to play accurately. 
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1 9  . . .  �fcS! 
d enouah to c la im 111e on Y l lll(we , but goo o 

an advantage . 

20 Wf xf7t 
. b1" sho1)s is hopeless 

· 

l a n <r m <> · 

� 8 
Once aga in ,  e�c i ,  T) ) �xd7 21  JYJ6 L"'>� c 

. 
Whi te: 20 .. �.xd7 . . 

(' . · a Yugoslav i a 
ro 1 

�d4i· 0- 1 Mesaros - i i  iv, ' 22 .�,xe7 <=> 

1 98 5 .  

l . 
, 

t)est chance, W 1 1 te s L • 
= 

20 t., d3N may be 
Ii f5 . · f'5 22.\��f6 iVe7+ 

• .lii. • 

"" f5 2 1  ' x  ex I 20 '-LJ .  • • . . althoug 1 
:

. . 
. 1 for a d raw. l · wes h im  fightmg � 

® 8 '\Wf8t r:Jlc7 23. sxa 1 1., St b6 22. -0 <j;>ds 2 .. l;!,a 2 . . .  
..;, 6 t., bS 24.Wfxa7t t:.?c 

. d one way or  £ X  . )erpetual , m  ' . ·  

I 
There is no f 

forfeit mate1 ia . l . Wh i te wi l l  have to anot ie1 , 

M t Wfc7 27.Wfxc?t <j;>xc7 25.iWaSt <j;>d7 26.'\Wa7 
<j;>d6 30.l'lb7 l'lh l t 28.l'lfl bxaS 29.�x�t 

l'lxa3+ 1 'i>d2 l:lxal 32.�x 
. wn and was 

3 · ' ' 

. f . I ·m exn a  pa Black emergec wit 1 

, , d" a i n  Koten ko -, the rook en l ll o l l to Wl l1 a )  e 

· 1 97 1  Korelov, USSR . 

82) l 5 .. �,xc3 

1 5  ,:, d7 16  .. �f6 
. .  ·1 11 a l l  the main 

. . .  s, 

j "  l tly WO I Se 
. 

Wh i te is at least s ig 1 
I , . possib i l i t ies: . . . Here a re a few ot 1c1 vanatJons. 

f . Dani lovic -� 1 occu rrec 1 11 · 

. I 
. 1 6 .h4 l'lg8 1 7 . ;t]e 

. , . 1 989 .  At th is pomt t ie I .  Gurevi ch, Wo
.
rceste� 

1 7  . . .  e5 gave Black the e cont inuation o 
I 1 7  �c8N seems 

gam 
. ·1 l thoug 1 · · ·  

I '-
I tter l) J"Ospects, 

' 

� develop Blae < s 
Jc r 

I way to l ike a more natura , 

16  . . .  l'lg8 17.£3?! 
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This  is the  only move to  have been tested in  
th i s  pos i t ion ,  but  i t  is  a mistake. 

1 7  . . 1id3N is better, but Black remains on 
top after: 1 7  . . .  cS! The most dynamic opt ion,  
fight ing for the i n i t iative. ( 1 7  . . .  fi:xg2 1 8 .Wh8t 
fi:g8 l 9 .Wh4 Wc5 may be marginal ly better for  
Black, bur  rhe  dark-squared bishop and passed 
h-pawn assure Whi te of  some compensation . )  
1 8 " '\ll.xe5 ( 1 8.Wh4 lll f5 l 9 .Wh7 fi:f8 20 .. lhe5 
Wxf2+) 1 8  . . .  Wxf2+ 

17 . . .  fi:c8 1 8.fi:cl 
'Il1 is pos i t ion occurred i n  Socnrges -

Bruedcrlc, corr. 1 99 1 .  Black has several 
promis ing cont in uations, bur find rhe 
fol lowing idea especial ly appeal i ng: 

1 8  . . .  eS!N 
forcing Wh i te to exchange off his  dark­

squared bishop, which is h i s  most important 
asset. 

1 9  .. 1ixe7 
1 9  . .\11.xeS ?? meets with a tactical refutat ion :  

l 9 . . . i/J5 20 .Wh4 .11l.xc2·1! 2 I .�d2 lLl f5-+ 

19 . . .  �xe? 20.Wh4t �e8+ 
Black is better thanks to his strong pawn 

centre, development advantage and superior 
p iece coord inat ion.  Endgamcs are l ikely to 

favour  Black as wel l ,  al though for rhe t ime 
bei ng he should be happy to keep the queens 
on and go after Whi te's king. 

B3) 1 5 .Wh4! 

This  i s  the most chal lenging way for Whi te 
to handle rhe pos i t ion .  Now Black must  decide 
where to put the rook, while keep ing in m i nd 
that the b ishop on  e5 is untouchable due to 
the prospective fork on h8 .  

15  . . . fi:g8 
I played this move in a game in 20 1 2 , and 

have found no reason nor to recommend it here. 

The main a l ternative is 1 5  . . .  fi:fS as 
recommended by Wil l i ams. Play conti nues 
1 6 .Wh8t �d7 1 7  . .\ll.d4 Wd6 1 8Jkd3 Wf4 wi rh 
a messy pos i t ion and something close to a 
dynamic balance .  

16.Wd4 
Whi te hopes rhat a queen exchange wi l l  

enable h im to exp lo i t  h is  passed h-pawn.  '111 is  
is a standard concept for several l i nes i n  the 
Winawer Poisoned Pawn.  

l 6"'\lxc3 .\ll.d7 has  been covered under the  move 
order 1 5 ..lhc3 $>.d7 1 6 .Wh4 fi:g8 - sec the note 
to White's 1 6th move in variat ion B2  above. 
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1 6  • • •  'Wxd4t 
Black has also tried l 6 . . .  'Wd8 ,  but 

deactivat ing the queen is a concess ion and 
after 1 7 JH6! Whi te has some i n i t iative. 

17  .. \tl,xd4 

8 .im.tm.�m.im �-� , m  Wtm 7 ,ij,l!!i •• � �� 6 m _ , _  � 
: •  .. #fA ... �.胋需!'�⽸
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Chapter 5 - l I .cu f3  dxc3 1 2 . cu g5 6 1  

Returning to the main l ine ,  we see Black 
making a Aexible developing move while 
hold ing back the . . . lll fS plan for a moment.  At  
th i s  point I analysed both B3 1 )  1 8.Ei:b l and 
B32) 1 8.h4! . 

One game cont inued: 
l 8 .. \[l.xc3 ? !  

We already know that  Whi te should avoid 
taking this  pawn without a good reason.  
Now in  the game Kerek - Dlauchy, 
B udapest 1 997,  Black could have fough t f() I· 
the advan tage with :  

1 8  . . .  f.i:c8N 
O r  1 8  . . .  �cG ! ?N i n tendi ng . . .  d4 . 

1 9 .�JG 
I 9 .wd2 

Black succeeds i n  blocking the  h-pawn with 
his king, and wi l l  soon pick up the c2-pawn 
with attacking chances against Whi te's king. 

B31 )  1 8.f.i:b l 

"Ih i s  move occurred i n  Schuermans - Van der 
Burch , Belgium 2003.  This would have been a 
uood moment for Black to activate the knight :  b 

1 8  . . .  cu fS!N 19.�J6 
I 9 .�.xc3 is met by I 9 . . .  d4 intending . . .  i!.c6 

when Black is on top. 
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25  .. �g.3 
25 .l'!h7 l'!d8 does not he lp Whi te .  

25  . . .  :gg7 26.:gxg7 lllxg7 27.l'!b 1 e5 28 .:gb7 llle6 
Black's pawn cha in makes a strong impress ion 
and . . .  d3t !  is th reatened. 

s E� ••• • 7 ��• • n 6 • n�rl -s n  n - • 
4 • � -,,,,, . :'� ;0'� rtrf �-M ·;,;�:,: 3 �CJ �.r � y� 
2 L �.���";;�� -�� 
1 •  n � • 

a b c d e f g h 
29 .�h4 0-0-0! 30 .ti'.xa7 :gd6+ 

Black has a strong i n i t iat ive and a dangerous 
pawn mass. 

s ;i m m•m :i m  
7 m • m.t.m • m  
6 m m • m  m 
5 •o•?l�a·?! '� : �-�.D.� 
2 ''n'li'B �D �. 

m M m@m�m M 
a b c d e f g h 

20 . . .  :gg6 21 ..\ke5 f6 22.h5 gh6 23.if4 l'!h7 
24.il.d3 

24.gxb7? is stro ngly met by 24 . . .  e5 25 . . \1?,c l  
llldt !  26 .fxd .\kg4H making use o f  the 
tactical poss ib i l i t i es on  offer. 

24 . . .  �.c6 
Black has an extra pawn and the h-pawn 

is not a serious threat, so his chances are 
somewhat h igher. 

B32) 1 8.h4! 

s ;im m•m :i m  
7 mrm.a� • m 
6 , ,. �.". �. 
: ·.·��D 
3 � �m., , , . �m 

�-%, . , . %  
2 /, . , . ,,m,,lrm ��-�U. 

�� �@��� M •. . . . .  Y. � 

� � 
a b c d e f g h 

Push ing  the h-pawn as qu ickly as possible is 
the best way for Wh ite to p roceed . 

1 8  . . .  lll f5 1 9  .. \!IJ6! 
Whi te hopes to l ure the rook  to the unfa­

vourable g6-square before capturing  on d. 

1 9  . . �.xd d4 20 . . \11,d2 f6 is fine for Black. 

1 9  .. . lt:Jh6!?N 
111 is  is my suggested improvement over 

my own game. By th reaten ing to i nvade on 
g4 , Black hopes to provoke weaknesses i n  the 
enemy camp.  

1 also checked 1 9  . . .  lll dG? !N.  I n i t ia l ly th i s  move 
is the engine's top choice, but after 20 .. �d.3! 
l'!xg2 2 1 .tl<c2:f the mach i ne soon changes its 
tune.  Whi te's i n i tiative is worth more than 
B lack's tempora ry material ga i n ,  and the 
h -pawn is becom i ng extremely dangerous.  

When I reached th is  pos i t ion over the board 
I chose the inaccurate 1 9  . . .  :ggG? ! .  At th is  
poi n t  i t  is worth consideri ng two repl ies for 
Wh i te :  the game cont inuat ion,  fol lowed by an 
i m provcmen t. 

a) 111c game conti nued 20 . .  \li.e5 f6 2 l . h 5  



Chapter 5 - l l .CU f3 dxc3 1 2 . CU gS 63 

l"i:h6 22 . .lkxc3 e5  23 .g4 and here a draw was 
agreed in Ni lsson - Berg, Sweden 20 1 2 . The 
conti nuat ion m ight have been :  

8 F1lf•'*�B� 7 L.) A W@ .liL.B � 6 �. � � �� � ".� L %  , ,  5 � � · -1.IJ� [j 
4 ;%� :;%- � !;� 
3 �  � � � 
2 / ,�,8����-� � �m. /. . . . .  %. /� �� �@���:: 

a b c d e f g h 
23 . . .  CUd6! (23 . . .  l2J d4 24 . .li?.xd4 .li?.xg4t 2 5 .<Jid2 
[25 . .li?.e2 .lkxe2 ·1- 26.<Jixe2 exd4 27.l"i:ab I =  J 
25  . . .  exd4 26.l"i:g l .li?.e6 27 . .li?.e2t gives Whi te 
s l ight pressure although Black should be able 
to hold.)  24 . f3 Ei:cS 25  . .\i?.d2 l"i:h8= 'foe pos i t ion 
is balanced ; Whi te has the bishop pair  but 
Black has a strong cenrre. 

b) Unfortunately 20 .. lkxc3 !N  is s l ightly 
favourable for White, for instance: 

a b c d e f g h 
20 . . . to 2 l . h5  Ei:h6 22.l"i:b I White has obtai ned 
a sl ightly improved vers ion of a fami l iar  
pos i t ion type. 

20.f3 
20 . .  li?.xc3 l2Jg4 fo l lowed by . . .  Ei:cS gives Black 

plenry of activi ty. 

20 • . •  ll'ifS 2 1 .g4 l"i:g6! 22.gS 
After 22.�.xc3 ll'i g3 23 .h5  Ei:h6 24.�g l ll'ixfl 

25 .Ei:xfl fo= Black is fi ne.  The text move is 
the more ambi tious try, but  Black has a good 
answer. 

s .iR R•R � 
7 � i R.tR i R 
6 R R i �.iR 
s � R i � "� 4 �.�.�. ,. 3 w� r� R ci R 
2 -��. l{ij. l{ij. 

�� R@R�RlI 
a b c d e f g h 

22 . • .  l"i:xf6! 23.gxf6 l2Je3t 24.\t>cl  ll'ixfl 
25.�xfl Jll.c6;3 

I ntending . . .  md7 and . . .  �hS .  Blacl('s extra 
pawn and better pawn structure  offer ful l  
compensat ion for the  sacrificed exchange. 

Conclusion 
l 2.ll'ig5 is a sharp and ambi tious l i ne, whereby 
Wh i te a l lows his centre to be destroyed by 
1 2  . . .  ll'i xe5 in  order to make gains in  other 
areas. l 3.f4 f6! leads to wild compl icat ions, 
but  analysis and p ractical resu l ts confirm that 
Black has good reason for opt imism, and in 
many l i nes i t  is the wh i te king that ends up 
fall ing under enemy fire. l 3..1.ll.f4 leads to a 

different  type of stru ggle, with the main l ine  
resu l t ing in  a complex endgame. We have seen 
how Black can prevent the passed h-pawn 
from becoming too strong whi le  ut i l iz ing h is  
strong centre to create promis ing counrerplay. 
Overal l the theoretical assessment of  the 
I O.md I variat ion is a healthy one for Black. 



Poisoned Pawn 
a b c d c f g h  

10.�e2 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.ctJc3 i.b4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 i.xc3t 6.bxc3 ctJ e7 

7.�g4 cxd4 8.�xg7 l'!g8 9.�xh7 �c7 1 0. ctJ e2 

A) l 1 .h4!? ctJ bc6 
Al )  1 2.�d3 
A2) 1 2.i.gS!?  

B) 1 1 .�d3 �xe5 
B I )  1 2.f4 

1 0  . . .  dxc3 

B2) 1 2.�xc3 ctJ bc6 13 .�xeS ctJxeS 
B2 1 )  1 4.ctJ g3!? 
B22) 1 4.h4 

C) 1 1 .i.f4 ctJ bc6 
C l )  1 2.h4 
C2) 1 2.�d3 i.d7 

C2 1 )  1 3.l!b l 
C22) 1 3.�xc3 0-0-0 

C22 1 )  14.0-0-0!?N 
C222) 1 4.h4 
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l . e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.0ic3 �b4 4.eS c5 5.a3 
�xc3t 6.bxc3 t1.Je7 7.Wg4 cxd4 8.Wxg7 Elg8 
9.1Mfxh7 Wc7 1 0.0ie2 

'01 is move introduces the most imporrant 
branch of the Winawer Poisoned Pawn. Unl ike 
the previous two chapters, White avo ids moving 
his king unnecessarily and develops a p iece. 

10  .. . dxc3 
'll1e most popular move has been 1 0  . . .  0i bc6, 

which almost always transposes to one of our 
main l i nes after a subsequent . . .  dxc3 . I have 
chosen to capture on c3 first ,  bur to tell the 
truth I know of no strong reason  to prefer one 
move order over the other. 

After the text move Whi te's most popular 
opt ion is l l . f4 to defend the e5 -pawn . 
Coverage of this move begins i n  the next 
chapter on page 86. 

In the present chapter we wi l l  analyse th ree 
in teresting s ide l ines: A) l 1 .h4??, B) 1 1 .Wd3 
and C) 1 1 .il.f4, after first checking a couple of 
extremely rare alternatives. 

l 1 .Wh5 ? ! 0i bc6 12 . f4 occurred in Trajber -
L. Varga , Hajduboszormeny 1 99 5 .  Now 
i nstead of l 2 . . .  d4 which al lows counterplay by 
0ig3-e4 , I wou ld prefer: 

12 . . .  b6!+ I n tending to pur the bishop on  b7. 
It  is worth emphasizing that this is often the 
ideal square for B lack's b ishop i n  the Winawer 
Po isoned Pawn.  

l l .g3 
This is another rare move which should not 
worry Black. 

l l . . .  Wxe5 l 2 .J11J4 Wf6 l 3 . h4 
l 3 .i/,d6?! occurred in Wengerd - Pedersen,  
emai l  1 99 5 ,  and now l 3 . . .  0i bc6N+ i n tending 
. . .  e5  is  a s imple way to an advantage. 

1 3  . . .  0i bc6 1 4 .�g2? !  
White could st i l l  have equal ized with 
1 4 .�g5N Wf3 ( 1 4  . . .  We5 l 5 .i/J4=)  1 5 .Elgl  
'1:1lg4 1 6.lll fL:i llld4 I 7.�h3 ltJfH 1 8 .© fl 
lll c12"! 1 9 .©e l 0i f3i" =  with a rather 
spectacu lar repet i t ion . 
The text move occurred in Pylaeva -
Dogodkina,  Moscow 2009. At this poi n t  
Black could have seized the  i n i t iat ive with:  
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1 4  . . .  c5!N 1 5 .�g5 Wd6 l 6.'ll xc3 $J5 1 7 .Wh5 
Wc5+ 

A) l l .h4!? 

"The passed h-pawn is one of White's most 
im portant assets in the Poisoned Pawn 
Variation ,  and here we sec White bringing 
it i n to p lay at the earliest opportunity. By 
avoiding the f2-f4 move White a l so hopes to 
find  an active ro le for his dark-squared bishop . 

l 1 .  . .  Cll bc6 
l 1 . . .  \1Nxc5?! l 2 .. �f4 favours White. 

After the text move White has two main 
i ndependen t options: Al)  12 .Wd3 and A2) 
1 2.il.gS!? .  

·n1e strongest move is  acmal ly l 2 . f4 !  
transposing to  the  crit ical  ma in  lin e that can be 
found later under  the move o rder l l . f4 Cll bc6 
l 2 .h4!. Coverage of that variation begins 1 11 
Chapter 1 1  on page 1 47.  

l 2 . .  \l!J4N is  technically a new move, but 
it immediately transposes to a position 
considered late r in the chapter under the move 
order J ] .il,f4 'll bc6 l 2 . h4 - sec variation C I 
beginning on page 77. 

-foe art ificial- looking l 2.Ei:h3? !  has been 
p layed in a s ingle game, Tegzcs - Rogowski, 
Balatonbcrcny l 995 . Black shou ld be 
doing wel l  after 1 2  . . . Wxe5N 1 3 .Ei:f3 f6 
l 4 .Ei:xc3 d4! l 5 .Ei:d3 �d7+ thanks to h is 
developmen t advantage and better piece 
coordination. 

Al} 1 2.Wd3 Wxe5! 

l 2 . . .  Cllxc5 would have led to a s l ightly less 
favourable version of the pos i t ion type seen i n  
the next note after: l 3 .Wxc3 Wxc3 "f l 4 .Cll xc3 
�d7 l 5 .'ll b5 il.xb5 ! 6 .1l.xb 5 -f Cll 7c6 1 7.ciifl 
White has good long-term chances in view of 
the bishop pair and potentially strong passed 
h-pawn. 

13 .:gbl ?! 
Too ambi tious. 

White should settle for: l 3 .�¥f xc3N Wxc3i" 
(Keeping the queens on with l 3 . . . d4 ! ?  l 4 .Wd3 
b6 is also worth considering.) 1 4.'ll xc3 

1 3  . . .  d4 14.Ei:bS llld5 1 5 .g3 a6 16.Ei:b l 
Here I found a useful improvement for  

Black. 
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a b c d e f g h 

1 6  . • .  lllde7!N 
1 6  . . .  b5  was fine for Black 1 11 Sulskis 

Wil l iams, Liverpool 2006, but  I l ike the text 
move even more. '01e plan is s imply . . .  Vfic5 
and . . .  e5. A possible continuation is :  

17 .. \ll.g2 Vfic5 1 8.0-0 
l 8 . h 5  e5 l 9 . h6 �J5 20 .. 'Jl,e4 ixe4 2 l .Vfixe4 

0-0-0 22.h7 E\h8 23.g4 f6+ 

1 8  . • •  e5 1 9.ig5 Ela7!:j: 
Defending against any X-ray threats along 

the h l -a8 diagonal .  Black may continue with 
. . . b5  next ,  o r  possibly . .  . f5 or  . . . . cJi>J5 depending 
on White's react ion.  Black has the better 
chances thanks to his extra pawn and powerful 
centre.  

A2) 1 2.ig5!? 

I experimented with the whi te s ide of  this  
pos i t ion in  a couple of games in 20 1 1 . Whi te is 
str iving to put the opponent under immediate 
pressure. 

1 2  .. . Vf1xe5! 
I t  is essential to grab this pawn immediately. 

l 2 . . . .  �d7 ? 
I faced this inferior opt ion i n  one of the 
aforementioned games, which we wi l l  fol low 
for a few more moves . 

l 3 . f4 
White has achieved the best of both worlds: 
securing the e5-pawn with the dark-squared 
bishop developed actively outside the pawn 
cha i n . 

1 3  . . .  0-0-0 1 4 .Elh3 d4 1 5 .Eld l lll f5 1 6 .g4 
White's advantage is a l ready decisive. 

I 6 . . . lll e3 
Wh i te gladly sacrifices the queen after 
1 6  . . .  E\hS 1 7 .Vfixf7!  E\df8 1 8 .VfigG E\hg8 
I 9 .gxf5 !  Elxg6 20.fxgG+- when the 
connected passed pawns on  the kingside 
decide the outcome. 

1 7  .ixd8 Vf1 xd8 
Here Whi te should play: 

1 8 .Elxe3 !N 
Instead of I 8 .E\xd4? as in  Berg - Oskarsson,  
Sweden 20 1 1 .  

I 8 . . .  dxe3 I 9 .g5 E\h8 20 .Vfixf7 E\xh4 2 1 .Eld3+­
Whi te has a completely overwhelming 

pos i t ion .  
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13.f4 

13  • . •  \¥.lc7! 
After th is  precise move Wh i te has no route to 

an advantage. Other moves a rc less convinc ing: 

I 3 . . .  �h8? !  occurred in Arvola - Dj urhuus,  
Sandefjord 20 1 2 . Here the most accura te 
path for Whi te is l 4 .\¥.lxf7i" !N Wxf7 l 5 . fxc5 
lll xe5 l 6 .lll xc3;!; with better chances thanks to 
the pa i r  of bishops and passed pawns on the 
k i ngs ide. 

I also considered I 3 . . .  \¥.le3N but found that 
after 1 4 .l!d l i nt end ing Elh3 Whi te has some 
i n i t iat ive. 

14.\¥.ld3 
Centra l iz ing the queen is  a sensible p lan .  

Whi te should defin i tely avoid l 4.h5?  e5 !+ 
i n tend ing . . . �JS. 

I 4 .g4N should be met by :  l 4 . . .  i/,d7 ( l  4 . . .  e5 
l 5 . f5 e4 1 6 .�d l \¥.lc5 1 7  .. \11J4 \¥.ff6 gives Wh i te 
the option of forci ng a draw with 1 8 .�g5 , 
but he may also cons ider 1 8 .�xd5 ! ?  Ei:h8 
l 9 .Ei:d6 i/.e6 20 .g5  �xh7 2 I .gxf6 lllxf5 22 .Ei:d I 
�xh4 23 .Ei:xh4 lt:Jxh4 24.lll xc3 when the two 
bishops may become a tel l i ng factor i n  the 
endgame.) 

8 J-,,, __ azt/•i I 
: ��l'i!'i�. 5 • . • • .• ·� 
4 • •  88 1.'� 
3 �  • �; • 
2 ; . %�l�%-�. �. 
I �'�{//, • ��-M 

a b c d e f g h 
With the text move Black prepares to castle 

before open ing  the centre. Play may cont i n ue: 
1 5  . .\ll,g2 0-0-0 I 6 .\¥.lxf7 c5  l 7 .f5 Ei:df8 l 8 .\¥.lh7 
Here Black has the option of forcing an 
immediate draw with 1 8  . . .  Ei:h8 l 9 .\¥.lg7 �hg8, 
but he could also consider keep ing  that idea i n  
reserve wi th a move such a s  1 8  . . .  Wfb6! ? .  

14  . . .  eS! 1 5.fxeS 
1 5 .\¥.lxc3? is  much too risky: 1 5  . . .  d4 1 6.\¥.lc5 

b6 1 7 .\¥.lc4 .\ll.e6 l 8 .\¥.ld3 0-0-0+ 

ll1e game continuat ion is also perfectly fi ne: 
J 5 . . .  \¥.lxe5 1 6 JH4 \¥.ff6 

1 6  . . .. \11,fS ! ?N l 7.\¥.lxc3 \¥.lc4t is a good 
a l ternative .  
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I 7 .ig5 \Wh8!?  
An in terest ing winn ing attempt .  I ns tead 
l 7 . . . \We5 would repeat the pos i t ion .  

s .i .. 9.!.R�.�-�;� 
7 � .t. .////,;�Jfi .. . : �'l�;Y� 
4 �-�-·-· --'�[j 3 �  �iV� � ?'. . % % . .  % � � 
2 R [j U.lZJ9 £j U.  �w� � � 1.-, � F? 
I ?� � ��&� .§1 

a b c d e f g h 
I 8 .She7 0,xe7 l 9 .'.Wxc3 \Wxc}·j· 20 .0,xc3 .�J5 = 

Berg - D.  Petrosian,  Dubai 20 1 1 .  The 
pos i t ion is abouc equal, a lthough Black has 
sl ightly the easier game due to his better 
development and active piece play, 

I 6.\Wxc3 0-0-0 I7.0-0-0 El:xg5! 
An excel lenc sacrifice, e l iminating Whi te's 

best p iece. Now Black wi l l  have the greater 
number of  active pieces , and being the 
exchange down will be of l i tt le importance. 

I 8.hxg5 d4 I9.0,xd4! 
Sacrific ing the knight is Whi te's best defence. 

After l 9.'.Wb2 Wxe5� Black has a huge 
i n i t iat ive which more than compensates for  
the  sacrificed exchange. 

a b c d e f g h 

I9  • . .  0,xd4 20.\Wxc7t r.JJxc7 2 1 .id3 �.e6 
We have reached an i nte rest ing endgame 

with two kn ights against  rook and two pawns .  
'faking in to account  White's poor pawn 
structure, we may evaluate Black's pos i t ion 
as  s l ightly better, although the fi rst  player has 
good drawing chances. 

B) I I .'.Wd3 Wxe5 

1 1 . . . lllbcG is a popular al ternative which wi l l  
a lmost certa in ly transpose to another l ine ,  
e i ther from this chapter or  elsewhere in  the 
book,  after moves such as l 2 .11l.f4 ,  l 2 .h4 ,  
1 2 .'.Wxc3 or 1 2J4 .  Nevertheless, i t  seems 
pr incipled co capture  on e5 as long as there are 
no i l l  consequences. 

Wh i te has two main opt ions :  BI )  I 2.f4 and 
B2) I 2.\Wxc3 . 

l 2.if4 \Wh8! ?  ( I  2 . . . \Wf5 is more popular, but I 
bel ieve the text move to be at least as strong.) 
I 3 .\Wxc3 This pos i tion occurred in  l�ischer 
Santi l lan - Heyn, email 2003, and now after 
1 3  . . .  0, bc6N= Black is ready to advance with 
. . .  e5, ach ieving a comfortable pos i t ion .  

B I )  I 2.f4 

This move claims some space i n  the centre 
but restricts the c l -bishop. 
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1 2  ... iWhS!?N 
-rh is i n terest ing novel ty offers Black an 

active game. 
I found two games in  the database, both of 

wh ich cont inued with :  
1 2  . . .  \Wc7 

· 111 i s  seems qu i te rel iable as wel l .  
1 3  .. :tll,e3 

l 3 .lLlxc3?! .\l:l.d7 l 4.£i:b I a6 1 5 ""�d2 was 
a l ready better for Black in Ciprys - Kanovsky, 
Kunzak 2002. At this poi n t  l 5 . . .. �c6N+ is  
a good improvement ,  activat ing the bishop 
and i ntend i ng . . .  l2Jd7. 
l11e unt es ted 1 3 . h4 ! ?N may wel l  be Whi te's 
best move. 

l 3 . . .  l2J bc6 1 4 .iWxc3 tLlf5 1 5  . . \l:l.g 1 .\kd7 1 6 . 0-0-0 
£i:c8 1 7 .g4? 

Wh i te's pos i t ion was a l ready troublesome, 
and h i s  last move i s  a ser ious m istake wh ich 
could eas i ly have cost the game in  Nyzh nyk 
- Rosman n ,  Bad Zwischenahn 20 1 0 . 

8 • :i ••• :i •  
7 � i �.t� i �  L J  / .  ,, � a 6 lfil'))'MU i lfil n � '.?;# � .. � 5 �  � • a�� 
4 • • � cj n 

y,:.;;; . , ,  . . .  ,, �.0 ,. x-:;;:;/, 3 'ff!j � � �  
2 % {..��%-�-·�:<t� .. �M·.i�M 

a b c d e f g h 
l 7 . . .  l2J d6!N 

Th i s  s imple retreat leaves Whi te i n  a hopeless 
s i tuation .  Here arc a few i l lustrat ive l i nes: 

1 8 . h3  
1 8 .lLlg3 gxg4 1 9J�.e3 gh4 gives Black a huge 
advantage wh ich should be win n i ng in the 
long term . Not only has Black won a healthy 
pawn,  he has also great attacki ng potent ia l . 

1 8  . . .  l2Je4 1 9 .iWb2 lLla5  20.§/.g2 lLlg3! 2 1 .lLlxg3 
�Vxf4i"-+ 

Whi te's pos i t ion col lapses. 

Al though retreat ing the queen to c7 is  perfectly 
p layable ,  post ing her on h5  has considerable 
appea l ,  s i nce - as we wil l  soon see i n  the 
variat ions below - natura l  moves can eas i ly  
land Whi te i n  a worse pos i t ion .  

8 1. �.i.m•m 1.u 
7 w • m · · · ·'1f: • m  

: �=r�;1 3 ��-1. ,� 
2 m [j U'LJU [j � 

c � � -� �(,''/;; � �� � �i.�m,M 
a b c d e f g h 

13.lLlxc3 lLlf5 14  .. \l:l.e3 
I 4 .l2Jb5  l2Ja6 I 5 . a4 �d7+ gives Black quick 

development and a s l igh t  edge. 

l 4 ... b6! 1 5 .lLlxdS! ?  
'Th is  leads to  i nterest ing compl icat ions,  

a lthough Black has at least a forced d raw and 
can consider play ing for more.  A l ternatives fal l  
short of equa l i ty for Wh i te:  

1 5 .�f2 .:tll.a6 ! 6.lLlb5  .�.xb5 l 7.\Wxb5t lLl d7+ 
i ntend ing  . . .  V-Jhs or . . .  gcs . 

1 5 .lLlb5  .\ka6 1 6.lLlclt 'it>d7 l 7 .lLlxa6 lLlxa6+ 
Black has fine p iece coord inat ion and is s l ightly 
better. l110ugh the king might look exposed 
on d7, there is not much Wh i te can do about 
i t  due to his lack of development.  

15 . • .  exd5 1 6.\Wxd5 2:g6!? 
·rh i s  i s  the ambitious move, lead i ng to sharp 

com pl icat ions and pos i t ions that are extremely 
hard to assess . 

l 6 . . .  \Wh4t is the safe opt ion wh ich v i rtual ly 
forces a draw after :  l 7.§/J2 \Welt l 8 .�e2 tl.a6 
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1 9 .0-0-0! ( 1 9 .c4? !  'WfG 20 .0-0 lLi cG 2 J . .'i?J3 
/gc8 is  better for Black.) 1 9  . . .  'Wxa3t 20.Wb l 
'Wb4'!' = wi th a repetit ion of moves . 

8 .i �..t�/,�� � 7 m n�nTn� 
6 � m m .i m 
sm miVm�mif 4 m m � m 0 ''.� m m% �, 
� ¥fln!n•rttn 

�� � ���· � � . } � L j  � 
a b c d e f g h 

17 . .'il,b5t 
1 7 .'WxaS?  leads to a forced l ine i n  which 

Whi te only j ust  survives: l 7 . .  .lZhc3 l 8 .'Wxb8 
lLi xcU 1 9 .Wd2 'Wa5'!' ! 20 .Wxc2 /gcG'!' 2 1 .Wd l 
'Wa4'j' 22.We l /geGt 23 .«�l.e2 'Wc2 24 .'We5 
:gxe5 2 5 . fxe5 'Wc3 '!" 2G .@f2 'Wd.4-j· 27.@g3 
'Wxe5t Black keeps some w inn ing chances 
with the opt ion of a perpetual check any t ime 
he wants i t . 

17  . . .  wfs 1 8.0-0 

The soundest opt ion is l 8 . . .  .lll,b7 ! .  'll1 is  move 
should lead to a fixced draw, although White 
needs to find a smal l  finesse on the next move: 
l 9J�.c5 ·j· ! bxc5 20JWxb7 ctJe3 2 1 .V�xaS :gxg2'!' 
22 .'Wxg2 lLi xg2 23.Wxg2 

If Whi te had not  given up his b ishop o n  
c5 ,  then the bishop on  b5  would now be 
hanging. As th ings stand, Black m ust  rake 
a perpetual with :  23 . . .  'WgG'!" 24 .@h 1 'We4 '!" 
25 .@g l 'WgGt=  

'1l1e text move 1s an  i nterest ing wmn1 11g 
attempt,  a l though i t  could be a rgued that 
Black is taking the greater risk by playing this 
way. 

19.'Wd8t! 
'l11 is move is stronger than the following 

al ternative: 
l 9 . .  'il,c5t bxc5 20 .h3 lLidG 2 J .\¥fxa8 .�.xh3 
22.gxh3 
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22 . . .  WgGt (22 . . .  Wxh3 might lead to a draw by 
perpetual after: 23. l'iif2 g\e6 24.WxbS'I' 0Je8 
25 .�,d3 Wh2i" 2G.@f3 Wh3'1' =)  23 .Wg2 lll xb5 
24.g\ab I Wd6!  Material is  rough ly equal  but  
I prefer Black, who wi l l  have great attack ing 
p rospects once h is kn ights become active. 

19 . . .  \Pg? 20.Wg5t Wg6 
20 . . .  Wxg5 2 l . fXg5 g\d6 22 . . �c l fol lowed by 

�b2t gives Whi te excel lent  compensation  for 
the sacri ficed material with two extra pawns,  
powerfu l bishops and attack ing  chances 
aga ins t  Black's k ing. 

2 1 .�,cl f6 22.ib2 l'iih7 23.1>�xg6t l=ixg6 
24.l=ifeliii 

Whi te has good compensat ion for the 
sacri ficed piece, but let's not forget that Bl ack 
has al ready passed up two opportun i t ies to 
force a d raw. 

B2) 1 2.\Wxc3 

'Jli is  is a more sol id  al ternative, avo id ing  the 
weaken ing  f2- t4 and angl i ng  for  a fami l iar type 
of endgame. 

1 2  . . . lll bc6 13.��Vxe5 
I 3 . h4N has been covered under the move 

order 1 1 .h4 0J bc6 I 2.Wd3 i':.3fxe5 l 3.Wxc3 - sec 
the note ro Wh ite's l 3th move in variat ion A I .  

13  . . .  lllxe5 

At th is  po i nt White has tried several move, 
but I consider the mosr i mportant opt ions to 
be B2 1 )  14.l2Jg3!? and B22) 14.h4. Here are a 
few orher exam p ies .  

l 4 .. �b2 l2Jc4 I 5 .�.c3 ( 1 5  . . �JGN �g6 1 6  .. �,c3 f6 
1 7 .l2Jf4 g\h6 1 8 .0-0-0 b5=) 

a b c d e f g h 
'Th i s  pos i t ion occurred i n  Asadi - Froewis ,  

Batumi  2006,  and here l 5 . . .  e5N looks l i ke a 

good improvement. B lack cont rols rhe centre 
and has a comfortable pos i t ion with a s l ight 
edge. 

l 4 .lll d4 .W,d7 l 5 . . W,f4? !  has been played , but  
Whi te's las t  move is  i naccurate as Black wi l l  be 
able ro gai n  a tempo wi th . . .  e5  later. l 5 . . .  lll c4 
( 1 5 . .  . fG ! ?N+) I 6 .. W,xc4 dxc4 1 7 .0-0 
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1 4 . f4 lllc4 1 5 .llld4 11/.d7 ! 6.W.f2 was another 
unconvincing set-up from White i n  Boudenne 
- Carrasco Mart inez, Santiago 1 99 5 .  

B21 )  14.lllg3!? 

Th is tr icky move forces Black to counter the 
plan of  lll h 5 .  

14  . . .  b6!N 
1 4  . . .  £2.d? has been played , bur after the 

obvious l 5 . l2:l h 5 N  I prder Wh i te .  

I also considered l 4 . .  . f6N bur after l 5 .lll h 5  
©f7 l 6 . .  �b2 Whi te gets some i n i t iat ive as 
lll xf6! is an annoying threat. 

1 5.lllhS 
1 5 .11/,b2 lll c4 1 6 .�c3 �b7 1 7. h4 e5!?  leads to 

balanced play. 

� p'•"1• 
6 ' 'fol� ••• �. 
5 � � · � � �  
4 
3 

/ • •  %� %'.� %'.�r% %.�r� 
2 

c /�A �Y?·��¥fl�jfl �� m ��-M 
a b c d e f g h 

1 5  . . .  lll d7! 16  .. �bS!? 
This is more challenging than l 6.i1.b2 �b 7 

when Black completes development with no 
particular p roblems. 

l 6 . . .  Ei:xg2 17 .h4! 
In such posit ions ,  it is often the case that 

advancing the h-pawn is  more important than 
grabbing material . 

After l 7.lll g3 «il.b7 1 8 .11/.fl d4 l 9 .. ffi.xg2 i1.xg2 
20.Ei:g 1 £2.f3� Blacks extra pawn,  p iece act iv i ty 
and central control ful ly  compensate for the 
exchange. 

17 • • .  Ei:g6 1 8  . . �.gS ©f8 19.11l.xd7 
Another option is l 9 . lll f4 8'.g8 20 .i1.h6'!' 

©e8 2 l .ctJh5 Ei:g6 22JJ!.g5 W. f8  with balanced 
chances. One possib le  fin ish  m ight be 23 . .  �d3 
l'1g8 24.lll f6 j'ghs 2 5 . h 5  lll e5 26 .lll hn ©gs 
27.lll f6'!' @f8= with a repet i t ion.  

19 . . .  �xd7 20.l2Jf6 .\11.c6 2 1 .hS Ei:xgS 22.lllh7t 
©g7 23.lllxgS ©f6 
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24.f4 
'TI1 is  wi n n i ng attempt is s l ightly r isky. 

Safer is 24 . tt:J hn @g7 25 .ctJg5 @f6= wi th a 
repet i t ion .  

24 . . .  d4! 25.�h2 �h8Eii 
Black's activi ty, ext ra pawn and better 

structure offer fu l l  compensat ion for the 
sacri ficed exchange .  

B22) 14.h4 

'I11 is is clearl y  a logical move, so I was rather 
surprised to find out i t  was a novel ty when I 
faced i t  i n  Autumn 20 1 2 . 

14  . . .  f6 

'll1 i s  i s  almost always a des i rable move i n  
such pos i t ions .  Black prevents �g5 and  gives a 

square for the k ing on f7 ,  whi le improving h i s  
contro l  over the  dark squares i n  genera l .  

l 5 .. £/,b2 
l 5 .ctJd4 .ll?.d7= 

s ,im.t.m•m.im 
7 � ·-� ,_ 
6 , ,.� .. l��-
5 m m • �  m 4 W;,ll. W;,ll. • W;,ll� 
3 n m m m l% 
2 � b m�n b m  �� � ���M ; , . •/. � /, . %  � 

a b c d e f g h 

1 5  . . . @f7!N 
'Th is  i s  more re l iable than the move I played 

in the game. True, Wh i te is a l lowed to get two 
connected passed pawns on the k ingside,  bur  
Black is wel l p laced to count e r  them . 

I wi l l  p resent a few moves of my own game to 
show the need for an improvement: 
l 5 . . .  ctJd7 1 6 . c4 !  

Wh i te opens the pos it ion and ut i l izes tact ics 
to exchange h i s  weak c-pawn.  
1 6 .lt:Jd4 e5 1 7 .4J b5 <;t>f7 1 8 .0-0-0 ctJb6= 

1 6  . . .  dxc4 
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I 7 .CDg3 !N 
In  the  game Whi re wenr  astray with :  I 7 .CD f4 
gg4! 1 8 .g3 e5 l 9 .. 11be2? !  CDc5 !  20 .lli h5 
i>f7 White has completely lost his piece 
coord ination and cannot even win rhe 
exch ange any longer. Black wenr on ro win 
in  Lindberg - Berg, Vasteras 20 1 2 . 

1 7  . . . C2Jd5  
1 7  . . .  b5  1 8 . a4 b4  1 9 .,�xc4 i>f7 20 .CDe4 CD f5 
2 1 . 0-0-0 C2J b6 22 .ib3± 

1 8 .il.xc4 CD 7b6 1 9 .�.a2 i>f7 20 .h5t 
Whi te keeps the  in i t iat ive. 

1 6  . .  \kxeS?! 
I f  there was a way to quest ion the correctness 

of Black's last move, c e 销� t o 䖀 뫀 2⦲t i o n 殂



76 Poisoned Pawn 

I 4 .Wi'd3 d4 also favours B lack, who i n tends 
. . .  lllgG next .  

1 4  . . . lll g6 ! 
I t  wrns out that Black can launch a 
counterattack wh i l e  leav in <> the rook han <> ing b b 
for a few moves . 

I 5 .. \li,g3 llld4 1 6 .E\c l 
I 6.c\li,d3 .\li,a4 1 7.E\c 1 transposes . 

1 6  . . . .\li,a4 I 7 . .\li,d3 
1 7.ctJxgS ? lllxc2'! 1 8 .:!"1xc2 clhc2 1 9  . . @,e2 
( 1 9  . .\li,b5 Wi'b6 20 .0-0 Wi'xb5-+) 1 9  . . . . \li,e4 
20. 0-0 lll f4-+ 

A final i n ferio r  option is : 

I 2 .g3? !  .\li,d7 l 3 . .\li,g2 
·n1 is set-up enables Whi te to complete the 
development  of h is  kings ide, but fai ls  to put 
any pressure on the black pos i t ion .  

� H�!i!il 6 0/A'..R�!�_AJI�,,· . J� 5 ?if» '%fd & ':/A0 /&m 
�,%. . . w� •td � 

4 � � � ·
� 

0/, ·,,. :;\/,%,/, . .  )f;W0mrI · " · � 3 ��· · ·  ��. � ¥� 
2 lj 8 Rl21·����� 
I ?� .• ::�/, "•'� 

a b c d e f g h 
I 3 . . .  lllxe5 1 4 .0-0 0-0-0 I 5 .�,xe5 

1 5 .E&fe 1 is met b)' 1 5  . . . E\dfS+ i ntend in <> b 
. . .  lll 7g6 . 

1 5  . . .  'l!tfxe5 1 6 .Wi'd3 
1 6 .i';,hf7 lll f5+ 

1 6  . . . 'tt>bs 1 7.E\ab 1 
l 7.lll xc3 :!"1c8 l 8 .lll e2 VEc7+ 

1 7  . . .  E\cS 1 8 .:!"1b3 
So far Black's p lay has been fi ne, but here i t  
is necessary to improve. 

8 r<tiE R � E � 
7 �-,/.�f_;,l{f� � ; ;  � 0 . . . . • � 6 �•0/Y&'A•�d� s �. - � - ��A � 
4 � � {� ·� �N'�*&'0��&%§�'i;f,'$'� 3 rd § r� §{ �  �cl 
2 . R 8 �l21·r�i,� 
I � • ::-�{�/ ' 

f$@. � �4 g �� 
a b c d e f g h 

I 8 . . .  lll f5N 
Black has other good moves, but I l i ke the 
plan of manoeuvring th e knight to d6. 
In the game Black b lundered with l 8 . . .  E&c4 ? ?  
a l lowing the  tactical shot  1 9 .E&xb?t !  w i th  
a huge advan tage for Wh ite, Kharajan  -
Ruchk in ,  Rybi nsk 2004. 

19 .Wb 1 b6 20.:!"1xc3 :!"1xc3 2 1 .ctJxc3 llld6+ 
Materia l is l evel , but Black has a better pawn 

structure and wel l  central ized pieces . 
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Cl )  1 2.h4 

s ;im.i.m�m;im 
�1·� & � �� & �\UX! 7 � % A �ea �- · � § 

6 ,, . %flfilm , . . m .m m m 1 � � : �� Wi:. '�W!J 3 �-�W' 'B ' 
2 % . . . %m%� ·m�� /j m 

C 0  ·� � � � Fi' �� � � &, � § 
a b c d e f g h 

12  . . .  �d? 13.hS!N 
This untested move seems l ike rhe most 

logical and i nterest ing option. Whi te not 
only advances the pawn one srep closer ro 
promorion,  but a lso prevents the black kn igh t 
from stepp ing ro g6 in the future. Other moves 
fai l  ro present problems: 

J 3 .1Wd3? !  l1Jxe5 !  1 4 .\Wxc3 ®xc3 ·r l 5 .l1Jxc3 
occurred in Lane - Petrik, Slovakia 1 997,  and 
here l 5 . . .  f6!N+ is a useful improvement. 

s i:� �-��-%;'.'.]" � A Y,.!.fi.K: �f' 1 ef� i �i� . R , 6 /. Z� .. . . � . . ... 
s �; � i � WI �w0i��mft · · · · ;r&�/3��N� 4 � R . .  oo . .  �L.J'§ 
3 �N:0, !,ffl � D. ::o: ,�_J � w� . 
2 ,, 'R"'A R . W� t3:i � • o •  /. . . . .  /, lf;@b £�t · �> � "' � Fil I p� � ;� � d § 

a b c d e f g h 
"The rook is coming ro c8 i n  the near future 

and, with the bishop already on d7, 1 6 .tt:J b5  
can  be met  by 16  . .  "'\1l.xb5 1 7Jli.xb5 "!" Wf7 .  
Black's development advan tage, s trong centre 
and wel l-placed knights are more s ignificant 
than White's pair  of  bishops.  

1 3 .i'!b 1 0-0-0 14 .i'!h3 N can be met by 
14 . . .  lt:J f5 !  with at least a draw - compare 
l 3.i'!h3 below. Alternatively I 4 .\Wd3 is 
considered LHer under the move order l 2.iWd3 
i/.d7 1 3 .i'!b 1 0-0-0 l 4 .h4 - see variat ion C2 l 
on page 80 .  

l 3 .i'!h3 0-0-0 l 4 .i'!xc3 was seen i n  Pieprzyk 
_ Knapik, Wroclaw 20 1 2 . Here it looks lo�ical 
ro cut off the queen's escape with 1 4  . . . l1J f5 N .  
1 5 . 0-0-0 (Avoiding the repet i t ion with 
l 5 .\Wh5 ?  is favourable for  Black after l 5 . . . d4!+ 
with a strong in i t iat ive . )  l 5 . . .  1'!h8 l 6 .\Wxf7 
1'!df8 l 7.\Wg6 At this po int  Black has an easy 
draw with l 7 . . .  i'!fg8= if he wan ts i t .  There is 
also rhe option of continu ing the fight wirh a 
move l ike 1 7  . . .  \t>b8 ! ? ,  so you may take your 
pick. 

13 . . . 0-0-0 14.iWd3 d4 1 5.\We4!? 
It makes sense for White ro keep the 

e5 -pawn guarded . 

1 5 .i'!b l is wel l met by 1 5  . . .  �e8! when Black is 
ready to grab the pawn.  1 6.\We4 (After 1 6 .!16 
l1J xe5 17 .il.xe5 Wxe5+ Black is a pawn up w1th 
a strong centre,  while the passed h-pawn can 
eas i ly be blocked. )  

a b c d e f g h 
l 6 . . .  d3 !  l 7.cxd3 l1Jd5  Suddenly all B lack's 
p ieces are active and White is in se�ious 
trouble ,  being behind in development with a 
vu l nerable king i n  the centre. 
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8 m•�� nxm 
7 -·-.t� i �  
6 , "ll!lilBlB�B 
s m  m � R ci  
4 :. -v� m 3 � • m m 
2 m ci mll1�8'� r . .  � � %·Wf + � p� � �i,,� :S,  

a b c d e f g h 

1 5  . . .  lll fS 
I consider th is  the soundest move. 'D1e main 

point is to p repare . . .  f6, when exf6 can be 
answered with 
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24 . . .. �f5 !  
24  . . .  d3 ? !  looks attractive but  on ly  leads to  a 
d raw :  25 . cxd3 (25 .\Mfxd3 �g4 26.\Mfb5 E\d5 
27 .\Mfc4 1'!d4 28 .\Mfb5 1'!d5=)  25  . . .  c2 26.c;t>d2 
\Mf a5t 27.�c l \Mre5 28.�d2= 

25 .Wfg? Wfe6+ 
White is in trouble. 

23.\Mfg6 lll eS 24.\MfhS \Mfb6! 25.Eldl .�.g4 
26 .. sil.xg4 t 'llxg4 t 27. �fl 'llxf2 28. 'lZ1xf2 
Elxd4 29.Elxd4 \Mrxd4t 30.�fl 

33.c;t>fl Wf e3t= 
With perpetual check. 

C2) 1 2.Wfd3 

12. .  .. sil.d? 
I l ike the idea of developing quickly and 

wai t ing for  the best possible moment to str ike 
in the centre . 

I wil l  ment ion,  i n  pass i ng, the immediate 
central capture :  
l 2 . . . lll xe5 l 3 .\Mfxc3 \Mrxc3t \ 4 .ctJxc3 

We have reached a fami l iar type of  endgame. 
Blade's pos i tion should be qu i te p layable, 
but  against  this particular variat ion i t  would 
not be my fi rst choice, s imply because Black 
can play more ambit iously. 
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1 4  . .  . fG!N 
I mproving over 1 4  . . .  lll 5g6 as played i n  
Fakler - Vetter, emai l  200 I ,  after wh ich 
1 5 J�,g5!N i ntend ing h2-h4 looks favourable 
for Whi te .  
As we have al ready seen ,  i t  is i mportant 
for  Black to post h i s  central pawns on dark 
squares in th is  kind of endgame. "fl1 is  wil l  
counter Whi te's dark-squared bishop wh i le  
a l so  ensuring a b righter fu ture for the bishop 
on c8 . 

I 5 .lll b5 ! ?  
11ucaten ing a fork on c7  and  h i n t i ng at a 
poss ib le c2-c4 . 

1 5  . . .  WclS  
I ntend ing . . . . �d7 with a ful ly playable 

pos i t ion ,  as Black's cent ra l  pawns p rovide his 
p ieces wi th enough stab i l i ty. Black can also 
consider 1 5  . . .  Wd7!? i n tending . . .  a6. 

After the text move Wh i te's two main 
opt ions  are C21 )  13.�b l and C22) 13.11¥xc3 . 
l11e following two al ternatives do not make 
m uch sense: 

l 3 . h4? !  transposes to the pos1t 1011 after 
1 3 .1/¥d3? !  in the note to Whi te's l 3th move of 
variation Cl on page 77. 

1 3 .lll xc3 ?! lll xe5 1 4 .1/¥e3 
After 1 4 .1/¥d2N f6+ Black is better, having a 

strong centre and superior development .  It is 
also to Black's advantage that the queens arc 
on the board ,  as the wh i te k ing  is potent ia l ly 
weaker than the black one. 

a b e d e f g h 
1 4  . .  . fG!N 

After 1 4  . . .  lll cl3t I 5 . . il,xd3 11¥xc3"1' 1 6 .We2 
�xg2 Black eventua l ly  p reva i led in 
Campbel l - Saracen i ,  email 200 5 .  However, 
at th is  po int  1 7  . . il,e5 !N would have reached 
a dynamic pos i t ion with rough ly equal 
chances. 

1 5 .lt:Jb5  .il,xb5 1 6  . . �xb5 "!" Wf7+ 
I n tending . . .  l1.J f5 .  Black is extremely active, 

and Wh i te is unab le to explo i t  the s l igh tly 
exposed posit ion of the k ing on f7. 

C2 1 )  13.�b l 
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l 3 . . .  d4! ?N is a serious alternative which 
can be compared with the main l ine below. 
The . . .  d4 pawn sacrifice is a typical method to 
make use of Black's quick dcvclopmcm. 

14.h4 
1 4 .\Wxc3 was played i n  Hol l  - 'falmadgc, 

corr. 1 99 1 .  Here Black should play l 4 . . . cl4N 
intending . . .  lll d5 ,  with fu l l  compensat ion for 
rhe  sacrificed pawn . 

The text move transposes ro a game Bakal i  
- Uhlmann,  Lugano 1 968 .  Now ins tead of  
14  . . .  tll g6 I suggest: 

14  . . .  d4!N 
With plenty of active prospects for Black, as 

shown by rhc fol lowing i l lustrative l i nes .  

a b c d e f g h 

1 5.tllxd4 
l 5 . h 5  has al ready been considered under 

the move order l 2 . h4 .�d7 1 3 . h5 !N  0-0-0 
1 4.\Wd3 d4 1 5 .�b l - sec the note to Whi te's 
l 5 th move i n  the earl ier variation C I .  

1 5 "�g5 \Wxc5 1 6 .�.xe7 tll xe7 l 7.\Wxd4 \Wxd4 
1 8 .lll xd4 �g4 l 9 .tll c2 tlld5t  

15  . . •  lllxd4 16.\Wxd4 .�c6 17.\Wxa7 
White may as well rake a second pawn, as 

1 7 .\Wc4 tlld5  docs nothing ro d imin ish Black's 
i n i t iative. 

17 . . .  �g4! 1 8.�e3 tlldS 19.�bS 
1 9  .�h3 \W xc5+ 

a b c d e f g h 

19  . . .  tllxe3 20.fxe3 �xg2 2 1 .�xc6 \Wxc6 
22.\Wa8t Wc7 23.\WaSt b6 

23 . . .  \t>c8 24.\Wa8"!=  repeats, bur  Black does 
nor have to rake a draw j ust  yer .  

24.\Wa7t \Wb7 25.\Wxb7t \t>xb?t 
White should hold the endgame, but there is 

some play remain ing. 

C22) 13.\Wxc3 

8 l�:·· ,,��m�m : Jjj'flf,w·�� m'llm i� � s m  U i t� m 4 m. � � m 3 wr��� ,,, , ,r,� � ' ,�, '
� 

�'®*�0* 
2 '��-��.�� . . . � m L .� m 

a b c d e f g h 

13  . . .  0-0-0 
From this pos i t ion rhe untested C221 )  

14.0-0-0!?N deserves attention,  b u t  rhe main 
l i ne is C222) 14.h4. 
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1 4 .Ei'.b 1 was considered under the move order 
1 3 .Ei'.b l 0-0-0 1 4.1Wxc3 - see the norc to 
Whi rc's l 4th move i n  variat ion C2 1 above. 

1 4 .�e3? 
Th is has been p layed on a s i ngle occas ion ,  
and should not be repeated. 

1 4  . . .  lll f5 
1 4  . . .  1'i'.g4 ! ?N i n  rending . . .  1'i'.c4 can also be con­
s idered . Now l 5 . f4? i s  bad in view of l 5 . . .  d4! 
l 6 .o'�.xd4 lll d 5  l 7 .1Wd2 lllxd4 1 8 .1Wxd4 .�b5  
wi th a huge i n i t iat ive for  Black. 

l 5 .llld4?? 
l 5 . .  �f4 looks best , but then Black has s imp ly 
won two tempos for free. 1 5  . . .  d4 is a logical 
conti n uat ion,  and after l 6.1Wc5 .�,cS Black 
has a great pos i tion .  
Now i n  the game Boer - Meszaros, Budapest 
1 999 ,  B lack could have ach ieved a w inn ing 
posit ion with : 

1 4 .lll d4 
'TI1 is has been played a few t imes ,  but i t  docs 
not trouble Black, 

l 4 . . .  lll xd4 l 5 .1Wxd4 lll f5 l 6.1Wd2 .�,cG� 
"foe second player has fu l l  compensation 
for the sacr ificed pawn.  'Ilic fol lowing game 

featured some i naccuracies on both s ides ,  
but i t  conta in s  some thematic ideas wh ich 
arc worth rememberi ng. 

8 -·�� - � -1 W .t. �  � ... � / /, . . ,/, �. � 
: �,,.,,�, .. 
4 • • � .  3 � • •  � , ,� 'jIDJf'�W?i-�?r� 2 � o �'§� ru� o ro ��- , , •. . z��-i 

a b c d e f g h 

1 7 .Ei'.b I d4 1 8 .Ei'.g l fG ! ?  
A typical device to mob i l ize the cen tral 
pawns. 
1 8  . . .  1'i'.g4N is one of many poss ible 
alternatives . 

1 9 .exfG e5 20 .. lli.g5 e4 2 1 .�f4 e3 22 .fxe3 dxc3 
23 .1Wb4 1Wd7 24.�,d3 llld4 25 .�xe3 ? 

'foe fatal error. 
25 . . .  Ei'.gcS 26.�f2 1Wg4 27.1Wd2 

27 . . .4J f3 ? ?  
'Il1 is  could eas i ly  have led to  a reversal of the 
final outcome. 
Either 27 . . .  Ei'.eG ! or 27 . . . 1'i'.d6! would have 
been crush ing.  

28 .1Wb4??  
28 .1'i'.b4! would have turned the tables and 
given Wh ite a winn ing  pos i t ion .  
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28 . . .  lll d4 29 .\Wd2 E\d6! 
Black cakes his chance the second t ime 
around.  

30 .!g5 lll f3 ? 
30 . . .  E\de6-+ 

3 l .\Wf4? 
3 l .Elb4!  would have kept  Whi te i n  the 
game.  Apparently ne i ther  p layer was a lert  to 
th is  poss ib i l ity. 

3 1 . . .\Wxg5 32.\Wf5 "1 il.d7 33 .f7 \We3"1 34.<;t>g3 
lt:J xg l  i" 

0- 1 Lehmann - Marcinovic, S ibenik 2007. 

Let us now tllrn our attention to the two more 
chal lenging options available to Whi te. 

C221 )  14.0-0-0!?N 

a b c d e f g h 

An i nterest ing novel ty, against  which Black 
should play concretely in  order to maintain the 
balance. 

14  . . .  d4! 1 5 .\Wb2 
l 5 .Elxd4 ! ?  l2Jxd4 1 6.\Wxclt <;t>xc7 l 7 .lt:Jxd4 

is dynamically equal ;  White has two pawns 
for the exchange and a pair  of  bishops, whi le 
Black has a sol id pawn structure and better 
development .  

l also cons idered: l 5 .lllxd4 lll d5 1 6 .\Wf3 
( l  6 .\Wc4 li:Jxf4 leads to the same thing . )  

s -��� -A� 
7 �•�t.-rn� � 6 ,,,,,,-'1)8 i ..  • s 8  �JS)�� 
4 �� ,�� ,,��� , ��• •w,.� 
2 • 8 � � 8 r� I � �R � � � .: � �§j; M. �� � 

a b c d e f g h 
1 6  . . .  lt:Jxf4 l 7 .li:Jxc6 !xc6 1 8 .\Wxf4 <;t>bs� 
Black is two pawns down at the moment, but 
he is ahead in  development with a s ignificantly 
safer king. 

15 . . .  li:Jd5 1 6."�g3 <iib8 17.li:Jxd4 lt:Ja5!� 
Black has a strong in i t iat ive with attacking 

chances on the queenside, which ful ly 
compensates for the two-pawn deficit .  

C222) 14.h4 

Pushing the h-pawn is a thematic plan that 
Wh i te can consider at j us t  about every tllrn in 
the Poisoned Pawn Variation ,  and here we see 
another version of  it .  

14 .. . d4 1 5 .\Wc5 
White can try a d ifferent  queen move: 
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l 5 .'Wd2 
As played in  Paschke - Namyslo, Regensburg 
1 997, and a few other games . Here I propose 
the novel ty: 

l 5 . . .  llld 5N  
I fi nd th is  much more stra ightforward than 
1 5  . . . . \keS as p layed i n  the above game. A 
poss ible conti nuat ion i s :  

1 6 .g3 
l 6.�.g5 ? !  i s  wel l  met by l 6 . . .  'Wxc5 !  l 7 .. \kxd8 
d3 1 8 .Eld l dxe2 1 9 .'Wxe2 @xdS+ with a 
material advantage for Black. 
l 6 . .\kg3 lll b6t i s  also prom is ing for the 
second player. 

1 6  . . . fG! l 7 .exf6 lll xf4 l 8 .lll xf4 
After 1 8 .gxf4? !  e5t Black has a serious 
development advantage and active p iece play 
i n  remrn for a smal l  material i nvestment .  

! 8 . . .  'We5i· I 9 .'We2 
1 9 .\!?d l d3t 

1 9  . . .  'Wa5i' 
Black can also keep the game go ing wi th 
l 9 . . .  i�xf6 ! ?  a l though th is would entai l  some 
r isk. 

20 .\Wd2 Wc5 "!'= 

1 6.hS 

l 6 .c4? ?  leads to d i saster for Wh i te after: 
1 6  . . .  b6 1 7.'Wb5 d3 1 8 .lll c3 lll a5 1 9 .'Wa6"1' 
©bs 20.l'l:b l lli xc4 2 1 .Elb4 

s � �;i.tnE �  
7 �- , /�u{ /� r�tfd@ 

r ; ��: "'-· · · · · ·  � 6 ii�� � · � � z . . . . .  /. ,.-//,'.%: %%; ,,;:;!;;: s n  • �� • 
4 ��'))� � ·�� 3 �- Y.�Tn' .. ··11r / 

2 L f..'l • , 0f�;;�-
. � ��� � 

a b e d e f g h 
"Il1 is pos i t ion occurred in Grigoryev 

Chybicki , Poland 1 990, and now 2 l . . .  d2i'N 
22.tl?d l lll d5  23 .lllxd 5 llibU!-+ would have 
been w inn ing. 

16  . . .  llldS 17.0-0-0 
Alternatives arc worse: 

1 n;i,d2 t/J b6!+ intend ing . . .  l'l:d5 .  

1 7 .g3 t/J xf4 l 8 .4':Jxf4 ( l  8 .gxf4? ?  Eld5 l 9.'Wc4 
'Wa5 "!' 20 .@d l [20 .c3 d3-+] 20 . . .  d3 2 1 .cxd3 
l"i:c5 22 .'We4 lll xe5-+) 
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� ��r�r : ,,"�1�) 
4 JjJjiti�'�' 3 �Jj; JJjff, 'JJ Jj 
2 ' 'drJ!JJ"!JJ m �n�� mJlm M � /, , , /, � � 

a b c d e f g h 

17  . . .  lt:Jb6!?N 
l 7 . . .  lt:Jxf4 l 8 .Cll xf4 b6 l 9 .'Wc4 'Wxe5 was fine 

for Black in  Andersen - Elcoate, email 2003.  
I am not sure i f  the text move is objectively an 
improvement, bur  i t  leads to more compl icated 
posi t ions and gives Whi te addi t ional chances 
to go wrong. 

l 8.Cllxd4!? 
Giving up a p iece and sett ing a small trap. 

After l 8 .\Wb5 E.i:d5 l 9 .\Wd3 Cll e7 20 .Cll xd4 
.�a4! 2 l .. �k3 �gd8t Black has a lot of active 
counterp lay for the two sacrificed pawns. 'Ti·ue, 
Wh i te has a dangerous passed h-pawn,  but he 
may not get enough rime to advance i t .  

18  . . .  �d5! 
l 8 . . . Cll xd4? 1 9 .\Wxcn mxc7 20.h6± is 

someth ing Black must avoid.  

a b c d e f g h 
19.Cllxe6! 

1 9 .1Wc3 Cll xd4 20.'Wxclt ©xc7 2 1 .h6 .�.b5 
22 .h7 ghS 23 .�xb5 4Jxb5 24Jl!,g5 Elxd l 'I' 
2 5 .r:JJxd l lll c3 ·j· 26 .r:JJe l  Cll d7+ l eaves White 
with a d ifficult  endgame. 

19 ... fxe6 20.Elxd5 Cllxd5 2 1 .il,g3 \Wh?ai 
The pos i tion is dynamically balanced and 

any resu l t  is poss ible .  

Conclusion 
The l ines examined i n  this chapter are al l  
characterized by White's refusal to defend his  
pawn o n  e5 by means of  f2-f4. In variations 
A and B he s imply al lows i t  to be captured, 
hoping to make gai ns in other areas such 
as quick mobi l izat ion of the p ieces and/or 
advancing the passed h-pawn.  We encountered 
several d ifferent  versions of the thematic 
endgame i nvolving the disappearance of  the 
pawns on  e5 and c3 , a related vers ion of  which 
can be found in  the last part of  the p revious 
chapter. 

Variation C leads to a d ifferent rype of 
struggle with White guarding the e5-pawn 
with the help of a bishop rather than a pawn 
on f4 . It is worth paying attention to this plan,  
although with careful play Black should have 
an easier t ime than in the big main l ines, and 
we saw several i nstances where the second 
player was able to generate strong counterplay. 
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a b c d c f g h  

1 1 .f4 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3 .ctJc3 .ib4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 .ixc3t 6.bxc3 ctJ e7 7.\Wg4 cxd4 

8.\Wxg7 gg8 9.Wlxh7 Wlc7 1 0.ctJe2 dxc3 1 1 .f4 

A) 1 2  . .ie3 
B) 1 2.gb l 
C) 1 2.ctJxc3 'Lld4! 

Cl )  1 3  . .ib2 
C2) 13 .1Wd3 'Ll ef5 

C2 1 )  14.g3 
C22) 14  . .id2 
C23) 14  . .ib2 

C l )  after I 7.1L:\ih3 

8 ,�/ft 35;;;;; ,)�.�ji!Ji; 
7 ,&, i �  .'Ii i // 

j ������ � � ;*!); i{Ji � 
a b c d c f g h 

1 7  . . .  VNcS !N 

1 1 . . .Cli bc6 

C2 I )  after 1 8  . .  \ll.a I 

a h c d c f g h  
18 . . .  1'lh8 !N 

C23)  after  1 7 .g.°3 

a h c d c f g h  
I 7 . . .  'i±lc7!N 

87 
87 
88 
89 
9 1  
9 1  
92 
93 
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l .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.llic3 i?,b4 4.e5 c5 5 .a3 
j,l,xc3t 6.bxc3 llie7 7.Wg4 cxd4 8.Wxg7 :gg8 
9.Wxh7 Wc7 10.llie2 dxc3 1 l .f4 

With this move we enter the main channels 
of the Winawer Po isoned Pawn. 

1 1 . . .llibc6 
I n  this chapter we wi l l  analyse three sidel i nes: 

A) 12 .. �e3, B) 12.!'!b l and C) 1 2.llixc3. 

l 2 .l2'lg3 .�,d7 gives White noth ing better than 
1 3 .Wf d3, when 1 3  . . .  d4 is analysed under the 
move order 1 2 .Wd3 d4 1 3 .l2'lg3 i/,d7 - sec 
variat ion C in  Chapter 8 .  

I n  terms of  popular i ty, 1 2 .Wd3 i s  the main 
l ine  by far. Coverage of  this move begins i n  the 
next  chapter on page 9 5 .  

However, I bel ieve the biggest theoretical 
chal lenge to the Poisoned Pawn comes from 
the modern l 2.h4 ! .  'll1 is  cri tical l ine  wi l l  be 
placed under the microscope in Chapters 
1 1 - 1 3 , beginn ing on page 1 47 .  

A) 12.�e3 

'fo is rare move deserves to be mentioned. 
Wh i te develops the bishop to a good square 
and res trains the . . .  d4 advance, which is one of  
B lack's main i deas. 

1 2  . . .  WaS! 
Support ing  the c3-pawn.  

13.Wd3N 
This seems l ike a logical way to improve on 

the following game: l 3.llid4 llixd4 1 4 .�.xd4 
\Wa4 1 5 .\Wd3 lli f5 1 6  .. libxc3 �d7 1 7.g3 :gcs+ 
Benzaquen - R. Garcia, Buenos Ai res 1 962. 
Black has a great posit ion with lots of activi ty, 
which more than compensates for the pawn 
deli.cir .  

I also considered 1 3 .l2'lg3N �d7 1 4 .j,l,e2 
0-0-0 1 5 .0-0 d4 1 6.�f2 llig6= with an active 
game for Black. 

13  . . .  b6! 14.llid4 
1 4 .E\d 1 lli f5 J 5 .ilJ2 .�,aG 1 6.Wxc3 E\c8t 

14 . . .. �,d7 1 5.g3 l2'lxd4 1 6  . . �xd4 Wa4 17 .. \il,xc3 
E\c8t 

Black has at least enough counterplay for a 
pawn.  

B) 12.EEbl 

a b c d e f g h 

Th is move is qui te thematic, but i t  is unusual 
to play i t  this early. 

12  . . .  b6!?N 
An i n terest ing attempt  to take advantage of 

White's move order. 
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·n1e standard l 2 . . . . \11,d7 is absolurely fine ,  with 
a l i kely transpos i t ion to a variation considered 
elsewhere in the book, for  i nstance afrer 
l 3 .Wd3 d4 - see variation D of Chapter 8 .  

1 3.ltJxc3 
l 3 .�e3 enab les Black to make a strong 

sacri fice : l 3 . . . d4! I 4 .ltJxd4 cn1e a l ternative 
is 1 4  . . �xd4 CtJxd4 l 5 .ltJxd4 a6� i ntend ing 
. . . .  \11,b7 with plen ty of activi ty f(Jr Black.) 
! 4 . . .  ltJ xd4 l 5 .§1,xd4 iJ.b7 ! 6.:gb3 Wd7 I 7 . . \11.b5  
tl,c6 1 8 .�,xcG Wxc6 I 9 .rhc3 \Wd 5� Black has 
excel lent play for  the sacrificed material . 

I 3 .Wd3 d4 transposes ro a few games. 1he 
cri t ica l cont inuat ion is 1 4 .ltJxd4 ltJxd4 
1 5 .Wxd4 �b7 1 6 .l'&b3 l'&c8 1 7 .:gg l �d5 when 
Black has enough counterplay to maint a i n the 
balance, Arslanov - Sadykov, Kazan 20 1 2 . 

1 3  . • .  ltJd4 
Now the posi t ion resembles the later variat ion 

C, with the moves l'&b 1 and . . .  b6 havi ng been 
i ncl uded . Perhaps the most s igni ficant effect of 
these two moves is that Whi te i s  deprived of 
the option of  long cas tl i ng . 

14.ltJbS 
1 4 .��Vd3 ltJef5 offers Black equal  chances, and 

can be compared with the later variat ion C2. 

I 4 . . \11,d2 §1.d7 is fine  for Black as wel l .  

14  • . •  ltJxbS l S0cl1!.xbSt .\V.d7 1 6.�xd?t 'it>xd7 
As usual in the French,  Black should be 

happy ro have exchanged the l ight-squared 
bishops.  

17.0-0 West 18.'it>hl Ei:af8 19 .Wd3 ltJ f5 
'Th reaten i ng . . .  ltJ g3"!" . 

20.:gf3 
20.g3 :gcs 2 1 .:gb2 Wd4+ 

20 ... Ei:c8 2 1 .c3 f.i:g6t 
Black has more than enough play for the 

sacri ficed pawn . 

C) 1 2.ltJxc3 

'Th is move has recently been played by 
Karjak in  among other strong p layers . 

12  • . .  ltJd4! 
1 2  . . .  ltJxe5 1 3 . ltJ b 5  \Wb8 1 4 . . W.e2 has scored 

wel l  for Whi te so far. 

The text move is a good and active solut ion.  
Now Whi te's two main opt ions arc Cl )  
13.�,b2 and  C2) 13 .Wd3. 
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Cl) 13  .. �b2 .lid? 

8 0:{�; �,t�i. 
: :�:ti,:1 5 ••• , ,��� : ��wf �" "�• 

/, . /,  ;/' . . . . .  : � � 
2 � � m  - � �  1 �� � ��-� �L.� � L . J  � 

a b c d e f g h 

14.0-0-0 
1 4 .Wd3N gives B lack a choice. 1 4  . . .  '2lef5 is 

a s imple opt ion which transposes to l 3 .Wd3 
l2Jef5 l 4 .,<Jl,b2 ,<Jl,d7 - sec variat ion C23 below. 
Al ternatively, via this move order B lack can 
consider 1 4  . . .  '2ldf5 ! ?t  with good p rospects . 

14  . . .  ct:JdfS 
1 4  . . .  Wb6?! was p layed recently by the French 

cxpen Vit iugov, but it looks rather shaky to 
me as the knight on d4 is unstable. 

a b c d e f g h 
All three games i n  the database have 

cont inued with l 5 . \Wd3 '2ldf5 1 6 .'2lb5 ,  but  
after the accurate reply 16 . . JkS l 7 .g3 a6 
1 8 .ctJc\4 �a4 1 9 .:8'.d2 :8'.c4= Black was fine in  
Svidlcr - Vir iugov, Paris/St Perersburg 20 1 3 . 

However, I found some improvements for  

White.  One  option is l 5 .'2l xd5 ! ?N '2l b3 ·i· 
l 6 .cxb3 cxd5 l 7.�,d3 when Whi te's strong 
b ishops offer him the better prospects. 

Another serious option is l 5 .g4 ! ?N ,  a 

thematic pawn sacrifice that both sides should 
keep i n  mind in  the Po isoned Pawn .  After 
1 5 . . . :8'.xg4 1 6J�,h3 :8'.g8 1 7 . f5 !  Whi te has a 
strong in i t iat ive.  

a b c d e f g h 

1 5.ct:JbS 
I considered two other options .  

1 5 .Wh3 gives Black a choice between 
a) l 5 . . .  1t.Jf c5 and b) 1 5  . . .  Wb6: 

a) l 5 . . .  Wc5 was played i n  a recent  h igh- level 
encounter. 1 6 .:8'.d2 0-0-0 1 7 .g4 '2l e3 1 8 .ctJ d l  
ctJ xfl 1 9 .�xfl .\1Lb5 20.:8'.e I '2l c6 2 l . f5 This 
complex pos i t ion was reached in Karj akin -
Nepomniachtchi ,  Moscow 20 1 3 . 
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Here I wou ld  prefer 2 1  . . .  WbSN ( i nstead of  
2 l . . .  d4 wh ich opens the  way for  Wh i te's kn ight  
to come to e4) to secure the k ing. Later Black 
can use the c-n l e  for  his rook and/or push with 
. . .  d4 at a more appropriate moment .  B lack has 
fu l l  compensation for the sacr ificed pawn and 
the pos i t ion is  dynam ical ly equal . 

b) 1 5  . . .  Wb6 1 6 .;gd2 occurred i n  Luther -
Ruppert, Wiesbaden 20 1 1 .  Here i nstead of 
castl i ng  I suggest the novel ty:  

I t  i s  also wonh mention ing the spectacular and 
so far  u nrested idea: 
l 5 .:gxd5 ! ?N 

1 5  . . .  exd 5 
Black can also reject the sacr ifice with 
1 5  . . .  0-0-0! ?  when my main l i ne conti nues: 
1 6 .lll b5  .�.xb5 1 7 .Ei'.xd8"j" Ei'.xd8 I 8 Jhb5 a6 
l 9 . . 'il.a4 lll g6 20.ib3! Wb8! 1h rearen i ng 
. . .  ;gh8 .  2 I .. \kxe6 (2 l .g4 Wc6! 22.Ei'.e 1 f 22.:gg I 
Wc5 23.Ei'.h l Wc6=] 22 . . .  lll d4 23 .Jhd4 
Ei'.xd4 24.Wb2 Necessary to p revent .. .\Wc3 . 
24 . . .  Ei'.xf4= Black's activi ty should secure at 
least a draw. ) 2 l . . .  fxe6 22.\Wxg6 EZc8 Once 
aga in  Wh ite cannot hope for more than a 
d raw: 23 .Wb l (23 . c3 \Wc4 !)  23 . . .  \Wxc2i" 
24.Wa l \Wb3 25 .Ei'.c l :gxcl "!" 26.Jhc l lt.Jd4 
27J�l.b2 lll c2"1" 28 .Wb l �xa3·r 29.Wa l = 

l 6 .lll xd5 �fc5 !  
·n1 is  i s  the most  straigh tforward . 

1 7 .lll fM Weis 

1 8 . lll xgS 
l 8 .id3 ? !  Ei'.xg2 1 9 .\WhS"i" lll g8 20 .lll xd7 
Ei'.g l "I" 2 1 .l'i:xg l �fxg l "l" 22.Wd2 ��Vf2"!" 23.<J7c3 
VBd4l 24 .Wb3 iWd 5 "!" 25  . .  �,c4 iWfH 26.Wa2 
Wxd7+ is  messy but bener fo r Black. 

1 8  . . . \We3"!" 1 9 .Wb l  We U 2<L'il.c l �d5=  
Wh i te can do noth i ng to prevent  perpetual 

check from the knight on c3 and a4. B lack can 
assess h i s  opponent's response before decid i ng 
whether to force a draw i m mediately o r  try 
someth ing  else. 

1 5  . . .  Jhb5! 
l 5 . . .  \Wb6 should be avo ided due to :  

1 6.lll d6i" !N ( l  6 .lll d4 0-0-0 l 7 .\Wh3 Wb8= 
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Casel la - Kazmierczuk,  co rr. 20 1 0 . )  1 6  . . .  llixd6 
1 7 .exd6 Wxd6 1 8 .g3± 

a b c d e f g h 

I6.�,xb5t 'lt>f8 I7.Wh3 
1 7 .�,d3 lli e3 1 8 .i'.l:d2 lli c4 1 9 .�xc4 Wxc4= 

Lecha Gonzalez - Schyndel, corr. 20 1 1 .  

After the text move I found an improvement 
for Black. 

1 8.�d3 \We3t 19 .Wxe3 llixe3= 
Black will res rore material equal i ty by 

picking up the pawn on g2 . In the ensuing 

endgame his chances are at least equal ,  as  his  
pawn strucrnre is better and his kn ights wil l  
have good outpost squares avai lable. 

C2) 13 .Wd3 llief5 

'This posit ion has arisen qui te a few times 
via the move order 1 2 .Wd3 lli f5 ( 1 2  . . .  d4 
is my recommendation ,  as revealed later in  
Chapter 8)  1 3 .llixc3 llicd4. However, i f  Black 
plays that way he must take in to considerat ion 
options such as 1 3 .Wxc3 and 1 3 .1'.l:g l ! ? .  

At th i s  po int  Whi te's ma in  options are C2 1 )  
14.g3 , C22) 14.�.d2 a n d  C23) 1 4.;Jl,b2. 

1 4 .1'.l:g l is bad due to 1 4  . . .  Wc5!+. 

After 1 4 .llib5 ?! lli xb5 1 5 .Wxb5 ·! �d7 1 6 .�ld3 
the novel ty 1 6  . . .  0-0-0N+ is  better for Black, 
who intends . . .  �.a4 or  . . .  �c6 and . . .  d4. 

Final ly, I 4 .i'.l:a2 .:ikd7 1 5 .i'.l:b2 i'.l:c8 I 6 .�.d2 
occurred in Mueller - Hannebauer, corr. 
1 986,  and now 1 6  . . .  b6N+ intending . . .  Wc5 is 
good for  Black. 

C2 1 )  I4.g3 
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14  • • .  i!.d7 
Now Whi te must worry about a rook 

arriving on  the c-fi le .  

1 5  .. \kh3 
1 5  . . \kd2 is analysed under l 4Jl?,d2 .\kd7 

l 5 .g3 - see variat ion C22 below. 

1 5  . .\kb2? was played in  McClemenr - Burrows, 
Sunn ingdale 20 1 1 . Whi te's last move is a 
mistake wh ich could have been pun ished as 
fol lows: l 5 . . . lll e3 !N 1 6 .<i?f2 ( 1 6 .gc ] \¥fc5 !+) 
1 6  . . . llig4"1' 

1 5  . . .  gc8 1 6  .. lk',b2?? 
lh i s  natura l  move loses ou trigh t. 

'foe lesser evi l  i s  J 6 . .  �d2, wh ich transposes to 
the note to Whi te's l 6th move in variation 
C22 below. 

1 6  . . .  lll e3! 17.gcl 
l 7 .<i>f2 was played i n  R. Ryan - Myers , USA 

1 992 ,  and here l 7 . . .  llldxc2N-+ is crush i ng. 

17  .. . \Wb6 1 8  .. \tl,a l  
111 is pos i tion was reached in  Antal -

Bodrogi ,  Budapest 1 998 .  Here the eas iest  
route to v ictory would have been :  

a b c d e f g h 

1 8  . . .  gh8!N 
Forc ing the bishop to retreat before execut ing 

the winning combinat ion .  

1 9._\11,fl lll exc2t! 20.gxc2 lllxc2t 2 1 .\Wxc2 
d4-+ 

C22) 14  .. libd2 

After 1 5 .m) 1 the s implest response is l 5 . . .  b6, 
i ntend ing . . .  \Wc5 or . . .  gc8 when Black is fine .  

1 5  . . .  gc8 16,gcl 
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1 6 .�h3 occurred i n  Pinheiro - Casrro, 
Lisbon 2004, and one subsequent game. 
White was victorious in  both encount ers, bur  
l 6 . . .  Wc5 !N would have been a s trong reply, 
prevent ing cast l ing i n  either d i rection.  In  this 
case Black keeps the better chances, and after 
the plausible reply 1 7 .Ei'.c 1 we transpose to the 
main l i ne below. 

16  . . .  Wc5! 
With this typical resource, Black improves 

the pos it ion of the queen and l imits the 
opponent's options.  White hardly has any 
active p rospects at  al l ,  and his  exrra pawn 
exerts no influence on rhe game. Meanwhile 
Black's pieces coordinate harmon iously. 

17.�,h3 
Here frnmd a usefi.il improvement fo r 

Black. 

8 �Am•mAm 
7 � • m.tm • m  6 �-; �"��· : ·���81�-
.�mi'S "•' 3 " "� " M�g" "11rn 2 --!ir�Ji � � - -�  ;;,, , j  � 

a b c d e f g h 

17 . . .  a5!N 
In  Tukhaev - Limontas, Anek 2000, Black 

elected to s impl ify with I 7 . . .  tll b 5 ? ! but there 
is no need to rel ieve the tens ion .  After the 
text move i t  is hard for White to find a good 
plan. Despite being a pawn down,  Black keeps 
an advantage in view of his well-coord inated 
pieces and Whi te's lack of counrerplay. 

C23) 14.�b2 

This is White's most chal lenging option,  
guarding the knight and preparing long 
castl i ng. 

14  . . .  �d7 
1 4  . . . tll e3 ? !  1 5 . 4:J b5 !  tll dxc2 "!" (or 1 5  . . .  tll exc2"!" 

1 6 .Wd l tll xb5 1 7 .Ei'.c l !±) 1 6 .Wf2:!; was good 
for White in Greet - Wil l iams, Liverpool 
2007. 

1 5.0-0-0 
I 5 .g3? transposes to I 5 .. �b2? in the notes to 

variation C2 I above. 

1 5  . . . :gcs 16.Ei'.d2 

a b c d e f g h 
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1 6  . . .  W'a5 
I 6 . . .  \Wc5 I 7 .g3 �c6 J 8 j�J13 !±  is mentioned 

by Khal i fman, but the text move is an 
improvement. 

17.g3 
l 7 .lll xd5 ? ?  is a fatal error rhar was p layed 

in Ringo i r  - Wil l iams,  Liverpool 2008 . Here 
the most clear-cut win would have been :  
l 7 . .  .1'hc2tN ! 8 .W'xc2 lll xc2 I 9 .lLi f6t ©f8 
20.©xc2 (20.lll xd?t ©g7 2 1 .©xc2 lll e3t 
22 .Wd3 lLixfl -+) 20 . . .  ,\.ka4t 2 1 .Wc l  El:h8-+ 

a b c d e f g h 

17  . . . We?!N 
With the s imple but effective plan of 

doubl ing the rooks on the c-file .  

1 7  . . .  El:c5 is p layable  but sl ightly less accurate. 
l 8.�J13 �,b5  l 9 .lllxb5 El:xb5 occurred i n  
Briscoe - Wi l l iams, Liverpool 2008 , and here 
White can improve wi th 20.�,xf5 !N lll xf5 
2 1 .©b I .  I n  the resul t ing pos i t ion Black keeps 
some compensation ,  bur I doubt that it is 
enough ro cla im  fu l l  equal i ty if Whi te plays 
precisely. 

1 8.�,h3 El:c7 19.g4 El:gc8 20.gxf5 

a b c d e f g h 

20 . . .  tLlb3t! 21 .cxb3 
2 1 .©b 1 ?  El:xc3 22.�,xc3 El:xc3 23 .cxb3 

transposes ro 23 .©b I ?  below. 

21 . . .  f!xc3t 22.Shc3 f!xc3t 23.Wb2 
After 23.©b 1 ?  f!xd3 24.�xd3 .�b5-+ Wh i te 

does nor have t ime ro coord inate h i s  p ieces . 

23 . . .  �xd3 24.f!xd3 
In material terms White is doing okay, bur 

h i s  lack of coord inat ion i s  s t i l l  a problem. 

24 . . .  \Wb6!!j: 
11irearen ing . . .  \Wf2t.  An imporranr  po inr  

is rhat  Wh i te can nor  play 25 .Ei:fl ? due to 
25  . . . . �b5 .  

Conclusion 
All  th ree of the ma in l i nes exam ined i n  this 
chapter lead to pos i t ions where Black has 
ample compensation for being a pawn down . 
Variat ion C has occurred i n  several games 
between strong players , bur I have found no 
cause for concern;  on the contrary, i n  many 
l i nes i t  i s  Wh i te who r isks fal l ing i n ro a worse 
pos i t ion .  
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12.�d3 d4! 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.ctJ c3 �h4 4.eS cS S.a3 �xc3t 6.hxc3 ctJ e7 7.'Wg4 cxd4 

8.'Wxg7 gg8 9.'Wxh7 'Wc7 10 .ctJe2 dxc3 1 1 .f4 ctJ bc6 12 .'Wd3 

A) 13 .g3 
B) 1 3.h4 h6! 

B l )  1 4.hS?! 
B2) 14.ctJxd4 

C) 13 .ctJg3 �d7 
Cl)  14.�e2 
C2) 14.ctJe4 

D) 1 3.gh l �d7 
Dl )  14.ctJ g3 
D2) 1 4.h3!?  
D3) 14.g3 
D4) 1 4.ggl 

B I )  a fter 1 7 .li'ig3 

1 2  . . .  d4! 

C: l )  note ro 1 7  .CiJd6"1" D3) after 24 .[i;bd 

96 
97 
97 
99 

1 00 
1 00 
102 
1 06 
1 06 
1 09 
1 09 
1 1 2 

• h c d c f g h • h c d c f g h a b c d c f g 11 
l 7  . . .  li'ig6 !N l 8  . . .  li'icc7!N 24 . .  .1'lc3!N 



Poisoned Pawn 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.ctJc3 �h4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 
�xc3t 6.bxc3 llJe7 7.'\Wg4 cxd4 8.'\Wxg7 
gg8 9.'\Wxh7 '\Wc7 IO.llJe2 dxc3 1 1 .f4 llJbc6 
1 2.'\Wd3 

8 i�:!�l!�;m 7 /i% i � ��· · -
6 /,,, , , %ui)m1. m %m 5 � � · �  � 4 ::.::_, ,_::_ 
3 � •im � 
2 ' ':: ',11,'.�:: �-% ' " "/ ��-� ��-/� �mPl'"" . �� � ?��-M 

a b c d e f g h 

1 2  . . .  d4! 
'fl1e trad i tional main l i ne has been I 2 . . . . �d7, 

buc I bel ieve White can get a comfortable 
edge there without too much d ifficul ty. 111e 
text move has become more popular i n  recent  
years , and has  been tested at the h ighest leve l .  
B lack i n tends to sacri fice the d-pawn in  order 
to open l ines and activate h i s  p ieces . If Whi te 
decides not to take i t ,  he wi l l  have a cramped 
pos i t ion and may find it d ifficu l c  to activate h i s  
queenside p ieces . 

l e  is worth ment ion ing I 2 . . .  lll f5 ! ?  as an 
i ncerest ing al cemative, after which 1 3 .lllxc3 
lllcd4 transposes to var iat ion C2 of the p rev ious 
chapter. However, with this move order 
Wh i te must also reckon on the poss ib i l i ti es of 
1 3 .�Vxc3 and 1 3 .�g l ! ? .  

After the  text move, the  most cr it ica l  and  
popular conci nuat ion is l 3 .lll xd4 ,  which can 
be found in the next two chapters. 

Before then we wi l l  consider the various 
ways in  which Wh i te may decl ine the d-pawn,  
namely A) 1 3.g3,  B)  1 3.h4, C)  13 .llJg3 and 
D) 1 3.gbl .  

1 3 .gg l ? !  '1Wb6! is a l ready s l ightly better for  
Black. The last move is worth remembering, 
as i t  secures the d4-pawn wh i le  concro l l ing 
the b ]  -square, mak ing i t  d ifficu l c  for Whi te 
to develop either of h i s  queenside p ieces . 
One of my own games conci nued 1 4 .lllg3 
.�d7 l 5 .lll e4 0-0-0 1 6 .lll d6"f mbs l 7 .lll c4 
'\Wc5 when Black had a sol id  gri p and a clear 
advantage in  D. Ledger - Berg, London 20 1 1 .  

A) 13 .g3 

'Il1e idea of fianchetto ing the bishop is wel l 
known, al though i t  has rarely been seen i n  
this exact posi t ion .  B lack has a choice o f  good 
repl ies. 

13 ... b6!?N 
·n1 is has not yet been tested , but we a lready 

know that the queenside fianchetto is an 
attractive plan for Black. Two other moves can 
be considered . 

'fl1e uncested l 3 . . .  �%6! ?N deserves attention ,  
with the same ideas as i n  the above note wi th 
1 3 .ggl  ? ! .  

1 3  . . .  �,d7 has been chosen i n  a l l  th ree of the 
ex ist ing games, i nc luding one of my own .  
Wh i te has two ma in  options: 

a) I 4 .i/,g2 0-0-0 1 5 .m) l is covered later 
under the move order I 3 .m1 l ild7 l 4 .g3 
0-0-0 1 5 Jl?,g2 - see variat ion D3 .  However, 
v ia the presenc move order B lack has the 
tempt ing option of 14 . . .  '\Wb6! ?N .  

b) For th i s  reason 1 4 .�b l N  is more accurate, 
and after 1 4  . . .  0-0-0 1 5  . . �g2 Whi te reaches 
the same pos i t ion without a l lowing the b lack 
queen to go to b6. Tum to page 1 1 0 for the 
conti nuat ion from this posi t ion .  

14.llJxd4! 
"lli is i s  the only cr itical test ,  as other move� 

would a l low . . . . �,b7 and . . .  0-0-0 with a grea t 
pos i t ion for Black. 
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14  • . •  Cllxd4 1 5 .1Mfxd4 .ib7 1 6  • .ib5t 
This annoying check was the main reason 

why I preferred 13 . . .  .lll.d7 when I encountered 
l 3 .g3 over the board. However, subsequent 
analysis convinced me that Black does not 
experience any problems after moving his king. 

16 . . .  c;!{fs 

17  . .  J�hS! 1 8.1Mff2 :gds 1 9.a4 c;!{gsiii 
Here too, Black has ful l  compensation for 

the  pawn.  

B) 13.h4 

Push ing the h-pawn is a standard idea in the 
Winawer Poisoned Pawn .  Here White uses it 
as a wait ing move before deciding whether to 
rake on d4 or not .  

13 . . .  b6! 
Once again ,  the fianchetro development 

works wel l  when Black has t ime for i t .  

l 3 . . .  .lll,d7 l 4 .h5  transposes to  the  l 2 . h4!  d4! 
variat ion as covered i n  Chapter 1 3 . This is 
playable for Black, bur i t  also happens to be 
the most theoretical ly critical l ine of  the ent i re 
Po isoned Pawn system. The present variation 
is less dangerous and thus should be preferred. 

From here White has tried Bl )  14.h5?! and 
B2) 14.Clixd4. 

B l )  14.h5?! 

This is i l logical , for reasons that wi l l  soon be 
explained. 

14 . . .  .ib? 15 .h6 
1 5 .:§:gl  0-0-0 1 6 .g4 c;!{b8 was also p leasant 

for Black in  Von Meijenfeldt - Maatman , 
Dieren 20 1 1 . 

1 5  • . •  o-o-o l 6.h7 :ghs 
"01 is pos i tion can best be understood by 

comparing i t  to variat ion B of Chapter 1 3 , 
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which can be reached by subst i tu t ing the moves 
. . .  .\kd7 and . . .  lt>b8 for . . .  b6 and . . .  i/,b7. In that 
l i ne, Black was forced to develop h is bishop 
on  d7 earl ier, and after cast l i ng he moved h i s  
k ing to  b8 with the  i ntent ion of rerout ing the 
bishop to c8 and b7. 

In  the p resent l i ne, by develop ing the bishop 
to b7 d i rectly, B lack has saved two fu l l  tempos 
- as wel l  as gai n i ng some add i tiona l  flexib i l i ty 
by delayi ng the move . . .  lt>b8,  which he may be 
able to do without .  

17.ctJg3 
Another idea is : 

1 7 .)';b 1 
By coveri ng the b4-square, White prepares 
to free h is queenside p ieces with a3-a4 and 
i/,a3. 

1 7  . . .  tbd5 
Ih is is my preference, p reventing a2-a4 as 
there is  now another kn ight ready to jump 
to  b4 .  Sti l l ,  j ust about any  sens ib le move w i l l  
give Black an improved vers ion of var iat ion 
B2 of Chapter 1 3 . 
For i nstance, l 7 . . .  'i�b8 was played in a 
recent  game which cont inued : 1 8 .�h6 tbg6 
l 9.�h5 ?  Los ing  t ime .  ( l  9 .lt>f2 ! ?  was a better 
try. )  1 9  . . .  ttJfS 20.g4 tbd7!  I n tending . . .  tbc5  
w i th  an overwhelm ing  pos i t ion for Black, 
Jacko - Kovac, Mart i n  20 1 3 . 

1 8 .�h6 
l 8 .tbxd4 tbxf4! 1 9  . .lkxf4 tbxd4 is  r isky for 
Wh ite . 

1 8  . . .  i'He7 
Black had good prospects in Elburg - Bel l ,  

corr. 20 1 2 . 'The computer says that the pos i t ion 
is equa l  but I wou ld  favour  Black, especia l ly 
i n  an over-the-board game. 'There are various 
plans, i ncl ud i ng the cen tra l  break wi th . . . f6, 
d ropping the queen back to f8 and perhaps 
later g7, and the kn ight retreat to c7 with the 
idea of . . . . \la6 and perhaps . . .  d .? later. 

The tex t move was seen i n  Wang Hao -
Vit iugov, St Petersburg 20 1 2 , and here I would 
l ike to propose a novel ty. 

1 8.'\Wc4 
1 8 .tbe4? ?  tbcxe5 l 9 .fxe5 i'Hxe5-+ 1s the 

tact ical po i nt beh ind Black's last move. 

18 . . .  iibs 19.�d3 'We? 
I ntendi ng . . .  tba5  with a good game for  

Black. 
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B2) 14.lbxd4 lbxd4 1 5.'Wxd4 

This is the more cri t ical try, a iming to pun ish 
B lack for his s low queenside developmenr. 
Play l eads practically by force to the fol lowing 
endgame. 

14 . . .  lDfS 1 6.ibSt id? 17.'Wxd?t 'Wxd7 
18 .ixd7t 'itixd7 

An analogous endgame has occurred in a 
few games after: I 3 .ct'lxd4 ct'lxd4 I 4 .\Wxd4 
ct'l f5 ?  (The correct 1 4  . . . . W,d7 is covered i n  
t h e  next chapter) 1 5 .�b5 '1" .\kc\7 1 6 .\Wxd?"I" 
\Wxd7 l 7.�xd7'!" �xd7 1 8 . �f2 Black has 
no compensation for  the miss ing pawn,  and 
White is  vi rtually winn ing. 

Fortunately, i n  the presen t  l ine  the inclusion 
of  the moves h2-h4 and . . .  b6 helps Black 
considerably, by loosening Whi te's ent i re 
kingside. "I11e g- and h-pawns are both weak, 
and Black should soon be able to restore 
material equal i ry. 

1 9.'itifl 
White has also tried I 9 .Ei:h2 Ei:g4 20 .h5  Ei:ag8 

2 l . h6 ,  when Black faces a choice: 

a b c d e f g h 
a) 2 1 . . .jgh8 wins back the h-pawn,  bur after 
22.�f2 Ei:xh6 23 .Ei:xh6 ct'l xh6 24.�f3! Ei:g8 
25 .�.e3 White had some i n it iat ive in Borosova 
- Berg, Gibraltar 20 1 2 . 

b) 2 1 . . .Ei:h4! is more precise, as poinred our  by 
both Vit iugov and Watson .  Play may cont inue 
22 .h7 l=1h8 23 .Ei:xh4 ct'l xh4 24.�f2 Ei:xh7 
fol lowed by . . .  Ei:g7 with an approximately 
equal endgame. 

21 .:gagl lbxh4 22.g3 liJfS 
Viti ugov evaluates this endgame as better for  

Black, which seems a b i t  optim istic, and after a 
series of logical moves the fol lowing high-level 
game was drawn . 
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a b c d e f g h 

23.gh3 c;t>e7 
23, . .liic6!? also seems fi ne, head ing for rhe 

queenside. 'The resr of rhe game is not roo 
imporran t fo r us, but I will presen t  it with a 
few brief comments .  

24.c;t>f3 tllxe3 25.c;t>xe3 gds 26.gh2 ggg8 
gd2!? 

Not the only p layable move, but the s implest  
way to l iqu idate to a drawn rook ending. 
Wh i te has too many weaknesses and i s  unable 
to do much wi th h is extra pawn .  

28.gxd2 cxd2 29.c;t>xd2 ghs 30.f5 exf5 
3 1 .gxf5 gh5 32.gfl gh4 33.c;t>e3 ga4 

34 . . .  gxa3t 35.c;t>e4 ga4t 36.gd4 gxd4t 
37.c;t>xd4 f6 38.e6 c;t>d6 39.c;t>c4 a6 4o.c;t>b4 
c;t>c6 
11z_11z 

Bologan - Kamsky, Reggio Emi l i a  20 1 0 . 

C) 1 3.tllg3 

a b c d e f g h 

With th is  move White hopes to ut i l ize the 
newly-ava i l able e4-square. 

13  .. . �d7 
Black has no t ime for a fianchetto, as the 

knight wil l  del iver a pai nfu l  check from d6 
or f6 . Now Wh i te can choose between Cl )  
1 4.�e2 and  C2) 14.tlle4. 

1 4 .Ei:b I i s  covered later under the move order 
1 3 .Ei:b 1 ,�d7 1 4 .<i'lg3 - sec variat ion D l. 

Cl )  14.�e2 

'1l1 i s  developing move has been used by 
Karjaki n .  

14  . . .  Wfb6! 
We arc al ready fami l ia r  with this method of 

prevent ing gb I .  S ince White is  about to casde 
on the ki ngside, tactical th reats on the a7-g I 
d iagonal may also come int o  p lay. 
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In the game Kamsky preferred 23 . . .  d3t 
and even tual ly lost ,  a lthough h is pos i t ion at 
th is  s tage was st i l l  at least equal . Subsequent 
analys is has demonstrated that i t  i s  even better 
for Black to keep the d iscovered check i n  
reserve for a few more moves. 

24.tZ:lxfS exf5 25.�a3 d3t 26.Wh l  �xf3 
27 J:'!'.xf3 dxc2 

Black holds an advantage thanks to h i s  better 
p iece coord inat ion and dangerous passed 
c-pawns. 

C2) 14.tZ:le4 

8 1�: ,�tt�i· : fi,i�k?i�. 
s g  m D m 
4 m �l{J� m 3 . �miVn '.� 
2 " "•�a �. 'tR �� m mrmM 

a b c d e f g h 
·n1 is is the obvious fol low-up to Wh i te's 

last move. 'D1e kn igh t  is excel len tly placed , 
a l though Wh i te runs the r isk of making too 
many moves with the same p iece. 

14  . . .  0-0-0 1 5.tZ:ld6t 
1 5  .E\b I i s  covered under the move order 

1 3 .Elb l �d7 1 4 .lll g3 0-0-0 1 5 .lll e4 - see the 
note to Wh i te's I 5 th move in variat ion D I  
below. 

1 5 .g3 tl?bS 1 6 .E:b I occurred i n  P iku la -
Sedlak, Kragujevac 20 1 1 .  Here i nstead of 
. . . . \li,c8 I suggest 1 6  . . .  lll a5 !N wh ich gives B lack 
quick activi ty. ll1C1·e m igh t fo l low 1 7  .. llg2 
.�cG 1 8 .0-0 lLl f5+ when Black has the better 
chances. 

1 s  . . .  iibs 1 6.:Sb1 
1 6.lll xf7?!  

'faking the pawn i mmediately offers Black a 
lot of counterplay. 

l 6 . . .  E\df8 1 7 .lll d6 lll f5 1 8 .lllxf5 Elxf5 
Whi te has made s ix consecut ive moves wi th 
the same piece, only to sec it exchanged . I n  
the same period , Black has brought h i s  k ing 
to safety on the qucensidc and activated h i s  
ent i re army. 

a b c d e f g h 
1 9 .g3 ?  

Wh i te attempts t o  develop h i s  k ings ide 
p ieces, bur a l lows a tact ical shot .  

1 9  . . .  lll xe5 !  20 .fxc5 Elxc5t 2 1 .\ii f2 
Now Black could have won with :  
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22 . . .  :gg5 
Apart from . . .  e5 ,  Black a lso threatens 
. . .  :gxf4·1· . A poss ible finish is :  

s � �� m&� 
7 W1'1�l't.d.� 
6 , 'Bilml•�• 
5 m 

�
m�- tfl

�
m � � ��� �M � 4 � �• �a m  3 � %�.l�mL_%m % 

2 /, - "�f �"- �-:/�tfl m:a:� =�mn 
a b c d e f g h 

16 . . .  b6 17.tllxf7 
'faking the f-pawn is s l ightly better here than 

on the previous turn, as White benefits from 
the developing move E&b I ,  whereas Black's 
. . .  bG is not as usefli l ( though i t  is also nor 
completely without value) . 

l 7 .CDb5 'Wb7 1 8 .CDdG is a s l ightly annoying 
repet it ion of  moves, when Black has nothi ng 
berter than 1 8  . . .  'Wc7 . I f  B lack is desperate to 
play for a w in  then l 8 . . .  'Wa8 ? !  can be rr ied , 

but this clearly m isplaces the queen and is not 
someth ing I can honestly recommend. 

1 7 .g3 
This has been p layed a few t imes, but  it does 
not trouble Black at al l .  

17 . . .  ctJ f5 1 8 .'Dxf5 exf5 1 9 .�g2 .@,e6 
Not for the fi rst  t ime, Whi te has spent 
several tempos manoeuvring his  kn igh t , 

only to see i t exchanged . Meanwhile ,  h i s  
queenside pieces remain undeveloped . 
I n  one game he tried to rect ify this ,  with 
d isastrous consequences . 

20.a4? ?  
20 . 0-0 should be p referred , al though after 
20 . . .  CDa5 Black has the more comfortable 
pos i t ion .  

20 . . .  �a2 !  2 1 .:1'i:a l ctJ b4 
Black al ready has a decis ive arrack. 

22.\ilf xf5 5li.e6 23 .'We4 �.d5  24.'We2 .11!.xg2 
25 .'Wxg2 CD xc2'i' 26 .'Wxc2 d3 27 .'Wb3 d2'!' 
28 .. 11/.xd2 Ei:xd2 29.Ei:c l 'Wc5 

0- 1 Reinhart - Carpent ier, Le Port Marly 
2009 . 

17 . . . gdfS 1 8.tll d6 tll fS 19.tllxfS gxfS 20.a4 
This move has been p layed in a few 

co rrespondence games. I r  leads to messy 
compl ications, bur Black is completely fi ne 
and i t  seems to me that i t  is Wh i te who needs 
to be more carefu l .  

20.g3 ? !  
' Il1 is is not as  bad  as I 9 .g3? i n  the  analogous 
pos i tion i n  the note co Whi te's l Gth move. 
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However, Black can st i l l  obta in  an exec lent 
game with a fami l iar  device. 

20 . . . CDxe5! 2 l . fxe5 

2 1 . . . .  �,cG! 
Compared with the aforement ioned l i ne ,  
Black must change h i s  approach sl igh tly. 
The poin t  i s  that 2 l . . .  Elxe5i" ?  is refu ted by 
22Jl/,e2, as the rook on b I prevents the reply 
.. J�,b5 . 

22 .l3g i .�e4 ! 23 .1Wxe4 
23 .iWe2?? d3 24 .cxd3 �J3-+ 
23 .1Wc4 1Wxc4 24.i/,xc4 .\kxc2 25 .Elb4 d3+ 

23 . . .  [lxe5 24 .1We2 

24 . . .  ElfS!N+ 
Improvi ng on 24 . . .  Elxe24" 2 5  . .  11.l,xe2 e5 as 

p layed in Kovacevi c  - Buka l ,  Zadar 20 I 0 .  
Now i nstead of 26.l3g2? White should have 
played 26.Elb5 !N reach ing an unclear pos i tion 
where anyth i ng could happen .  

'The text move is better; the wh i te queen 
is not runn ing away, so Black should take 

the opportun i ty co i m prove the rook before 
cak ing fu rther action .  Alchough Wh i te has 
enough mater ia l  for  the queen ,  his poor 
coo rd inat ion and exposed king give Black the 
advantage . 

a b c d e f g h 

20 . . .  ctJxcS! 2 1 .Wfxd4 
2 l . fxe5 

Taking the kn ight is dangerous for Wh i te, 
a l though he can d raw with computer­
accurate defence . 

2 l . . .  '11.¥xe5t  22 .l-fld I 
22 .\We2? V-olf d6!-+ leaves Wh i te unable co 

develop h i s  p i eces or safeguard h i s  k ing 
w i thout making fatal concess ions .  

22 . . .  Elf2 

23.Elb4! 
Only rh is move is good enough co save the 
game for Wh i te. There m igh t fol low: 
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23 . . . . \11.eS 24.!".lxd4 .W.h5 °i" 2 5 .g4 §1,xg4 ·i· 26.!".lxg4 
!".lxg4 27.iWdSi' 'tt>b7 28 .\Wd7-J" 'ti?bS 29 .iWdSt= 

With perpetual check. 

s - � mA � 1 - '�1[1�� 
6

, ,., ,.!_.. 
s m �- - A�-· 
4 ���; ; wfl&� 
3 '8.VJJ,JB'� 
2 m 3 m  m 3 0.  �g� �]iJ-g � - . . . . .  r. / • . . . .  z � 

a b c d e f g h 

21 . . .lllg6 22.E:b3 
Another correspondence game continued : 

22 . .\1l.d3 l/J h4!  23.!".lg l 
23 .. \1l,xf5 l/Jxf5 24 .\We5 (24 .iWd3 §1,xa4 
gives Black a cont inuous stro ng in i t iat ive) 
24 . . .  \Wxe5t 2 5 . fxe5 !".lxg2 26.El:b3 !".lxc2 
27.@d l Ei:a2 28 .El:xc3 �,xa4t 29.'tt>e l  l/J h4+ 
Wh i te faces a d iHicu lr  endgame. 

23 . . .  Ei:xg2 24.�%St 'ti?b7 

a b c d e f g h 
25 .El:xg2 l/J xg2t 26.@f2 )]xf4-j" 27 .. '!ll.xf4 1¥fxf-4-j" 
28 .'tt>xg2 

Here the players agreed a draw in Maierhofor 
- Vivante-Sowter, corr. 20 1 2 , i n  view of 
28 . . .  ,'!ll,c6t with perpetual check to fol low. 

s � -� m A� 
7 fii '01J( '�!fl�� � 
6 fj,��1!.1. 
s !fl�!fl •i•� 
: ir•�J!l.� 
2 m 3 m  m8D  � � ��J�g � ftj L J  � 

a b c d e f g h 

22 . . .  E:dS 23.�b4 lllh4 24.E:xc3 ic6 25.E:gl 
�d7 

The pos i t ion remains  sharp b ur dynamically 
balanced. [n  an over- the-board game I would 
say Black's attack is worth at  least as much 
as Whi te's extra pawns, bur  in  the fol lowing 
correspondence game White defended 
accurately and a d raw ensued. 

26.E:g3 E:dl t 27.@f2 E:xg3 28.hxg3 E:xcl 
29.gxh4 E:xc2t 30.ie2 �h7 

Black's attacking forces work wel l ,  bur h is 
own king may also become exposed to checks 
from the side. 
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� ,�10 •10•: • 6 fii.!J'f•WJ,· 
s o m m m 
4 m � wi ;-- , ,; 
3 a 10�wi13'RWJI, 
2 m;i•�m 8 m  � � �/ �� � � � / ,. ( 

a b c d e f g h 

34 .. .!hc2t 35.@xc2 'Wxf4 36.'WhSt @b7 
37.a6t @c7 38.'Wc3 'Wg4t 39.@d2 
l/i-'li 

Pavl icek - Cvak, corr. 20 1 0 . The chances 
of a l l  these moves being found or memorized 
by over-the-board players is s l im ,  but it is 
st i l l  qu i te i nstructive to see such h igh-qual i ty 
games played out  i n  fu l l .  

D) 13.�bl 

s '#�A·,���-
: ,�r�� 
4 m �1 o m 3 � WiV� � %.. . .  % %. , . . %  - -
2 m 8 m�m 8 �  
mMI] ��-M 

a b c d e f g h 

Th is is perhaps the most s ign ificant of 
the l i nes dea l t  with i n  the present chapter. 
'Ilic rook occup ies the semi-open b-filc and 
prevents the enemy queen from occupying the 
des i rable b6-squarc .  

13 . . .  �d? 

I have decided to recommend th is ,  the ma in  
l i ne cont i n uation .  

I 3 . . .  b6 ! ?  is a p layable a l ternative. ll1 is 
posi t ion has been d iscussed briefly via the 
move order 1 2 .Ei:b l b6!?  1 3 .�d3 d4 - sec the 
note to Wh i te's 1 3 th move i n  variat ion B of 
Chapter 7 ,  on page 88 .  

We now reach a s ign i ficant branch ing po int .  
T\vo of the most  natural moves qu ickly 
transpose to variat ions covered elsewhere i n  
t h e  book, wh i l e  the four ma i n  independent 
l i nes arc D I )  14.tllg3, D2) 14.h3!? , D3) 
14.g3 and D4) 14.�gl . 

'lhc most popular cont inuat ion has been 
1 4 .ctJxd4 ctJxd4 1 5 .�Vxd4 ltJ f5 transpos ing to 
1 .3 .ctJxd4 4:Jxd4 1 4 .Wfxd4 <\id7 1 5 .:gb l ctJ f5 -
sec variat ion E of Chapter 9 on page 1 20 .  

J 4 .h4 0-0-0 I 5 .h5  transposes to  I 2 .h4 !  
d4! l 3 .h5 .�,d7 1 4 .�d3 0-0-0 1 5 .E.i:b 1 - sec 
var iat ion A in Chapter 1 3  on page 1 69 .  

DI) I 4.tllg3 

a b c d e f g h 

14  . . .  0-0-0 1 5.�c2 
Whi te is a im ing  to catch up with 

development and cast le . H is set-up resembles 
the earl ier variat ion C 1 ,  but the p resence of the 



Chapter 8 - 1 2 .iWd3 c\4! 1 07 

rook o n  b 1 s tops us from putt ing the queen on  
the favourable b6-square. 

1 5 .lll e4 
'I11 is s l ightly provocative move i nv i tes Black 
to make a promis ing knight sacri fice, either 
immediately or  on  the next move. 

1 5  . . .  lll f5 
1 5  . . .  lt'l xe5 ! ?  is  also qui re p layable: 1 6 . fxe5 
( 1 6 .Wfxd4? .�c6) 1 6  . . .  \Wxe5 1 7 .\We2 ill,c6 
l 8 .lt'lg3 \Wd5� Oil - Eingorn,  Odessa 1 989 .  
(On  the last move 1 8  . . .  \Wxe2t ! ?N 1 9 J�.xe2 
[ 1 9 .lt'lxe2 .�e4] 1 9  . . . . �xg2 20.!:i:g l �e4 is 
also i nterest ing . )  

1 6 .lll f6N 
Th is u ntested move is the most logical try. 
I 6 .h3?  lll xe5 !  l 7 .fxe5 \Wxe5 1 8 . \t>f2 .ffi.c6 
1 9 .lt'lg5 was played in Luel ing- Leers Fischer, 
Germany 1 993 .  At this poi n t  I 9 . . .  lll h4 !N 
leaves White  wi thout  a good defence, as 
20 .\Wg3 allows 20 . . .  \WfS "!" 2 1 .\t>g 1 \Wxc2-+ . 
1 6  . .\ll,e2? !  !:i:xg2 I 7.Jli.f3 occurred in Bojovic 
- Zlaranovic ,  Paracin  20 1 1 , and now after 
1 7  . . .  !:i:g7N+ Black is a pawn up with a 

firm grip on  the cen tre. His  l i kely plan fo r 
the next few moves is . . .  Cll a5 fol lowed by 
. . . . �cG. 

I 6 . . .  !:i:g6 
Black has good prospects , for i nstance: 

1 7 .g4 

1 8 .fxe5 �cG 1 9 .gxfS \Wxe5 "\" 20 .\We2 \Wxf5 
2 l .Cll h 5 .�xh 1 22.Cll g3 1':i:xg3 23 .hxg3 �f3 

Black has th ree pawns for the p iece, p lus the 
i n i t iative. 

a b c d e f g h 

1 5  . . .  lll fS! 
The com i ng knight exchange leads to a 

s l ight damaging of B laclc's structure but ,  more 
importantly, i t  helps h is bishop to become 
more active. 

16.ttJxfS exfS 17.0-0 
1 7  . .  i!J:J .ffi.e6 1 8 .0-0 transposes to the main 

l ine below. 

17 . . .  �e6 18.�J3 �d7!? 
By shie lding the king, Black ensures that 

\Wxf5 wi l l  not come with check in some 
l ines . I t  is also useful  to overprotect rhe pawn 
on b7. 

I t  is worth knowing that Black can effectively 
force a d raw with :  
I 8 . . .  .'�,a2 1 9 .!:i:a 1 

l 9.!:i:b5 ? a6 20.:9:c5 \Wb6 2 1 .!:i:xcGi" bxc6+ 
Baxter - Campbell ,  Scotland 1 978 .  
l 9 .\Wxf5i" ?  Wb8 20 .!:i:a 1 �c4+ i ntending 
. . .  d3 is good for Black. 

1 9  . . .  �eG 
Let's see what happens i f  White tries to 
avoid rhe repet i t ion .  
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a b c d e f g h 
20 .Wb5 ?  

20.a4??  tll b4-+ A lbert - Pamperi n ,  corr. 

1 973.  
20.£\e I ?  has been a popular  move, played 
more than twenty t imes. However, after 
20 . . .  \Wb6!+ Black has ach ieved a crush ing  
score. Whi te's queenside i s  essent ia l ly 
stalemated, as neither rook nor b ishop is 
able to move. ·n1e only free ing move 2 I . a4? ?  
loses ro  2 1 . . .tll b4 fol lowed by . . .  d3 .  
20 .£\b I =  i s  best .  

20 . . .  lll aS 2 1 .Ei:d 1 
Valve - Suvivuo, Fin land 1 97 1 . Black has 
several good cont inuat ions from here, but  
the most convinc ing i s :  

I f  you encounter th is  var iat ion i n  a practical 
game, perhaps the best idea would be to h int 
at the poss ib le repet i t ion with I 8 . . . . �,a2, j ust  
to give Wh i te a chance to go wrong.  I f  your 
opponent seems happy to repeat the posi t ion ,  
you can then decide whether ro  play on with 
the main l i ne conti nuation .  

1 9.a4 
'Th is is a logical step towards develop ing 

the imprisoned b i shop on c l , and was played 
in the on ly game I found from the above 
posi t ion ,  Barber - Viner, Melbourne 1 97 1 .  
Here I suggest the improvement :  

19  . . . tllaSN 
I n tend ing to use the c4-square.  

20.ia3!? 
20.£\d I can be met by:  20 . . .  Wc4! 2 ! .Wxc4t 

.\kxc4 Prepar ing . . . d3. 22.E\b4 d3 23.cxd3 

.�,xd3+± We have reached an i n teres t ing 
unbalanced endgame offeri ng mutual chances. 

20 . . . 'Wc4! 
Grabbi ng an exchange with 20 . . . . �,c4 ? !  

2 J .\Wxf5 .\kxfl 22 .£\xf! gives Wh i te an extra 
pawn and a powerful pai r of bishops, leav ing 
Black i n  a d i fficu l t  defensive s i tuat ion .  

21 .i?:fdl  
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After 2 1 .IWxc4t lli xc4 22.il.c l (22J1/,cl6 
llic12+) 22 . .  jil.d5 23 "�xd5 Ei'.xd5i  Blade's p ieces 
are more active. 

2 1 .  . .  '1Wxd3 22J�xd3 ic4 23.ie2! 
23 .!Zclcl 1 ?  d3+ 

Just l ike at move 20, Black does best ro avo id 
the obvious material grab. 

24.g3 ie4 25.icS l2Jc6t 
Black keeps an in i t iative and can cont inue 

to press for a ful l  point .  Although the rook 
cannot be taken yet, White is in an awkward 
situation as he has to keep defending i t ,  whi le 
i t  cannot move back co d 1 .  

D2) 14.h3!? 

'This i nt erest ing move prepares g2-g4 
followed by il,g2 and 0-0. 

14 . . .  0-0-0 1 5.g4 
White has scored well from here in practice, 

and it cook some effort to find a su i table 
plan for Black. Eventually I found a s trong 
but far-from-obvious idea chat was used in a 
correspondence game. 

1 5  ... a6! 
The main point of this move is co lend extra 

force to Black's intended . . .  llia5 .  With the b5-
square under control ,  the  knight move wil l  
create an immediate threat of  . . .  il,b5 .  I n  the 
l ikely event that Whi te responds with lli xd4, 
Black will not have to worry about  any future 
llib5  ideas. 

-·�� � AH � -��td.� 
m ,,, , . , /. //, , , , , ;  m 

6 1. mlj)m • m  m 
s m  m r� m 
4 m r1 r� b m 
3 � •�m m b  
2 m b mtZJm m 

� �;� �/'r,S + � m :M �  �� � :M  
a b c d e f g h 

16.i>f2 
1 6 .il.g2N is met by 1 6  . . .  lliaS 1 7 .1Wxd4 «ilk6 

1 8 .\Wf2 il,xg2 l 9 .1Wxg2 llic15� when Black's 
activi ty ful ly compensates for the pawn deficit .  

16  . . .  llJaS 17.l2Jxd4 ic6 1 8.ggl id5 
Black had a promis ing in i t iative for the 

sacrificed pawn in Davidson - Tugsavul ,  corr. 
20 1 1 .  

D3) 14.g3 
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Th is is a better move order than l 3 .g3 as seen 
in variat ion A, s i nce here Black can neither 
p lace his queen on b6 nor fianchetto h is b ishop. 

14  . . .  0-0-0 1 5.ig2 ll'l f5 
I consider th i s  move the strongest, al though 

the fol lowing a l ternative is tr icky and leads to 
i nte rest ing play: 
1 5  . . .  ll'la5 ! ?  

I ntend i ng . . . . �c6. 
1 6 .l/Jxd4! 

Taking the pawn is the cr i t ical test . 
After 1 6 .0-0?! $,c6 1 7 .$,xc6 l/Jaxc6+ Black 
was al ready better in Dominguez Perez -
Grischuk, A lmary 2008 .  

1 G . . .  �c6 1 7  . .  �xcG l/JexcG 

20 . . .  cxd2i' 2 1 .  <j;ixd2 <j;ixc7 22. ioe I !  
I n tend ing <j;if2 and h4 .  Whi te has somewhat 

better prospects, al though Black was able to 
muster enough counterplay to secure a draw in  
Spiegel - Hengl , corr. 20 1 1 . 

16.ie4 
Whi te can also try: 1 6 .0-0 iob8 l 7.a4! ?N 

( l  7 .. �e4 transposes to J 6j/,e4 iob8 1 7.0-0 
below. ) 1 7  . . .  l/Ja5  From here Watson analyses: 
l 8 . .  �,a3 .�,xa4 l 9"�,e4 

a b c d e f g h 
1 9  . . .  l/Jc3! 20 .�dG ElxdG 2 1 . exdG W'xdG 
22 .l/Jxd4 l/Jxfl 23 .lt:J cGt <j;ic7 24 .l/Jxa5  W'xd3 
25 .�xd3 l/Je3 26.Elxblt iodG At the end of 
th is  mostly forced l ine, Black indeed seems to 
be fine. 
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Commencing a regrouping char plays an 
important  role i n  some key theoretical l ines, 
most notably those in Chapter 1 3 . 111e idea 
is to redeploy the b ishop on the excel lent b 7-
square. 

17.0-0 
White has tr ied a few other ideas, bur  in  

most  cases Black gets a good game by relyi ng 
on the same manoeuvre .  

1 7 .i:;r:g l �c8 l 8 .g4 lll fe7 1 9 .h4 b6 20 .h5  �b7 
2 1 .hG  Groszpeter - Psakhis ,  Andorra 1 99 5 .  
2 1 . . .Elh8 ! ?  22.g5 lll f500 

1 7 .W'f3 Novak - Guiel ,  Bled 1 996. 1 7  . . . bGN 
(Also i nterest ing is l 7 . . .. �e8 ! ?N when ideas of  
. . .  d3 are i n  the a i r. )  

s � 01? � E � 
7 �� ��t�:r� .% 6 ·.' %r�lj)•f��� Z , . , , %  � �h %%!;_ s ��Jl�w�r�!��m:/ 4 � r� .ii,, r01 � 3 ¥f!I ,/,?:W.t.f . %�'jW� " :. . :.:rff/J?::�'��· · · · "tiA� 2 � o Bo.u� :.Ll: 

� 1: �  � � 1:  
a b c d e f g h 

l 8 .g4 d3!  ( l  8 . . .  lll ce7 ! ?  is also in terest ing. )  
l 9 .'Wxd3 i:;r:xg4 Having e l iminated the g-pawn,  
Black has  excel lent posit ional compensation 
(after the c3-pawn drops) thanks to his active 
p ieces and contro l  over the l ight squares. 

1 7 . h3 ! ? 
I encountered this move i n  a ream march 
in Denmark late in 20 1 2 . Preparing g2-g4 
is  a natural idea, especial ly when the b lack 
kn ight has a lready moved to f5 . 

1 7  . . .. \ll.c8 l 8 .g4 lll fe7 1 9 .a4 
Kolvig - Berg, Copenhagen 20 1 2 . Here i t  
looks good for Black to  play: 

s �i.�� � E � �-.?.� Y.� ·�/@ : * - - ��&�-. ,��� 5 • 0�0 0�� 0:0�{ 0 
4 f�#�-i�!� 3 � rlw� � 8 
2 IJ 8 �qj� � � 'Fi' �Mi M � 'Fi' 

f&ti .§ 00 ?§ � .§ 
a b c d e f g h 

1 9  . . . lll d5 ! ?N 
'!he game cont inued 19  . . .  bG 20 .�a3 .\ll.b7 
and I eventual ly won ,  b ur White's p lay can 
be improved. 
The text move has the fol lowing n ice point :  

20 . .  �a3 lll xf4! 2 1 .lll xf4 lll xc5 22 .'Wg3 d3!  
With a strong in i t iative for  Black. 

a b c d e f g h 

17  . . . b6 
Black proceeds with the standard regrouping. 

T\vo games have cont inued this way, but there 
docs not appear to be anything wrong with 
1 7  . . . . \ll,cSN fi rst .  

1 8.a4 ic8 19.ia3 i.h7 20.i.xf5 
20.Elfd l  lt>a8 2 1 .�xf5 cxf5 22 .. 'il.dG 'Wcl7 

leaves White sens i t ive on the l ight squares, 
and after 23 .lt>f2? !  fG!+ Black had clearly taken 
over the in i t iative in l� Smirnov - D. Petros ian,  
Moscow 20 1 1 . 
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20 • . .  exf5 
White has two ways to gai n mater i a l ,  but 

neither i s  especia l ly promis ing for h im . 

2 1 .�d6 
2 1 .iWxf5 ?  LL\a5  is excel len t for Black, who 

i ntends . . .  iWc6 in the near future. 

21 . . .gxd6 22.exd6 '1Wxd6 
Black has excel lent play for the sacri ficed 

exchange. 

23.'1Wxf5 ge8 24.gbel 
We have been fol lowing the game Draskovic 

- Koepke, Sunny Beach 20 1 1 ,  and here I 
found a strong improvement : 

24 . . .  ge3!N 
Black has a s ign ificant p lus in v iew of the 

m ighty bishop on b7 as wel l as the strong 
pawns on d4 and c3 . Wh ite has  to  watch out 
for  . . .  d3 ideas , as wel l  as . . .  lLle7 fol lowed by 
. . .  iWc6. 

25.lLlxc3!? 
111 is seems to be the best attempt to escape, 

but Black remain s  on top. 

25 . . .  gxc3 26.gest ll'id8 27.'1We5 '1Wxe5 
28.fxe5 @c7 29.e6! fxe6 30.gff8 ll'ic6 
3 1 .gf7t @d6 32.gxb7 gxc2� 

Whi te has an extra exchange once more, bur 
Black's i n i t iat ive remains the most important  
facto r, desp i te the reduced materia l .  

04) 14.fi:gl 

s AR./ __ .,J�J!R!R 7 t�i �..t� i -6 r JR&�Ri.:R �-
5 R m � � •.•y ,�., : r!�·fi·j� 
2 m" t3J RllJR t3J � � %!'1§ �/�,;, f 'f§ ��� �it�� 

a b c d e f g h 

"Jh is can be compared with the earl ier 
var iat ion 02. Here too Wh i te is p reparing g2-
g4 , bu t th is  t ime he removes the rook from the 
sens i t ive diagonal .  ·n1e sl ight d rawback is that 
Wh i te no longer has rhe option of cast l i ng. 

14  . . .  0-0-0 1 5.g4 
After 1 5 .lL\xd4 lL\xd4 ! 6 .iWxd4 Black has an 

active reply wh ich is l i kely to lead to a draw, 
as shown in the fol lowing game: 1 6  . . .  �b5! ( I f  
Black is determi ned to  keep the  game goi ng, 
then 1 6  . . . ©b8 ! ?  can be considered . )  l 7.iWxa7 
.�.xfl 1 8 .©xfl iWc4"t 1 9 .©f2 iWe4 20 .fi:b4 

s D•r� O E D 
7 � · � -· � 
6 

/, /·$@��& ��� @#1 %W� - �  � s g .  � D 
4 �� �if� � 
3 �- ,� ,�D, ,D;� 
2 •b �, � b r8% 
I D/��-- /,��: /. 

a b c d e f g h 
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20 . . .  gxg2t ! ? Not the only move, but  the most 
> tyl ish.  2 1 .gxg2 'Wxc2t 22.'tt>f3 'Wd U 23 .'tt> f2 
Wc2t 24.@f3 Wd I "I 2 5 .'tt> f2 Y2-Y2 Luther -
Gdanski ,  Aegina 1 993 .  

1 5  . . .  �eS 
This has been Black's most common choice, 

u nblocking rhe rook on d8 and perhaps 
intending . . .  f6 followed by . . .  ig6 at some point .  

1 5  . . .  ctfbS!? has hardly ever been tried here, but 
the famil iar plan of  rerout ing the bishop to b7 
looks sensible and could be a topic for fu rther 
investigation .  

1 6J�g3 

When I reached this posit ion against Perer 
Svidler in 2007 I chose 1 6  .. J6? ! .  'Il1e move is 
i nterest ing but not qu i te correct, and I went 
on to lose the game. 

1 6  . . .  lLid5 ! ?  has been tested in a few subsequent 
games and has also done wel l for  Black . 
However, the rook move is the one I l ike the 
most. 

17.h3 
'lhe al ternative is 17 .gh3 gxh3 l 8 .ixh3 

as p layed in Caprio - Srrombol i ,  Porto San 
Giorgio 2008. Here I suggest the novel ty: 

a b c d e f g h 
1 8  . . .  lLia5N There might follow l 9 .. \ll,g2 ic6 
20 . .\li,fl ! ?  a6 2 l .lLi xd4 .11ld5  and Blade's act iv i ty 
compensates for the pawn deficit .  

The main l i ne is s l ightly more chal leng ing, as 
White keeps more p ieces on the board and 
aims to show that h is  rook on  g3 is more useful 
than Black's on h8 .  Here I found an i nt erest i ng 
improvement over rhe game Gombkoetoe -
Varga, corr. 1 999 .  

17 . . .  tll aS!?N 
Offering the d-pawn 1 11 o rder to become 

active on the queenside. 

1 8.tllxd4 
l 8 . . �.g2 is met by l 8 . . .  .11lc6, as Black is always 

happy to exchange these bishops. 

An in terest ing alternative is :  l 8 .'tt>f2 a6! ?  
( l  8 . . .  lLi ec6 i s  p layable but less dynamic. ) 
1 9 . lLi xd4 lLi ac6 20 . .11lc3 lLi xd4 2 I .J1ixd4 
lLi c6 22.gb4 lLixb4 23.axb4 .\1lb5  24.Wxc3 
gxd4 ! ?  2 5 .Wxd4 Wxc2i" 26.ctlg l Wb l 27.m3 
gc13 28 .Wd"I mbs 29 .Wb3 Wc ! 30 .Wc3 
Wb l =  

1 8  . . .  tll ac6 
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8 �·��.tm �� 1 .fs '�f• ' 
6 , "•ilB.t. .�. 
s m m � m 
4 � � n b � 
3 .�.i'� "d 2 d�·:rt� 

a b c d e f g h 

1 9.lllbS!? 
111 is queen sacri fice i s  fasci nat ing, but i t  

does not lead to any more than dynam ic 
equi l ibr ium.  

1 9 .ctJxc6 m ight end up i n  a crazy draw after: 
1 9  . . .  El:xd3 20 .lll xe7'1" V:Jfxe7 2 1 .:gxd3 V:Jfh4t 
22 .�e2 a6 23 .:gxdt �bS 24.a4 .IJ!,xa4 25 Jka3 
.IJ!.b5t 

19  . . .  :gxd3 20.:gxd3 WfaS 21 .ctJd6t Wb8 
22.lllxb7 

8 � � .tm �� 
7 m'ttl���f�, , 
6 , ,., ••• �. 5 � m �·� � 
4 ''• ��fj,. '· 
3 �·'• "• d' 2 m b m m m mM� =rm 

a b c d e f g h 

22 . . .  Wf c7 23.lll d6t Wa8 24.:gxc3 
With a rook and th ree pawns for the queen , 

Whi te has someth ing close to materia l  equal i ty, 
p lus some i n i t iat ive .  However, B lack should 
be fi ne as long as he is  wi l l i ng to return some 
material at the r ight moment .  

24 . . .  lll dS 25.:gcs �d7 26.:gb7 
26 .. IJ!,a6 .IJ!,cS is leve l ,  and could lead to a 

repet i t ion after 27 . . lkb5 �d7 28 .. IJ!,a6. 

26 . . .  Wfxb7 27.lllxb7 Wxb7 28.c4 lll c3 
Black is not worse i n  th i s  endgame. 

Conclusion 
Although decl i n ing to captu re the cl-pawn 
after 1 2 .V:Jf d3 d4! m ight seem a copout, the 
variat ions arc st i l l  h ighly complex. Depend ing 
on Wh i te's choice on move 1 3 , Black wi l l  
decide between p lac ing h is b i shop on d7 or, 
i f  poss ib le ,  arrangi ng a fianchetto on  b7. In  
a few l i nes the . . .  i1.lfb6 move proved ro be an 
important resource. 

In  these l i nes Black cannot p lay 'on autopi lot ' ,  
and must react carefu l ly  to wh ichever set-up 
White may choose. Just as in many Winawer 
Po isoned Pawn variat ions, the pos i t ions may 
become extremely compl i cated , but from a 

theoretical perspective everyth ing seems fine 
for Black. 



Poisoned Pawn 
a b c d c f g h  

13.�xd4 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.ctJ c3 ib4 4.eS cS 5.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 ctJ e7 7.'l!Ng4 cxd4 

8.'l!Nxg7 gg8 9.'.Wxh7 'l!Nc7 1 0.ctJe2 dxc3 1 1 .f4 ctJ bc6 1 2.'l!Nd3 d4! 
13 .ctJxd4 ctJ xd4 14.'l!Nxd4 

14  . . .  id7 
A) 1 5 .'l!Nd6 
B) 1 5 .g3 
C) 1 5 .h4 
D) I S.id 
E) 1 5.gbl 'tJ fS I 6.'l!Nf2 ic6 17.ggl gds 

El )  1 8.'l!Nxa7 
E2} 18 .id3r 
E3) 18 .gb4 

Note rn l 4 . . . . \!l.d7 D) after 1 7  .0-0-0 

a b c d c f g h a b c d c f g h 
20 . . .  i;\h8!N 1 7  . . .  Wb6!N 

E I )  afrer 25 . .  \!IJ2. 

1 16 
1 17 
1 1 8 
1 1 9 
1 20 
1 2 1  
1 22 
1 23 

\ �J�=�!��� 3 :f'!ii j: � ;(;;'Jii :.:2;; 
2 • �� LS ��·�£�{ · · · ··� 
I \1JB I{ ��� �-iS-i 0!:�-

a b c d c f g h 
25  . . .  1% 5 ! N  
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1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.tl:ic3 �,b4 4.e5 c5 5 .a3 
.�xc3t 6.bxc3 tl:ie7 7.Wg4 cxd4 8.Wxg7 
ggs 9.Wxh7 Wc7 10.4Je2 dxc3 1 1 .f4 tl:ibc6 
1 2.Wd3 d4 13.tl:ixd4 

Accept ing the pawn sacr ifice is the cr i t ical 
reply. 

1 3 . . .  tl:ixd4 14.Wxd4 �,d7 
1 4  . . .  tl:if5 ?  is premature due to 1 5 J�b5t .  'lhe 

text move prevents the check, thus sett ing up 
the kn ight j ump,  wh i le also preparing long 
castl i ng. Several repl i es have been tested , and 
in  th is chapter we wi l l  exam ine A) 1 5.Wd6, 
B) 1 5.g3, C) 15 .h4, D) 1 5  .. lke3 and E) 1 5.gb l .  

1 5 .l'lg l i s  the ma in  l i ne ,  and wi l l  b e  considered 
separately in the next chapter. Here are a few 
other rare poss ib i l i t ies :  

1 5 .a4? !  i s  too slow: l 5 . . . tl'i f5 1 6 .Wf2 Wc6 
1 7 .l'lg l We4"!' 1 8 .We2 

s E • -�· !: ·  7 � ••.t• • •  
6 • • • • -5 �  • �lj)� �� . � LJ � 
4 b .  -if� . 
3 � � .  � � ;w} 3 � ,%<'!* 
2 � b �Vi°� b �  : . . . . •w //:f/d.// /1�; . . . .  / . . . . /. I p� � �;j,, �� 

a b c d e f g h 
1 8  . . . Wb4!+ Black has a s ign i ficant advantage 
due to h i s  better development  and p iece 
activi ty, Djordjevic - Zlatanovic, Paraci n  
20 1 3 . (B lack c an  also force a d raw with 
1 8  . . .  Wd4 1 9 .Wf2 We4i"=  but i n  th i s  pos i t ion 
there is  every reason to p lay for more.) 

Another harmless s idel ine  i s :  
l 5 .Wf2 ilcG 1 6 .gg l 

J 6 .h4 was p layed in  Hobusch - Rai tza, 
l�i nsterbergen 2003,  and here I suggest 

1 6  .. Jke4N with a healthy and active game 
for Black.  

l 6 . . . Wa5 l 7 .il.d3 0-0-0 l 8 .g4 \t>bs l 9 .gg3 
tl:id5  20.gb l 

Su l i s tya - Nguyen Th i Dung 'TI1an ,  Genting  
H ighlands 1 998 .  Now I propose: 

s � �i% • E •  7 �'-.f./ "• i . 
: �•'t�·�P /, ,/ �. / / . . 
4 � � /.-?ff? A !;<?@ R R f.0� o %?0'. 3 � �.t� �� 
2 , ;�"t:J�1:��r �qfj w� !;:;;;,:; / . . . . , , , 1 -1:: � � • 

a b c d e f g h 
20 . . . m1 8 !N 

Taking control of the h-file and prevent ing 
h2-h4.  Black has an active game with at least 
fu l l  compensation for the pawn. 

A) 1 5.Wd6 

8 j�,-�;t�jm 
: '*'Ji �;!r�Ji �� s g�.'if,��-D 
4 m & B m 
3 B  W W  m 
2 •bw mb� �.I � ��-: 

a b c d e f g h 

Th is  attempt to s imp l i fy the pos i t ion does 
not trouble Black, who has qu i te a few p layable 
opt ions .  

1 5  . . .  WdS!?N 
'Th is i s  an  i nte rest ing new idea, i ntend ing  
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. . .  'Ll f5 and possibly . . .  %%4-\" . I should ment ion 
that there are two good al ternatives: 

The s imple l 5 . . .  \t,)}'xcf6 1 6 .exd6 'Ll f5 was at 
least equal for Black in Chernov - Medvedev, 
Novokuznetsk 20 1 2 . Black wi l l  soon rega in  
the pawn on d6 and has  active piece play. 

1 5  . . .  Wa5 ! ?  Keep ing the queens on is more 
.unbi t ious;  Black hopes to make use of h is 
better development. 1 6 .Wb4 \Wd5 1 7 ."®fxd 
gxg2! 1 8 .\Wd3 Elxc2 l 9 .Wxc2 Wxh l 20.\Wg2 
tWxg2 2 L\tl.xg2 0-0-0 The pos i t ion was about 
�qual in S luka - Cech , Luhacovice 1 993 .  

16.a4 'LlfS 17.WcS E\c8 1 8.Wf2 
1 8 .Wxa7 :il!.c6 l 9.Wf2 VEc1 5 gives Black a 

strong in i tiative. 

18  . . .. II!.c6 19  .. \tl.b5 \Wd5 20 .. \1,l.xc6t \Wxc6 2 1 .0-0 
�1J/e4t 

Black's in i t iat ive provides at least enough 
compensation fo r the pawn. 

B) 1 5.g3 

l 5 . . . Wc6 m ight transpose to the main l ine  
below after 1 6 .Elg l 'Ll f5 I 7 .\Wc4 . The on ly  

s l ight problem with th i s  move order i s  
l 7.\Wf2 We4-\" l 8 .We2 as  played in  Czeremin 
- Namyslo,  Dortmund 1 993 .  At th i s  poi nt I 
was unable to find anyth ing better fo r Black 
than 1 8  . . .  \Wd4N l 9.Wf2 We4t= repeat ing 
the pos i t ion .  111 is is fine is Black is happy 
with a d raw, but I would prefer to p lay 
for a win when the opportu n i ty presen ts 
i tsclr: 

16.Wc4 
1 6 .Wf2 .\ll.c6 1 7.Elg l 0-0-0t 

16  ... Wc6!? 17.Elgl 
l 7 .Wxc6 .II!.xc6 1 8 .1::\g l  Elh8 transposes to the 

main l i ne below. 

a b c d e f g h 

17 . . .  :©:hSN 1 8.Wxc6 .II!.xc6 19.h4 'Lld4 
20.,\1,l.d3!? 

An interest ing exchange sacrifice. If B lack is 
a l lowed to capture the c2-pawn he wi l l  at least 
not be worse. 

20 ... 'Ll f3t 2 1 .lt>f2 'Llxgl 22.lt>xgl lt>f8!= 
Whi te's strong pair  of bishops gives h im j ust 

enough compensat ion for the exchange. -rhe 
best approach for Black is to put  h is king on 
g7 , where i t  can b lock the advance of Whi te's 
h-pawn whi le  al lowing the rooks to become 
active on the queenside. 
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C) 1 5.h4 

8 '''\Ui��•im 7 �� - �erJ.i.� i -6 /, .  %., 
. .
. /,_»,.m 0,� s � �� �H�� 

%� �/""(" "\0'%-0 -� 4 .  m � r� � 3 � /,w, ,,/, .. . . %m% . % 
2 /, , , , %�%8%� �� �� 

r - - I�� -� - m b � 
�m � =llm� 

a b c d e f g h 

Advanci ng the h-pawn is thematic i n  these 
pos i t ions ,  but i t  looks risky to do i t  wi th the 
cent re a l ready open .  Besides, Wh i te seriously 
weakens h is k i ngs ide structure and i t  wil l rake 
a few more moves for the h-pawn to become 
dangerous. 

1 5  • . .  ltJfS 1 6.Wf2 
I G .�Vd3? l'Zg3 1 7 .Wc4 .ltcG 1 8 .l'Zh3 occurred 

in Olesen - P. Petersen, Copenhagen 1 992 .  
Black is tota l ly win n i ng here, and the best way 
to p rove it i s :  l 8 . . .  l'Zxh3N 1 9 .gxh3 

a b c d e f g h 
1 9 . . . WdS! 20 .We2 0id4 2 1 .Wf2 0if3i" 22.We2 
Vf-f d5  23.Vf-f e3 0-0-0-+ with a crush ing pos i t ion .  

"Il1e text move was p layed in Baj ric - Sel imovic, 
Lukavac 20 1 2 . Here I suggest :  

a b c d e f g h 

16  . • . •  \1l.a4N 
Blocki ng the a3-pawn and develop ing 

pressure aga i nst c2 .  

17.l'Zh3 l'Zd8 
I n tend ing . . .  0id4.  

18.�.c3 Wc6 19.hS .�bS 
'Il1e alternative is 1 9  . . .  We4 ! ? ,  after which my 

main l i ne leads to a wild forced draw: 20 . . �d3 
l.'!xd3 2 l . cxd3 iWxd3 22 .hG l'Zxa21 - b . 

"111e text move has the s imple  idea of exchangi ng 
the l ight-squared bishops, enabl ing Black 
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to obta in  plenty of counrerplay on the l ight  
squares . 'Il1ere m ight  fol low: 

D) 1 S.lll.e3 

1 5  . . .  lll fS 

I . be ·1·1 . . I ·1s scored poorly, but  t l l s  can llS 1 , . . 

I " b  ·I t o  tl1e· fact that most players 1ave arrn u tec ' 
, followed i t  up incorrectly on the next move . 

1 6.�cS �c6! 
Black does not  mind  exchanging q ueens, 

l . " l l  l1 ·1p1Jen on h is own terms. J U (  I t  WI ' 

8 A m  m.•m%Am 7 w ,  m.t.m,,1. m0 6 /, . %m�m 1. m  ,m � 0�w1 /,��-5 � &'ffi!ffl�0 ?'. . . .  ��·�"� 4 m ., m,/, ., �&,, /� 3 �  � �/, -0 ·� 2 ,,  .%m .�m m 8 t� 
-; . .  ·0 %�.00 %� � � 'R  

1 �m � ?� & � M , . . . . .  Y. 

h a b c d e f g 

17.0-0-0 
Another game continued: 

I 7.�xc6 .�.xc6 l 8 . .  �f2 
. :g I 1 8 .Wf2 8:d8 intending . . .  lll xe3 , '1 11d : · :  c 2. 

gives B lack su i table compensat10n fo 1 the 
pawn.  

1 8  . . . 0-0-0 
I ·I . · .  l 8  :g ,4 P N  when B ae <  Also i nreresrmg is  · · · g · ·  

wi l l  p i ck  up rhe f4-pawn . 
1 9 .E!d 1 l1l.e4 

20 .. �d3? !  
,:, j 3  ,:, 13 I> , . · .. 20 E!xd8 "!" E'!xd8 2 1  .. �.u .l;!.XC )ettel IS .  . 
,.;.... . A I . 1 3  � ·1 3 23 ,.t,.., e·2 8:d2'i' 24 .>Yf3 t r l l S  22.cxc . c:.xc . . '>Y 

• • . r J> l ·1ck Ins rhe opt ion of forcmg a d raw pom ) ' ' 

4 lLl ·7" . 1 � d3·t bur  he can also rry 2 . . .  e . .  W i t  1 • . .  e > 
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l ead ing  to an unclear endgame. In the lar cer 
case Black i s  doing wel l  on the queenside, 
but  Whi te's passed h-pawn has the potentia l  
to become a monster. 

20 . .  Jl?,xd3 2 I .Ei:xd3 El:xd3 22.cxd3 El:xg2 
23 .mn ? 

23 .'it>e2 would have m i n i m ized B l ack's 
advantage. ll1e text move is a b lunder. 

a b c d e f g h 

17 . . .  1Wb6!N 
Black has exchanged on e3 in a coup le 

of games, but  the tex t move is an attractive 
improvement wh ich has also been ment ioned 
by Watson .  By mov i ng h i s  queen for the 
second time i n a row, Black forces a promis ing 
endgame. 

1 8.��xb6 axb6 1 9.J1,xb6 E!xa3 20.'it>bl  8:a4! 
2 l ..�.c5 .�,c6 

Black has an ongo ing i n i t iat ive to com pensate 
for the m iss ing pawn.  A possib le fol low-up i s :  

8 m m•m�m 
7 m • m  m • m  
6 m.tm • m  m 
s m  � �JS)m 
4 la,,. , , Y,mz . z� �m 3 m � m m  
2 U 8 m  m 8 �  
m@mgm�mg 

a b c d e f g h 

22.8:d3 :gc4 23.:gdst! 
23 .ia3 Ei:g4! 24 .!Jh3 !Je4 25 . .  �,d3 8:exf4 

s l ight ly favours B lack. 

23 ... 'if?xd8 24.,'.#,xc4 Elxg2 25 .. �d3 0ie7 26.h4 
!Jd2 27 .Ei:fl E!h2= 

'rhe posi t ion i s  level . 

E) 15 .Elb l 

'rhis bears some resemblance to the ma i n  
1 5 .Ei:g I varia t ion ,  a s  both l i n es genera l ly 
i nvolve the wh i te rooks coming to b I and g 1 .  
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However, the way Black arranges h is  p ieces 
wi l l  d iffer s l igh tly. 

1 5  . . .  'll f5 16.�Vf2 �.c6 
I f  1 5 .gg l had been p layed ins tead of 

1 5 .mJ l ,  then 1 7 . g4 would be a strong reply. 
I n  the present l ine ,  B lack gets away with i t  as 
the rook on h I hangs .  Vit i ugov recommends 
1 6  . . . ihlfc6 which i s  also qu i te playable,  but 
I believe the text move is more d i fficul t for 
Whi te ro handle,  especial ly over the board . 

17.ggl gdS! 
1 7  . . .  0-0-0 has achieved a h igher percentage 

score but ,  without go ing i n ro fu l l  deta i l s ,  
i t  is  less rel iable .  I nterest ingly, Vit iugov 
offers some flmher analys is  support i ng the 
same conclusion ,  bur does not  mention rhe 
text move, which I regard as a s igni ficant 
improvement.  

Now Black is ready to meet g2-g4 with 
. . .  'll d4. White can respond wi th El) 1 8.�fxa7, 
E2) 1 8  .. lll.d3? or E3) 1 8J��b4. 

l 8 Jlk2 was a sound but s l ightly t imid move 
seen in Lohou - Carpent ier, france 2009.  Here 
l 8 . . .  ihlf a5N looks l i ke a good improvement, 
intending l 9 .gb4 ihlf d 5 =  when Black has active 
counterplay. 

El)  1 8.ihllxa7 

a b c d e f g h 

This has only been p layed i n  a s ingle game. I t  
is (barely) playable but  r isky for Whi te. 

1 8  . . .  'lld4! 
Now Whi te's queen is cut  off from the 

defence of the king. 

19  .. lll.d3 ihlle7 
Black's queen heads for the k ingside. In the 

one practical encounte r  White immediately 
went  astray. 

20 .. '.#.e3?! 
20.\i?fl N is better, i ntending 20 . . . ihlfh4 

2 1 .;gxb7! when Whi te's counterplay arrives 
just  in t ime to maintain the balance. A poss ib le 
fin ish is 2 l . . jfl,xg2"!' ! ?  22 .gxg2 gxg2 23 .i'xg2 
1Wg4'\" 24 .'\tif2 ihlffH 25 .iig l ihl!g4"!'= with 
perpetual check. 

a b c d e f g h 

20 • . .  ihlfh4t 2 1 .\i?fl ?  
2 l .g3 would have kept the game al ive, 

al though Black's chances remain h igher 
fol lowing: 2 1 . . .lll fH 22 .mf2 ihlfxh2t 23 .gg2 
Wh3 24.ib5 lll h4! 25 . .lll.xc6'! bxc6 26.gbg l 
lllxg2 27.;gxg2 mf8 28.ic5 '\" mg7 29 . .  �d6 gh8+ 

2 I .. ,gg4! 22.g3 ihlfh3t 23.'\tiel 'llf3'! 24.'\tie2 
ihlfxh2'! 25 .. ll!J2 

So far B lack has conducted the arrack 
perfectly, and here he cou ld have sealed the 
victory with :  
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26.8'.hl llld4t! 27 .. �.xd4 8'.h4t-+ 
Black has a mating attack. 

E2) 1 8  .. �.d3? 

1 8  . . .  8'.xd3! 1 9.cxd3 Wd8 
1 9  . . .  Wd7 may come to the same thi ng, but  i t  

seems more correct to  mai nta in  the poss ib i l i ty 
of  a check on h4 i n  some l ines. 

20.:gb4 
Another game cont inued : 20 .Wxa7 iVxd3 

2 J .\Wb8"1" (2 l .:gb4 transposes to the main l i ne  
below) 2 1 . . .@e7 22 .:gxbli" �xb7 23 .Wxbli" 
@f8 24.Wa8 "i" @g7 2 5 .\1-Ji'f3 E. Pedersen - Hall ,  
corr. 1 99 5 .  

a b e d c f g h 
Here I suggest 25  . . .  Wd4 !N when Black has 

a clear advantage in view of his safer king and 
superior pieces . Notably Whi te's bishop on c l  
is out o f  moves . 

2 1 .We2? Wd5 22 .Wc4 8'.xg2 gave Black a huge 
advantage in Hopwood - Stayt, England 20 1 3 . 

2 1 . . .iMlc2 22.WbStN 
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Only with this improvement can Whi te 
hope to sur vive. 

22 .ie3? Wf8! prepares ro h ide the king on 
g7. White has no good defence, and the one 
practical encounter  ended quickly: 

22 . . .  We7 23.Wc?t id7 24.WcSt We8 
25.il.e3 ic6 26.g3 f6! 

Black's in i t iative is worth more than the 
sacrificed material . H is last move prepares 
. . .  Wf7 f(Jllowed by activating the rook with 
dead ly effect. 

27.13b6! 
Other moves fail  to offer much res istance. 

27 ... Wf7 28.13xc6 bxc6 29.Wa?t lll e7 30.exf6 

<J;>xf6:j: 
Black has regained some material and keeps 

an advantage thanks to h is superior pieces and 
strong c3-pawn.  The knight has an excel lent 
square on d5, and B lack sti l l  has the poss ib i l i ty 
of activating h is  rook to create threats against 
the wh i te king. 

E3) 1 8.13b4 

-rhis is White's most logical approach. The rook 
controls the d4- and e4-squares and prepares 
to go to c4 in order to pick up the c3-pawn.  

1 8  . . .  WaS 
1 8  . . . \W d7 has been played , but I prefer to 

activate the queen on the queenside. 

19."ii�,d3 
l 9 .13c4 has not been tried. At the min imum,  

Black can play l 9 . . .  \Wb5 when the  threat of 
an invasion on b I vi rtually forces the rook to 
return to b4. 

19 .. . Elh8 20.h3 

a b c d e f g h 

20 . . .  EI:xd3! 
It is defin i tely worth an exchange to 

el iminate Whi te's strong b ishop. Now Black 
wi l l  have fu l l  control over the l ight squares. 

2 l .cxd3 W dS 22.g4 
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Whi te could a lso try 22 .\Wc2N a5 23.E.\c4 . 
Here Black can ma inta in  fu l l  com pensat ion 
with :  

a b c d c f g h 
23 . . .  E.\g8! 24.\l:llxd E.lxg2 25 .E.\xg2 \Wxg2 
26.E.\xc6 bxc6 'foe computer says the pos i t ion 
is equal , but i n  a pract ica l encounter Black's 
safer king and superior m i nor p iece should 
more than off�ct the smal l  defici t of a pawn.  

22 . . .  lllh4 23.We2 
23 .Efg3N VEh 1 -i- 24.\Wfl \Mlh2 25 .Wlf2 Wfh 1  t=  

forces a draw. 

23 . . .  lllg2 24.E.\xg2 
We have been fol lowing the game 

Adelseck - Vico l i ,  corr. 2000. Here the most 
straightforward sol ut ion is: 

a b c d e f g h 

24 . . .  Ei:xh3N 
As poi nted out by Watson .  ll1e fi n ish  might 

be: 

25.E.\g3 E.\h2 26.\Wxh2 \Wa2t 27 .. �b2 cxb2 
28.l!?e3 

28.\Whst Wd7 29 .E.\d4t .�.d5  looks risky 
for Whi te, but he can s t i l l  force a draw with : 
30 .)Jxd5t  exd5 3 1 .e6t fxe6 32.\Wg?t <J.?c6 
33 .1-Wdt wd7 34.1.Wg?t= 

a b c d e f g h 

28 . . .  b l =\W 29.\WhSt Wd7 30.E.\xbl \Wxb l =  
Black's i n i t iat ive i s  sufficient to force 

perpetual check, but noth i ng more.  

Conclusion 
The fi rst th ree ma in  l i nes of the chapter were 
dea l t  with rather eas i ly. I 5 .�e3 is s l ightly 
tr ickier, but  the clever queen manoeuvre to c6 
and b6 enables Black to solve h i s  p roblems and 
c la im at least equal chances. 1 5 .El.b 1 is the most 
s ign ificant of the l i nes exami ned ,  but we saw 
that after 1 5  . . .  lll f5 1 6 .\Wf2 .�c6 1 7 .l.'Eg l E.\d8 
Black has a fu l l  share of the chances, espec ia l ly 
with the strong exchange sacri fice on d3 on the 
cards. 'The u l t i mate verd ict i s  equal i ty, but i n  
practical terms I would always prefer Black's 
s ide due to h is safer ki ng. 
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a h c d c f g h  

15 .�gl 

Variation Index 
l .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3 .l1Jc3 j,b4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 j,xc3t 6.bxc3 l1J e7 7.Wi'g4 cxd4 

8.Wi'xg7 gg8 9.'Mfxh7 Wi'c7 1 0.l1Je2 dxc3 1 1 .f4 l1J bc6 1 2.Wi'd3 d4! 
13 .l1Jxd4 l1Jxd4 14.'Mfxd4 j,d7 1 5 ,ggl 

A) 17.g4 
B) 1 7,j,d3 Wi'd5 

B l )  1 8.j,e3 

1 5  ... l1J f5 1 6.Wi'f2 Wi'c6 

B2) 1 8.a4 0-0-0 
B2 1 )  19 .j,a3N 
B22) 19.ga3 

B3) 1 8,gb l j,c6 
B3 1 )  19.gb4 
B32) 1 9.gb3 0-0-0 20,gxc3 ©b8 

B32 1 )  2 1 .Wi'c5 
B322) 2 1 .g3!?  
B323) 2 1 .g4 

A) a fter 2 I "0.c4 ! n o t <:  to B32) 

1 26 
128 
1 30 
1 3 1  
1 32 
132 
135 
135  
1 37 
1 39 
141  
1 43 

a b c d c f g h  a h c d e f g h  a b c d c f g h  

2 1  . . . . \ll.cG !N 24 . . .  :U:xd3"i" !N  2 1 . . .aG !N  
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l .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.lll c3 ib4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 .lll,xc3t 
6.bxc3 llle7 7.\Wg4 cxd4 8.Wfxg? ljgS 9.Wfxh7 
Wfc7 10.lll e2 dxc3 l 1 .f4 lll bc6 12.Wfd3 d4 
13.lt:\xd4 lt:\xd4 14.Wfxd4 .lli.d7 1 5J2:gl 

a b c d e f g h 

'Il1 i s  is the ma in  move by far, and i t  has two 
ma in  pu rposes . By defend ing the g-pawn,  
White faci l i ta tes the development of h i s  l ight­
squared bishop. 111c rook move also supports 
a futu re g2-g4 to d rive the enemy knight  away 
from f5 . 

1 5  . . . lllf5 
1 5  . . .  0-0-0? does not work due to the s imple  

J 6 .Wf xa7 �,c6 1 7J�,e3± .  

l 5 . . .  l"f h 8  I 6 .h3  lll f5 l 7 . Wf  f2 .lli,cG 1 8 .g4 
lt:\h4 l 9 .l"fg3 has been tested i n  a few games. 
Without going  i nto fu l l  dera i l s ,  I bel ieve Whi te 
is s l ightly better here.  

1 6.Wf f2 Wf c6 
1 6  . . .  icG docs not make m uch sense here 

due to I 7.g4;i;, so Black should i nstead beg in  
by activat ing h i s  queen .  Wh i te now faces a 
choice between A) 17.g4 and B) 17 .. \kd3 . 

J 7.l"fb I a l lows B lack to force an immed iate 
d raw wi th l 7 . . .  Wf e4t I 8 .Wf e2 Wfd4 l 9.i�f2 
Wf e4'!" = .  I f  he wishes to keep the game going  
then I 7 . . .  \Wd 5 is  poss ib le ,  and may  transpose 
to variat ion B3 below after I 8.�,d3 .  

A) 17.g4 

This is Wh i te's most d i rect approach , and i t  
forces Black to make some i mportant  decis ions .  

17  . • .  \We4t 1 8.Wfe2 \Wd5! 
1 8  . . . Wla4 and I 8 . . .  V�Vd4 lead to i nte rest ing 

play, but  sadly not fu l l  equa l i ty. 

19  .. lll.g2 i':--\lc5 20.1¥ff2 lt:\d4 2 1 ..lll,e4! 

a b c d e f g h 

2 1 . . .�,c6!N 
I mproving on :  2 1  . . .  0-0-0 22J�,e3 (22 .l"fg3 ? 

icG favours Black.) 22 . . .  �,cG Vi t iugov assessed 
th is  pos i t ion as offeri ng counterplay for B lack, 
but a deeper i nvestigat ion shows that White is 
better: 23 .l"fd I .llf.xe4 24 . .  �xd4 Wfxa3 25 .l"fg3 
\t>b8 26.l"fxc3 Wf a5 27.\'ifle3 
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8 � �if .. i.. 
7 .� .• !.. (� l•,,$: 

% %  • � � : �·�,··��� 
L . % - L . .  % � 

4 • �j_�8-
3 �BW§f · ·"iif ·'� 
2 '?#;•P,{j�U? jr!�rtl � %-��m:A�, , 

� � .§. �  @?A 
a b c d e f g h 

27 . . .  :!ll.c6 ! ?N This was suggested by Watson 
as a possible improvement. (After 27 . . .  :ikd5 
28 .h3  White was a safe pawn up with the 
better chances in B runner - Legemaat, corr. 
20 1 1 . ) 28 .Wf2 Elxg4 29.ixa?'i' @c8 30 .Elxc6t 
bxc6 3 l .. �.b6 \Wxb6 32 .\Wxb6 Elxd 1 33 .\Wxc6'1' 
@d8 34 .\t>f) Elgg l It is possible that Black can 
draw this endgame with accurate p lay, but who 
would wish to suffer in this way? 

22.ixc6t 
22 . . �.c3 .lkxe4 23.ixd4 \Wc4 24.E\d I Eld8 

2 5 . h3 �.xc2 26 .\Wxc2 Elxd4 27.Elxd4 \Wxd4 
28 .Elg3 \Wxf4 29 .\Wxc3 'tt>f8 is equal , as po inted 
out by Watson .  

22 . . .  bxc6 23.Elg3 0-0-0 
Black is a pawn down with a weakened 

queenside structure, but his active pieces offer 
ful l  compensation .  

24 .. lke3 Eld5!? 
24 . . .  \Wc4! 2 5 . h4 \Wa4 26.Elc l \Wxa3 27. h 5  

\Wb2 i s  given b y  Watson,  a n d  I suspect that 
many readers would find this the eas ier l ine to 
play over the board .  Black has equal chances, 
with an obvious plan of push i ng the a-pawn. 
I decided to explore the text move to see if 
Black could achieve anything more, bm here 
too the verdict was equal i ty after accu rate play 
from both sides. I wi l l  present the rest of my 
analysis and al low the reader to decide which 
cont inuation to play i f  he encounters this 
variat ion. 

25.h4 
Black has no immediate th reats, so Whi te 

takes the opportun i ty to mobi l ize the h-pawn. 

Another possible continuation is :  
25 .Eld I Elgd8 26 .. �.xd4 Elxd4 27.Elgd3 

27.Elxd4 Elxd4 28 .Eld3 Ele4t 29 .Wfl Wc4 
30 .'tt>g l  Elxf4 transposes. 

27 . . .  Ele4'1' 28 .\i;>fl \Wc4 29 .'tt>g l  Elxd3 30 .Elxd3 
30.cxc\3? Eld4!+ is a n ice trick. 

8 �*- • � 
7 .  � �·� L %  �. �A • 
6 • • • • •  � s � m �tt////, � WM • ' · ' � 
4 ·�-i.�8-
3 {� f,.l:t. -
2 U8• ;a � 
I �����- J�'f: j 

� � WJ%. ' · ' 

a b c d e f g h 
30 . . .  E\xf:4 3 ! .l'!i!lxa7 Elxg4t 32 .Elg3 Elxg3t 
33 . hxg3 \We4 

Black's active queen and advanced c-pawn 
would be important assets, were it not for 
the fact that White can force an immediate 
draw. 

34 .\WaS 'I' 'tt>d7 3 5 .\Wb?'f 'tt>e8 36.WbSt 'tt>d7 
37 .\Wd6t We8= 
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25 ... E:gd8 26.h5 \Wc4 
'llueaten ing . . . Cll xc2t followed by . . .  E:d2 . 

27.E:g2 
27.Elc ! Cllxc2"!"! 28 .Wxc2 Eld2 29 . . \ll.xd2 E:xd2 

30.\hllxd2 cxd2t 3 l .mxd2 Wxf4t leads to a draw: 

a b c d e f g h 
32 .E:e3 me? 33 .E:h I 1Wxg4 34.E:hh3 \hlld4 "\" 
3 5 .me2 V�c4t =  Whi te cannot escape the 
checks. 

a b c d e f g h 

27 . . .  E:hS! 
The doubled rooks were unable to ach ieve 

anyth ing on the d-file, so Black takes the 
opportun i ty to invade on  the queenside. 

28.\Wg3 E:b2 29.E:cl \Wa4 30 • .\ll,xd4 Ei:xd4 
3 1 .h6 

3 l .1Wxc3 E:xf4 32.1Wxb2 \We4t 33 .E:e2 \Wh I t  
34.iid2 1Wd5t=  i s  another d rawi ng l i ne .  

3 1 . . .E:xf4 32.1Wd3 E:e4t 33.mfl E:xg4 
34.E:xg4 \Wxg4 

Whi te is unable to h ide h i s  k ing. 

s B�B B M 
1 � m m • m  
6 m • m • m  � 
s m . � .  
: .. ,, .... 
2 �!{LS � m � �/ · - -\ -������ I �  �� •@� 

a b c d e f g h 

35.h7 \Wf4t 36.mg2 Wfg4t 37.iih2 i't!hSt 
38.\Wh3 \Wxe5t= 

Once aga in  the game ends in perpetual 
check. To tel l  the truth ,  Watson's 24 . . . \Wc4 
seems l i ke a far eas ier route to equa l ity. The 
bolded cont inuat ion was in terest ing to analyse, 
but in a few of the above l i nes it was Black who 
was under pressure to force a d raw before the 
h-pawn could p romote. Nevertheless , from a 
theoretical po in t  of view both moves are fi ne .  

B) 17 .. �d3 
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'This t ime Whi te priorit izes h i s  development  
before advancing the  g-pawn.  

17 . . .  WdS 
The queen makes way for the bishop to come 

to cG , where i t  will i ncrease B lack's pressure 
on the long diagonal .  -n1e text move also 
supports a future . . .  tt.Jd4. We have reached a 
major cross roads where Whi te has tried several 
d ifferent moves, but the main options arc B I )  
1 8.Jke3, B2) 1 8.a4 and B3) 1 8,:gb l ,  the final 
move being the most popular by far. 

Before analys ing the three main moves, we wi l l  
consider three less chal lenging ones: 

1 8 .g4? !  is premature. 1 8  . . .  lt.J d4 1 9 .:gg3 'Wh lt 
20 .Wfl Wxh2 2 l .Ei:h3 ! ?  (2 l .Wg2 Wxg2 22.Ei:xg2 
skcG 23 .Ei:g3 was played in M .  Friedel - Aleksiev, 
Dortmund 20 1 3 , and now 23 . . .  :gh8 !N would 
have preserved Black's in i tiative.) 

� � :% 0  r.&.., :% , � � 8 a �  �� � a �  
7 � ·-.t� i -
6 �·�-��­: -���If ,�,�� � ;,, . . . . . •  f j  � 
3 � ��r· �  �.� � ·� ��;,, ,.; 
2 C V,  �:f;i �W /���� �m � ��v• 

a b e d e f g h 
2 l . . .  ctJxc2'!" 22.�d 1 Wxh3 23.'Wxh3 ctJxa 1  The 
pos i t ion was messy but somewhat favourable 
for Black in  R. Jones - Mason ,  High Wycombe 
20 1 2 . 

1 8 .g3 
Firs t  played i n  Hengst - Bittn er, corr. 1 990 .  
Here Black does wel l  with:  

1 8  . . .  il.bS !N 
I t  is not  for nothing that the white rook 
normally goes to b 1 on move 1 8 . 

a b c d e f g h 
1 9 .�.xbS -J' 

After l 9 .'Wg2 Wc5 20.skxfS exf5� Black's 
activ ity fu l ly compensates for  the pawn 
deficit .  
1 9 .«illxfS exf5 20 .'We3 0-0-0 2 l .�f2 f6 
22.'Wxc3'! .\ibcG is mentioned by Watson .  
Black has  fu l l  compensation for the sacrificed 
material in view of his  piece activity and 
Whi te's vulnerable king. 

l 9 . . .  Wxb5 20.g4 ctJ e7 2 l .Ei:g3 Wc4 
2 1  . . .  'WcG is also playable; in both cases Black 

has at least enough compensation for the 
pawn. 

A final minor al ternative is :  
1 8  . . �xfS exf5 

As a general rule, Black is happy to p lay with 
opposi te-coloured bishops in  such posit ions,  
as his domination of the l ight squares gives 
h im ongoing attacking chances. 
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20.Wf3 gives B lack a choice :  
a) 20 . . .  Wxf3 ! ?  2 1 .gxf3 E:h8 22 .0-0-0 �.c6= 
i s  a s imp le  l i ne showing that Black has 
noth ing to fear  from the endgame. Wh i te 
is s t i l l  a pawn up ,  but  Black has an active 
posit ion and the pawns on f3 , h3 and c2 are 
a l l  vu lnerable . 
b) 20 . . .  Wc4! 2 1 .We2 Wa4 keeps the queens 
on and thus p reserves more w inn i ng 
chances. 

20 . . .  Wa2 
B lack i ntends . . . . \1c6 with fi ne counterplay. 
Fol lowing the computer's top choices , the 
conti nuation m igh t be: 

2 l . .\1?,c5 <�,c6 22 . .\1?,d6 E:g6 23.Wxa7 E:t,rxd6 
24 .E:xd6 E:xd6 25 .exd6 Wb H 26.�f2 Wxc2"!" 
27 .�g3 

Th is l i ne is given by Watson ,  who correctly 
eva luates the pos i t ion as equa l .  'llie fi n ish 
m igh t  be: 

8 -�- • • 
7 � · · · · · · 6 , ,  ·j_� • • 5 • , ·0� •!•"$'/ 
4 � P ef� �  %£5�'fVJ%:WJl�'fV$;,{W,��·/% . "\�,, ·,.,/?Mf: 
3 ;:: � � �  %'$;, ' %  z % z /,/,�� '/ / 

2 ,. '(j�m"·"'/•:Lrt� 
. . .  �� 

a b c d e f g h 
27 . . .  Wd3"f 28 .©h4 

2s .©f2 Wd2t= 
28  . . .  Wd2! 

Wh i te has noth ing better than retreat ing h is 
k i ng. 

29 .�g3 Wd3"1" = 

B I )  1 8  . .l1?.e3 

'l11 is has ach ieved a modest p lus score for 
Wh i te, but  Black should be fine  after correct 
p lay. 

s .im m•B.iB 
1 - i B.tB i B 
6 , , . ·m m •• m 
s m  -��'i)-4 0� �/ � � 

�·'l,; ��·�m�f'l;;?,. , , ?,� � 3 w� r��m • %,, , , %�%.. , , %� , , , , , }'.; , ,  ,,� %�,� 2 � , , , , ,,-� �{/?'J�/;�/!J� �� � m �m 
a b c d e f g h 

18  . . .  lllxe3 19.Wxe3 E:xg2 20.E:xg2 Wxg2 
2 1  .. �,e4 
2 1 .0-0-0! ?N 

'l11 i s  u nt ested move deserves considerat ion .  
2 l . . .  Wd5 !  

2 1 . . .Wxh2? !  22 .Wd4 .11?.c6 23 .E:g l Whs  
24.©b I t  i s  what White wants. Rather than 
count ing pawns, B lack should improve h i s  
p iece coord i nat ion and target the  enemy 
ki ng. 

22.E!g l 
22 .'1¥fg l Wa2 forces Whi te ro take a 

perpetu al with : 23 .Wgst �e7 24.\Mfg5 "f �f8 
2 5 .Wh6"1"= 

s i: B  -�- R 
7 � · -j_· · ·  6 • • • •  • 
5 . -�t� � 
4 • •. w� •  ;r� /;:;,;r&'f;.:;\illi[ %� , 0 3 ?'Q;; ?'A% � �§1 8 
2 /. /,-�/,-, /,. , /%�ti¥ •• :;,;;�.: ·;.;:,% 0�/y;, '"';,�f ,/ 

1 � �w; m r� 
a b c d c f g h 

22 . . .  0-0-0 23.1Wxa7 .11?.c6 24 .E:d 1 Eld?!  
Watson assesses th i s  pos i t ion as equal .  He is 
correct , a lthough the p lay remains complex. 
It is worrh adding  the following po in t :  

2 5 . h4 '1¥ff3 ! 
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Black's counterplay is sufficient .  Nore that 
25 . . .  Wa2? would be a b lunder due to 26.Wa8t 
r.J1c7 27.WaSt followed by 28 .1Mf xc3 . 

s :i� R*'� � 
7 �l i B.tR i R  

: .-.-�--
4 �.�-��-3 �,r�� :-, ,-r � 
2 1'81��,-�.1. � - - -� � 

�y� � P.� � �� � 
a b c d e f g h 

2 1 . . .1Mfxh2 22.0-0-0 
Warson also gives 22 . .lkxb7 Elb8 23.gi,e4 

1M/h4t 24.1M/f2 Wxfzt 2 5 .c.J1xf2 E\b5 intending 
. . .  EI:a5 with an equal endgame. I would add 
that Black can deviate from this l ine with 
24 . . .  1M/g4 ! ? ,  when the posit ion is st i l l  equal, bur 
the presence of queens means that e i ther s ide 
might st i l l  try to win.  

22 . . .  gi,c6! 
An important move, leading to a level 

endgame after accurate play from both sides. 
22 . . .  Ei:d8? occurred in Robson - Shankland, 

M i lwaukee 2009, and now 23 .1M/d4!N 1Mfxf4t 
24.'i!?b I would have given White a big 
advantage. 

23.�.xc6t 
23 .  r.J1b 1 .\kxe4 24.  W xc4 may also lead to a 

draw after: 24 . . .  1M/f2! 2 5 .1Mfxb7 Wfb6t 26 .Wxb6 
axb6 27. ©a2 Ei:a4 28 .E\b I Elxf4 Y2-Y2 Dulany 
- Anderson ,  corr. 20 1 2 . 

23 . . •  bxc6 24.1M/d4 
24.1Mfc5 ?  Wxf:H 2 5 .'i!?b I Wa4 gave White 

some problems in Barrientos Chavarriaga -
Pozo Vera, Panama City 20 I I .  

a b c d e f g h 

24 . • .  aS 
White has no special threats, so Black gains a 

b i t  of space while removing the pawn from the 
glare of rhe enemy queen . 

25.Elgl 
2 5 .r.JJb I We2 ! 26 .Wd?t r.J1f8 27 .Wd6t c.J1g7 

28.Elg l t 'i!?h8= is mentioned by Warson . 

25 . . .  Wd2t 26.Wxd2 cxd2t 27.'i!?xd2= 
1/z-1/z 

The endgame is level and the players agreed a 
d raw in  Wal ter - Gi rard, corr. 20 1 2 . 

B2) 1 8.a4 

a b c d e f g h 

ll1 is move is rare, bur pushing the a-pawn 
is almost always a plausible plan in  such 



1 32 Poi soned Pawn 

pos i t ions .  Wh i te i s  p repari ng to activate ei ther 
h is rook or  his bishop via a3. 

1 8  ... 0-0-0 
At th is  both B21 )  19 .ia3N and 822) 

19.ga3 should be considered . 

1 9 .\Wxa7N is poss ib le  and m ight lead to a 
forced d raw after 1 9  . . .  gxg2 20.gxg2 '.Wxg2 
2 J .\Wa8t rj;;c7 22.\Wa5 "1" rj;;c8 23 .\Wa8"1" = when 
ne i ther s ide can avoid  che perpetu a l .  

I f  B lack desperately needs to w in  he can try 
1 9  . . .  ic6 ! ?  20 .\Wf2 \Wa5 ! ,  but after 2 J . g4 llld4 
22 .gg3 \Wd5 23 .rj;; fl ! Wh ite is  objectively 
sl ightly better. 

B2 1 )  19.ia3N 

'fh is has nor yet been played, but it is a 
sens ib le develop ing move that suggests i tself 
qu i te natura l ly after Whi te's last .  

19 . . .  �,c6! 
Black should res ist the temptat ion to grab 

the a4-pawn ,  which would help Wh i te to 
develop cou n terplay. 

20.�,b4 llld4! 2 1 .ixc3 \Wes 22.ihd4 gxd4� 
Black is two pawns down for the moment, 

but h i s  active p iece p lay ensures at least 
an equal game. Whi te's exposed king and 

lack of coord i nat ion puts h i m  in a d i fficult  
pos i t ion where accuracy is  needed . A poss ib le 
cont inuat ion i s :  

24.<±>fl 
24. rj;;e2 gives Black a choice. 24 . . . ge4"! ! ?  

2 5  . .\11,xe4 lid2"1" 26.rj;;xd2 \Wxfzt 27.<±>d3 
.�,xe4 "1" 28 .<±>xe4 �Ve2"1" 29 .rj;;d4 i1'Jd2"1"= l eads 
to a perpetua l .  Alternatively, 24 . . . f5 ! ?� is  
an i nte rest ing attempt to keep playi ng for a 

wi n ,  and after 2 5 . exf6 e5t  B lack gets a strong 
i n i t iat ive. 

24 • . .  ast 
Black mainta ins  fo l l  compensat ion for the 

sacr ificed materia l .  1he pawn on a4 m igh t 
soon fal l ,  wh ich wi l l  give B lack a strong passed 
a-pawn. 

822) 19.l:!a3 

1h is  is the on ly move to have been played . 
It usua l ly leads to someth i ng resembl ing the 
ma in  B32 l i ne,  but with Wh ite offer ing h i s  
a-pawn i n  an attempt to  develop an i n i t iat ive 
on the queenside. 
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19  . . . Wb8 20.E!'.xc3 .11lxa4! 
Th is r ime Black does besr ro grab rhe pawn.  

'Il1 is is j us tified by rhe fact that  rhe whi re rook 
wi l l  have ro wasre add i tional rime to rerurn to 
the half-open a-file .  

20 . . .  .11lc6?! rransposes ro a few games which 
arrived at this posi t ion via a sl ightly d ifferent 
move order. Compared with the main B32 
variat ion,  White has been granted the extra 
move a3-a4 . This gives h im the useful poss ib i l i ty 
of 2 1  Jka3! with the berrer chances, as seen in  
Mi lman - Ti.1hrim ,  Phi ladelphia 20 1 1 .  

Black avoids the queen exchange and 
preserves equal chances. 

22 . .  \ll.xf5 exf5 23 .Wf2 b6 ! 
23 . . .  E!'.cS should be avoided m view of 
24.W cl6t ®xd6 2 5 .E!'.xcS -t" E!'.xc8 26 .exd6 
Ei:xc2-t" 27.Wg3 when Whi te's h-pawn is 
more dangerous than the connected a- and 
b-pawns .  The ending may well be a draw 
with perfect play, but it is Black who wi l l  
have to work harder to prove i t .  

24 .Wd 
24.�%4 .\ll.b5 !� 

24 . . . We6 2 5  .. \ll.a3 E!'.c8� 
Black's i n i t iat ive provides fu l l  compensarion 

for the pawn, and the opposi te-coloured 
b ishops make it harder for the wh i te king to 
find a su itable refi.1ge. 

2 1 . . .Wc6 
Watson goes into some deta i l  analys ing 

2 l . . . b5 ! ?  i n  ChessPubl i sh ing. "l11e move seems 
ro hold up okay, bur I would prefer to avoid 
loosen ing the king's defences when an equally 
good alternative exists. '!he queen move appears 
sl ightly awkward as the bishop remains p inned, 
but White has no immediate way ro explo i t  
i t  and Black wi l l  soon t idy up rhe queenside, 
eirher with . . . b6, or with . . . a6 intending . . .  ,\ll.b5 .  

22 .. \ll,b2 li:'ie7! 
'Ille knighr s teps away from a poss ible g2-g4 

attack and prepares ro hop forwards to d 5 .  
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23.g3 
23 .g4 /1J d 5  24.h4 was p layed i n  Shabaev 

- Kurbasov, corr. 20 1 1 .  Here I propose 
24 . . .  aG!N i n tend ing . . . . \1?,b5  with equal p lay. 
(The game conti nued 24 . . .  Eld7 25 .�d4 b6 
26.Elg2?? /1Jxf4 wi th a decis ive advan tage for  
B lack, bu t  Wh i te could have claimed an  edge 
wi th 26.c3 !N . )  

A nother plaus ib le con ti n uat ion is :  
23.h4N /1Jd5 24. h 5  b6 

2 5 . hG? !  
loo ambi t ious .  
Whi te should sett le for 25  .. \1?.d4 a l though 
25  . . .  �,b 5  is  fine for  Black. 

25  . . .  E\h8! 26.E\h 1 
26 .h7 /1J b4 27.Elc3 �fd 5  also favours B lack. 

26 . . .  /1J b4 27.Elc3 \Wd5 28 . . \1?.a3 

8 � *;i � �ii 
7 �1·' /�, ,,� ·ra / 

/'�[,. B. ' & B �AV 6 ;;• � - �  ;ru 5 �L%�·i��/ 0-� � 

4 .ar'� f� � 3 � ���� � 
2 � £j �  � £j � 
I ��-��· ��.�1' � B �1 B �  

a b c d c f g h 
28 . . .  \Wa5 !  29 .�jd2 /1J xc2"l" ! 30 .Elxc2 Elxd3 
3 l .i¥fxa5 bxa5 32.Elblt 'if?a8 33.Elh3 Elxh3 
34.gxh3 ElxhG+ 

'l11e most l i kely outcome is a draw, but Black 
can p ress for a whi le .  

23 . . .  b6 
By sh iel d i ng the a7-pawn,  B lack prepares to 

move h i s  b ishop.  

A l though Black docs not requ i re an 
improvement over the main l i ne, I would l i ke 
to mention  a playable a l ternative :  
23 . . .  11J d 5 ! ?N 

Intend ing  . . .  /1Jb4 .  

24.�,d4 
24.\Wd4 is  met by 24 . . .  b 5 !  fol lowed by . . .  a 5  
w i th  an  active game for Black. 

24 . . .  bG �m a ᜀ d ဇ i  t n .瀆 e瀆rnꀟle fon 

eho 
� ! t .  .灺. ds嫎at l s  eယ a ဃ ee Bi eb
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the  l ight-squared bishops, Black weakens 
h is opponenr's king whi le i ncreas i ng the 
power of the knight on d 5 .  Black has fai r  
compensation for  the  pawn and good 
practical chances to play for a win .  

a b c d e f g h 
26.h4 

26.�f2 :fi:gd8t 
26 . . .  :ggd8 27 . . �,e4 1.'Hb5 28 .i/.xd 5 

28 .i/,d3 1.'Hc6= repeats. 
28 . . .  Elxd 5  29 .c3 Elc8!� 

Black has a strong in i t iative and White has 
to watch out for an exchange sacri fice on d4 . 

24 . . .  :gd? 25.Elc3 iWdS 26.\'He4 1.'HaS 27.�f2 

27.�e2 can be met by 27 . . .  m18 28 .h4 tll f5 
with count erplay. 

27 . . .  tlldS 28.Elc4 �bS 29.Eld4 �c6 
Black maintained ful l  compensation in  

Grabner - Urbanek, corr. 20 1 1 .  

B3) 1 8.:gb l 

s .iB B•B .iB 
7 � i B.tB i B  
6 m m ' m  m 
s m Bift�lj)m 
4 - - � -3 � W�j,,- B 
2 

% . . .  %-% . . .  :%� %;,, ; ·; %w� 

nlflt'fli'Wf,if, 
a b c d e f g h 

Th is is the main l ine  by far. White p revents 
. . .. �.b5  wh i l e  preparing to arrack the  c3-pawn.  

18 . . .  .ill.c6 
h·om here White occasional ly tr ies B3 1)  

19.:gb4, bur the  ma in  l i ne  and  the  best move 
is B32) 1 9.:gb3. 

B3 1 )  19 .:gb4 

This move has hardly ever occurred in the 
specific posit ion occurring after B lack's last 
move, bur the resul t ing posi t ion has been 
reached many r imes via d ifferent move orders, 
one example being 1 5 .Elb l tll f5 1 6 .1.'Hf2 1.'Hc6 
(in variat ion E of the p revious chapter I 
recommend l 6 . . .  £1,c6 for Black) 1 7  .Elb4 1.'Hd5 
l 8 .1:'£gl  .�c6 l 9 . . �.d3 .  

19  . . .  0-0-0 
l 9 . . .  Eld8 has been more popular, bur  cast l ing 

makes more sense to me. 
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20.\Wxa7? Ei:xg2 is a terrib le  trade fo r Wh i te. 

Wh i te's most popular  cont inuat ion has been :  
20.Ei:c4 \tib8 2 l .Ei:xc3 

a b e d e f g h 
Th is way of hand l i ng the pos 1 t 1on makes 
abso lutely no sense for Wh i te,  as the same 
pos i t ion occurs in var iat ion B32 with Whi te 
to move i nstead of Black. The on ly  question 
is  whether Wh i te can s t i l l  c l ing to  equal i ty in  
the  present  l ine .  

21  . . .  bG! 
'll1 i s  is my preference, a l though any sens ib le  
move should work wel l .  

22 .Ei:b3 
22.Jll,d2 may be the best way for  Wh i te to 

mai nta in the balance, for i nstance: 22 . . . . �.b 5  
23 .g4 ( 2 3  . .  lilxb5 \Wxb5 24.\We2 V�d 5 =  Black's 
act iv i ty fu l ly  compensates for the pawn 
deficit .  25 . . �,d 1.Wa5 26.�d2 \Wd5 27 . . �,d 
�f a5  28 .. \ild2 1/2-Y2 Baumgartner - Dorner, 
corr. 20 1 2 . )  23 . . .  llld4 24.ESg3 Ei:h8 25 Jke3 
.\ll.xd3 26.cxd3 lll b5  27.i]c l \Wb3 28 . .ffi,xbG 
axb6 29 .\WxbG"i" \tiaS 30 .Ei:h3 !  Elc8 3 l .Ei:xh8 
Y2-Y2 Pierzak - Bel l ,  corr. 20 l 0 .  

a b e d e f g h 
22 . . .  ElhS !N 

A common manoeuvre to  create weaknesses 
in Whi te's camp. 

23 .h3  Elhg8! 
In tend ing  . . .  ESg3 . We wi l l  fol low Watson's 
analys is  for  a few more moves . 

24.S?,d2 
24.c4 \Wa5 "!" 2 5 .�d2 1.Wa4t 

24 . . .  \Wxb3!  2 5 . cxb3 El:xd3 
Watson c la ims an advan tage for  B lack, and 
I fu l ly agree that B lack's tremendous p iece 
activi ty outweighs h i s  m aterial deficit .  Here 
is one b rief i l l us trat ive l i ne .  

a b e d e f g h 
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26.g4!  
Other moves al low Black to cla im a larger 
advan tage . 

26 . . . ll'ld4 27 .:gg3 tt:l f.3"!" 28 .Elxf.3 Elxf.3+ 
Wh ite st i l l  has a s l ight material  advantage , 

but Black's rooks may outru n  the enemy 
queen . 

20 . . .  ct:Jd4 2 1 .Elxd4 
The exchange sacriflce is Whi te's on ly  

chance. 2 l .Elg3? '\Wh 1 ·1· 22 .'\Wfl '\Wxh2 is  no 
good for h im .  

2 1 . . .'\Wxd4 22.'\Wxd4 Elxd4 
White only has one pawn for the exchange, 

but his bishops are strong and the passed 
h-pawn is a big asset in the endgame. We wi l l  
li.> l low o ne example where White went  astray, 
i n  order to showcase an impo rtant i dea for 
B lack. 

23.'li-<f2?! 
'l11 is is an instruct ive error. Whi te may have 

recogn ized the fact that B lack would l i ke 
to exchange off the l ight-squared bishops,  
and thus decided to activate h i s  king while 
prepar ing to meet . . .  �.e4 with ct?e.3 wi nn ing  
mater ia l .  He should have preferred one of  the 
fo l lowi ng al ternatives: 

23 .:i1!'.e3 Ela4 (23 . . .  Elxd3 ! ?N 24 .cxd.3 ElhS 2 5 J5 
\t>d7 is also qu i te safe) 24 .h4 ,\1;l,e4 2 5 Jhe4 
Elxe4 26 .\t>e2 ga4 27j/,c l gd4 '111e endgame 
remai ned balanced in  M i tkov - Lamoureux ,  
Paris 1 993 .  

23 . h4 ! ?N .�e4 24. ,\1;l,xe4 Elxe4 "!" 2 5 .@ f2  Eld4 i s  
also about  equal .  

23 . . .  gh8 24.\t>g3 
Here I found an improvement over the game 

Ondrejat  - Cech,  Decin 1 996 .  

25.c:xd3 gd8t 
Black wi l l  pick up the d.3-pawn next, 

restoring material equal i ty whi le  keep ing some 
i n i t iative. Black also has the more dangerous 
pawn major i ty, wi th . . .  a5  and . . . b5-b4 com i ng 
soon .  

B32) 19.f.i:b3 

� H.Ul!r 
: .Uilll.8 
4 m m �  m 3 ���1jLm m W W � m �  2 ����'"'j J/'oj/j, - � �� �� 

a b c d e f g h 

19  . . .  0-0-0 20.Elxc3 \t>b8 
Th is posi t ion has been tested in several 

games in recent  years, inc luding at the e l i te 
leve l . A l though Black is two pawns down,  
he has  excel lent counterplay due to h i s  active 
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p ieces a n d  Whi te's vu l nerable k ing. Com puter  
analys i s  has caused many old assessments to be 
revised , and the current  verd i ct is that B lack i s  
ho ld ing h i s  own . 

a b c d e f g h 

Wh ite has tested a variety of  opt ions,  the 
th ree most s ign ificant  being B32 1 )  2 1 .'W'c5 , 
B322) 2 1 .g3!? and B323) 2 1 .g4. 

Before analys ing  these var iat ions,  we wi l l  
consider three rook moves . None o f  them arc 
ou trigh t m istakes, bur  they a l l  cont a i n  certa i n  
drawbacks. Pay atten t ion to  t he  fol l owing 
analysis and you wi l l  get an idea  of  some of the  
bas ic  p lans  and tactical mot ifa fo r both s ides. 

2 1 .Elc5 a l lows the black queen to i nvade.  
2 I . . .  'W'a2 I n  the fo l lowing GM encounter 
Wh i te found noth ing better than s imp l ifying 
to  a d rawn endgame: 22 .Ei:xc6 bxc6 23 .\�lc5 

23 . . .  l1xd3!  24 .cxd3 Elxg2 25 .l1xg2 'W'xg2 
26 .$.c3 lllxe3 27.\Wxe3 V;Vh I "!" 28 .'it>e2 'W'xh2"1" = 
1/2-1/2 Ganguly - Shu lman ,  Ningbo 20 1 1 .  

2 1 .;gb3 
H avi ng removed the c3-pawn,  Wh i te moves 
the rook back to i ts p revious square, where i t  
b locks the queen's route t o  a 2  wh i l e  vaguely 
eye ing the enemy k i ng. 

2 1 . . . a6!N 
Improving on 2 1  . . .  \Wa5 "l" ? !  22 .$.d2 'W'a4 
23 . . :ikb4 a5 24 .. \1lc5 Eld 5 25 .Ei:c3 Ei:gd8 26.g4 
llld4 27.Ei:c4 Ei:xc5 28 .Ei:xa4 .'ha4 29 .c4± as 
played i n  Pij pcrs - Sh i rov, Rogaska S lat ina 
20 1 1 .  S h i rov even tual ly dcfcarccl h i s  lower­
rated opponent, but  h i s  pos i t ion at th i s  s tage 
was h ighly dub ious. 
·n1e text move was pro posed by Ris .  B lack's 
idea is to p lay . . . . \1lb5 next. 

22 . . \1ld2 
Wh ite must avo id both 22 . . \1lxa6? ?  'W'd I #  
and 22 .g4 ?  lt:ld4-+ .  
22 .c4 \Wd4! is also promis ing  for Black. 

22 . . . . �,b5  23 . . :ikxb5  axb5 
Black has fine compensation and Whi te is 

vu l nerable on the l igh t squares. 

2 I .Ei:c4 
'll1 i s  move a l so fai l s  to impress . B lacl<'s 
logical reply enables h i m  to make the rook 
in  to a ta rget. 

2 l . . .  b6! 22 .g4 .�,b5 !  23 .Ei:c3 llld4 
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a b c d e f g h 
24 .. 11l.xb5 ? 

As Watson points out ,  White could have 
held the balance with :  24.:gg3 !N Wfh l t 
25 .\Wfl \Wxh2 26.Elh3 �.xd3 27.Elxh2 .lll.xfl 
28 .'iiixfl Elxg4 29.Eld3= 

24 . . .  \Wxb5 2 5 .\Wfl \Wa5 26 . . l!l.d2 Wla4+ 
White is struggl ing, and in the following 
game he quickly col lapsed : 

B321 )  2 1 .i�cS 

With this move Whi te returns one of his extra 
pawns to force an exchange of queens. Black's 
active pieces should p rovide ful l  compensation ,  
but  i t  is worth paying attention to some of the 
finer detai ls .  

a b c d e f g h 

21 .. .Elxg2 22.\WxdS Elxgl t 23.Wf2 .\ll.xd5!N 
Sometimes the s imple moves arc the best .  

23 . . .  Eldg8 ! ?  
Th is flashy move has  occurred in  both of  
the  games on my database. I t  certa in ly has 
aesthetic appeal ,  but objectively i t  is s l ightly 
inaccurate. 

24.\Wdst :gxd8 2 5 .Wxg l Elg8'!" 26.Wfl 
Compared with my main l i ne, Black's bishop 
is p laced on c6 i ns tead of d5. The d ifference 
is not huge, but i t  does mean that Black is 
prevented from playing . . .  IJ:g2 at certa in 
moments due to the reply Elxc6 winn ing a 
p iece. 
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at th i s  po inr she cou ld  have secured an edge 
with :  

29 . . �,d3Nt 
Wh i te i s  i n  contro l ,  with an extra pawn and 

a fu rther  target on f7. White can a l so consider 
exchanging on f5 to get the dark-squared 
bishop om, when the t ime is r ight .  

24.'it>xgl 

a b c d e f g h 

24 • . .  E1g8t 25.'it>fl l2Je7!? 
I nt end ing . . .  E1h8 o r  . . .  Ei:g2. 
·n1e i m med iate 25 . . .  Ei:g2 is also playable,  

a l though Black needs to be s l ight ly carefu l :  
26. il.xf5 

� B �;, B 8 ��; · � �  
7 �"·.rm 0 Z-/.r��f ;;; 6 .• · · �  � 5 . •.t�.i· 
4 • •  1� � 
3 �/;;{;.�� . 0- %�/ 0 

2 % ;-��-00�7i� 
�/>'diiW&d , ;%%U{�� . .  /} . . . .  ::: � � �et� 

a b c d c f g h 
26 . . .  E1xh2!  (After 26 . . .  exf5 27.E1d3 Ei:xc2 
28 .13xd 5 E1xc !i' 29 .©g2 the endgame may 
u l t imately be d rawn , but  Black is under some 
pressure . )  27 Jkg4 :g1i 1 -1- 28 .'it>f2 Ei:xc l 29.il.h5 

29 . . . . \ke4! 30 .. \li,xf7 .�J5 Black should hold the 
draw without too many problems.  

26.il.e2 
26.a4 13g2 (or 26 . . .  Ei:h8=)  27 .h3 13g3 28 .il.a3 

tDc6 is fine for Black, who is  poised to restore 
mater ia l  equa l i ty. 

26 . . .  ttJfS 
'TI1 is  a l lows a repenuon b u t  i t  i s  clearl y  

the best move. The knight returns to a fine 
square where i t  prevents the enemy rook from 
becoming active.  

27 .. \l?,f3 
27.il,d3=  repeats the pos i t ion .  

27 .. \l?,d2? !  E1g2 i s  unpleasant  for Wh i te .  

27 JV,b2 can be played , but  i t  hard ly i m p roves 
Wh i te's pos i t ion .  Bl ack can proceed wi th 
27 . . .  b6 prepar ing . .  . <i!?b7. Now 28 .. \l?.a6 m ight 
look s l ightly annoyi ng, but after 28 . . .  il,b7 
29Jli',xb7 ©xb7 Black has fu l l  compensation 
for the pawn i n  v iew of the strong kn igh t 
on f5 , better pawn stru cture and more active 
p ieces . 

27.a4 is a sens ib le idea to activate the dark­
squarcd bishop. 'Th is  t ime Black responds wi th 
27 . . . . \l?,g2t !  28 .©f2 (28 .�:;>e ! .\l?,c6=) 28 . .  .ik6 
when he rega ins a pawn,  ei ther on a4 or on h2 
after . . .  Ei:g2'!" . The pos i t ion i s  balanced . 
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a b c d e f g h 

27 . . . .  \Jl,xf3 28.:1:i:xf3 
Despite the reduced material ,  Black reta ins  

good pos i t ional compensation for the pawn 
in view of the superb knight on f5 and the 
numerous pawn weaknesses in Whi te's camp. 

2s • • •  :ghs? 
With this move Black not only attacks the 

h-pawn, but also preven ts Wh ite's rook from 
gett ing active on  h3 . 

29.h3 
29 .�ff2 gives Black a choice between 

29 . . . 'tt>c7� improving the k ing, and 29 . . . :1:\h3� 
intending to swing the rook to c3 . 

Now that the white rook is prevented from 
coming to h3 ,  the black rook can look for 
something e lse  to do .  

30.c3 bS;i 
Black has fu l l  compensation for the pawn.  

Whi te's b ishop is hampered by i ts own pawns 
and the rook is a defender on the th i rd rank .  
Black, on the other hand, can move his  pieces 
freely, as long as he does not al low the h-pawn 
to start runn ing. A logical plan is to march 
the king up the board to attack the pawns on 
a3 and c3 .  If the white bishop remains on c l , 
Black may even consider . . .  a5 with the clueat 
of . . . b4. 

B322) 2 1 .g3!? 

a b c d e f g h 

-l11 is i n terest ing move has the idea of 
sacrificing an exchange i n  order to l im i t  Black's 
counterp lay. 

2 1 .  .. ct'id4 22j/,e3 ct'if3t 23.©dl ct'ixgl 
According to my database, th i s  is the  on ly  

move to have been tried. White receives some 
in i t iative for the exchange, but after correct 
play a drawn endgame is reached . I investigated 
a couple of other attempts to create winn ing 
chances for Black; the  fi rs t  i s  dubious but the 
second is of roughly equal value to the main 
l i ne.  
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23 . . .  iMTa2? !N is  an attempt to get closer to the 
wh i te k i ng, bur it a l lows White to force the 
fol lowing endgame: 24Jkxa7i' 'i!-?a8 25 .E!:xc6! 
iMfb I t  26.'tt>e2 lDxg U 27.iMfxg l iMfxg l 28 . .  \li>,xg l 
bxc6 

8 •• �� n.1a 7 • • • • •  6 • • • • • � 
s n • 0 n 
4 • • � n ;;?! %  ,%� �� /, /,;;?i';:i . 3 f& �� � f& 2 - � •@• 0 � W!f; •. ?10. ·�� I �  � � � 

a b c d e f g h 
·n1e material  balance is unusual , but  the 

pos i t ion is more dangerous for Black. ·n1e 
bishops are strong, the rooks do not have 
many targets , and Wh i te has several extra 
pawns.  

23 . . .  Ei:hS ! ?N 
'Th is move is mentioned by Warson ,  and i t  
seems perfectly playable .  B lack attempts to 
i ncrease h i s  i n i t iat ive ,  but  here too the l i kely 
verd ict  i s  a draw after best p lay. 

24 .,\1;>,xa?t 
Wh i te can also consider 24.l'l:g2 ! ?  lD xe5 
2 5 . fxe5 iM/xg2 26.ixa?i' 'tt>a8 27 .h4 
(27 .iMfxg2 $',xg2 28  . . \lf,g l ifl i s  an equal  

endgame) 27 . . .  iMfh I t  28 .'tt>d2  il,e4 wi th 
an i n terest ing battle to fol low and rough ly 
equal chances . 

24 . . .  �a8 2 5 .E!:g2 iMTb5 !  26.'tt>c l  
A draw may occur after: 26.'tt>e2 E!:xd3! 
27.Ei:xd3 iMfb I 28 .Ei:c3 iMfb5t 29.Ei:d3 iMtb 1 = 

26 . . .  iMTa5 

24.�,xa7t mas 25.iMf xgl 

8 •m �� m1:m 7 �·m m • m  6 m.tm • m  m 
5 m -�� m 4 m m  w� m 3 �p; �% . . . .  "' �� % . . .  \:�r� � �d,lfilJllfil 2 
1 � �iii ��; '( Jj m �cJ?m � 

a b c d e f g h 

25 . . .  $',b5! 
Black i ncreases the p ressure a long the d-file .  

From a posit ional  point of view, i t  is also useful 
to exchange one half of  Whi te's bishop pair. 
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26 .. lkb6 ixd3 27 .cxd3 
27.E!xd3 Wb5 28 .E!d6 E!c8 occurred in  

Pacher - Petrik, Banska Stiavnica 20 I I .  Ihe 
posit ion is equal but Whi te has to be careful .  
Here 29 .Wle3N would have been best, when 
29 . . . Wb It 30.Wf cl Wlb5 3 I .Wle3= repeats the 
pos i t ion.  

27 . . .  WbS! 
'll1e less precise 27 . . .  E!c8 28 .Wld4! Wb5 

occurred i n  Michalczak - Johannessen,  
Rogaska S lat ina 20 I I .  Here Whi te could have 
obtained a clear advantage with:  

s •�.i� •.iR 1 � .t.JI R .t.9 6 �.>/////- .t. � � 5 ��� � � 
4 � � r� � 
3 f�D:.�,#f ti/d /:q�'� 2 

, /., "R�- /r!l 
I . , �@� '  R . . . . .  

a b c d e f g h 
29.ic7 !N 1lueaten ing E!c4 or E!c5 . 29 . . .  Wb I "I" 
30.Ei:c l Wb3"!" 3 I .c;;tid2 Ei:gd8 32 .Wc4 Wxc4 
33 .Ei:xc4 b5 34 .�,xd8 !  bxc4 3 5 .if6± Ihe 
h-pawn is  a serious threat in the endgame. 

28 .ixd8 Wlb lt 29.Ei:c l Wxd3t 30 .c;;tie I  
E!xd8 gives B lack a t  least a perpetual .  

28 . . .  Ei:cS 29.ic7 Wa4t 30.<iib2 Wxf4 3 1 .Ei:c4 
Wld2t 32.<iia l  

� .,,._,i. 
: :·�-�=-4 ··'•" '•·· 
3 � m 8 m �� 
2 m � - · "w� �- i-•J_fJi 
1 L j  m m L J  

a b c d e f g h 

32 . . .  Ei:xc7! 
'1l1e only move, bur good enough. Wh ite 

wi l l  have to return his  extra material to protect 
his king. 

33.Ei:xc7 Wxd3 34.\1;.Vg2 1/Bxa3t 35.Wa2 
'.Wxa2t 36.c;;tixa2 Ei:h8 37.h4 E!g8 38.Ei:c3= 
lfi-1/i 

Antonov - Oren,  corr. 20 1 2 . 

B323) 2 1 .g4 

a b c d e f g h 
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'TI1 is  is Wh ite's most d i rect attempt,  and the 
clear fi rst  choice i n  terms of both populari ty 
and statist ical  resu l ts .  

2 1 . . .llld4 22.El'.g3 Wh l t 23 .. �fl 
'D1 is was recommended in Khal ifo1an's book 

in 2006. It was a nove l ty at that t ime,  but it 
has been tested in a n umber of  games s i nce. 

23.Wfl Wd5 ! ?N 
TI1 is is  the  cleanest route to  equa l i ty, i f  Black 
does not m i n d  a repeti tio n .  
23 . . .  Wxh2? !  24 .El'.h3 Wg2 25 .Wxg2 ixg2 
26.El'.h7 gives Wh i te the better endgame. 
23 . . .  lll f:.J'!' 24 .iif2 Wxh2t 25 .Wg2 �Vxg2'!' 
26.Ei:xg2 tlld4 gives Black sufficient 
compensation fo r the pawn deficit ,  and after 
27.El'.g3 Ei:h8 28 .£1,e3 a draw was agreed i n  
Kain - Liebert, co rr. 20 1 2 . 

a b c d e f g h 
24 .h3  

I t  i s  not  easy to  fi nd a constructive way for 
White to  keep the game goi ng. 
24.Wf2= repeats. 
24 . h4 lll f5 25 .ixf5 exf5 is fine for  Black. 

24 . . .  WaS 25 .c�d2 Wb6 26 .El'.e3 ! ?  
26 .ie3 Wa5  27"�d2 Wb6= 

26 . .  "'!ka4� 
Black has fu l l  compensation .  Whi te must  be 

on  guard against  various tactical mot ifa,  and 
B lack can i ncrease the pressure by doub l i ng h is 
rooks o n  the d-file .  

8 � �� m:i m 
7 •,,• ,n!n� 
: ���� 
4 m � � 8 m �-'.0 �;: - - - - -/', , , , , ;� /, , , , , %;: , , , , ,/ � � ¥!].!.�.·. 1 m  %� "'=£•� 

a b c d e f g h 

23 . . .  bG! 
Khal i fman only considered 23 . . .  El'.h8 24 .h3  

b6 25 . a4! .�,xa4 26.ia3 lead ing t o  Whi te's 
advantage. 'll1e text move is an improvement 
that was d iscovered some t ime after h is book 
was publ ished.  

24.a4 
Th is has been tested i n  a few correspondence 

games. 

An over-the-board game bet\veen two top 
players conti n ued:  
24.ib2 ie4 25 .a4 Ei:d5 26.£1,a3 El'.c8 27 . . 'ikd6'1' 
�b7 28.El'.xc8 

-111e time has come for Black to i m p rove. 
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played in  Leko - Caruana,  Dortmund 20 1 2 . 
At this poi nt 3 1 .�,aG"j- ! N  Wd8 32 .\Wfl '\Wxfl 
(o r 32 . . .  '\Wxh2 33 .:1'1h3 +-) 33 .�xfl would 
have given White a decis ive advantage. 

29 .:1'1c3 "!" 
29 .c4?  ctJ c2t 30 .We2 :1'1d4-+ i ntending 
. . .  �cG gives Black a cru sh ing pos i t ion .  

29 . . . Wd7 30 .E1c?'f We8 3 l .:1'1c8 "1" Wd7 

32 .:1'1b8 ! ?  
32 .:1'1c7'1" is a s imple d raw; the text move is a 
flashier  route to the same end.  

32 . . .  ctJ xc2t 33 .Wxc2 .\ll.xc2 34 .E1b?t We8 
3 5 . :1'1b8i"= 

a b c d e f g h 

24 . . .  We4t 25.:1'1ge3 WdS 26.:1'1ed3 
Afrer 26 .h3 �xa4 27.�,d3 '\Wh I t  a draw was 

agreed in I lyushchenko - Cru mmitt ,  co rr. 
20 1 3 , as there is a virtual ly forced repet i t ion 
coming afrer 28 .Wfl Wh2 29 .'\Wf2 \Wh I i" .  

26 . . .  WaS 27 • .  \11.a3 

a b c d e f g h 

27 . . .  lt:JbS!  
This c lever move forces the following 

s impl ifications. 

28.\Wd2 :1'1xd3 29.:1'1xd3 ctJxa3 30.:1'1xa3 
'\Wxd2t 3 1 .�xd2 :1'1xg4 

Whi te s t i l l  has an extra pawn,  but he has no 
advantage due to h is many pawn weaknesses 
and Black's activi ty. 

32.©e3 £\h4 33.h3 
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Poisoned Pawn 

Soldano - Girard, corr. 20 I 0. White does 
not have a single way to improve his position 
without dropping at least a pawn. 

Conclusion 

"foe 15.�gl line is widely regarded as the 
critical test of the entire l 2.\Wd3 d4 variation. 
After the standard moves l 5 . . .  lt'if5 !6.\Wf2 
\Wc6, the immediate 17.g4 loosens White's 
position and enables Black to obtain adequate 
counterplay, although the second player must 
play accurately at certain moments. 

The developing move 17 .. \tl,d3 1s more 
popular, when Black replies l 7 ... \Wd5. We 

checked a number of deviations. bur the 
most important continuation by far is 18.�b I 
.\tl,c6 l 9.�b3 0-0-0 20.Ei'.xc3 WbS. The latest 
games and analysis demonstrate that Black 
has full compensation for the rwo-pawn 
investment. The only downside is that many 
lines have been analysed all the way through 
to perpetual check or drawn endgames, bur 
that is the reality of modern chess, especially 
in sharp, forcing opening variations. I�rom the 
theoretical standpoint though, such outcomes 
can be considered satisfactory for us, and the 
onus is on White ro find a new way ro fight for 
an advantage. 



Poisoned Pawn � ,�,�! 
� 1�:�1f�,1�?kf��i62 
1 ?;si ��8 ;W; ,11,, �ii l:{ 

a b c d c f g h 

12.h4! 

Variation Index 
1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.tlic3 ib4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 tlie7 7.'\Wg4 cxd4 8.1Wxg7 

B:g8 9.1Wxh7 '\Wc7 10.tlie2 dxc3 1 1 .f4 tlibc6 1 2.h4! id7 13.h5 0-0-0 14.1Wd3 

A) 1 5 .h6 
B) 1 5.1Wxc3 
C) 1 5.B:b l !  

A) afrcr 1 7  . .  1Ji.c3 

a b c d c f g h  
l 7 . . .  li'lxc3!N 

8 

6 

2 

14  . . .  tli fS?! 

B) a fter l 6.1/Hc4 

1 M· ,�;; � .�L ��'.f l:{ 
a b c d c f g h 

1 6  . . .  fo! 

C) after 1 5 . . .  d4 

149 
149 
1 50 

a b c d c f g h 
16.i:Xg l !  
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1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d 5  3.ctJc3 ,lj/,b4 4.e5 c 5  5.a3 
�xc3t 6.bxc3 ctJe7 7.Wg4 cxd4 8.Wxg7 
gg8 9.Wxh7 We? 1 0.ctJe2 dxc3 l 1 . f4 ctJbc6 
12.h4! 

I consider this move the u l t imate mai n l i ne  
of the  Winawer Po isoned Pawn.  At  the  t ime 
of wri t ing i t  has  on ly occu rred i n  around fifty 
games, compared wi th over a thousand for 
1 2 .Wd3 . However, a statist ical score of  more 
than 70% for Wh i te serves as a strong h i nt 
that Black wi l l  have to tread carefu l ly. 

I fi rst  faced th is  move during the 20 1 2  
Olympiad i n  Istanbu l ,  when GM M laden 
Palac of Croat ia deployed it aga inst  me. I fai led 
to find the opt imal set-up and was soundly 
defeated . After the event  I conducted a deep 
investigation of the whole variat ion ,  bur for 
a long t ime I was unable to find any clear­
cut solut ion for Black. I kept an eye on the 
latest games, especia l ly correspondence games 
wh ich contai ned some extremely deep ideas. 
Eventual ly, by combi n i ng the ideas from those 
games with my own analyt ical work, I was able 
to make some sense of the chaos. 

111e theory of the l 2 .h4 !  var iat ion i s  st i l l  i n  
i ts i nfancy, which i ncreases the l i kel i hood o f  
ex ist ing evaluat ions bei ng overturned. For th is  
reason ,  I have elected to cover a few d ifferent 

approaches for Black, to enable the reader to 
understand the terra in .  

1 2  .. . .  Jkd? 
Develop ing the bishop looks natural , and 

has been the most popular choice so far. We 
wi l l  investigate i t  br iefly i n  the present chapter, 
before moving on to what I consider Black's 
two most important  tries. 

l 2 . . .  b6!?  is a s ign i ficant a l ternative which can 
be found in Chapter 1 2 . 

l 2 . . .  d4! is my main reco mmendation ;  see 
Chapter 1 3  for deta i l s .  

1 3.h5 0-0-0 14.Wd3 
J 4 .h6? a l lows I 4 . . . 8:g6!N when the queen is 

in trouble .  

"The text move transposes to a pos i t ion that 
has often been reached via the move order 
I 0 . . .  4J bc6 ( i nstead of my recommended 
l 0 . . .  dxc3) l J . f4 .lkd7 l 2.\¥/d3 dxc3 1 3 .h4 
( 1 3 .ctJxc3 is  a lso cri t ica l )  LL0-0-0 1 4 . h 5 .  

8 m*. ·· �� Ri.m 7 •t�.i.� i -6 , "•il•"•. �. s R  H i � Rb  
4 R R �  U 3 � �r�l�r· z-� /. . . . .  z /. . . . .  z � � 
2 % . .  %RAR�f'�R 

p� � �jL- :S: 
a b c d e f g h 

l 4 . . . ltJf5?! 
Black's best move i s  1 4  . . .  d4 ! ,  which wi l l  be 

considered later under the move order l 2 . . .  d4! 
l 3 . h 5  .�d7 l 4 .Wd3 0-0-0 - see Chapter 1 3  
begi n n ing on page 1 68 .  
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The text move has been Black's most popular 
choice, bur  i t  favours White,  and I wil l  p rovide 
a few variations to show why this is the case. 
The fol lowing material is not strictly relevant 
to our  reperto i re for Black, bur is inc luded as 
usefu l  background information ,  especial ly i f  
you also happen t o  play t h e  whi te s ide of these 
pos i t ions.  

Whi te can now choose between A) 1 5.h6, 
B) 1 5 .\Wxc3 and final ly the most accurate 
C) 1 5.£i'.b l ! .  

A) 1 5 .h6 

'!h is was Leko's cho ice, but i t  should be fine 
for Black. 

1 5  .. . £i'.g6 16.h? £i'.h8 17 .. �e3 
Here Black has a s imple i m p rovement 

which was mentioned by Kritz in ChessBase 
Magazine. 

1 8.Wxe3 £i'.g7 19 .\Wd3 
Otherwise Black picks up the h7-pawn with 

a good pos i t ion .  

1 9  . . .  \WaS! 
G uard i ng c3.  Black has at least equal chances. 

B) 1 5.\Wxc3 

8 m•�:i m i: �  
1 m*�'�f ,.�� 6 v,,,�iTr. 
5 m m • -�'il-m b 

� m w� m 4 � �, ,�.,,.� 3 �� � m m 
2 m b m�m b m  
�� � �t�-� 

a b c d e f g h 

Objectively this may give Wh i te chances 
for an advan tage, but  it also offers B lack good 
p rospects for  counterplay. 

1 5  . . .  d4! 
1 5  . . .  'it>b8 ! 6 .£i'.b L�.c8 1 7  .. �d2 d4 1 8 .\Wc4 b6 

I 9.a4t Shyam - Sengupta, Aurangabad 20 1 1 . 

1 6.\Wc4 
I 6.\Wd3 lll a5 !=  in tending . . . . \1la4 is fi ne for  

B lack. 

16  . . . f6! 
Nisipeanu played this against  Volokit in 

i n  20 1 2 , but  unfortunately the p layers 
immed iately agreed a draw. Black is ready to 
give up another pawn in order to open the 
cen tre and exp lo i t  his lead in  development .  

17.exf6 e5 
Wh i te has a s ignifican t material advantage, 

and with computer accuracy he may stand 
better. However, in  a game between humans 
the s i tuat ion could be evaluated as h ighly 
unclear, wi th i nte rest ing counterplay for Black. 
One game cont inued: 
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1 8.Elbl l2Jd6 19.Wb3 e4 
With a sharp pos i t ion and mutual chances, 

Sil in - Anderso n ,  corr. 20 1 2 . ( 1 9  . . . Ei:ge8 ! ?N 
cou ld a l so  be considered .)  

C) 1 5 .Ei:b l !  

Apart from improvi ng the rook i n  a 
genera l sense,  th is  move has the specific 
purpose of  prepar ing Elg l fol lowed by g2-
g4 . If Wh ite tried 1 5 .Elgl  i m med iately then 
l 5 . . .  Wb6! wou ld take the st i ng out of that 
plan .  

1 5  . . .  d4 
Watso n mentions l 5 . . .  @b8 1 6 .�fxd Ei:g4 

1 7  . . �,d2 which is  favourable for Wh i te .  

I 5 . . .  l2Ja5? !  
ll1e idea of th is move i s  to put the queen 
o n  c5 to contro l the g I -sq uare ,  but  i t  does 
not  work. 

1 6 .Ei:g l ! l2Jc4 
l 6 . . .  Ei:g4 is only a tempo rary so lut ion ,  and 
after l 7 .g3 fol lowed by .\llh3 Wh ite is clearly 
better. 

1 7 .g4 Wc5 1 8 .Wxd a5N 
Prevent ing 1J,.Jb4 i s  Black's o n ly try. 
1 8  . . .  l2J h4? l 9 .Elg3 ! b6 20.%%4 Wc7 2 l .i�e7 
led to a stra igh tforward win for Wh i te i n  
Edouard - Zhukova, A ix-les-Bains 20 1 1 .  

1 8  . . .  l2J h6?  1 9 .g5 l2J f5 20 . . \llh3+- gives Whi te 
an overwhel m i ng pos i t ion ,  as poi nted out  by 
Edouard .  

a b c d e f g h 
1 9 .Wb3! ?  .�,c6 

Edouard also men t ions the l i nes I 9 . . .  b6 
20.gxf5 �xg l 2 1 .llJxg l  \1'.Vxg l 22.Wh3± and 
I 9 . . .  b5  20 .a4 l2Jd4 2 I .l2Jxd4 Wxd4 22.Ei:g3 
b4 23 .h6± .  

20.gxf5 :gxg l 2 1.llJ xg l Wxg l 22 . fxe6 fxe6 
23.Vlih3± 

Analysis by Edouard . 

s -��:I R:i:R 
1 � i �.i.R i R 6 R�R iR R s U  R ��R 8 4 U w � n  3 � �-iV�t· . %m � /, /,  /, , , , , /,  � � 
2 U 8 UtZJU 8 R  
1 UM� �!UM 

a b c d e f g h 

1 6.Ei:gl ! 
Wh ite i ntends  to force through g2-g4.  

Black's on ly chance to compl i cate the game i s  
with a centra l  break, but analysis shows that 
Whi te comes out on top. 

16  . . .  Ei:g4 
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'll1e computer  i n i tia l ly rates this as equal, but 
after a few moves Whi te's advantage becomes 
evident .  

1 6  . . .  f6 is also i nsufficient: 1 7 .g4 fxe5 ( l 7 . . .  lll h6 
1 8 .exf6 gxg4 1 9 .gxg4 lll xg4 20.lll xd4 l2Jxd4 
2 1 .\Wxd4±)  1 8 .gxf5 gxg l 1 9 .tll xg l exf5 
20 .fxe5 geS 

17.g3 f6!?  
l 7 . . .  Wb8 l 8 .il.h3 sees Whi te's p lan 

proceed ing smoothly. 

1 8.il,h3 Elgg8 1 9.g4 lllh4 
Kuipers - Ratsma, Vlissingen 20 1 3 . Here 

Whi te should have played : 

a b c d e f g h 

20.exf6N 
After this  move Black may get some practical 

swindl ing chances , bur with accurate play 
Wh i te is s imply winn ing. 

20 . . .  eS 2 1 .  Wf2! 
'Il1e king should walk away from the e-tile as 

well as poten tial forks on f3 . 

2 1 .  .. 'lt>b8 22.\We4 il.e6 23.gb5! Skc4 
23 . . .  a6 is met by 24.gcS+- or 24.gxe5+-. 

24.gxeS+-
Black's counterplay has ended, and Whi te's 

king is secure beh ind the mass ive wall of 
passed pawns. (24.lll xc3! also works although 
a human player would most l i kely find i t more 
compl icated . )  

Conclusion 
In this short chapter we got acquainted with 
the l 2 .h4!  variation ,  which I consider the most 
cri tical of  al l  Whi te's tr ies aga inst  the Poisoned 
Pawn . Black's most obvious reply is to develop 
and castle with 1 2  . . .  s1l,d7 1 3 . h S  0-0-0 . After 
the standard 1 4 .iV d3,  Black has a couple of 
options.  

-rhe best move is l 4 . . . d4! ,  transpos ing to 

the l 2 . . .  d4! variat ion as considered later 1 11 
Chapter 1 3 . 

I n  this chapter I analysed the inferior 
1 4  . . .  lll fS ? ! ,  mainly to show some of the typical 
problems that Black should avoid .  Nei ther 
l 5 .h6 nor l 5 .\Wxc3 represents a serious 
challenge , but 1 5 .gb l ! is a d ifferent  matter. 

After that brief in t roduction to the l 2 .h4 !  
variat ion,  the  remainder of  the  Poisoned Pawn 
section of the book wil l  focus on Black's two 
most promis ing paths : l 2 . . .  b6!?  and l 2 . . .  d4 ! .  



Poisoned Pawn 
a b c d c f g h  

12 . . .  h6!? 

Variation Index 
I .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.ttJc3 ih4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 tlJ e7 7.�g4 cxd4 

8.�xg7 ggs 9.�xh7 �c7 10.ttJe2 dxc3 1 I . f4 ttJbc6 12.h4! 

A) 1 3.h5N ia6! 
Al)  14.ie3? 
A2) 14.h6 

B) 13 .gh3!? 
C) 1 3.ttJxc3! 

Cl )  1 3  . . .  ttJxeS 
C2) 1 3  . . .  ttJ d4 

C2 1 )  14.gh3N 
C22) 14.ih2 

A2) afrcr I 7 . .  J-\h8 

a h c d c f g h 

I 8 J\a2 ! !  

12 .. . b6!? 

B) a fter I 5 . . .  b5 

a h c d c f g h 

1 6 . hG ! ?N 

C22) a fter 1 5  . . . . §1.d ?  

1 53 
1 53 
1 54 
1 57 
1 60 
1 60 
1 63 
1 63 
1 64 

a b c d c f g h  

1 6 .g4 ! N  
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l .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.l2k3 .\li,b4 4.eS cS  5 .a3 
]/.xc3t 6.bxc3 CiJe7 7.Wg4 cxd4 8.Wxg7 
1!g8 9.Wxh7 We? 10 .CiJe2 dxc3 l 1 .f4 CiJbc6 
12.h4! b6!? 

With this move Black plans to put h is 
bishop on eirher b7 or  a6. We have seen in  
several of  rhe  earl ier chapters char ,  a s  a general 
rule, this method of development should be 
favoured when Black has rime frx ir .  I would 
l ike to make i r  clear chat l 2 . . . b6 is not my 
pr imary recommendation aga inst  l 2 .h4 ! , but 
after consult ing with my ed itor we decided to 
i ncl ude a large chunk of my analysis anyway, 
as i t  conta ins many i ns rrucrive poinrs and 
theoretical improvements. 

When I was making a substantia l  dFon ro 
repa i r  the l 2.h4! l ine for Black after my defeat 
ro Palac in rhe 20 1 2  Olympiad, 1 2  . . .  b6 was 
rhe move I put my rrusr i n to .  Ar rhat time it 
seemed ro me that borh l 2 . . .  il.d7 and l 2 . . .  d4 
were insufficient ro reach equal i ty. Now my 
op in ion has changed, and I would l ike ro 
presenr l 2 . . .  b6 as an i nreresr ing s idel ine that 
might serve as a secondary reperto i re choice. 
I should also mention chat l 2 . . .  b6 has been 
analysed by Watson in the fourrh edi t ion of 
Play the French, and that Vit iugov played 
ic successfu l ly in June 20 1 3 . However, on 
closer i nspect ion I found neither the ana lysis 

of Watson nor the game of Vit i ugov to be 
enti rely sufficien t for Black. Nevertheless, i t  is 
sci l l  worth studying this l i ne, i f  only ro open 
your eyes ro rhe range of tactical poss ib i l i t ies 
avai lable co both s ides. Besides, practical 
test ing remains extremely l im i ted, so perhaps 
you can bui ld upon my analysis ro find an 
improvement for Black somewhere. 

We wi l l  consider three options:  A) 1 3.hSN, 
B) 13.:§h3!? and C) 1 3.CiJxc3! . 

1 3 .\Wd3 d4 transposes to variar ion B of 
Chapter 8 on page 97. 

A) 13.hSN 

Th is move has not been tested , for  good 
reason .  Now B lack wi l l  have t ime ro ach ieve 
the desi red set-up on the queens icle without 
suffrring any repercussions .  

13  . . .  il.a6! 
h·om here I have analysed the weak Al)  

14  . .  '!ll.e3? for i l lustra t ive purposes, fol lowed by 
the more sensible A2) 14.h6. 

Al) l 4.il,e3? 

I n i t ia l ly this is the computer's second choice, 
but ir runs in to a s r rong coun ter. 
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14  • • .  d4! 
Sacrific ing a pawn to open the game before 

Whi te can establ ish a b lockade on d4.  

I 5.lt:'ixd4 
I 5 .. \kf2 0-0-0 l 6.'Wxf7 ( I  6 .'We4 d3 I 7.cxd3 

.\¥,xd.'.3 1 8 .iVa4 1 9 .E.\c l lt:'i d 5+) 1 6  . . .  iWd?t 
Black has a powerfu l i n i t iat ive and great 
attack ing chances agai nst Wh i te's k i ng.  

15 . . •  .lkxfl 16.:§'.xfl lt:'ixd4 17 . .  �.xd4 0-0-0 
18.�e4 

1 9.°Wa8t 
1 9 .E.\d 1 0Jc6-+ 

19  . . .  'it?d7 20.Vt!f3 
20 .'Wxa?t 'iiie8-+ 

20 • • .  'it?e8 2 1 .�J2 
2 I .. °ile3 ltJ f5-+ 

2 1 ..\¥,g I ltJ f5 22 .E.\d I E.\xd I "j" 23. 'it?xd I Ei:g3 
24 .�e2 

21 .. .Ei:d2 22.h6 
22.Ei:d I Ei:xg2!-+ 

22 .g3 ll'id 5-+ Black is  dominat ing the pos i t ion 
and has a l ready a decis ive advan tage. 

22 . . •  E:xg2! 23.h7 E:h2-+ 
Wh i te has avoided being checkmated , bur 

Black i s  about to win a pawn wh i le keep ing a 
dom inant pos i t io n .  

A2) 14.h6 

a b c d e f g h 

Note that both here and in  s im i la r  posi t ions ,  
the arrival of the pawn on  h6 creates the dead ly 
th reat of iWxg81" fol lowed by h6-h7. In this 
case, B lack has an easy way to avo id i t .  

14 . . .  0-0-0! 1 5.'Wxf7 E:g6! 
This  smart move not on ly  protects the e6-

pawn , bur  a lso th reatens to trap Wh i te's queen 
with . . .  E:h8 fol lowed by . . .  lt:'id8 .  

16.a4! 
Prepar ing  .\lt,a3 is the on ly  good way to save 

the queen .  Such a defence would be almost 
i m poss ib le  to find over the board,  espec ia l ly  i n  
con junct ion wi th the amazi ng fol low-up rwo 
moves l ater. 

I G .El'.h3?  E.\h8 1 7 . f5 ( 1 7 .Ei:xc3 !c4 1 8 . f5 ll'i xe5 
transposes) I 7 . . .  CLl xe5 1 8 .Ei:xd :�.c4 1 9  . .lkf4 
( 1 9 . fxgG ll'ixf7 20.gxf7 lt:'ig6+) 1 9  . . .  lt:'ixf7 
20 . .  �,xc7 lt:'ixf5+ 
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1 6  .. �d? @b 7 1 7  . h7?  ( 1 7  .4Jd4 is the lesser evi l ,  
but  after l 7 . . .  4J xd4 l 8 .Jll.xd4 Jll,xfl 1 9 .Elxfl 
8xh6+ intending . . .  8d7 Black is clearly better 
due to his p iece activ i ty and safer k ing.)  
I 7 . . . 8h8 I 8 . f5 ! ?  Otherwise . . .  4Jd8 traps the 
queen. The text move looks l i ke an i n terest ing 
way to compl icate the game, but Black can 
obtain a decis ive advantage: 

a b c d e f g h 

I 8 . . .  4J xe5 !  l 9 . fxg6 4Jxf7 20.g7 (20.gxf7 4J f5-+) 
20 . . . 8xh7 2 I .Ei:xh7 Jll.xe2 22 .Jll,xe2 '&g3"!" 
23J�J2 '&xg2-+ Black controls the passed 
g-pawn and is about to move forward with his 
strong pawn centre. 

1 6  . . .  4Jb4 17.h7 
I 7 .4Jd4?  meets with a convincing refutation :  

17  . . .  Jll,xfl 1 8 .Ei:xfl '&c4! 19  . .  �d Ei:xg2 
20.'&xeG"!" <i>b8 2 1 .Elc I 4Jec6 ! 22.'&h3 

24 . . .  d4-+ Despi te being a fu l l  rook up, Wh i te 
is defenceless. 

17  . . .  8h8 

8 � •• � � �� 
7 m�: n,�, ,,�. ' 6 t��-?ifi 
5 � � · � � mf"//� ��/, . %�}'% �� 4 � ,� m w� m 
3 � � , , ;- �� . . %� � 

�W'J- . .  % � m 2 ! ��-��j• �� � ��.�M 
a b c d e f g h 

1 8.8a2!! 
An amazing defensive resource. Only this 

computer-accurate defence enables White to 
hold the balance. 

1 8 .@d 1 ?  .YJ.xe2 -f l 9 . . �xe2 '&c5-+ 
I 8 .Ei:a3 4J xc2"!" 1 9 .<i>d 1 Jll.xe2i" 20 .Jll,xe2 

(20.<i>1䰀
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2 0 .  )�fl ! t/Jxa2 2 1 . f5 !  A Houd i n i- l i ke escape, i n  
every sense. 2 l . . . cxf5 (2 1 . . .  t/Jxc I 22 .�a6"!" �d8  
23 . fxg6 \Wd4 24 .g7 Wd I "!" 2 5 .�f2 Wd4t=)  
22  . .  �g5 ! gxg5 23.Wf6 �b7 24.VSxh 8  We3 
2 5 .Wf6 We i -1- 26.�f2 VSf4t 27Jkf3 \Wdl"I= 

a b c d e f g h 

19.g4! 
Once again th is  is the only way through the 

m inefield .  
1 9..\ka.3 ?  Wc4 20 .mf2 iVc5t 2 1 .mf3 .�.b7 

22 . . �,xb4 \�Vxb4 23_gh3 (23 .mf2 il.a6 24.gh3 
Wc5t 25 .gc3 1'1'.h6 26 .f5 1'1'.8xh7 27. fxc6"!" 
't1?c7-+ and Black crashes through . )  23 . .  .\�Vc5 
24.t/Jd4 Wfxd4 25 Jkd3 

I 9 .mf2?  West 2 0 -c1kc3 d4 2 uhd4 
2 1 .t/Jxd4 Wd5-+ 

2 1  . . .  Wd5 

22 . f5 
The best try, bur i t  is not qu i te good enough. 

22 . . .  �xc2! 23 . fxg6 .�xfl 
23 . . .  Wfxd4t is also good,  but less conv inc ing. 

24.Wf3 
24.�xfl iVxa2-+ 

f{i?m � �: ;-�� 8 �� � � §?� 7 � y;�·�/ ,,-�y fl� �ji & �.dii A � 6 ;:.-..;; � - ;� O �  s � �i¥r� � 
4 -�� "" 0?��if %� /� 0 . ? .) . :�ffi � 3 ;ff:@ � �if� �;W L? ;r;rg � 
2 :S: � t!J �  � t!J �  
1 �y B � A � Fr  ::Mi fr� :0./'i;i ..L ;,� .§ 

a b c d e f g h 
24 . . . :8'.f8! !  2 5 .g7 

25 .Wxf8? al lows 25 . . .  \Wxg2t followed by 
mate next move. 
25 . h8=W gxf3"!" 26 .gxf3 Wxd4t 27.mxfl 
\Wc4 ·j· followed by . . . Wxa2 is w inn ing for 
Black, i n  v iew of  the upcoming passed 
c-pawn comb ined with the ongo i ng attack 
aga inst  Whi te's vulnerable k i ng . 

25  . . .  gxf3t  26.gxf3 Wxd4t 27.mxfl t/Jbd5 
28 .g8=\W t/J xg8 29 . hxg8=W t/Jc3·1 30 .mf2 
\Wdl "I 3 J .�g 1 1>�c i -r 32 .�h2 Wfl"I 33.�h3 
WxfH 34.mh2 t/Jg4t _') 5 .Wxg4 Wxg4-+ 

Material i s  close to equal , bur Wh i te's poor 
p iece coord inat ion means his  two rooks arc no 
match for the b lack queen . 



Chaprer 1 2  - l 2 . . .  b6!? 1 57 

8 m •� m �� 7 -��=�1•6' ,, _ , , _ ,,  ,, . . . .  ,, %>. . . . . .  m 6 .tm m 1. m i: m 
s m � 1. w� m 
4 !(�· '•'• 3 • .-�, ,--

�WF£ ,, , �  � m 
2 �m 8 mLZJm m 

� �/� ?'�-�� • � m � ��m� 
a b c d e f g h 

19  . . .  Wc4 20.fS Wxa2 
20 . . .  exf5 2 l .gxf5 �g2 22 .ctJd4!  CL:id3t 

(22 . . .  Wxd4? would give Whi re the  upper 
hand following 23 .ixg2 Wxe5t 24 .'itif2 
CL:ixa2 25  . .ffi.g5;!:) 23 .ixd3 Wxd4 24 .WeGt 'itie8 
25 .il.xaG Wf2t 26 .Wd l Wf3t= Black has no 
more than perpetual check. 

21 .f6!? 
2 1 .fxg6 Wxc2 22 .WxeGt 'tt>xe6 23 .CL:id4t 

Wxe5 24 .CL:ixc2 ctJ xc2t 2 5 .'tt>d I .ltxfl 26 .g7 
1'hh7 27.�xh7 CL:id4 is another route rn a 
probable draw. 

2 1 . . .CL:ibc6 22.fxe7 CL:ixe7 23.CL:if4! Wxc2 
24.ixa6 Wxcl t 25.'tt>f2 Wxhl 26 .. �.bSt 'tt>d8 
27.ctJxg6 Wxh7 28.CL:ixh8 Wxh8 29.Wxe6 

29 . . .  Vt/h2t 30.'itif3 Wh l t 3 1 .Wf4 We4t 
32.Wg3 We3t= 

The game ends i n  perpernal check. 'fo sum 
up, after 1 3 .h5  White can narrowly survive, 
bur Black has excel lent practical attacking 
chances and can choose between several routes 
leading rn a draw with correct play. 

B) 1 3.�h3!? 

s l�A,B�Pi• 
: z•,•J?w?�I 
s m m · �  m 
4 m m � �� 3 �� - - � � /, , , Z  /. , , , , /.  � � 
2 m 8 mLZJm 8 m  �� � ��-

a b c d e f g h 

Th is move was first  p roposed by Edouard 
when annotat ing h is 20 1 1  game against 
Zhukova, as referenced in the notes m 

variat ion C of the previous chapter. Although 
i t  has scored wel l  for White ,  I bel ieve it is nor  
the most cr i t ical . 

1 3  . . .. �.a6! 
13 . . .  d4!?  

'Jh is move leads to wi ld complications.  I 
produced some fascinat ing analysis rhar 
could fill several pages, bur  s ince rhe main 
move is rhe one I u l t imately found more 
convincing, I wi l l  merely offer a brief 
summary of the alternative, showing rhe 
general  d i rection of the ensuing battle. 

1 4 .�g3 ! 
' 

1 4 .CL:ig3N and 1 4 . a4 are both playable, bur  
the text move is crit ical ,  and has ach ieved a 
perfect score for White in fc>ur games on my 
database. 



1 58 Poisoned Pawn 

l 4 . . .  E!f8! 
"ll1e on ly  move. 

l 5 . a4! 
Edouard evaluated this pos i t ion as better for 
Wh i te, and the computer agrees. However, a 
deeper analys i s  reveals that Black has plenty 
of resources to ach ieve cou nterplay, both in 
tactical and pos i t ional  terms. 

l 5 . . .  �b7 
The active and seemingly logical l 5 . . .  �.a6 
is s l ightly i nferior for Black fol lowing: 
l 6 .. \!l,a3 0-0-0 1 7  .E!d I !  d3 1 8 .E!dxd3! .\!l,xd3 
1 9 .E!xd3:t 

l 6 .. \!l,a3 0-0-0 1 7.E!d 1 ! 
The cr i t ical conti nuat ion .  
After 1 7 . h 5  \Wd7! Black overp rotects the 
pawn on e6, i nt end ing to go for . . .  :gh8 .  

However, I eventual ly concluded that  1 3  . . .  �a6! 
was the more convinc ing route to equal i ty, as 
Black rakes fewer r isks wh i le s t i l l  obta i n i ng 
dynamic counrerattack ing poss ib i l i t ies .  

l 4.E!xc3 �c4 
Warson gives 1 4  . . .  E!cSN when 1 5 .llld4 ,\!l,xfl 

1 6 .�xfl lll xd4! 1 7 .E!xc7 E!xc7= is absolutely 
fine for Black, whose activity ful ly compensates 
for the sacri ficed queen . 

However, Whi te can pose more problems 
with 1 5 .lll g3! threaten i ng  to invade on h5 and 
f6 . Black can try to obta in  cou nterplay with 
1 5  . . .  E!xg3 ! ?  ( 1 5  . . . . \!l,xfl 1 6.ct?xfl !±) l 6 .E!xg3 
.�xfl 1 7 .'if-?xfl lll f5 , but after 1 8 .%=lh3!  lllce7 
1 9 .\Wh 5 !  ®xc2 20.®e2± Whi te is better. 

1 4  . . . . �xe2! ?N 
'Th is i n terest ing move was mentioned to me 
by Sandro Mareco. 

1 5 .. �,xe2 E!xg2 
From a p ractical poi n t  of view, it could be 
argued that Wh i te has the more d ifficu l t  
task due  to  the lack of shelter fo r h i s  k i ng. 
However, strictly speak ing Black falls short 
of equal i ty. 

a b c d e f g h 

1 6 . ct?fl ! 
I also considered 1 6  .. \!l,h5  and l 6 .. \!l,b5 ! ? ,  but 
found that Black was doing fine in  both 
cases. 

l 6 . . .  E!g8 l 7.a4! 0-0-0 1 8 .�,a3 �b8 
1 8  . . .  ct?b7? l 9 .a5  lll f5 20.axb6 axb6 2 l .�a6"!" ! 
ct?b8 22.�b5 puts Black i n  trouble .  
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l 9 .Wxf7 d4 20.8:h3:t 
'Il1e posit ion remains compl icated, but 

Whi te's chances are higher. 

1 5.hS 
1 5 . a4 is wel l  met by 1 5  . . .  1Ll xe5 !  1 6 . fxe5 

Wxe5 threatening . . .  8:h8 to trap White's 
queen. l 7 .8:xc4 ( l  7.�f4 \Wf() l 8 . . \li,g5 \We5 
l 9.i?.f4= forces a repet i t ion . )  l 7 . . .  dxc4 l 8 . c3 
8:h8 1 9 .®b l 11xh4 20.Wb5 "! Wxb5 2 1 .axb5 

a b c d e f g h 
2 l . . . 8:h5 22 .1Lld4 1Ll f5 23 .1Llxf5 8:xf5 24 .. s#.xc4 
�k8 25 .8:a4 a6! 26 . .  \l!.d3 8:d5 27.@d2 8:cd8 
28 .8:d4 axb5 29 .8:xd5 8:xd5=  A draw was soon 
agreed i n  Fenwick - Bell , corr. 20 1 2 . 

1 5  . . .  b5 
This  move has proved i ts rel iabi l i ty in  a 

correspondence game. However, it is not the 
only playable option .  

1 5  . . . 0-0-0! ?N  is an i nterest ing alternative: 
l 6.\Wxf7 \Wd7 l 7.h6 8:h8 Black is two pawns 
down, but White is s t i l l  undeveloped and 
lacks coordination among h is pieces . 'Il1e 
conti nuation might be: 

a b c d e f g h 
l 8 . a4 ( l  8 . h7 8:df8 l 9 .Wg7 Wfe8 20.g4 
gf7 2 1 .®h6 Wd7 22.11h3 d4� intending 
. . .  1Lld5 . ) l 8 . . . 11xh6 l 9 . f5 8:hh8 20 .®xe6 llixf5 
2 1 .\Wxd?t @xd7� Whi te has managed to force 
a queen exchange , bur Black has regai ned one 
pawn while keep ing some in i tiative. 

8 J�, ,--,��1· : �.�-�'�I 
5 m 1. m 1. �� U 8 
4 n.tu u�m 

;;:r00 ;'. " " ",/Is� � 3 [� �� � � 
2 U 8 ml2JU 8 U  
�� � =�-

a b c d e f g h 

16.h6!?N 
Th is seems l ike the cri tical attempt,  

advancing the pawn and threatening Wxg8'l" . 

The aforementioned game continued: 1 6 .11g3 
@d7 l 7.8:xg8 8:xg8 1 8  . .\li.e3 1Ll f5 l 9 .®xg8 
l2J xe3 20.Wxf7-t Ill e? 2 1 .hG  Wc5 22 .h7 1Ll xc2'!" 
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23.'if?d 1 ctJ e3"t \/2-\/2 Kraft - Volovic i ,  corr. 
20 1 2 . 

1 6  . . .  0-0-0 17.'\Wxf7 gg6! 
We have a l ready encoun tered the same idea 

i n  the earl ier variat ion A2. The ma in  threat 
is to trap the queen with . . . ghS fo l lowed by 
. . .  ctJdS .  In this part icu lar  pos i t ion ,  Black has 
the add it ional  plan of s imply capturi ng the h6-
pawn.  

1 8.gg3 
Nei ther l 8 .�e3 gxh6 nor 1 8 . a4 b4 l 9 .gg3 

�xh6 cause any problems for Black. 

22 ... g8g7 23.'We8 gg8= 
Ambitious players could look for some way 

to p lay on for Black, al though th i s  would 
enta i l  an c lement of r i sk ,  and objectively 
Wh i te would have chances to cla im a s l igh t  
advantage. 

C) 13.ctJxc3! 

'Il1 is may seem l i ke a surpris i ng choice, as 
the knight appears to be tact ica l ly vul nerable. 
On the plus side, however, Whi te captures a 
pawn and threatens ctJ b 5 ,  wh i l e  p revent ing the 
enemy bishop from coming to a6.  Ul t imately 
the verd ict boils down to hard analys is ,  and i n  
th is  regard I have not  been able to make B lade's 
posi t ion work i n  the way I wanted . I wi l l  
present  my ana lys is of  both Cl)  13  . . .  ctJxe5 
and C2) 13 . . .  l2Jd4. 

l 3 . . .  a6 prevents the annoying kn ight j ump 
to  b5 ,  but i s  rather s low. After 1 4 .�b2 ctJa5  
1 5 . 0-0-0 ctJc4 1 6 .gh3 �,b7 1 7 .ctJe2 White i s  
clearly better. 

Cl )  13  . . .  ctJxe5 

Wi nn ing  back the pawn is the fi rst  idea to 
consider. In the ana lysis  that fol lows, the 
general p icture is  that B lack comes close to 

equal i ty i n  several l i nes, but Whi te a lways 
keeps a s l ight i n i t iative. 

14.l2Jb5 i¥fb8 1 5.�d2!?N 
I t  i s  worth mention briefly that neither 

1 5 .�,e2 ctJ g4 nor 1 5 .fxe5 'Wxe5 "!" 1 6 . r;t>d l 'Wxa l 
( 1 6  . . .  a6=) 1 7 .<ilcl"I" ii>dS 1 8 .ctJxaS e5� pose 
any problems for B lack. 
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l 5 . h 5  is a serious candidate which was rested 
in  rwo correspondence games in 20 1 2 . Black 
managed to draw both games, bur  i t  was far 
from an easy walk in ei ther of them: l 5 . . .  �d7 
( 1 5  . . .  a6 1 6 .lZlcl4 \Wd6 1 7 .lZle2 l2Jg4 1 8 .h6 11ff8 
l 9 .W'd3t was seen in  Quattrocchi  - Moncher, 
corr. 20 1 2 . )  1 6 . a4 a6 l 7 .lZlc3 \Wc7 1 8 . l2Je2 
lZl 5c6 l 9 .h6;t Jemec - Liebert, corr. 20 1 2 . 

'The text move is a new idea I analysed . I t  is 
hard to say if i t  is a genu ine improvement over 
l 5 . h 5 ,  but i t  is certai n ly  another way of pos ing 
problems to Black. 

1 5  . . .  lZl d7 l 6 . h 5  a6 1 7 . lZl d4 CZl f6 transposes to 
rhe main l ine  below. 

I 5 . . .  lZl c4? !  i 6.�xc4 dxc4 l 7 .h5 !  gxg2 
1 8 .0-0-0 �d7 l 9.\Wh8 "!" �g8 20 .W'b2 .lllc6 
2 1 .m14± 

l . . . lZl 5c6! ?  i 6.h5 e5 
l 6 . . .  a6 l 7 .lZlc3 f5 l 8 . h3t 
"01e text move looks l ike a good attempt to 

fight for rhe in i t iative, but  White has some 
powerful tact ical resources. 

l 7 .c4 !  d4 
1 7  . . .  exf4 l 8 .cxd5 W'e5"1 1 9 .11ff2 W'xa l 
20 .dxc6t 

l 8 .1¥fh6! �e6 
1 8  . . .  11fd7 I 9 .\Wf6 a6 20 .lZl c3 dxc3 2 I . .ll!.xc3± 

l 9 .ill.d3 a6 20 . f5 !  axb5  2 I . fxe6 f5 22 .0-0 e4 
23 .i:J.f4 \Wb7 24 .. ll!.xe4 ! fxe4 2 5 .\Wh7 bxc4 

a b c d e f g h 
26 . .ll!.c7! lZle5 !  27 .. lllxe5 0-0-0 28 .l'&f4 e3 
29 .l':!a2 lZl d 5  30 .\Wc2 b5 3 l .gxd4± 

The crazy tactics have subs ided and Whire 
remains on top. 

17.lZld4 lZlf6 
l 7 . . . e 5 ? ?  l 8 . lZl c6+-

1 8.l.Wd3 lZle4 
Black can rry the immediate central push:  
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1 8  . . .  eS l 9 .'Ll f3 !  
l 9 .'Lle2 .�JS Black is  wel l developed and  has 
a powerfu l i n i t iat ive. Wh i te's passed h-pawn 
can now also eas i ly  be blocked by . . . . �h7 if 
necessary. 

1 9  . . .  e4 
1 9  . . . . �JS 20 .W/c3 d4 2 1 .Wib3t 

s i. �J..B•B i. B  
� %1» :� & �� 7 �  � ,� .. � W#/:0''.l'"/ -;:,�» . . . .  > , ,,,/ .0::;;,;: 6 · �� � � � 5 •" "•"ta' •·r; 

4 � � · � �· :if� � L%. ,:;ffd. 
3 �  -W�QJ� 
2 ,  .,B,l�"$»•t� 

( "' �%/ ;-,;:;,;;; :;;:;}:;,;:; 1 pm � �j,,� M  
a b c d e f g h 

20.�fc3 Wid6 
20 . . .  exf3 is  riskier: 2 l. \Wxf6 fxg2 22..l'hg2 
8:xg2 23.h6 Ei:g6 24 .h7 8:xf6 2S . h8=Wit 'Llg8 
26.Ei:g l ! (26.ihgSt?  ©d7 27.Ei:hS W/d6+) 
26 . . .  ©d7 27.Ei:xgS Ei:e6t 28 .©d l Wfc7 29 . fS 
8:e4 30 .Ei:fS ©c6 3 1 .Ei:b 1 -t  'foe black k ing is 
far from com fortable. 

2 1 .ctJeS WfcS 
2 I . . .. \!l.e6 22.\¥fb2 is  good for Wh i te. 
Another poss ibi l i ty is :  2 1  . . .  'Ll fS 22 .h6 
Ei:hS 23.g4 e3 24 .. �,xc3 d4 2S .Wib3 'Llxc3 
26.\¥fxf7t ©ds 27.Wf gn 

a b c d e f g h 

22.'®xcS bxcS 23.Ei:b I 'Ll fS 24 .h6 c3 2S ..lkc l 

'Llg3 26 .h7 Ei:h8 27.EI:h6 EI:xh7 28 .EI:xh7 'Ll xh7 
29.§lxe3 'Llxfl 30.©xfl d4 3 1 ..lkf2± 

I am p retty sure that Black can hold th i s  
endgame; nevertheless, Wh i te can conti n ue to 
press wi thout r isk ing m uch .  

8 1.�.t.m•m 1.m 7 m m � ' m  • •  2W£"" ' ;  � 6 ' m  m'm  m s g m ' m m � 
4 m �lj)r� m 3 • :+•v• "• :+ 
2 - � � •:zrm 
I ��  m =�mM 

a b c d e f g h 

19.h6 e5 
1 9  . . .  Vflcn is  playable for Black, but  i t  i s  

hard ly the most insp i r ing way to conduct the 
pos i t ion .  

20.fxe5 '®xe5 2 1 .0-0-0 .�,f5 
2 1 . . .'Ll f2?  is too greedy, and 22.\¥fc3 'Llxd I 

(22 . . .  'Llxh I ?  23.EI:e I +-) 23 .tl?xd I is vi rtual ly 
win n i ng for White.  

22.©bl !  'Llf2 
22 . . . . \!l.h7 23 . . �,b4 a5 24.'®bSt <;f;ifs 25 .'Llc6 

'Llc3"!' 26 .. \!l,xc3 Vflxc3 27.'Ll c\4± 
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23.tiJxfS tiJxd l  
2 3  . . .  tiJ xd3? ?  24 .�xd3+-

24.tiJd6t! �f8 
24 . . . \Wxd6 25 .h? :gh8 26.\Wf3:t 

25.\Wb3 \Wxd6 26.\Wf3 
After p icking up the loose knight Whi te 

wi l l  s t i l l  be an exchange down, but  h is s trong 
bishops and passed h-pawn mean i t  is Black 
who is struggl ing to equal ize. 

26 ... Ei:g3 27.\Wxdl Ei:xa3 28.h7 Wg7 29.�h6t 
�h8 30.\Wd4t f6 3 1 .�gS Ei:f8 32.Ei:h6 tiJc6 
33.�xf6t V-Jxf6 34.\Wxf6t Ei:xf6 35.Ei:xf6 tiJeS 
36.Ei:xb6 'it>xh7 37.:gd6� 

White p icks up a pawn and can cont inue 
press ing for the win ,  although the reduced 
material offers Black good drawing chances . 

C2) 13  . . .  tiJd4 

Th is mult i  purpose move activates the knight ,  
pro tects the b5-square and opens the c-fi le for 
the black queen .  The result ing posi t ion can 
be compared with variat ion C of Chapter 7 ,  
the  only difference being the  inclus ion of the 
moves h2-h4 for  Whi te and . . .  b6 for Black. 
Unforrunatcly, the add it ion of  these moves 
s l ightly favours the f irst player. 

White has two main tries: C2 1 )  14.Ei:h3N 
and C22) 14.�b2 . We wi l l  analyse them 
both after quickly dismiss ing a couple of  weak 
alternatives : 

l 4.\Wd3 ? leaves White far too passive after 
l 4 . . .  tiJef5 when Black threatens .. . Ei:g3 and 
. . . . �a6. Here rhe inclusion of the aforementioned 
pawn moves clearly favours Black. 

After 1 4 .tiJ b 5 ?  tiJxb5 l 5 .�xb5 "f :�.d7 1 6 .�.xd.?"r 
Wxd7+ the s impl ifications clearly favour Black; 
he is  ful ly developed while White stands with 
a naked king in  the centre along with mult ip le  
weaknesses . 

C2 1 )  14.Ei:h3N 

This is the only move mentioned by Watson,  
and is the top suggest ion of my computer 
engine. 

14 . . .  \WcS 
A usefu l  move, activat ing the queen along 

the c5-g l diagonal as well as preventing the 
kn igh t jump to b5. Warson gives this move as 
inte rest ing without any fu rrher analys is .  

14 . . .  �b? gives White a pleasant choice: 
a) Warson analyses l 5 . tiJ b5 \Wxc2 1 6 .\Wd3 

\Wxd3 1 7.tiJd6"i" �d7 1 8  . . �.xd3 sl!.c6 1 9 .�e3 tiJdf5 
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20 .ctJxf5 tt:lxf5 2 l .• �,xf5 exf5 which he assesses 
as d rawn . However, afrer 22 .g3 Wh i te can 
press for a long t ime,  having a dangerous 
passed h-pawn and a better pawn structure. 
Going back a few moves , Wh i re can improve 
wi th l 9 .'1t>f2!t when there is no need to enter 
an  endgame with oppos i te-coloured bishops. 

b) l 5 .Wd3 ! ?t is another good sol ut ion ,  when 
Wh i te i s  s l ightly better. 

I 5 .a4 is coun tered by 1 5  . . .  Ei:g6! blocking 
Whire's queen and t lrns th rearen ing rhe pawn 
on  c2. I analysed th is  in some depth and 
concl uded rhat B lack is  okay, but  I wi l l  not go 
i n to deta i ls as the main l i ne is the real p roblem.  

1 5  . . .  llidf5!? 
Cutt ing off White's queen and th rearen ing 

an i nvas ion on e3.  lh is is a decent attempr to 
cause p roblems, bur u l t i mately it is i nsufficient .  

l 5 . . .  �b7 1 6 .0-0-0 favours White.  

I 5 . . .  )f? f8 is worth consider ing i n  such 
pos i t ions,  the main idea being to protect the 
rook on g8 , thus enab l i ng  B lack to activate 

the e7-knight .  Unfort unately Whi te keeps 
the upper hand afrer 1 6 .0-0-0! ( l  6.Wd3?  is 
wel l  met by l 6 . . .  �.a6!) I 6 . . .  tt:lef5 I 7.Wh 5 ±  
i n tend ing g2-g4 . 

16.llibS! 
Expos ing  the d rawback of  Black's last  move. 

16  . . .  Ei:g? 
I 6 . . .  V�xc2? a l lows I 7 .ctJd6t as rhe f5-kn ighr 

is p inned . 

17.i¥/h8t Ei:g8 1 8.Whs 
1he queen rerurns ro civi l izat ion and Wh ire 

has a clear advanrage , for i nstance: 

1 8  . . .  '\Wxc2 19.'1We2 Wxe2t 20 .. \ll,xe2± 

C22) 14  .. �,b2 

Whire i nrends to go for long castl i ng. 
I n i t ial ly  rhe computer ind icares rhar Black is 
do ing fi ne, bur a deeper i nvesrigar ion pai nts a 
more pess im ist ic p ictu re. 

14  . . .  llidf5! 
The best try. B lack cuts  off the enemy queen 

wh i l e  avo id ing tactics connected with llixd 5 .  
Here are a fe w  other moves I checked : 

l 4 . . . a6 1 5 . 0-0-0 llidf5 rransposes to l 5 . . .  a6 
i n  the notes to the main l i ne  below. 
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1 4  . . . . �.d7 gives Wh i re add it ional options 
such as: l 5 .Wd3 ! ?  (There i s  also 1 5 .0-0-0 
when l 5 . . .  C/Jdf5 transposes to the main l i ne . )  
1 5  . .  . lli c!f5 ( 1 5 . . .  C/Jef5 1 6 .E'!:h3±) 1 6 . h5  L.�g3 
l 7.Wd2± 

I 4 . . .  Wc5 1 5 . 0-0-0 �.d7 I 6 .cuxd5 !  (I 6.Wd3 
cudf5 l 7.Elh3t is also good for Whi te) 
! 6  . . .  exd5 1 7  .. lli',xd4 �fxa3 '!" 1 S  .. 'ilt.b2 1tVc5 
( 1 S  . . .  Wb4 1 9 .Elxd5±)  1 9 .Wd3± 

1 4  . . .  <J?f8 1 5 . 0-0-0 C/Jef5 I 6 .Elh3! 
I 6 .Wh5 C/J g7 ( 1 6  . .  .lWc5 1 7 .Elh3±) I 7 .Wh7 
lligf5 =  

1 6  . .  jll,d7 
1 6  . . .  �.b7 1 7 .Elxd4! CU xd4 I S .CUb5 CUxb5 
l 9 .a4 ! !+- is a beaut i fu l  variat ion.  

1 5.0-0-0 
l 5 .C/Jb5  leads to a forced draw after 

1 5  . . .  �fxc2 1 6 .cud6-j- ©ds 1 7 .C/Jxf7t ©eS 
I S .�b5t (or l S .cud6t ©dS=) I S . . .. �.d7 
l 9 .CUd6'!' ©dS 20 .CU blt <J;>eS and Wh ite musr 
give a perpetual : 2 1 .cud6t= 

1 5  . . . �,d? 
Black has ro guard against CU b 5 .  

Black also fails  t o  solve h i s  problems after: 
1 5  . . .  a6 1 6. h 5 !  .�.b7 1 7 . h6 ms 

B lack has norhing better, for instance: 
a) l 7 . . .  d4? l S .IWxgSt CU xgS l 9 .h7 ©e7 
20.lli b5 !  axb5 2 1 .hS=IW .\ke4 22 .. �.d3+-
b) l 7 . . .  ©f8 l S.E\h3 d4 l 9.g4 CUe3 20.Elxe3 
dxe3 2 l .CUe4 .\ll.xe4 22.Wxe4± 
c) 1 7  . . .  0-0-0 ! S .Wx17 ©bS ( 1 S  . . .  d4 1 9 . h7 
E\hS 20.E\h3!  ©bS 2 I .g4 CU e3 22 .Elxe3 dxe3 
23 .E\xdS"i" WxdS 24 .�d3+-) l 9 .�d3 E\gf8 
20.Wh 5 d4 2 l . llie2 .lll.xg2 22 .Elh2 .\il.d5 
23 . .  �.xf5 C/J xf5 24.cuxd4± 

l S .g4 ! ?N 
\Vhi te has  a pleasant choice. 'The tex t move 
is a ractical solut ion that works wel l .  
The fol lowing pos i t ional plan worked wel l  
i n  a co rrespondence game: l S .CU e2 CU e3 
I 9 .C/Jd4 C/J7f5 20 .�d3 C/J xc\4 2 1 .�.xd4 C/Jxd 1  
22 .©xd 1 0-0-0 23 .Wg7 Elg8 24.Wf6 E\hS 
2 5 . h7 E\cleS 26.f5 .'ill',c6 27.fxe6 fxe6 2S.�.g6 
1 -0 R. Bauer - Dorner, corr. 20 1 2 . 

1 8  . . .  d4 
l S . . .  0-0-0 l 9.gxf5 CUxf5 20 . .\li'.d3 E\hS 
2 l . . \ixf5+-

l 9.Elh3 0-0-0 20.gxf5 CUxf5 2 l .CUa4 !  .\ll.e4 
2 1 . . .E\hS 22.WxhS E\xhS 23 . .\ll.xd4 CU xcl4 
24.E\xd4 <Jibs 25 .Elc3 Wc7 26.cuxb6 Wh4 
27 .. W.xa6! �xa6 2S .CUd7'1'+-

22.JJ,d3 �.xd3 23.E\dxd3 ElhS 24.�fxhS!  
24.C/JxbGt �lb7 25 .cud5  E\xh7 26J�b3t <J?c6 
27.CUxc7 ©xc7 2S .Elb4t 

24 . . .  E\xhS 25 . .\ll.xd4± 
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Return i ng to the text move, I regard th is  as 
another cr i t ica l  pos i t ion for  the I 2 . . .  b6 l i ne. 
I n i t ia l ly  the computer s ignals 0.00, but a 
deeper i ns pection reveals that Wh i te is clearly 
better. 'TI1e fact that Yit i ugov defeated Potki n 
with Black i n  a rap id game does not change 
th i s  rea l i ty, espec ia l ly  after the fol lowing 
improvement .  

a b c d e f g h 

1 6.g4!N 
By open ing  the g-fi l e  Wh i te gets a dangerous 

attack. 

'Die spectacu lar  1 6 .Ei:xd5 ! ?N i s  p layable ,  but 
on ly  leads to a draw after further compl ications .  

l 6.lll b5 ! ?  .�xb5  1 7  . . �xb5 t  Wf8 J 8 Jli',d3 
'® c5 1 9 .�?b l Ei:c8 20 .h5  CtJd 2 l .g4 ! ?  lll xd l 
22.Ei:xd l Ei:xg4 was seen i n  Porki n  - Yit i ugov, 
Khanty-Mansiysk (rapid) 20 1 3 . At th is  poi n t  
23 .hG !N We8 24 . f5 wou ld  have kept some 
i n i t iative for Whi te .  

I n i t ia l ly  my b ig  idea was to improve on the 
above game with 1 8 .g4!N .  'll1 is causes B lack 
some problems, a l though the second player 
does have the add i t ional opt ion of 1 8  . . .  Ei:cS , 
forci ng 1 9 Jkd3 .  Without goi ng i nt o  fu l l  
deta i l s ,  Black is  actua l ly  in  some trouble here 
too, but  the i m med iate 1 6.g4 !  is s l ightly more 
accurate as Black is deprived of the . . .  Ei:c8 
option .  

16  . . .  E.\xg4 
I n  the event of 1 6  . . .  E.\g7 1 7 .�Vh 5 lll g3 the 

i n termediate l 8 .lll b5 !  rums out wel l  for  White .  

1 6  . . .  llld l 7.lll b5 !  .\ll,xb5 1 8 .�,xb5t  Wf8 
1 9  .. \ll,d3!  lll xd ! 20 .E.\xd l '®c6 2 1 .g5± Black's 
pos i t ion is a sorry s ight ,  desp i te the extra 
exchange. 

17.lllbS! .�xb5 18 .. \11,xbSt Wf8 1 9.�dgl �c8 
20.\�hSt! 

'The i mmediate 20 . .\ll,d3 is  l ess convincing 
due to 20 . . .  lll g3. 

20 ... E&gS 2 1 .)jxgSt lllxg8 22 .. \ll,d3 �Vcs 
23.Wbl  We7 24 .. �xfS exf5 
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Conclusion 
We have seen i n  some earl ier chapters that 
Black often does we l l  to develop his b ishop on 
b7 or a6 when the opport u n i ty arises. With 
that i n  mind ,  i t  makes sense to inves tigate 
I 2 . . .  b6! ? .  When I fi rst started putt ing serious 
work in to fi nding a solut ion against  I 2 . h4 ! ,  
th i s  was my ma in  source of  hope. At the  t ime 
of writ ing, however, I would only recommend 
i t  as a surprise weapon . 

h·om the point  of view of strict reperto i re 
choices, 1 could have omi tted this chapter 
ent i rely from the book. However, the process 
of analys ing I 2 . . .  b6 ! ?  has helped me to berter 
understand these positions in genera l ,  and 
I hope the readers will be able to derive a 
s imi lar  benefit.  The chapter also contains some 
important theoretical improvements which 
improve on exis t ing games and sources ; i t  is 
j ust a p i ty that most of the improvements are 
for White! 

We began by analys ing 1 3 . h 5 N ,  which is not 
at a l l  dangerous, and in  fact after I 3 . . . . �a6! 
White has to p lay accurately to stay on  the 
board . I 3 .EZh3 ! ?  is a better move, but 1 3  . . .  .@,aG! 
seems l ike a convincing equal izer. 

So far, so good , but  it is with 1 3 .lllxc3 ! that 
the real prob lems appear. I 3 . .  .l2hc5 capwres 
an important pawn , but enables Whi te to keep 
some i n i t iat ive .  1 3  . . .  liJc\4 is the move I would 
have l iked to sec working, but my analysis 
shows that both I 4 .�h3N and l 4 . .@.b2 pose 
serious p roblems for the second p layer. 

Despite the general ly negative outlook, 
I 2 . . . b6!? could sti l l  find a place in  a French 
player's reperto i re, as long as the cr i t ical 
1 3 .lll xc3! is met by 1 3  . . .  lllxe5 . Here the 
theoretical verdict is not too bad; Black is on ly 
s l ightly worse, and there arc  a number of l i nes 
lead ing to endgamcs where Black is under a b i t  
of p ressure but  should be ab le  to  ho ld  a draw 
with carefu l  defonce. 
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I n  my com mentary for ChessBase /vlagazine 
1 5 1 ,  I wrongly  awarded l 5 . . .  tll f5 ? !  an  
exclamat ion mark. However, a deeper analysis 
has revealed that Wh i te holds at  l east a s l ight  
advantage. You can find  th is pos i t ion  analysed 
under the move order I 2 . . . . \id7 1 3 . h 5  0-0-0 
1 4 .VBd3 CU f5 ? ! 1 5 .l"!b 1 ! d4 - see varia t ion C of 
Chapter 1 1 , where 1 6 .l"!g 1 ! was shown to  be  
good fo r White .  

1 5  . . .  £1,eS ! ?  is  p layable ,  and after the  l i kely 
1 6 . h 6  we reach a pos i t ion  that can occur v ia  
the move order 1 4 .h6  0-0-0 1 5 .'1Wd3 .�.e8 ! ?  
( I  5 . . .  lt>b8 !  i s  my recom mendat ion ,  a s  found 
on page 1 74) 1 6 .l"!b l . 

From here I found that  Black has reaso nable 
p rospects after l 6 . . .  4-"J d 5 ! ,  but  I wi l l  say no 
more about  th i s  as I do not want  to get roo 
d isuacted from the ma in  l i ne .  

'01C king move i s  B lack's stro ngest 
con t i nuat ion ,  and was my choice i n  the 20 1 2  
game aga i nst Palac .  When I annotated the 
game for  ChessBase Magazine 1 5 1 I assessed i t  
as dubious ,  but  later I came to understand that  
the un favourable resu l t  on ly occurred due to 

my subseq uent m istakes. 
Wh i te can choose between Al)  1 6.h6 and 

A2) 1 6.tllg3 . 

Al )  1 6.h6 

a b c d e f g h 

I f  Wh i te wants to push th is  pawn to h7,  
i t  is more accu rate to do so at the earl i est  
conven ience, as seen in variat ion B below. '1l1e 
p lacement of the rook on b 1 and k i ng on b8 
may seem l i ke a triv ia l  d ifference, bur  i t  gives 
Black a useful extra poss i b i l i ty. 

1 6  . . .  l"!g6! 
1 (i . . Jkc8 1 7 . h 7  l"!h8 trans poses to the cr i t ical 

var iat ion B2,  as d iscussed later on  page 1 77 .  
Accord i ng to my analys i s  B lack should be 
okay there,  but  the text move leads to a more 
com fortable form of dynam ic  equal i ty. ·The 
ma in  advantage is that the rook rema ins  act ive 
on the g-fi le ,  rather than being dr iven to the 
pass ive h8-square.  Wh i te's h-pawn may also 
become a target. '111e s ign ificance o f  the k ing 
on  b8 wi l l  become apparent  a few moves later 
in the ma in  l i ne below. 

17.h7 l"!h8 1 8.0Jxd4N 
Grabbing  the pawn m ust be the cr i t ical test, 

wh i l e  there i s  s t i l l  t ime for i t .  

1 8 .l"! h 5 ! ?  
Th is  was seen i n  a correspondence game 
from 20 1 2 . The move is not  bad , but  Black 
found a conv i nc i ng answer. 

I 8 . . .  tll f5 1 9 .��%3 l"!g7 20 .g4 

a h c d e f g h 
20 . . .  d3 !  

Th e key move which guarantees Black's 
coun terpl ay. 
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2 l . cxd3! ?N 
2 l .Wxd3 i s  safer: 2 l . . . gxg4 22 .Wxd .\1:1,eS 
23.8:h3 gg7 24.�e3 The following series 
of exchanges resul ted i n  a quick draw: 
24 . . .  ctJxd 25 .Wxe3 Ei:gxh7 26.!'1xh7 l:i:xh7 
27 . .\1:1.g2 !'1g7 28 .Wf2 '2ia5 29 .'2id4 Y2-Y2 
Lucki - Sviridova, corr. 20 1 2 . 

2 l . . .  l2J fd4 
Blade's activ i ty compensates for the sacr ificed 
pawn, and the passed c-pawn has the 
potentia l  to create a lor of trouble for White .  
Here is one enterta in ing l ine  I analysed : 

29 . . .  '2ixe2! ?  
The s impler solut ion 29 . . .  ggxh7 30.l':!xh7 
8:xh7 3 1 .Wdst .\1:1.cS 32 .Wd6t was 33.WfS 
WbS 34.Wd6"1"= a lso leads to a draw. 

30 .Wxg7 c l ='Mf 3 1 .'MfxhS'f Wc7 32.WfS Wxf4"1" 
33 .�xe2 We4'1' = 

With perpetual check to fo llow. 

1 8  . . .l2Jxd4 1 9.Wxd4 

a b c d e f g h 

1 9  • . .  l2Jf51ii 
Black has obvious compensation for 

the sacrificed pawn in  view of h is better 
development, safer king and active piece play. 
Here is where we fi nal ly appreciate the value 
of the king on bS: the a7-pawn is defended! 
If Black tried the same . . .  !'1g6 scheme in the 
analogous variation B (in which the white 
rooks stands on a I and the black king on 
cS) , the reply Wxa7 would give White the 
advantage. 

20.Wgl! ?  
From this  s l ighdy unorthodox square the 

queen is  ready to support the g2-g4 push at 
some moment.  

20 .Wb4 �c6 gives Black a p romis ing i n i t iative. 

20.Wf2 �c6 puts pressure on the g2-pawn,  
restr ict ing White's development.  An obvious 
plan for the next few moves is . . .  gg? followed 
by taking on h7.  

20 • • .  .\1:i.c6 2 1 .!'1h3 !'1g7 22.g4 .\1:1.dS 
Defending c3 and prevent ing !'1b3 . 
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?'/.;::, m m f � � .,��-f,ief� 
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Ll. '•"' '• 

s m m.tD'ilm 4 m m r,� ci m 
3 � m m m .:t 2 ����y�-� m .:t �  ��&§i. 

a b c d e f g h 

23.Ei:bS 
23 . .  �d3 ? is  a m istake in view o f  23 . . .  2:gxh7 

24.2:xh7 2:xh7+ when the th reat of . . .  Ei:h l 
tactical ly protects the kn ight on f5 . 

23 . . . \Wd8! 24.2:c5 .�,e4 
Black has ongo ing cou n terplay and i ntends 

. . .  tt:ld4 o r  . .  Jhc2 next .  

Al) 1 6.tt:lg3 

Wh ite con t i n ues h i s  pol icy of activat i ng  the 
pieces . ll1 i s  was the cr i t ical  pos i t ion  where I 
went wrong against  Palac. 

1 6  . . . tt'JfS!N 
On the previous turn the same kn ight move 

was a mistake, but  here it is  m uch  more logica l .  

Black cha l lenges the kn ight on g3 and guards 
the d6-square .  'Th is would be my first  choice,  
but i t  is  worth ment i on i ng a few other ideas. 

I tried J 6  .. Jft,c8?  1 7 .tt'Je4 tt'J xe5 1 8 . fxe5 V�xe5 
in the hope of  gett ing com pensat ion fo r the 
piece, but after 1 9 .\Wf3 tt:ld5 20 . . \1k4 Wh i te 
was m uch better i n  Pa lac - Berg, Istanbul  (ol)  
20 1 2. 

1 6  . . .  tt:l d 5 ! ?N 
· rh i s  is  an i n terest ing al ternative, a im ing for 
an i m p roved vers ion  of the p iece sacr ifice I 
used aga inst  Pa lac. 'There m ight fol low: 

1 7 . tt'J e4 
1 7 . h6  f5 ! 1 8 . exf6 tt'Jxf4t gives B lack plenty 
of  activi ty. 

s w h�;i :%2� � ;!fWA ?,� r� �;� a @?% 
7 §i'&!i, & \ill/; A !;'�.'.( & '{-%iii; 

fjlli� a i§� i �. a &%?:% 
6 �'il� i �  � 
5 wl �16\J,N� g A '.{(,.;,:;;; �"".al /Q; ;;:;,:;;;: Q 4 ;�;; �&'% /:";\ l:(Af;, ?�? :�10 r-.��t.o�. fa?� 3 ?� ?��� � 
2 .· . . .  "%,r�· r(�'. '.',,.'�:E.· .·;;:"� /,:,;::: 0 /;<,/,-/'/. ,;:,f0». 0 .,/////, 

� � � ��,�� 
a b c d c f g h 

1 7  . . .  tt:lxe5 !  1 8 . fxc5 
1 8 .\Wxd4 tt:lg4 1 9 .tt'Jc5  tt:l b6 20.\Wxc3 .\ll.c6 
2 1 . h 6  f5� Black has the safer k ing and the 
eas ier  game.  

l 8 . . .  \Wxe5 l 9 .\We2 £/,c6� 
Black's deve lopment advan tage and p iece 

activi ty, a long wi th  the two extra pawns, fu l ly  
com pensate for  the sacri ficed p iece. 

F ina l ly, 1 6  . .  . f5 ! ?N is also p layable ,  albeit rather 
comp l icated . There m ight  fol low 1 7 .exf6 tt:l d 5  
1 8 .h6  e5 ( o r  1 8  . . .  tt:lxf4t)  1 9 . h7 2:h8t  with a 
comp l i cated posi t ion that I would eval uate as 
more dangerous for Wh i te, who s t i l l  has most 
of h is p ieces o n  the fi rs t  ran k  wh i l e  the centre 
is about  to open up.  
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17.Cllxf5 
l 7 . l/J e4 is wel l met by l 7 . . . Cll ce7 intendin(7 

. . .. �cG or . . .  Cll d 5 .  
0 

1 7  . . .  exf5 

. 
Black is at least equal , as shown by the 

fol lowing i l l ustrative l i nes. 

1 8.a4 
White has to get his dark-squared bishop 

in to the game somehow. 

1 8  . . . .  \ll,eG 1 9.il,a3 

20 .�a 1 is met by 20 . . . . lll.d5+ i n tend in (7 
2 Llli.dG? gxdG 22 .exdG ¥--.YxdG-+ when Black 
crashes through. 

20 .�b5 aG 2 1 .il,clG �xc!G 22 .exdG WxdG 
23.gxf5 IWeG·j· is also exce l len t  for Black: 
24 .lPf2 Cll b4 2 5 .\Wh3 Cll xc2 26J�e5 �#dG+ 
White i s  i n  t rouble.  

20 . . .  fG! 
One way or another, rhe e-fi le  wi l l  soon be 

opened. 

2 1 ..\ll.dG 
2 1 .exfG?  Wxl-4 is awfu l for White . 

2 I . . .gxd6 22.exd6 Wxd6 23.'>Pf2 
23 .Wxf5 ? ?  We7'1'-+ 

23 . . •  Wxf4t 24.Wf3 Wg5 25.gh3 Clie5 

B) I 4.h6 

1 73 
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1 5 .Wd3 
lhc queen retreats to the centre and makes 

way for the further advance of the h-pawn . We 
have reached a cr i t ical  pos i t ion where B lack 
must decide how best to create countcrplay. 

1 5  . . . �b8! 
Once aga i n  I favour  the fam i l i a r  regroup ing 

of the quecnside wi th the b i shop going  to  b7 .  
I t  is worth raking  a moment to cons ider the 
d rawbacks of the various a l ternatives. 

'foe plan i nvolvi ng I 5 . . .  8:g6? !  docs not work as 
well as in the earl ier  variat ion A 1 .  The pos i tion 
after 1 6.h7 Ei'.h8 1 7.ctJxd4 CD xd4 1 8 .iVxd4 
has occurred five t imes in my database, with 
B lack j ust scor ing just  a s ingle  d raw so far. lhc 
main problem, of course, is that Black must  
constan tly be on guard aga inst  Wxa7, which 
l im i ts h i s  active possib i l i t i es compared wi th 
the aforement ioned l i ne. 

I 5 . . . Wb6?! i s  qu i te a logical move , protect ing 
the d4-pawn and prevent ing Ei:b l. However, 
Wh i te is better after: 1 6 .h7 Ei:h8 l 7 .ctJg3 (or 
I 7.g4 ,ll?,e8 1 8 .ctJg3 CDg6 1 9 .ctJc4± Ootcs -
Koud inov, Bussum 20 1 1 )  1 7  . . .  �bS 1 8 .CDc4;!; 
H. Schneider - Quanzaah,  corr. 20 1 0 . 

1 5  . . .  a6? !  
Th is  was tr ied recen tly by Daniel i an ,  but i t  
fa i l s  to equal ize. 

1 6 . h  7 Ei'.h8 1 7 J�b 1 .11!,cS 
Here Wh i te can improve with : 

1 8 .CDg3 !N 
I nstead of 1 8 .g4 which al lowed coun tcrp lay 
after 1 8  .. . f6! in Muzychuk - E. Dan ie l i an , 

Di l ij an  20 1 3 . 
1 8  . . .  f6 l 9 .exf6 CDd5  

1 9  . . .  ,lll,g6? i s  wel l me t  by  20.fxc7! �xd3 
2 1 .exdS=Wi" fol lowed by .11!,xd3 with a 

wi nn ing advan tage for Wh i te. 
20 .l1Jc4 

Wh i te is clearl y better. 

I f  Black is look ing for a secondary l i n e  to 
i nvest igate , I 5 . . .  i?,c8 ! ?  would be my suggest ion .  

a b c d e f g h 
found several examples of this move 

from recen t  years , both i n  over-the-boa rd 
and correspondence games. B lack clears the 
d-file and i ntends a qu ick . .  . f6 ,  fol lowed by a 
poss ib le  activat ion of the bishop on g6. 'll1e 
pl an is i n teresti ng and may lead to fascinat ing 
compl ications ,  but  u l t imately I found i t  
s l ight ly less convi nc ing than the ma in  l i ne. 

Let us now retu rn to the recommended 
1 5  . . .  �bS! .  

Jus t  a s  i n  the  earl ier variat ion A,  th i s  i s  the  
p lan  I l i ke the  m ost .  Befo re u ndertaki ng any 
act ion in the cen tre, Black aims for a themat ic 
queens ide regroup ing with . .  j1',c8 fol lowed by 
. . .  b6 and . . .. W.b7. 

lhe ensu ing analys is  conta ins some of the mos t  
complex and hard-to-understand pos i tions 
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i n  the  enti re book. Even w i th  the  help of a 
strong analysis engine, i t  is d ifficult  to make 
sense of what is goi ng on .  Abstractly, we can 
understand that Whi te has the bishop pair  and 
a potential ly decisive k ings ide majori ty, whi le 
Black has the safer king and a strong presence 
in the centre thanks to his active p ieces 
and the c3-d4 pawn wedge. In the ensuing 
middlegame, White wi l l  attempt to coordinate 
his pieces whi le Black will look for  the right 
moment to break open the centre with . .  . f6. 

Although these general ideas arc easy ro grasp ,  
the evaluation often boi ls down to concrete 
tactical n uances which are v i rtual ly impossible 
for human players to find over the board .  
However, I found several correspondence 
games in  which Black's pos i t ion proved i ts 
res i l ience. 

16.h? fi:h8 
In this pos i tion White has tried both B I )  

17.g4 and B2) 1 7.fi:b l ! ,  the latter being the 
move I consider more dangerous .  

B I )  17.g4 Jll.c8 18 . .  \ll.g2 b6 

Black cont inues his  regroupi ng. At this  
poin t  both BI I )  19.fi:h3 and B I 2) 1 9.'\t2f2!?N 
deserve some arremion. 

1 9 .fi:b I i s  covered under the move order 
1 7 .fi:b I .\ll,c8 l 8 .g4 b6 l 9 .. �g2 - see the note 
to Whi te's l 8th move in variat ion B2 below. 

l 9 .'llg3 can be met i n  a couple of ways . 
l 9 . . .  .\ll.b7 can be compared with variat ion 
B 1 2  below, and may wel l  transpose after a 
subsequent ©f2 .  

However, Black might try to  benefit from h i s  
opponent's move order by  playi ng 19  . . .  'll a5 ! ?  
fi rst ,  s ince the  whi te knight is no longer 
attacking the d4-pawn . "1l1 is  way Black retains 
the option of . . . • �b7, but  might also consider 
. . .  'll c4 followed by . . .  .\ll,a6. 

B l l )  1 9.fi:h3 

This was played in  the only practical encounter 
I found on my database. Activat ing the rook 
a long the  third rank is thematic, but  B lack 
found an attractive plan of  his own .  

1 9  . . .. \11,b? 20.©fl i1lic8! 
A clever retreat ,  preparing . . . . YJ.a6. 

2 U £.e4 
Here Black's most precise cont inuation is :  

a b c d e f g h 

2 I . . .l2JdS!N 
In the game Black preferred 2 l . .  "'YJ.a6 

and went on to win in  Barbosa - Santiago ,  
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Montenegro 20 1 3 , but i t  is even more 
promis ing to improve another piece wh i le  
keep ing the opponen t guess ing about i f  or  
when . . .  il!.a6 may come. I would rate Black's 
chances as s l ight ly h igher. 

B 1 2) 1 9.ffif2!?N 

"fo is un tested move is  a serious opt ion . The 
k ing  is  l ess exposed here than on  e I ,  and may 
later fi nd safety on g I or even g3 . 

1 9  . . .  il!.b7 20.ctJg3 ctJ a5! 
As usual ,  Black is happy to exchange the 

l ight-squared bishops. 

2 1 .il!.xb7 
2 I.ll::Je4 ct'i c4+± is not  unpleasan t  for Black, 

who threatens . . .  ct'i b2 .  

I a l so considered : 
2 1 .EJ: b  1 ct:'id5 22 .ctJe2 

22 .ctJe4 ct:'ic4 is dangerous for White,  
for  instance: 23.�.f3 ctJde3 24.ct:'i f6 .\kxf.3 
25 .ffixf3 \Wbl-f 26 .ct'ie4 White is caught i n  
an  unp leasant p i n .  111ere i s  no immed iate 
breakthrough, but Black can p lay patiently 
with: 26 . . .  \Wc6 27.a4 a5+ Strengthen ing the 
pos i t ion and leav ing Whi te wi th the d i fficul t  
quest ion of how to develop h is queensicle 
p ieces . 

22 . . . ctJc3! 
Not the only playable  move, but the most 
convi ncing.  

23 ..lk xd dxe3"f 24.iWxe3 ct'ic4 25 .\Wxc3 \1o.Xf c5 "1· 
26 . ffig3 .\kxg2 27.ffixg2 \Wcl 5'!" 28 .ffigl  

28.ffig3? ?  ctJ d 2-+ 
28 . . .  \Wc5"1" = 

With perpetual check. 

2 1 . . .ct'ixb7 22.ct'ie4 

8 � �� - �� 
1 ����r-- - /,� i If Ii/, 
6 " "If "., .�. s • m � m 
4 m �qj� tJ m  
3 �  -v� m 
2 ''B�'• �. �. �� �� �.-- ,/,ml 

a b c d e f g h 

22 • • .  ct'i dS! 
A clever move, not only guard i ng the f6-

square but also p lann i ng . . .  f5 fol lowed by 
. . .  l'ixh7. S i nce Wh ite is undeveloped on the 
queenside, a qu ick open ing  of the posit ion 
m ight p rove fatal to h im .  

23.ffig3! 
·n1 is is the safest p lace for the k ing. 
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23 . . .  fS 24.exf6 gxh7 2S.gxh7 
The tempting 25 .l/Jc5 ?  does not work: 

25  . . .  l/J xc5!  (25 . . .  Wxc5 26.gxh7 l/Jxf6 27.gh6 
Wd5 !t  would be a good answer, but  the main 
move is even stronger. )  26.Wxh7 gd7 27.WgSt 
mb7 28 .ghS 

25 . . .  iVxh7 26.Wxd4 ghS 
Black's attack is enough for a draw, but not 

more. A plausible cont inuation is :  

27.WeSt 
I t  makes sense for Whi te to exchange queens. 

The computer poin ts out that 27.l/J f2 ! ?  is 
p layable, but after 27 . . .  l/Jc16 B lack is certa in ly 
not worse. 

27 ... mas 28.WhS WxhS 29.gxhS gxhS 30.a4 
gfS 3 1 .�,a3 l/Jxf6 32.l/Jxf6 gxf6 33.gel 
mhs= 

White has enough act iv i ty to make up for 
the m issing pawn, so the endgame should be 
a draw. 

B2) 1 7.gb l !  

8 � �� � �� 
1 •'I'BtI4'f.6' 
: �P��� 
4 m w� � m �N,;; ��.&%��% . .  %�- � 3 �a- i?'W, 'if§ .  • /, , , , , % /, . . .  % %";,;,:, � 
2 m b mctJm b m  � �;� f'"/,'"/� + � � M �  �� � M  

a b c d e f g h 

Th is is the most challenging approach of 
a l l .  By taking con trol over the b-fi le  and the 
b4-square in  particular, White prepares a3-a4 
and :!1/,a3 , solving the problem of h is queenside 
development. 

1 7  . . .. �k8 
Black proceeds with his  p lan .  Here I consider 

Whi te's most important options to be B2 1 )  
1 8.a4!?N and B22) 1 8.mf2. 

I only found one over-the-board example from 
the above pos i t ion ,  which conti nued: 1 8 .g4 b6 
1 9 .5kg2 .�»b7 20 .'it>f2 This was Salgado Lopez 
- Alekseev, Novi Sad 2009.  Here I suggest 
20 . . .  l/Jcl5 !N ( instead of 20 . . .  l/Ja5 as p layed i n  
the game) . 
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Black is fu l ly  developed and has the safer 
k i ng. The main danger of Black's pos i t ion is  
of course the h7-pawn,  wh i ch holds him down 
for the moment .  On the other hand,  Whi te's 
rook o n  b I and bishop o n  c 1 arc rather pass ive.  

I t  i s  important  for Black to rema in  Aex ib lc  
and decide which idea to play depend ing on 
the concrete deta i l s  of the posit ion . A few 
ideas worth keep ing i n  m ind are the . . .  f5 break 
(or poss ib ly . . . fo, if Whi te docs not have the 
rep ly  �,xd 5 fo l lowed by exfG) , activat ion of the 
b ishop with . . .  \M!c8 and . . .  :�.aG, and possibly a 
kn ight  jump to c3 at the r ight moment .  Overal l  
I cons ider Black's chances to be no worse.  

B2 1 ) 1 8.a4!?N 

a b c d e f g h 

Th i s  move has yet to be tested but i t  is worth 
check i ng, as i t  i s  a logical fol low-up  to Wh i te's 
last .  With the b4-square covered,  White clears 
the a3-square i n  order to activate h i s  b ishop . 

1 8  . . .  �a8 
Apart from s idestepp i ng a future i t  

i s  a l so  qu i te usefu l  to move the  k ing  off the 
b-file .  Black is ready to move the cl-kn igh t  
to ei th er d 5  o r  f5 , dependi ng on how Wh i te 
p lays . 

1 8  . . . bG? 1 9  .. 11.a.3 lll f5 20 .Ei'.h3 ! is excel lent  fo r 
Whi te. 

l 8 . . .  CD d 5  l 9 .!a3 ( 1 9 .CDxd4 lllcb4) 1 9  . . .  <J;ias 
20.il,dG (20 .�f2 fG) 20 . . .  Ei'.xdG 2 1 .cxdG WxdG 
leads to i nte rest ing play, but I prefer the mai n 
l i ne. 

1 9  . . lka3 
I f  Wh i te doesn't p lay th i s  move then . . .  CD d 5  

w i l l  come w i t h  added force. 
l 9 .g4 ? !  CD d 5  20 . . lka3 fG! and l 9 .<J;if2 CD d 5  

2 0  . .  IU.a3 fG ! a rc both excel lent for Black. 

a b c d e f g h 

1 9  . . .  lll f5!? 
With the bishop al ready on a3,  the kn ight i s  

wel l  p laced on f5 where i t  covers is ready 
to jump to e3 when necessary, and also blocks 
the  wh i te queen's defence of the h7-pawn,  thus 
p repari ng . . .  fG fo l lowed by . . . Ei:xh7. 

B22) 1 8.©f2 
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As discussed earl ier, the king is s l ightly safer 
here than on e I .  I n  this  particular posi t ion , 
Whi te also has i n  mind the idea of connecting 
the rooks after a future a3-a4 and �.a3. The text 
move has been tested in three correspondence 
games, a l l  of which ended in d raws, which is  
a good ind ication of the soundness of Black's 
pos i t ion .  

18 . . .  b6 
Black cont inues as  normal .  Here we reach 

a final  d ivision between B22 1 )  1 9.ttJg3 and 
B222) 1 9.a4. 

B22 1 )  1 9.ctJg3 

Improvi ng the kn ight is a logical plan.  It has 
been tested i n  one game, but Black came up 
with a resolute response. 

19 . . .  f6! 20.exf6 ttJfS 
20 . . .  ttJd5 could be considered, bur i t  is 

understandable that Black wished to e l iminate 
the h7-pawn.  

2 l .ctJxf5 exfS 

22.g4! 
Defini tely the cr i tical try. 

22 . . .  :flxh7! 

I t  looks risky to al low White to p rotect h is 
f6-pawn , but  Black has j udged everything 
correctly. 

22 . . .  1Xg4 is less appeal i ng, as 23 .. ffi.g2 gives 
Whi te some i n i t iative. 

23.:flxh7 W/xh7 24.g5 
Here is one of many examples in this chapter 

of a pos i t ion that would be extremely difficult  
to assess over the board . I t  looks l ike Black is  in 
some danger, but he has enough counterplay 
to hold the balance, thanks to White's exposed 
king and passive queenside p ieces . 

24 . . .  :flhS 25 . .ffi.g2 ttJd8! 26.:f\b4 :fle8 27.Wf g3 
d3! 

A smal l  finesse, making the c3-pawn into a 
passer. 

28 . . .. \ll.b7 29 . .ffi.xb7 Wf xb7 30.W/f3 W/h7 
3 1 ..lll.e3 

A draw was agreed here in Shpakovsky -
Dclizia, corr. 20 1 2 . The continuation might be: 

3 1 . . .Wlh2t 32.©fl Wla2= 
Black has enough coun terplay to force a 

draw. 
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B222) 1 9.a4 

Activat ing the bishop is the cr it ical idea. 

1 9  . . . f6! 
With i?,a3-d6 on the agenda, Black must 

find a way to generate counterplay. One way 
or another, th is  wi l l  i nvolve sacrifi cing material 
to get closer to the wh i te k i ng. 

Although the main l i ne  i s  the option that 
makes most sense to me, I wi l l  a lso ment ion 
another wi ld correspondence game i n  wh ich 
Black was able to hold the balance. 
I 9 . . .  �b7! ?  20Jl!.a3 t/.J f5 2 1 .El'.h3 f6 22.g4 fxc5 
23 .gxf5 cxf5 

Black's i n i t iat ive p rovides j ust enough 
compensation for the sacr ificed materia l .  

27 .. lkg2 
Whi te has sensib ly rerurncd some material 
in order to generate some attacking chances 
of h is own .  The bishops arc strong, and i n  
a practical game I would regard Black's 
pos i t ion as s l ightly unpleasant to defend .  
Nevertheless, i n  the  game Wh i te was unable 
to prove anyth i ng. 

27 . . .  t/.Ja5  28 .:r.lb4 ;gf7 29.i�g6 tt:l b7 30 .'\We4 
'\W e7 3 l . a5  

a b c d c f g h 
3 1 . . .d3 ! 

Just as the defence appears to be at breaking 
po int, th is  themat ic pawn break saves the 
day. 

32 .cxd3 exf4 33 .'\Wxc7 Elxc7 34 .axb6 f) 
35 .bxalt Wa8 36Jh f3 EI:xd3 37 ..\kc l \l.fxa7 
38 .ctJd4 ctJa5  39.i?,g5 El:e8 40 .. �,e2 ;gh3 4 J .\1Jg2 

A draw was agreed here in Gardarsson -
Ri tsema, corr. 20 1 1 .  Fro m  a strictly theoretical 
perspective, this i s  a satisfactory outcome 
for Black, but i t  i s  fair to say that Black was 
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under pressure for much of the Ev n i n  
the players would keep 
press ing for win with White. For this reason ,  
I would advise t h e  reader t o  focus on the main 
l i ne, to which we wi l l  now return.  

20.exf6 li.J d5 2 1 .8h6 
2 J .li.J xd4 ll:ixd4 22 .'1¥fxd4 8xh7 23 .8xh7 

VHxh7 t ransposes to the main l i ne, except for 
the move count  one less . 

21 . . .W'f7 22.llixd4 lllxd4 23.1Wxd4 E'Kxh7 
24.E'Kxh7 1Wxh7 

is a pawn down,  but c2 is hanging 
nd to drop i n  the near fur ure.  On 

the o ther hand, the pos i t ion to 
open up for Wh i te's bishops. Neither is 
particularly  safe, so anyth ing  may happen . 
We wi l l  cont inue to fol low a couple of games 
which featured logical play on both sides. 

8 �.i.�� � � 
7 • "• "�d 
6

, '.-.Trfl•n : ·���wm•� 3 r., ,�fj,� 
2 S8 ,. � 8 � � .� /, , , /,  � -M� -�-

a b c d e f g h 

25 .. 'ikd3 1Wh4t 26.iti?gl 8h8 27 .. �a3! lllxf6 
27 . . .  %-Yh I t?! 28 .@f2 iWxb I 29 . f7 1 

30 . . \tl.d6'!' @a8 3 l .. is d n erous for 
can win back he at time and 

h is powerfu l .  

28.8xb6t! .\tl,b7! 
28 . 29 .1Wxb6"1' leads co mate in a 

few more moves. After the text move Black's 
shaky, bur  they hold together. 

:;'/''/'/, �«.:< /�//, /, ' "  '/ 8 ·� - i� �� 
7 •t�-�-?l . . . .  a 

6 �� � · � m : ·���� 3 r•'f�'"fj,•W#, 
2 ;1���:-.� m � ;, j  

a b c d e f g h 

29.8xb7t @xb7 30.1Wb4t! 
My d tab se one game that ended 

in  a quick perpetual after 30 .. �c4'!' lllxc4 
3 .1Wxe4 ·r 32 .\Mfc4'!' rt.i.?d8 33 .1Wd3'!' 1/2-Y2 
Riccio - Del iz ia ,  corr. 20 1 2 . 

Nor long before the book was publ ished, 
ed i t r tested this l ine for Black i n  an  on l ine  
correspondence against  an unknown 
bur wel l -prepared opponent,  who came up 
with the Now Black is forced to 
tread careful ly for few more moves , but  the 
final result  ends the 

30 . . . @as 
The only move, as 30 . . and 30 . . .  @c?? ?  

both lead to  mate a few moves. 

3 1 ..\tl.e4t llldS 32.iWxc3 Wfh2t 33.@f2 1Wxf4t 
34 .. \t!S3 1Wh4t 35.@e2 
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35 . . .  �b7! 
The brave k ing m ust  take a s tep forward , 

as there is no other defence agai nst  the check 
on  c6. 

36 .. �,d6 Wxa4 37.Wg?t Wc6 38.Wc?t Wb5 
White has no mat ing attack, and his own 

k i ng is also exposed . 

� m m C '  � WI%�.�.��� 6 111'n' 'nTn�n 
s m�mlilm m 

��;�� 
a b c d e f g h 

39.Wb?t Wc4 40 .. \lc4! 8'.g8! 
Wh ite was th reaten i ng .'ill,d3t fol lowed by 

Wgn. 

4L.'ill,d3t <;.1?d4 42.Wh? tt:lc3t 43.�fl 

At th is  po i n t  Whi te offered a d raw wh ich 
was accepted in N . N .  - Greet, I nternet 20 1 3 . 
"Il1e conti n uat ion m ight have been:  

43 . . .  Wd5! 44.�Vxg8 Wal t  45.Wf2 mxd6 
46.V.SdSt Wc5 

With a l i kely perpetua l .  

Conclusion 
We have reached the end of the Winawer 
Po



7 . . .  0-0 
a b c d c f g h  

8.h4 and 8.�f3 

Variation Index 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.ctJc3 i.h4 4.eS cS S.a3 i.xc3t 6.bxc3 ctJe7 7.°1Wg4 

7 . . .  0-0 
A) 8.h4 
B) 8.ctJ f3 

A) after l 0 . .  0.d3 

a b c d c f g h  

1 0  . . .  c4 ! N  

B )  n o t e  t o  1 O .h4 

a h c d c f g h  

1 5  . . . . 0.d?N+  

B) a fter 1 2 .h5  

1 84 
185  

a b c d c f g h  

1 2  . . .  h6N 



184 7 . . . 0-0 

1 .e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.llic3 �b4 4.cS c5 5 .a3 
.�,xc3t 6.bxc3 0.'Jc7 7.\�g4 0-0 

a b c d e f g h 

would co nsider th is  a m o re rel iable and 
arguably theo ret ical ly sounder  opt ion than the  
Poisoned Pawn Va riat io n .  "fl-ue, by com m i tt ing  
h i msel f ro  short castl ing  Black p resents h i s  
opponent wi th  a clear target of  attack. H owever, 
with accu rate p lay and co rrect t i m i ng of the 
. . . f5 m ove, Black should have enough resou rces 
to reach a sat isfacto ry m i d d legame.  

Fro m  the present pos i t ion Wh i te's main  m ove is 
8 Jli,d3 , and we wil l  s ta rt analys ing  i t  i n  the n ext  
chapter begi n n i ng o n  page 1 8 8 .  I n  the present 
chapter we wi l l  focus on the ra re A) 8.h4 and  
the more s ign i ficant sidel i ne B) 8.0.Jf3.  The 
fo l lowing  m i nor a l ternatives arc clearly i n fer ior. 

8 .. �,g5 ? is premature. 8 . . .  \'2fa 5 !  9 . . \ll,d2 (9 .�fh3 
0.'J bcG+ T B rown - Viberg, co rr. 1 98 5 . )  
9 . . .  it:l bcG+ M .  Pavlov - Vo icu lescu , Ti m isoara 
1 976.  B lack has won an i m po rtant tempo and is 
a l ready s l ight ly better. He  has several pro m is i n g  
poss ib i l i t i es over the next few moves , i nclud i ng 
. .  . f5/f6 ,  . . .  b6 and . . .  �a4 . 

8 .. �.h6?  
'Th is  s i m p l ist ic  approach th reatens mate in  
one ,  but Black can defend whi le  gai n i ng a 
usefu l  tempo.  

8 . . . it:l f5 9 .:'1l.d2 
9 ..\kg5 gives B lack a pleasant choice between 
9 . . .  �cl+ and 9 . . .  \1tfb6+. 

9 . . .  \1t!'b6!?N 
9 . . .  it:l c6 fol lowed by . . .  f6 a l so offers Black a 
good ga me, P i p i to n e  - Nau m k i n ,  Tc)sco lano 
1 995 .  

a h c d e f g h 
I O . it:l f3  

I 0Jli,d3 cxd4 1 l ..\kxf5 exf5 I 2 .\�fxd4 \Wb2+ 
i nt e n d i ng . . .  it:l cG with rap id  development .  
1 O .dxc5 \Wxc5+ also favours Black . 

1 O . . .  \Wb2 1 1 .£\c l b6 
Inten d i n g  . . .. \li,a6 with rhe m o re p leasa n r  

gam e  for Black.  

A) 8.h4 

Th is p lan  is too s low, as Black w i l l  ach ieve 
q u i ck counrerplay i n  the  centre. 

8 . . .  4Jbc6 9.it:lf3 
9 . h 5  is  co ns istent , bur after 9 . .  JG 1 O .exfG (or 

I O.h6 g6 l 1 . exf6 EfxfG tra nspos i n g) 1 0  . . .  Elxf6 
1 1 . h6 g6 Bl ack is th reate n i n g  . . .  e5 w i th  a good 
ga me.  l 2 .'1!Eg5 was the co n r i n uar ion ofSoloviev 
- Uus i ,  Go rky 1 9 ':i 4 ,  and  here 1 2  . . .  ��ffS +N 
wou ld  h ave kept  an  edge fo r B lack . 

9 .. �.d 3  is covered la ter  under  the move 
order 8 . .  \li.d3 it:l bc6 9 .h4  - see var iat ion A o f  
Chapter 1 9  on  page 244. 

9 . . .  f6 1 0  . .  \li,d3 
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1 O .cxf6 E\xfG+ i n tending . . .  c5 was good for 
Black i n  Roth - Raffalt ,  Werfon 1 998 .  

a b c d e f g h 

1 0  . . .  c4!N 
Improving over 1 0  . .  .1¥fc8 as p layed i n 

Formanek - Spassky, Vancouver 1 97 1 .  The 
text move is techn ically a nove l ty bur i t  
immediately transposes to some other games 
after Whi te's nexr move. 

l L«it,e2 
l l .exf6 E\xf6 1 Lffi,g5 E\xf3 1 :Lffi.xhl'!" li'xh7 

1 4 .1l'lxf3 «ili'.d7 l 5 . h 5  1!tff8+ 

1 1 . . .fxcS 1 2.lllxeS 
l 2 .dxe5 occurred in Co leman - Kalwas insk i ,  

Copenhagen 1 997,  and now after l 2 . . .  E\ f5 ! N  
1 3 . ©g3 �a5 14  . .  ll?.d2 <j?h8 Black has a 
comfortable game, wi rh . .  Jkd7 and . . .  !.':i'.af8 to 
fol low shortly. 

1 2  . . .  lllxeS 1 3.dxeS �c7 14.f4 .\ll,d7 1 5.hS 
lll fS 1 6.h6 g6i 

Black had the better chances in Pavlovic -
Drasko, N i ks ic  1 997 .  

B) 8.l2Jf3 

Th is i s  nor  a bad move, and  i t c an  eas i ly  
transpose to  more popu lar  l ines after a 
subsequen t  .ffi.d3 .  However, by p lay i ng the 
kn ight  move fi rst ,  Whi re loses some Hex ib i l i ry 
wh i l<:: giving B lack an addi t ional opt ion . 

8 . . .  V,NaS!? 
Th is is rhe extra option wh ich s<::<::ms q u i t<:: 

p layab le .  

Thar sa id ,  i f  I reacht!d rh is  posit ion over rh<:: 
board I would probab ly  choose 8 . . .  Ill bc6!, 
when rhe natural  9 . .  �.d3 leads s tra igh t ro 

variat ion D of Chapter 1 9 . Black is abso l urely 
fine thne, but  i n  rh is  chap te I wil l  p resent the 
independent option ro enable the reader ro 

(kcide which path he prefers. 

doing thar, I would l i ke ro pr senr 

my ana lys is of an in ferior alrernarive.  B lack 
should not fo l low this parh, bur ir is useful  to 
fami l iar ize ourselves with some of the resources 
ava i lab le to Wh i te.  



1 86 7 . . .  0-0 

8 . . J5 ? !  
My orig i nal i n tent ion was to  recommend 
th i s  d i rect move, but a deeper i nvest igation 
revealed i t  to be dubious .  

9 .exf6 [\xf6 I O .,\li»g5 lDd7! 
Th is  is the way to go, defend i ng actively. 
Wh i te can hardly take the exchange at once, 
s ince Black w i l l  get far too much cou nterplay 
after . .  . '1Jxf6 fol lowed by . . .  Wa5 . 
1 O . . . W a5 ! ?  leads to sharp play after 1 Llll.xf6 
Wxc3 "1' l 2 .�e2, but after l engthy analys is 
which I wil l  not go i n to here, I found Wh i te's 
chances to be preferable .  

a b c d e f g h 

1 1  " 'lll,d3 !  c4 
I 1 . . .  E\f7? !N does not  solve Black's p roblems 
after: l 2.Wh3!  g6 ( l  2 . . .  h6 l 3 .il.g6 !± )  
1 3  . .  �.h4 !  e5 l 4 .We6t 

1 2  . .  �.e2 l2f7!?N 
ll1 is  was my best  attempt to make Black's 
pos i t ion  work. 
1 2  . . .  e5N 1 3 . 0-0 e4 1 4 .li.J h4;:t; 
1 2  . . .  E\f5 l 3 .li.J h4!  ( 1 3 . 0-0 li.J f6 l 4 . . �,xf6 
E1xf6= Smir in  - U l ib i n ,  Borzhomi  1 988)  
1 3  . . . l'!f7 ( l 3 . . .  li.J f6 1 4 .li.J xf5 li.J xg4 1 5 .li.Jxe?"I" 
�f7 1 6 .,\!l.xg4 Vtfa5 l 7.�d2±)  1 4 .Wxe6 
0J f6 1 5 .\�c3 0J f5 1 6 .0Jxf5 .�,xf5 l 7 .Wd2:!; 
Fre i tas - Dias ,  Brazi l 1 996.  Black has some 
compensat ion for the pawn,  but  not  qu i te 
enough. 

l 3 .Wxe6 li.J f6 
1 3  . . .  \�a5 1 4 .0-0 li.J f6 1 5 .Wd li.J f5 1 6 .\�!c I 
li.J e4 l 7.$.d2;:!; 

1 4 .We3 li.J f5 1 5 .\�c l :J;  
Black wi l l  struggle to demons trate fu l l  

compensation for the  pawn.  

8 .i �.i.• ���m 7 ml��•.t."mT /, , , , , /'.  � './,-, , , , , ,  /, , , , , /'.  

: �d�� 4 ''• '• '•� 
3 � t� mCZJm 

- ., �''.%' �-:;/ 2 ��-�r:lli1 
a b c d e f g h 

9 .. \1.l.d2 c4! 
Clos i ng the pos i t i on  and prevent i ng .�,d3 .  I t  

i s  hard for Wh i te to  m uster an attack w i thout  
the support of  the  l igh t-squared bishop,  and 
Black a lways has the . .  . f5 resource in  case i t  i s  
needed . 

10.h4 
I also co ns ide red : I O . . \!l.e2 li.J bc6 1 l . h4 

( 1 1 . 0-0 Wa4 =) l l . . . f5 ( l  1 . . .�h8 ! ?N l 2 . h 5  
h 6 = )  1 2 .cxfG ( l  2 .Wg3 ll.Ji'a4N00) I 2 . . .  Elxf6 
1 3 .li.Jc5 li.Jxe5 1 4 .dxe5 Elf5 l 5 . f4 

a b c d e f g h 

ll1 is was I-Iaznedarogl u - Smeets, Ancalya 
2004, and here the s i mple 1 5  . . . . \kd?N+ looks 
good for Black. 
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8 :i�.t.m �:1�m 7 f�;,,, ;� 0�'.f.Y.f� i  

: ; �:��"� 
4 �.�#18'dn 
3 �  � mQjm 
2 ,. _ , , ,,m,.l . .  /,� - ��Km � , ,;� � w '// • -�/, f� � �llm M 

a b c d e f g h 

1 0  . . .  f5 1 1 .VHgS 
1 1 .exfG gxf6 does not t rouble Black. 

Now 1 2 . h5 ? !  has been played i n  both games 
appearing in my database, but it i s  not good 
due to the following i n nova t ion .  (White 
should settle for l 2 .. �k2N when after l 2 . . .  e5  
1 3 .iWh S lllbc6 1 4 .dxe5 fi:f5 1 5 .Wfe8 "!" gf8 
1 6 .Wfh5 the game might end in a repeti t ion,  
but  Black can a lso cont inue with l 6 . . .. \11.f5 ! ?  
when h is chances should no t  be  worse. )  

Moskalenko l ikes White after l J .\Wh3 bur 
l l . . . \Wa4! could be s l ightly annoying for Whi te. 
( 1 1 . . .Cll bcG 1 2 . h5  h6 1 3 .lll h4 in tending .\il,e2 , 
gg 1 and g2-g4 is i ndeed dangerous fo r Black. ) 

1 2 .�d l ( 1 2 .fi:a2 \Wb5!  forces the rook  back 
to a l . ) 1 2  . . .  b5 1 3 . h5  lll bc6 1 4. hG g6+± Black is 
hold i ng the kingside together and the plan of 
. . .  a5 and . . .  b4 i s  not easy to meet. 

1 1 . . .lll bc6 1 2.hS 
Now in Oil  - Dokhoian ,  Sverdlovsk 1 987 ,  

Black should have played: 

13  . . .  \Wa4 14.gaz \Wb5 1 5 .it.cl \Wb l 1 6.gbz 
\Wal 17"�,c2 

1 7 .\Wd2 \Wxa3+ 

17 . . .  \Wxa3:f 
White lacks fu l l  compensation for the pawn.  

Conclusion 
This was our fi rst chapter deal ing with the 
7 .\Wg4 0-0 variation .  8 . h4 is a harmless 
s idel ine ,  and Black gets pro mising p lay by 
developing and h i tt ing back wi th a quick .. JG. 
8 .  lll f.3 can be taken s l ight ly more seriously, 
but  Black has a pleasant choice between 
transposing to Chapter 1 9  with 8 . . .  lll bc6 and 
keeping the game i n  i ndependent territory 
with 8 . . .  \Wa5 ! ?  as analysed above. 



8 . . .  fS 
a b c d c f g h 

Move 9 and 10 Sidelines 
Variation Index 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.etJc3 ih4 4.eS cS 5.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 etJe7 7.\Wg4 0-0 8.id3 

s . . . rs 
A) 9.\Wh3 
B) 9.'.Wg3 
C) 9.exf6 :Bxf6 

Cl)  10 .\Wh4 
C2) 10 .'.WhS h6 

C2 1 )  1 1 .h4 
C22) 1 1 .g4 

C22 1 )  1 1 . . .c4 
C222) 1 1 . . .etJ bc6! 

B) n o te 1 0  1 1 .lt'l fJ! ?  

a h c d c f g h  
1 .Lllic4 ! N  

C:2 1 )  a lter 1 L h li  

8 � '.4¥.i. �  * � if�::))�}�,:� 
3 {J 4':} � 
2 ,°'"'' ;,;,'�7 r;JA. •'!':i·· .�;� 
I 'gg L'!i1;.< ·'§!'• <1.J � 

a h c d c f g h  

1 1  . .  .li'Jd? !N 

C22 1 )  aft e r  22 .liJfLj 

1 90 
1 90 
1 9 1  
1 92 
1 92 
1 93 
1 94 
195 
1 96 

a h c d c f g h  
2LliJc6 1N 
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l .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.ltJc3 il,b4 4.eS cS 5.a3 
§bxc3t 6.bxc3 ltJ e7 7.\�g4 0-0 8 .. \kd3 

a b c d e f g h 

Th is is Whi te's most chal lenging move, 
preparing to create ducats on  the ki ngsidc. At 
this poin t  Black can choose between two major  
systems, and I have made the decis ion to analyse 
both of them in the remain ing part of the book. 

8 . . .  ltJ bcG is a major  opt ion which can lead to 
some fascinating pos i t ions .  Coverage of this 
move begins i n  Chapter 1 9  on page 243. 

I n  this and the following th ree chapters, we wil l  
investigate a d ifferent scheme. Some readers 
may prefer one move over the other, whi le 
others may wish to have both options in  their 
reperto i re .  Have a look at  both and make up 
your  own mind .  

8 . . .  fS 
This move has the major  advantage of securing 

some breathing room on  the ki ngside, which 
dramatically reduces the r isk of Black fal l ing 
v ict im to a kingside attack. -111e drawback is  
that ,  fo llowing the l ikely en passant  exchange 
on f6 , the opening of the pos i t ion has the 
potential to benefi t the s ide with the bishop 
pair. Nevertheless, I bel ieve that with careful 
play Black should be able to ach ieve a fu l ly 
acceptable pos i t ion .  

I n  this  chapter we wi l l  s tart  by analys ing the 
queen retreats A) 9.V.¥h3 and B) 9.®g3, before 
beginn ing our d iscussion of C) 9.exf6, which is 
the main l ine  by far. Before that though, here is 
a qu ick summary of some miscel laneous queen 
moves. 

9 .\Wh 5 was played in Lilja - Holste in ,  
Copenhagen 1 993 .  9 . . .  \Wa5 N  l O .:!ll.d2 \Wa4 
Simple, but efficient!  A possible cont inuat ion is 
I L\Wg5 :gf7 1 2 .dxc5 l2Ja6 1 3 .\Wc3 il.d7 1 4 . lll f.3  

with at  least equal chances fo r  Black. 

9 .\Wh4 occurred i n  Ott - Jurek, Wucrttcmbcrg 
1 994, and here i r looks good to p lay: 9 . . .  
Black should not fear  rhc  endgame, so  th i s  is an 
i nte rest ing way to gai n t ime.  I O .\Wxd8 ( I  O .\Wf4 
tWa5 1 1 . .lll.d2 \Wa4= gives Black an easy game. 
Apart from the t luear of . . .  c4 , there is also the 
idea of . . .  b6 fol lowed by . . .  .lll.a6 . )  I O . . .  :gxd8 
I J . l2J f3  b6 1 2 .il,c3 cxd4 1 3 .cxd4 §ba6= B lack 
has good control over the c4-square. 

9 .\Wd 1 
Th is is sol id but also rather passive. Now 
Black does nor have to worry much about any 
attack on the kingside. 

9 . . .  b6 
A typical device to prepare the exchange of 
the l ight-squared b ishops. 

I O .a4! ?N 
Only 1 O .li'Jh3  has been played here, and after 
1 0  . . .  il.aG 1 1 . .lkxaG ltJxaG 1 2 . ltJ fL( \Wd7= B lack 
was fine in Semenov - Konrges , corr. 2009. 

a b c d e f g h 
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1 O . . . �a6 l l .�b5 �xb5  I 2.axb5 \Wd7 I 3 .\We2 
c4 

TI1i s  is the s imp lest route to equal i ty, 
a l though I 3 . . .  Elc8 ! ?  I 4.ltJ f3 cxd4 l 5 .cxd4 
Elc4 is  another i nc e res c ing idea chat deserves 
actenci on .  

I 4 . . lka3 a6  I .�.d6 El:a7  ! 6. bxa6 lU bc6= 
l ncend i n g  . . .  E\fa8 . 

A) 9.\Wh3 

a b c d e f g h 

Quite an unusual  move. Wh i te hopes to use 
che queen for at tack ing pu rposes. 

9 ... Wa5 1 0.�.d2 Wa4 
Black qu ickly creates th reats on the queenside. 

1 1 .dxcS 
I J .ltJ f.? c4 1 2j/.e2 \Wxc2! ? gave Black a heal thy 

extra pawn in Lapshun  - Arenc ib ia  Rodriguez, 
G uelph 2004 . Wh i te has some com pensat ion 
in v iew of  h i s  better developmenc ,  but  B lack's 
pos i t ion  is sol i d .  

l l . . .  LU a6!?N 
1 1 . . .ltJd7= has been p layed i n  several games 

and is also fine  for B lack.  

1 2.We3 
I 2 . . lkxa6 Wxa6 I 3 .lUe2 lU c6 l 4 .\We3 .\kd7 

1 5 .0-0 lUa5 1 6 .E\fl) l  mes gives B lack a 
p leasanc game. 

1 2  • • •  ,g,i.d7 
111 i s  is  the reason for putt ing the kn igh t  on  

a6 rather than  d7 .  

1 3.El:b l 
l 3 . lU f3 1s met by l 3 . . .  E\ac8= i ntend ing 

. . .  LUxc5 .  

14  . . .  h6  1 5.ltJB LUxc5 1 6.0-0 CtJ c6= 

B) 9.Wg3 

a b c d e f g h 

'TI1 is move is pretty rare bur i t  has ach ieved a 
pos i t ive score fo r Wh i te. 
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9 . . .  1.WaS 1 0.�d2 \Wa4 
'l11 is s imple plan is a recurring concept 

which works well in  several l ines .  "D1e threat is 
. . . c4 , winn ing the c2-pawn.  

1 1 . tLi 8!? 
White makes a sacrifice of i t .  

1 1 .;gc l N is passive. P lay continues 1 1 . . .bG 
l 2 .t2Jf3 tLi bc6 when Black is fi ne and White 
must deal with the rl1l'ear to the cl4-pawn . 

l 1 . clxc5 lLiaG l 2 .lLie2 l2:Jxc5 1 3 .0-0 occurred 
in Bernard - Apicel la, Paris 1 989 ,  and here 
Black missed a strong idea: 

1 3  . . .  lLie4! N 1 4 .i1Ne3 ( 1 4  . .  �.xe4 fxe4+) 1 4  . . . f4!  
1 5 .\Wh3 l2:Jg6 1 6 ."\ll.c l lLixe5 1 7 .lllxf4 tLi xd3 
l 8 . ®xd3 j/,d7+ Material is level bur Black's 
better srrucrure gives h im rhe edge. 

1 1 . . .c4 12 . .ll.l,e2 \Wxc2 1 3,;gcl 
1 3 .0-0 f4! 1 4 .\Wg5 t2J bc6 favoured Black in  

Von Nordheim - Wiebe, B inz 1 994 . 

13  . . .  \Wb2! 
Keeping an  eye on rhe rook. 

Afrer rhe inferior l 3 . . .  \Wa4? !  1 4 .�hG! White got 
a dangerous arrack in On ischuk - Zhaclanov, 
Moscow 2009.  

14.0-0 lLi bc6 1 5.;gb l \Wxa3 1 6.;gal \Wb2 
17,;gfcl  \Wb6 

We have been following the game Kiss -
Oprisor, corr. 2008 .  The pos i tion is interest ing 
and nor easy to assess. White certa in ly has 
some compensation,  but  Black's pos it ion 
is rock-sol id and i n  the aforementioned 
correspondence game he eventually managed 
to convert his rwo extra pawns in to a win .  

C) 9.exf6 Ei:xf6 

a b c d e f g h 

From this posi tion Whi te's main continuation 
is 1 O .. lit.g5 , and we wil l  deal with i t  in  the next 
three chapters. In the remaining part of the 
present chapter we will deal with the rare queen 
moves C l )  10.\Wh4 and C2) 1 0.\WhS. 

I O.lll f3 ?  can be instantly refuted by 10 . . .  e5 
1 1 ..il:l.xh?t 1Pxh7 1 2 .\Wh 5 '1" \Pg8 result ing 
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Quieter opt ions give White nothing: 

1 1 .\Wd l is passive and gives B lack an easy 
game. l l . . .lb bc6 1 2 . lb f3 c4 ( 1 2  . . .  1<'J/c7!?) 
l 3 .il.e2 Helm - Kononenko, Germany 2004 . 
Here i t  looks good for Black to play: 

a b c d e g h 

1 3  . . .  1<'J/a5N 1 4 .il.d2 ( 1 4 .\Wd2 \Wa4! blocks 
the a-pawn, thus keeping the bishop on c 1 
passive . )  1 4  . . .  lZJgG! Prevent ing a knight jump 
to  e5 .  1 5 . 0-0 .\kd7 1 6 .:gb l \Wc7= Black has  a 
sol id posit ion,  rich in possib i l i t ies. 

I l . lb f3 has been qui te popular, but i t  is 
harmless. 1 l . . . c4 ( l  l . . .lb bc6 1 2 .0-0 c4 1 3  .. \Jle2 
is the same thing.) 1 2 .il.e2 lb bc6 1 3 .0-0 lb g6 
1 4 .:ge l ( 1 4 .g3 il.d7 1 5  .. \Jld2 was played in  
Aveskulov - Efimenko, Alushta 2002 and here 
I 5 . . .  \Wc7+ gives Black the more harmonious 
pos i t ion . )  1 4  . . . \Wa5 1 5  . .  �d2 

Here instead of  rush ing to put the knight 
on  f4, I would p refer to remain flexible and 
complete development with I 5 . . .  il.d7N 
in tending . . .  :gafS with a comfortable posi t ion 
for Black. 

C21 )  1 1 .h4 

a b c d e f g h 

With this  move White i ntends either il.g5 
or a delayed g4-g5 , but it is all rather s low. I 
only found two examples of this move, both 
involving Stefan Kindermann on Black's s ide. 
Although the German grandmaster won both 
games, I would l ike ro propose an immediate 
deviation .  

l l . . .lbd7!N 
·n1e respective games saw: l 1 . . . c4 ,  Grabert 

Kindermann,  Dortmund 1 993 ;  and 
l ! . . .  lb bc6, Short - Kindermann ,  Garmisch 
Partenkirchen ( rapid) 1 994.  Boch of  those 
moves should be acceptable for Black, but I 
found an especial ly strong idea for Black after 
che text move. 

12.g4 
l 2 .lbf3 does not combine well with Whi te's 

previous move, and after l 2 . . .  c4 l 3 .il.e2 :gfs+ 
in tend ing . . .  lZJ fG Black is s imply better. 

1 2  . . .  eS 1 3.gS 
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a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . . .  e4! 
Black sacri fices an exchange in o rder to seize 

the i n i t iative. 

1 4.gxf6 
1 4 .:�JI Elf7 1 5 .gxh6 l2i f6 1 6 .\M/g5 cxd4 also 

favours Black. 

1 4  . . .  l2ixf6 1 5 .\M/dl 
After 1 5 .\M/e2 exd3 1 6. cxd3 cxd4 1 7. cxd4 

We?+ Black's p iece act iv i ty and safer k ing more 
than compensate for the exchange. 

Another n i ce l i ne  conti nues: 1 5 .\M/e5 exd3 
l 6 .cxd3 \M/a5 1 7  .. ill.d2 

a b e d e f g h 
1 7  . . . . ill.g4! 1 8 . f3 Ele8! l 9. fxg4 ( l  9 .�f2 cxd4+) 
1 9  . . .  l2ic6 20.\M/xe8"!" l2ixe8+ Black is better 
due to Whi te's lack of development and 
coord inat ion problems. 

a b c d e f g h 

1 5  . . .  exd3 1 6.cxd3 cxd4 
1 6  . . .  c4 1 7.dxc4 dxc4 1 8 .\M/e2 is a lso qu i te 

p layable for Black, but  I find the text move 
more convinci ng. 

l 7.cxd4 ,\tl,g4 1 8.f3 .ill.h5� 
Black i s  far ahead in development and has 

excel lent p iece act iv i ty. Moreover, Wh ite has 
serious weaknesses in h i s  pawn structure as 
wel l as a vulnerable k i ng, a l l  of which adds up 
to more than sufficient compensation for the 
exchange. 

C22) l l .g4 

a b c d e f g h 

"Il1 is is the main l i ne, a im ing for a d i rect 
a ttack. We have a l ready encountered a s im i lar  
s i tuat ion i n  the earl ier l i ne  C I ,  occurr ing after 
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1 O .\&h4 h6 l l .g4 .  An important difference 
is that now after a subsequent g4-g5 Whi te's 
queen cannot be attacked by . . .  lll fS . 

I decided to presen t  two contrast ing approaches 
against Whi te's scheme. C22 1 )  l 1 . . .c4 is a 
rel iable option,  but  C222) 1 1 . . .lt'i bc6! is more 
dynamic and would be my personal choice. 

C221 )  1 1 . . .c4 

111 is move aims for  a strategic battle. 

12.gS!? 
Trying to st i r  up some tactics. 

Quieter play does not trouble Black: 
1 2 .ie2 �t7! 

Black has a few other options at his d isposal , 
but the text move is s implest and best .  

1 3 . f4  
White m ust  bui ld h i s  posit ion slowly, s ince 
g4-g5 can always be mer by . . .  g6! .  

1 3  . . .  lll d? l 4 . . \k f3  l&a5 l 5 .lll e2 
White is forced to develop h is pieces in a 
sl ightly c lumsy manner. 

1 2  . . .  g6! 
This is rhe tactical j ustification for Blad('s 

p lay. 

8 :i �.i.;� m•� 7 -· �,,� .. 
6

, "��� ,l�-� � .. . . . .  Y. � . . . .  % s m U i U �v 
4 m • H m � �-��/£ � � � ���l�-���w� 

z-- - - ·, �::-0-� �;y',;,,-}- ·A, , ,,,;. . . . % �'¥"?i �(+® -� ?J:"!V, '¥"? �� � �� ;)'.'LI: .§ /, , , , , Y,  / , , , , , :r. /, , . , , %  %-, , . , , .  

a b c d e f g h 

13 .l&dl 
After 1 3 .l&xh6? Ei:t7 1 4 .ixg6 Ei:g7 1 5  . . �.hS  

�h7  White's bishop was lost in  Firnhaber -
Lehmitz ,  corr. 1 990 .  I ncidentally, Leh mitz 
scored another victory from the same pos i t ion 
in the same correspondence event .  

13 . . .  �f7 14.�.xg6!? 
"l11 is is Whi te's only chance to st ir  up 

trouble .  Both 14 . .\kfl and l 4.�.e2 arc met by 
14 . . .  hS  when Blad('s ki ngside is secure and his  
middlegame prospects arc excel lent .  

I4  . . .  lllxg6 1 5 .l&hS lt'if8 16 .lllh3 

s i_ �.i.� �·� 7 ••• "n"in� 
6 m U i U �I s U U i U HV 
4 m · �� • m 3 � f� m UllJ / . . . /.� '- · · · '--��-% ;w�-� 2 

c zmA �;y'/,'/J&%PJ& �� � � -M 
a b c d e f g h 

1 6  . . .  eS! 
'I11c most practical move, giving up another 

pawn to free B lad('s pos i tion and angl ing for a 
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queen exchange. 'TI1e fol lowing moves are not 
completely forced , but  they are logical and I 
found no major  improvemen t on  ei ther s ide. 

17.gx:h6 1Wf6 1 8.Ei:gl t 'it>h8 1 9.dxeS 1Wf5 
20.Ei:g5 1Wf3 2 1 .1Wxf3 8:xf3 22.tLlf4 

Now i t  is t ime for Black to deviate from the 
game Sp i riev - Kishnev, Budapest 1 99 1 . 

23.ctJxdS ctJe6 
Black's extra p iece looks sl ightly more 

va l uable than Whi te's pawns i n  this endgame. 
Overa l l  1 I . . . c4 seems qu i te viable for Black, but 
I would st i l l  prefer the move presented below. 

C222) l I .  .. ltJbc6! 

a b c d e f g h 

Prepar ing . . .  e5 is a d i rect and dynam ic 
approach , lead ing to sharp play with excel lent 
wi nn i ng chances for  Black. 

1 2.gS 
Whi te p roceeds with h i s  attacking p lan .  This 

certa in ly seems l i ke the pr inc ipled cho ice, and 
has almost always been played . 

The rare 1 2 .ctJe2! ?  is also poss ible ,  when play 
may con t i nue: I 2 . . .  e5 I 3 .dxe5 g6 1 4 .1Wh4 Ei:f7 
1 5 .ctJg3 ctJxe5 1 6  .. l!i.e2 

s !, ·j_� ·�-
%'&'._'/ & - :11if$._ � �/ 7 ?'Iii: • � :�.f .i§. � 6 / /-/ffi?/.;L ·0·� 

5 . �� · �/ • ".@'' • �;,;,· :::._:;i;;;%;;:; .. . . . . .  . 
4 .  - �  ef� � � � 3 W� W� • � - - ·  
2 % ;•�"•f�' . � 
I �Ff'. �· ?f� �-,.; .. ,.;� f9$; Ff' ?'� � ;)Si? � � 

a b c d e f g h 
1 6  . . .  \WdG!?N ( 1 6  . . .  1Wa5 1 7  . .  �d2 VBa4 is also 
perfectly playable, and soon led to equal i ty 
and a d raw in the fol lowi ng game: l 8 . f4 ctJc4 
I 9 .1Wxh6 ctJxd2 20.�xd2 1Wxf4-J- 2 1 .1Wxf4 El:xf4 
22 .Ei:hfl El:xfl 23 .Ei:xfl Y2-Y2 Gongora Reyes -
] .  Anderson ,  emai l  2002.)  1 7 .0-0 ( l 7 .. IJ!,xh6? !  
ti'.h7 is r isky for Whi te . )  1 7  . . .  ti'.f3 1 8  . . �xhG 
.l!l.xg4 1 9 .:gae I ctJ f5 20 .ctJxfS .lhf5 2 J .if4 :gh3 
22.�Vg5 ttJf7 23 .. \llxdG ctJxg5 24 . f)  :ge8 Black 
i s  at l east not worse in this complex endgame. 

a b c d e f g h 
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1 2  . . .  g6 13.\¥!xh6 
I doubr wherher Whire has anyrhing berrer 

rhan raking rhe pawn. 

1 3 .\)ijd l 8:f7 1 4 .gxh6 e5 is excel lenr for  Black. 
One notable game conrinued: l 5 .dxe5 l2J xe5 
! 6  . .ill.e2 

a b c d e f g h 

Th is was Paragua - Barsov, Calvia 2004, and 
here l 6 . . .  d4! N i nrendi ng . . .  \¥f d5  would have 
been tremendous for Black. 

1 3 .\¥!h4 has made a plus score fo r Whire, 
bur  Black should be more rhan okay wirh 
accurate play. 1 3  . .  . lli f5 1 4 .\¥!h3 ( 1 4  . . \llxf5 
ESxf5 l 5 .\¥!xh6 l2J e7 gave Black grear play for a 
pawn in Tischbierek - Vlad imirov, Easr Berl in  
1 989 . )  14 . . .  ESf8 1 5 .gxh6 e5 1 6.\¥!g2 

a b c d e f g h 

1 6  . . .  @h?!N ( 1 6  . . .  \¥!e8 has been played a few 
rimes, bur  is less convincing due ro l 7.dxc5 . )  
1 7 .dxc5 ( 1 7 .dxe5 l2Jxe5 gives Black a serious 
in i r iative.) l 7 . . .  e4 1 8  .. '?J.e2 \¥ff6t 

a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . . .  8:f7 1 4  . .ill,xg6 8:g7 1 5  . .ill,d3 e5 
Black can also force an easy draw as i n  rhe 

fol lowing game: 1 5  . . .  c4 1 6 .«�.e2 :!'l:h7 1 7 .\¥ff6 
8:f7 l 8 .iVh6 Y2-Y2 Pecoric - Loegler, email  
200 1 .  

1 6.dxc5 
In rhe few games in  which rh is posi t ion was 

reached, Whire has mainly played : 
1 6.dxe5 ?  

'Ih is al ready seems ro  be a final error, s ince 
ir opens up rhe cenrre and leaves rhe king 
on e 1 exposed . 

1 6  . . .  l2J xe5 1 7 .\Wh4 

a b c d c f g h 

1 7  . . .  l2J xd3"l" !N  
'fh is novel ry seems ro be  rhe  mos r  accurare. 
Once rhe l igh r-squared bishop d isappears, 
Whi re's king will be exrremely vulnerable. 
I will also presem my analysis of l 7 . . .  l2J f5 ,  as 
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th is move is also p retty strong. l 8 .i�f4 Th is 
posit ion occurred i n  David - Kinderman n ,  
Frankfurt 1 998 .  A l though Whi te won this 
game, i t  was defln i tely not because of the 
openi ng. Best to me seems: l 8 . . .  lt:Jxd3"!"N 
1 9 .cxd3 E\e?t 

a h c d e f g h 

20 .lt:Je2 (20.�fl d4! An important move 
to restrict the movement of Whi te's p ieces. 
2 1 .c4 lt:Je3"!" ! 22 .Sl.xe3 [22 . fxe3 E\f7-+l 
22 . . .  dxe3 23.�g2 1!Hxd3 24.lt:J C3 e2-+ There 
is not much that Wh i te can do against  the 
upcoming attack with . . . . �d7-c6 and . . .  E\f8 . )  
20 . . .  d4 !  2 l . c4 mrb6+ Black dominates the 
pos i t ion with h is wel l -placed p ieces, whi le 
the material imbalance is not relevant at the 
moment .  

l 8 .cxd3 lt:Jg6 l 9 .mrg3 d4+ 
I nt ending . . .  E\e?t when the k ing hunt is on.  
I ron ical ly, Whi te's extra ki ngside pawns are 
more of a h ind rance than an advantage, as 
Black can use them as a sh ie ld for h i s  own 
ki ng. A poss ib le conti nuat ion is: 

a h c d e f g h 

20.h4 Ele?t 2 1 .�fl .�.f5 22 .h5  lt:Je5 23 .g6 
23 .c4 mrb6 makes way for the second rook, 
and after 24.g6 .\kxd3'1' 25 .�g2 E\f8 White is 
i n  trouble .  

23 . . .  mrds 24 .f3  dxc3+ 

Let's return to l 6 .dxc5 ,  which is Whi te's best 
chance to reach a playable  pos i t ion .  

a b c d e f g h 

16  . . .  mras 17 .. �.bz 
l 7 . . \1.l,d2 i�xc5t looks p leasant for Black. 

17 . . .  e4 18 .. �fl mrxc5 19 .mrh4 e3!? 
"01e more relaxed l 9 . . . . \lt.e6 i ntend ing . . .  E\f8 

also offers Black excel lent compensation .  

20.f3?! 
Th is looks far too passive. 
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20.0-0-0N is better, when play conti nues: 
20 . . .  exf2 2 1 .llih3 \We3"j" 22.i'l:d2 (22.<J?b 1 ?  
\WO+) 

a b c d e f g h 

At this point  Black can and p robably should 
take an immediate draw with 22 . . .  \We l "!" = .  
he is desperate ro play for a w in  he can try 
22 . . .  �,xh3,  bur afrer 23 .\Wxh3 \We U 24.El:d 1 
El:xg5 25 Jll,g2 W/e5 26.<JJb 1 rhc pos i t ion seems 
to be s l igh tly more dangerous for Black.) 

20 . . .  lli fS 2 1 .'V'JhS 
2 l .\Wf4 e2! 22 .llixe2 l2'le3t 

8 Am.t.m m�m 
1 W.f .t. � �· t� 
6 L. %m.1.a�• 'a 
s m � 1. m1J1�°i¥ 
4 �., , ... ,. 3 W� W� - 8 �  
2 ' 'V8'�' ,_.ffJ '11 3--�f�tl, 

a b c d e f g h 

2 1 . . .. �,d? 22.0-0-0 llieS 23.g6 El:c8i 
Black had a promis ing posi t ion in Nierobisz 

- Sivic,  corr. 2008 .  

Conclusion 
We have completed rhe first leg of our journey 
in to rhe popular 8Jll.d3 f5 l i nes. 1he sl ightly 
unusual queen moves 9.\Wh3 and 9 .'1Wg3 
should not be underest imated , bur i t  is nor 
without reason rhar 9 .exfG is rhe main l ine by 
far; what could be more natura l  than clearing 
space for Whi te's unopposed dark-squared 
bishop? After rhe automatic reply 9 . . .  El:xf6, 
we considered rhe rwo sidel ines 1 O .\'t/h4 
and 1 O.\Wh5 .  After the standard reply of 
I O . . .  h6, i t  is worth paying close attent ion to the 
aggress ive plan of g4-g5 , by which Whi te tries 
to use h is  g-pawn as a battering ram to open 
the kingside. However, the plan carries obvious 
risks as White is beh ind in development wi th 
h is king in  rhe centre, and we have seen that 
Black has enough count eranacking resources 
to rum the tables and seize the i n i t iat ive i n  
many l ines. 



8 . . .  fS 
1 1 .tlJf3 and 1 1 .�h4 

Variation Index 

s i. .ill .t � . . <�Vi 
7 ;l; ' .<; ill i. ;1, .t. 
6 ;\j · · · · ·.• • '. 
s . l; i c  L�> 
4 ·� /Yi;\ 
2 '.·. A>.•. A A "LY: 0 (0 

.@ fil �  
a h c d c f g h  

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.ctJc3 ib4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 'Lle7 
7.°1Wg4 0-0 s.id3 f5 9.exf6 �xf6 10.ig5 

A) 1 1 .'Ll f3 
Al)  1 1  . . .  e5 
A2) 1 1 . . .  'Ll bc6 

B) 1 1 .°1Wh4 h6 
B I )  12 .ctJf3 'Ll bc6 

B l l )  13.0-0 
B 1 2) 13.ixe7 

B2) 1 2.ixe7 �xe7 
B2 1 )  13 .ctJe2 
B22) 13 .'Llf3 

A 1 )  a Il e r  1 7.'WD 

8 

1 0  . . .  �1:7 

7 '; ' 
6 
5 
4 
3 [!, 
2 
I �  

a b c d c f g h  

1 7  . . .  Dxc'i ! N  

6 
5 

2 

a b c d c f g h  

2.1 . .  Y:'fd3!N 

B 1 1 )  n ot e  to 1 4  . .  W.xe 7 

20 1 
202 
203 
205 
205 
205 
206 
207 
207 
208 

a b c d c f g h  

! 8  . . .  \\:i i7 !N 
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l .c4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.l2k3 .\ll.b4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 
.\11.xc3t 6.hxc3 l/"Jc7 7.1Wg4 0-0 8 . . \11,d3 f5 
9.cxf6 8'.xf6 1 0.il.g5 

This developing move is the main  l i ne by far, 
and is clearly the most logical , at least when 
you have ascerta i ned rhat  I O . . .  c5 ? !  is nor  a 
satisfactory reply. ( I  won't go into detai ls here ,  
but  take my word for i t . )  

10  .. J:H7 
From this  pos i t ion Wh i te's most i m portant 

option is l l .1Wh5 ,  which you can fi nd in 
the next rwo chapters. "[he p resent chapter 
wil l  deal wi rh two s igni ficant s idel i nes in 
A) l l .CLJ f3 and B) l 1 .1Wh4. 

Here arc a couple of  t ru ly m i nor  a l ternatives: 

l l .1Wg3 nei ther develops a p iece nor threatens 
anyth ing,  and Black eas i ly  gets a co mfortable 
game: 1 1 . . . l/"J bcG 1 2 .ct:Jf3 c4 1 3 .il!'.c2 t'4'a5 
1 4 .. \11.d.2 Cl'i f5 I 5 .illfh3 Murawski - Klementys, 
Byro m 1 99 5 .  Here Black could have secured 
an edge with :  

a b c d c f g h 

I 5 . . J�e7 ! N  Sidestepp ing any l/"J g5 attacks 
and threaten ing . . .  c 5 .  1 6 . l/"Jc5  Cl'i xc5 I 7 .dxc5 
8'.f7+ Black has a pos i t ional  advan tage with a 
considerably better pawn structu re. 

I 1 . .  lil.xe7? !  !'3xe7 on ly  helps B lack. Not on ly has 
Whi te rel i nqu ished the bishop pair, but the 
. . .  c5  push is also hard to prevent .  I 2 .YYh4 g6 

1 3 . Cl'i f3  ( 1 3 .dxc5N c5t) Now i n  Br i ro Broche 
- Llorcnte Galardy, Cuba 1 997 ,  Black should 
have proceeded with :  

a b c d e g h 
I 3 . . . e5 !N l 4 .dxc5 8'.xe5 '1' I 5 .�d2 1Wxh4 
I 6 .Cl'i xh4 c4 l 7 . Cl'i f3  8'.e8 1 8 .gae I !  §'.f8! I 9 .il!'.c2 
l/"J a6 Black has sl igh tly better chances due to 
his superior pawn structure.  111e ' French 
bishop' may be bad, but  Whi te's b ishop is also 
restr icted by Black's pawn chain on the l igh t  
squares. 

A) l l .Cl'if3 

a b c d e f g h 

"lh is move inv i tes compl icat ions .  Black 
has the option rn win mater ia l ,  but i n  re tu rn  

White obtains ful l  compensat io n .  I wi l l  offer 
my analys i s  of  the sharp Al)  l 1 . . .e5 fol lowed 

by the more pos i tional  A2) l L..l?'Jbc6 . 
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Al)  l l . . .e5 

"D1 i s  sharp move fo rces Wh i te to sacr ifice a 
p iece. 

1 2.:�.xh7t! 'ttixh7 13 .Wfh4t 
l 3 .Wfh 5 "1" also leads to i n terest ing 

compl i cat ions .  1 3  . . .  �gS 1 4 .lllxe5 �f5 !  ll1e 
on ly  move. l 5 .g4 �xg5 l 6.1�xg5 cxd4 1 7 .cxd4 
( 1 7 .0-0N lll ec6 I 8 .1t�xd8i" lll xd8 I 9 .cxd4 
l,<j bc6 is also about  equal . )  Now in M i lde  -
Koch , emai l  200 5 ,  B lack should have played : 

a b c d e f g h 
1 7  . . . lll bc6N I 8 .lll xc6 lll xc6 l 9 .Wfxd 8 "!" lll xd8 
We have reached an i nt e rest ing en dgame with 
rook and two pawns versus two m i nor  p i eces . 
I would  eval uate the pos i t ion as dynamical ly 
eq ual ,  but  c learly i t  i s  unbalanced enough to 

enable ei ther s ide to p lay for a w in .  

13  . . .  �g8 14.lllxe5 

14  .. .\�e8! 
An i mportant  move. 

1 5.0-0 
Now Black has to act carefu l ly, as any step i n  

the  wrong d i rect ion can  be fata l .  

15 . . .  lllfS! 
I 5 . . .  lll bc6 ! 6.ttJxf7 Wfxf7 I 7 .. W.xe7 Vffxe7 

1 8 .1/I.ixe7 ttJ xe7 occu rred i n  Van Wi l l igen -
Liebert, ema i l  2006, and now I 9 .dxc5N::!; 
looks good for  Wh i te .  The rook and pawns 
tends to be stro nger than the two m i no r  p ieces 
towards the  endgame. 

I 5 . . . �f5 ?N is unsat i sfactory: 1 6 .g4 �xe5 
1 7 .dxe5 tLl g6 1 8 .1�h 5  1�e6 l 9.h3 and with f2-
f4 coming  next, Black is undc'.r pressure. 

1 6.Wfh5 �e7 17.Wff3 

1 7  . . .  �c7 
'Th is  move seems j ust about  playable, but i t  
i s  r i sk ier a n d  wou ld  n o t  b e  my choice.  

1 8 .E':fe l !N 
I n  Heymann - Hausmann ,  Hal le 1 996, 
Wh i te elected to put  the queen's rook on 
th i s  square,  but  I th ink he shou ld keep the 
opt ion of  deploy ing that p iece on b I or  d 1 .  



Chaprer 1 6 - l 1 .lli f3 and l 1 .Wfh4 203 

l 8 . . .  lli c6 
\ 8  . . . . 'ibe6 l 9 .lL'ld3 Wf7 20 . lL\ f4i 

l 9 .Wxd5 ·! �,e6 20.\�e4 cxd4 
After 20 . . . . �c8 2 1 .Wd3 (2 1 .W/d5 '!" = repeats) 
White has a three pawns and a strong 
i n i t iative for the sacr ificed p iece. 

2 1 .  lL'l f3 dxc3 

a b c d c f g h 
22 .h3 !  

Avoid ing tricks on the  firs t  rank.  
22 . . .  b5 23.Wxe6"!" Wxe6 24.:gxe6 lL'lcd4 
2S .lL'lxd4 lli xd4 26.:ge4 lli xc2 27.:ga2 llixa3 
28 .:gxa3 aS 29.iifl t 

Black can probably hold this rather s trange 
endgame, but there is s t i l l  a bit of work to do. 

1 8.dxeS �e6= 

Black has two minor  pieces for a rook and 
rwo pawns. 'The material balance and pos i tional 

factors make me evaluate the posmon as 
roughly equal ,  although clearly we arc a long 
way from a draw. 

A2) l 1 .  .. lli bc6 

With this move the game rakes a more 
strategic course. From here there have been 
several hundred games and many d ifferent 
move orders ,  but Black has a sound pos i t ion and 
can most ly rely on  pos i tional understanding. 

1 2.�.xe7 
The main cont inuat ion.  By exchanging at 

this moment, White forces the enemy rook to 
a pass ive pos i t ion .  I f  he tries to do without the 
exchange then Black wi l l  activate the knight ,  
typical ly by means of . . .  WaS and . . .  lLl fS ,  
as shown in  the latter o f  the following two 
a l ternatives: 

l 2 .�.Vh4 h6 transposes to variat ion B 1 below. 

l 2.Wh5 g6 l 3.Wh4 c4 l 4 . .  �.e2 Was l S .�d2 
lli fS 1 6 .WgS �d7 transposes to a l i ne 
considered later under the move order 1 1 .WhS 
g6 1 2 .Wh4 Was 13  . .\kd2 c4 14  . .lke2 lli fS 
1 S .Wg5 lli c6 1 6 . lli f3 �.d7 - see variat ion A2 
of  Chapter 1 7  on page 2 1 3 . 

1 2  . . .  :gxe7 1 3.�fh4 
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s i. �,� .i.� R•R 7 .T�,, ,��'r�T 
6 , 'ula.01 'n 
5 � •r� m 4 Bw' 'w��-�'S m �B� m ;; ,; 3 �  ��-�-
2 R 8 R  � 8 � C"� � �[� S r� � �� m� 

a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . . .  h6 
l 3 ,  . .  g6 seems unnatural as it fu rther restricts 

the ' J�rench bishop' , but it offers Black a so l id  
game and i n  p ract i ce h is resu l ts have been 
fi ne .  The fol lowing cont in uat ion is logical and 
has been repeated in severa l games : 1 4 .0-0 
c4 1 5 .�e2 <�.d7 1 6 .Ei:fe l IWfS 1 7 .�d l 1:l:ae8 
(Another idea is  l 7 . . .  <;i;>g7 ! ?  i n tend ing l 8 .lDe5 
ll.lxe5 l 9 .1:'l:xe5 �ff6 with equal i ty. ) 

14.0-0 c4 1 5.�g6 
l 5 . . \ke2 �d7 gives Wh i te noth i ng, and h i s  

own b i shop is start i ng  to  look j ust as  bad as 
B lack's .  

1 5  • . . . �.d? 1 6.Ei:feU ke8 17 . .\he8 \Wxe8 1 8.lDeS 
lDxeS 1 9.1:l:xe5 

We have reached a s l ightly unusual s i tuation 
with only the major p ieces remai n i ng on the 
board . Black has an obvious weakness on e6, 
but this can be defended without too much 
d i fficul ty. Pe rhaps more importantly, Black 
is nor l i m i ted to defend ing and ca n also 
create counrerplay aga i nst Whi te's vul nerable 
queenside pawns.  

19 . . .  \�Vd? 20.1:'l:ael  1:l:ae8 
20 . . .  Ei:fS? wou ld  be a good move were it not 

fo r  the tr ick 2 l .2'.xd5 ! .  

2 1 .f4 
Th is is the most d i rect attempt to put  

p ressure on  Black's pos i t ion .  

21 . . .iVa4! 22.fS Wixc2 23.V�g3 
We have been fol lowing the game Ba lashov 

- Gunawan ,  M i nsk 1 986 .  Here a rel iab l e route 

to equal i ty would have been : 

24 . . .  ®xg3 25.hxg3 Ei:d8 26.g4 2'.d6 27.©f2 
g6 28. )f.;>g3 ©g7 = 

Black wi l l  p lay . . st>f6 next, and Wh i te wi l l  
b e  forced t o  repeat moves wi th ):l;fl 'f fol lowed 
by 2'.fe 1 .  
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B) l l.\W h4 

This is the second most popular move after 
1 J .\Wh5 .  I t  has some i ndependent ideas, bur  
overal l  i t  does not compare favourably from 
Whi te's po int of view. 

l l  . . .  h6 
-[h i s  is the d ifference: Black is  not obl iged to 

weaken his l ight squares with . . .  gG. From here 
White can consider both Bl )  1 2.lll f3 and B2) 
1 2  • .  @,xe7. 

B l )  1 2.lllf3 

White can rely on this ind i rect ddence, s i nce 
raki ng the b ishop would be too dangerous at 
the present moment.  

1 2  . . . lllbc6 
Black cont inues developing. Now . . .  hxg5 

starrs to become a more real ist ic prospect, as 
shown in some of the fol lowing notes. White 
has tried many d ifterent moves here but  the 
two main ones are B l l )  13.0-0 and B l 2) 
1 3  •. IJl.xe7. 

Here are a couple of examples of  inferior 
alternat ives: 

has an active posi t ion and controls the central 
squares e4 and e5 .  

l 3 .\Mfh5 ? ! hxg5 l 4 .lll xg5 
1 4 .iWh?tN c;tif8 I 5 .lll xg5 cxd4 favours Black. 
1 4  . .\Jl.h?tN mf8 I 5 .lll xg5 l'!f6 l 6  . .\Jl,d3 lllg8 
1 7 .0-0 c4 1 8 .lll hlt me7 1 9  . . �»gG md6+ 
Black's king will find safety on the queenside 
and his material p lus gives him an edge . 

B l l )  1 3.0-0 

For the moment Whi te is maintain ing  the 

I 3 . . \Jl.d2? !  c4 J 4 .if.e2 \Wc7 1 5 . 0-0 lll f5 l 6.\Wh5 ind i rect ddence of the bishop, but Black's next 

.ill.d7+ Dul ic  - Kovacevic, Pula 20 I O .  Black move forces a resolut ion.  
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1 3  . . . c4 l 4 .. \ll,xe7 
To l eave the b ishop hangi ng for a moment 

longer wou ld be push i ng Wh i te's l uck too far, 
as the fol lowing l i nes demonstrate. 

1 4  .. \kg6? gxf3 I 5 . gxf3 hxg5 gives Wh i te 
nothing, for instance 1 6 .'Whlt 'tt> f8 1 7 .'WhS'I' 
lt:Jg8 1 8 .ii'.h7 E. Pedersen - Hyldkrog, 
Denmark I 984 .  Black has more than one 
strong conti nuat ion here, bur  the most  
convi nc ing is :  

1 4 .i/,e2? !N hxg5 ( I  4 . . .  'Wc7 1 5 .�xe7 :9'.xe7 is 
equal , bur Black can do better. )  1 5 .l2ixg5 g6 
1 6 .lt:Jxf7 mxf7 1 7 .'Wh?i' mf6 

a b c d e f g h 
1 8  .. �g4 .\ll,d7 1 9 .'Wh3 'Wh8 20.�Vg3 lt:J f5+ 

14 . . .  'Wxe7 

I S  . . .  gxe7 1 6.§>,g6 .�.d7= 
Gal lagher - Hertneck, Kecskemet 1 990.  

Black has solved h i s  open ing problems and 
can look forward to a comfortable endgame. 
His  on ly weakness i s  the e6-pawn,  which can 
eas i ly be defended. One promis ing idea is to 
br ing the king to d6, and there i s  a lways the 
poss ib i l i ty of counterplay aga inst  Whi te's weak 
queenside pawns. 

B l 2) 13 • .  \lxe7 'Wxe7 
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"Il1 is time White hopes to p rofit  from 
immediate exchanges. 

1 4.iWxe7 
1 4 .iWg3 c4 1 5  .. �g6 m6 1 6 .0-0 �d7 gives 

Black a comfortable version of  what has , 
by now, become a fam il iar  type of  posit ion . 
As usual,  the backward pawn on e6 is not  a 
big problem and is balanced out by Whi te's 
queenside weaknesses. 

14  . . .  :B:xe7 1 5.dxc5!? 
1 5 .0-0 e5  gives White nothing, for  i ns tance: 

1 6.Cll xe5 lLi xe5 1 7 .dxc5 :B:xe5 1 8 . f4 ( 1 8 .:B:fc l 
:B:xe U 1 9  .:B:xe l W f7  = Gosic - Dumic ,  Sombor 
2009.)  l 8 . . .  ge6= Vcrrongen - Duplenko, corr. 
20 1 1 . 

1 5  . . .  e5 
Black's better structure fully compensates for 

the  pawn deficit .  

1 6.�b5 
1 6.ctJd2 c4 1 7  . .  skb5 lt:Je5  1 8 .0-0 ( 1 8 .ctJb3 

�.g4) 1 8  . . .  �e6 1 9 .:B:ae l :B:c8+ Passerorr i  -
Bukal, Rome 1 9 8 5 .  Black is close to restoring 
material equal i ty whi le keeping a posi t ional 
advantage. 

16  . . .  �.g4 17.ctJd2 :B:c8 1 8.t2Jb3 lLib8! 19.h3 
�.e6 

This equal izes clean ly, al though 1 9  . . . . \11.d? ! ?  is 
also qu i te acceptable. 

20.0-0-0 a6 2L:iil.a4 
Forced, as the bishop needs to be ready to 

el im inate the knight when it arrives on d7. 

a b c d e f g h 

2 1 .  . .  :B:fS! 22.lt:Ja5! 
White docs not have t ime to defend the 

f-pawn as . . .  :B:f4 is  a p roblem. 

22 . . .  gcS 23.ctJb3 
1/2-1/i 

Simmel ink - D. Myers, emai l  2004. 

B2) 12 .. l!l.xe7 :B:xe7 

The immed iate exchange has been Whi te's 
most popular choice, although it has the 
d isadvantage of  setting up a quick . . .  c5  break 
for Black. White needs to catch up on  kingside 
development, so i t  is no surprise that h is main 
choices have been B2 1 )  1 3.ctJe2 and B22) 
1 3.ctJf3. 

B2 1 )  1 3.lt:Je2 lt:Jc6 
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1 4.f4 
Th is has been Wh i te's usual choice, 

attempt ing to secure a k i ngside c lamp.  

1 4 .0-0 al lows Black to choose between a so l id 
and a dynamic  opt ion :  

a) -n1e straightforward path is 1 4  . . .  c4 
I 5 . . \ll,g6 .\ll,d7 1 6 . f4 .\ll,e8= as seen i n  Almasi -
farago , Hungary 1 993 .  Black has equal p lay i n  
a typi cal pawn structure for t h i s  l i ne .  

b) l 4 . . .  e5 ! ?  leads to i nte rest ing comp l ications 
which should resu l t  in equal i ty, as shown i n  
the fol lowing correspondence game: 1 5 .dxc5 
( 1 5 .dxe5 lli xe5=  Erashchenkov - Skorchenko, 
Krasnodar 2003 . )  l 5 . . .  1Wa5 1 6 .c4 e4 

14 . . .  1Wd6 1 5.1Wg3 
Threaten ing  1Wg6 , so B lack responds with 

the usual blocking strategy. 

By the way, attempt ing to prevent  B lack's next 
move with 1 5 .dxc5 ?  1Wxc5 l 6.1Wg3 ? would 
lead to serious problems for Wh i te after 
! 6  . . .  e5 !+ .  

1 5  . . .  c4 1 6  . .\ll,g6 .lkd7 1 7.0-0 .�e8= 
Gunn laugsson - Johnston ,  emai l  2003 . 

Black has fol lowed the usual formula ,  and 
after exchanging the l igh t-squared bishops he 
has few problems. 

B22) 1 3 .llif3 

s A �.i.� ��� 7 •"•• "��.� 6 ' ,.� •• ,. '• 
s m%0� lm 0�% /,  
4 �. '•���NI 3 -�•tdm' ' 
2 m b m � b � � " �  � /'D/1 m �� � � �:n 

a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . • .  eS!? 
Exposi ng  the drawback of Whi te's move 

order. 'fh is is a straightforward route to 
equa l i ty, a l though I might  also ment ion that 
1 3  . . .  llic6 1 4 .0-0 c4 l 5 .ig6 .\ll.d7 leads to 

thematic posi t ions with equal chances. 

14.dxeS :§'.xe5t 1 5.Wd2 1Wxh4 1 6.llixh4 llic6 
17.f4 

1 7 .:§:he I .\ll.d7 was a lso equal i n  Markovic -
Drasko, U lc in j  1 998 .  

17 . . .  :§:eS 1 8.:§:hel 
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Another game continued l 8 . .  \li,g6 :§fS Conclusion 
1 9 .:§ae 1 !d7 20 .f5 :§ad8 with equali ty, 
Kovacevic - Drasko , Panormo 1 998 .  This chapter has featured several i ns tances of  

the  blocked pawn structure aris ing after Black 
plays . . .  c4 . We have seen one vers ion of this 
s tructure wi th only heavy pieces on the board, 
and others with a knight and/or a bishop 
for each side. The general verdict is the same 
everywhere: Black should not have too m uch 
trouble defending his one weakness on e6, and 
Whi te's damaged queenside structure gives 
the second player prospects for counrerplay, 
ensuring rhar White wi l l  nor have everything 
his own way. 

We saw some other l ines where Black was 
able ro free his pos i t ion with an early . . .  e5 
break and,  where c i rcumstances permit ,  this 
should also be considered as a viable equal izing 
method. 



8 . . .  fS 
a b c d c f g h  

1 1 . �hS g6 - Introduction 

Variation Index 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3 .lDc3 ib4 4.eS cS S.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 lDe7 
7JWg4 0-0 s.id3 f5 9.exf6 :El:xf6 10.igS :E!:f7 1 1 .Whs 

1 1  . . .  g6 

A) 1 2.'1Nh4 Was 13  . .id2 c4 I 4.ie2 lD f5  I S .'1NgS lD c6 
Al)  1 6.h4?!N 
A2) 1 6.lDf3 

B) 1 2.WdI lD bc6 13 .lDf3 
B I )  1 3  . . .  Was 
B2) 1 3  . . .  Wfs 

A2) note to I 7.g4 ? !  A2) after 23 . f3 B2) afrcr 22 . . .  li:l f5 

2 1 1 
2 1 2  
2 1 3  
2 1 6  
2 1 6  
2 1 9  

a b c d c f g h  a b c d c f g h  a h c d c f g h  

1 8  . . .  d4!N 23 . . .  d4 !N 23 . .  �.g4 ! 
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l .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.lll c3 ;�.b4 4.eS cS 5.a3 
ixc3t 6.bxc3 llle7 7.\Wg4 0-0 8.id3 f5 
9.exf6 );1.xf6 10.igS );1.f7 1 1 .\WhS 

a b c d e f g h 

l l . . .  g6 
From Whi te's point  of view, one of the main 

advantages of  hav ing the queen on h 5  instead 
of h4 is that 1 1 . . .h6? !  becomes too risky. A key 
point  is revealed after 1 2 .l2Jf3 lll bc6 1 3 .�,h?·j· ! 
when the queen's posi t ion is of paramount 
importance. 

After the text move Whi te must decide where 
ro put  h is queen ,  and the fi rst  part of the 
chapter will deal with the sidel ine  A) 1 2.\Wh4. 
�ll1e second part wi l l  i n troduce B) 1 2.\Wd l ,  
which i s  by fa r  the most popular move and 
can be considered White's most challenging 
response to our repertoire. 

Let us br ieAy deal with one other minor 
s idel ine:  
1 2 .\Wh6 

Accord ing to my database this has been 
played i n  just three games out of  almost  a 
thousand .  

1 2  . . .  \Wc7 !N 
1 2  . . .  \Wa5  1 3 .i/,d2 c4  l 4.�,e2 lll f5 I 5 .\Wg5 
transposes to variation A below, but my new 
idea is more accurate. 

a b c d e f g h 
l 3 .5il.xe7 

111 is seems l i ke the best try. 
After 1 3 .l2Jf3? !  cxd4 1 4 .0-0 dxc3 1 5  .. �h4 
( 1 5  .me I l!J bc6+) 1 5  . . .  e5 ! 6.�.g3 :slxf3 
l 7 .gxf3 l2J bc6 Black's two extra pawns and 
dominant centre cou nt I-or m uch more than 
the exchange. 

l 3 . . .  :slxe7 l 4.h4 c4 l 5 .�,e2 e5 i 6 .h5  if5+ 
Black is wel l developed and controls the centre. 

A) 12 .\Wh4 

s i_ �j_� ��� 7 •.t.• "�f.T 
6 " ,. � ..... :. s � r.l i m g 
4 

�� . . . . .  "w·� �-""""tlJ 
0 "  tl0/Jj·[j· J 

� f[j·�·[j·�· �� m = •It 
a b c d e f g h 

1 2  . . .  \Wa5 
Black unpins  the knight while creating a 

threat of h is own . 

13 .id2 
1 3 .il.xe7? \Wxc3 "1" 1 4 .<;t>e2 lll c6! was a disaster 

for Wh i te in Von thro n  - O rtmann,  Germany 
2008 .  
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l 3 .lll e2?!  is also i naccurate;  the d3-bishop is  
left short of squares, forc ing Whi te to make an 
undes i rable pawn exchange on the next move: 
1 3  . . .  lll bc6 1 4 .dxc5 c5 1 5 . f3 '1Wxc5 1 6 .gb l 
lt"J f5 l 7 .'1Wf2 '1Wxf2·1· I 8 .�xf2 lll d6+ B lack had 
the more harmonious pos i t ion i n  Bicrwisch -
Uhlmann ,  Bad Licbcnze l l  1 996.  

a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . . .  c4 14  .. �e2 lll f5 15 .'1Wg5 lll c6 
·rhcsc moves are a l l  standard and requ i re no 

explanation .  At th is  po int ,  however, it is worrh 
consider i ng a couple of opt ions for Whi te, 
begi n n i ng with the d i rect Al)  1 6.h4?!N before 
movi ng on to the standard A2) 1 6.lllf.3 .  

Al)  16.h4?!N 

a b c d e f g h 

ll1 is m ight look s l ightly scary for  B lack, but  
there a re good defens ive resou rces . 

1 6  .. . .  \f?,d7! 17.h5?? 
Th is  seemingly natura l  fol low-up i s  actua l ly 

a fata l  error. 

The lesser evi l is l 7.lll f3 ,  transpos ing  to 1 7 .h4? !  
i n  the notes ro Whi te's 1 7th move in  l i ne A2 
below. 

17 . . .  h6! 
·n1 i s  tactical defence refutes Wh i te's concept .  

18 .'\Wf4 
1 8 .'1Wxg6·1· ? gg7 l 9 .'1Wf6 :sf8 wins the queen . 

l 8 .'1Wg4 is also hopeless, as after 1 8  . . .  g5 the 
s imple threat of . . .  c 5  can not  be prevented. The 
awkward pos i t ion of Wh i te's queen wi l l  soon 
force res ignat ion .  

18 . . .  g5 1 9.'1Wh2 e5 20.dxe5 
Alternatives arc no better, for i nstance :  

20.lll f3 cxd4 2 1 .cxd4 c3 22 . . \f?,e3 g4 23.lll e5 
0"Jxe5 24.dxe5 

24 . . .  g3 ! 2 5 .V¥h3 d4-+ 

20 .. . i:!eS 
Black dominates the pos i t ion and has a won 

game. Here are a couple of i nstru ctive l i nes. 
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a b c d e f g h 

2I.ll:.\f3 
2 l .g4 l2:ig7 22 .'Wg3 l2lxe5 23 .�fl ®b6-+ 

might hold on a bit longer, but is not enough 
ro save the game. 

2 1 . . .g4 22.l2lh4 g3 23.fxg3 l2le3! 24.:gcl 
l2lxe5-+ 

Followed by . . .  l2l 5g4 with carnage. 

A2) 1 6.l2lf3 

s ;i m.i.m -�-
7 � · - H.im i 6 ; ,B:•�;�,B : �n!r�•IJ•n 
3 �  � HttJH 
2 � 8 ��� 8 �  

�- - - i,
�

�'"' ' '"�/,. '�/ · · · · "�" · · · · "  r� m � • �  
a b c d e f g h 

Having seen that the d i rect attack backfi res 
on White, it is obvious that this developing 
move is needed. 

1 6  . . .. �.d7 
Black has more or less completed 

development and has firm control in the 

centre. The knight can j ump via d6 ro e4 and, 
i f  necessary, the queen can retreat to d8 co 

pro tect the king. 

17.g4?! 
Not for the fi rst t ime,  a show of ki ngside 

aggress ion mrns our to be more dangerous for 
Wh ite than fo r Black. Nevertheless, i t  has been 
White's most popular choice, and it leads to 
some i nterest ing compl ications so I wi l l  keep 
it as the main l ine. 

Before exploring this move any further, I wil l  
present a few other poss ib i l i t ies. 

l 7 . h4? !  can be compared with the earl ier 
variation A I .  Here thi ngs arc nor completely 
d isastrous for White,  but Black is s t i l l  wel l  
p laced ro  deal w i th  any  threats on the  kingside.  
Afccr 17 . . .  :gafS+ I al ready prefer Black. l 8 . h 5  
h 6  l 9 .'Wg4 g5  20 .l2le5 l2:ixc5 2 l .dxe5 

l 7 .l2le5? !  l2l xe5 1 8 .dxc5 is a b i t  prcmamre 
from Whi te's point  of view. Now i n  Gdanski 
- McDonald, Gron ingen 1 986,  B lack missed 
a n ice idea: 
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a b c d e f g h 
I 8 . . .  d4!N I 9 .cxd4 c3 20 .. \ke3 ,lil,b5  2 1 .\ltig4 
lll xe3 22 . fxe3 ;gaf8t Whi te is a pawn up fo r  
the moment ,  b u t  where is he go ing t o  put  h i s  
k i ng? 

1 7 . 0-0 is the s imp lest and probably best move, 
bm the fol lowing game shows a s i mple and 
d i rect path to equa l ity. 1 7  . . .  lll dG I 8 .lll e5 lll e4 
1 9 .lll xcG ( 1 9 .1<�e3 lll xe5 20 .dxe5 Sl?.a4+ Ros ino  
- Norman ,  Courmayeur 20 1 1 . ) 1 9  . . .  .llxcG 
20 .\ltie3 ;ge8 2 I .�.f3 e5 22 . . '<kxe4 dxe4 23 .a4 
\ltid 5 =  Van Tricht - Arcenegu i Rodrigo ,  co r r. 

2009.  

is natura l  fo r Wh ite to commi t  h imsel f to the 
attack. 

I 8 .\ltie3 lll e4 l 9.lll g5 lll xg5 ( I  9 . . .  lll xd2 ! ?N 
can also be considered , al though Wh i te may 
be able to hold the ba lance by recapturing  wi th 
the k ing) 20 .\ltixg5 ;ge8 2 I . f4 Wg7 was s l ight ly 
better for  B lack in Eyer - Dorer, Germany 
200 1 .  Wh i te has no real attack ing  chances 
and h i s  pos i t ion is in danger of becoming 
overex tended . 

Let us now return to the sl igh t ly i nferior, yet 1 8  ... llle4 19J�Ve3 e5! 
much more i nte resti ng pos i t ion aris ing after Beginn ing a powerfu l cou n terattack. 
1 7 .g4? ! .  

20.hS 
'Il1e best try. 

20 .lll xe5 ? turns out bad ly  for Whi te :  20 . . .  lll xe5 
2 1 .dxe5 ;gxf2 22 .h5  g5 23 .. \¥,f3 fof3 24.\ltixf3 
ms 25 .\ltie3 
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25 . . .  Ei'.f2 !N (25 . . . . \kxg4 was better for Black in  
Vas i lescu - Ani toaie, Predeal 1 989 ,  bur the  text 
move is even monger. )  2G.'©'xf2 CUxf2 27.lt>xf2 
'Wb6"!"-+ In strict material terms White is okay, 
but  h is  weak king is the decid ing factor. 

20 .dxe5 ? !  also meets with a strong reburca l :  
20 . . .  CUxd2 2 l . CU xd2 

8 Am m m•m 
7 � , mj_mAm ' 
6 " BJ1Jm m i m 
5 � m ' f� m ci  
4 m ' �J1Jm ci m 
3 W!J Wfj �tLJm 2 ' '�'�'·'-�� 
����r-- , , Y�{· · · · %�i �- - - - �  � L j  � 

a b c d e f g h 

20 . . .  exd4 2 1 .CUxd4 g5 22.CUxc6? 
White should prefer che move order 22 . f3N 

CUg3 23 .CUxcG ii.xc6, transpos ing back to  che 
game referenced below, without al lowing che 
improvement noted i n  the bolded main l ine.  
Play continued: 

22 . . .. \ll.xc6 23.f3 
'Il1 is was the actual move order seen in  the 

aforementioned game, Alvebring - Hage, 
email 1 999 .  Ac this  point Black m issed a 
powerful idea. 

8 A• m m•m 
7 w ' m  mAm ' 
6 %mj_m m m s � U i U � ci 
4 '-'�-�"� 3 0 u � b ·  2 " "•�"·:f�� 

c /, � w ;;;:////, m .M ?.� � � � 
a b c d e f g h 

23 . • .  d4!N 
A strong improvement. In che game Black 

m issed his  chance and played 23 . . .  CU g3 ,  
reaching the  posit ion from the note to  Whi te's 
22nd move. 

24.cxd4 CUxd2 25.'Wxd2 c3 26.'Wdl 
26.'©'d3 'Wc7!--t 
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26 . . .  'Wc7 27.<Jif2 .\1?,d5 

B) 1 2.V�dl 

Finally we arrive a r  rhe main line,  which 
has been rested in over 900 games. From 
this posi tion I have chosen rhe second­
mosr-popular option of l 2 . .. ��a5! as my 
recommendation,  and you can find it analysed 
in rhe next chapter beginning on page 223 .  
However, I also pur a lot of effort into analysing 
1 2  . . . tt'i bc6 , and I would like to presenr 
some of my findings here. I hope that the 
following section will help you to understand 

some of the nuances of these strategically 
complex positions, wh ich will serve as useful 
background information before we investigate 
the main recommendation. Finally, if you also 
happen to play the white side of rh i s  variation, 
you may find some of the ideas useful agai nst 
opponents who are unfortunate enough not to 

have this book! 

1 2  . . . tt'i bc6 1 3.tt'l£3 
After this natu ral reply Black generally 

chooses between B l )  1 3  . . . 'WaS and B2) 
1 3  . . .  \�f8 . 

B l )  1 3  . . .1.WaS 

gave up this move after losing with it 
agai nst Jakoven ko in 2006. Perhaps it is not 
quire as bad as I though t  at that rime, but I still 
prefer Wh ite. 

14 . .  \ll,dz 
This is the main continuation .  White has 

achieved a healthy plus score and seems ro be 
at least slightly better in all lines. 

1 4.\Wd2! ?  
With this move White aims for  a more active 
set-up. Jakovenko used it successfully against 
me, but Black's play can be improved. 

1 4  . . .  \l:Jc7?! 
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1 4  . . .  cxd4 l 5 .cxd4 \Wxd2t I 6 .. \li.xd2 gives 
Wh i re a s l ighrly favourable endgame. 
14 . . .  <'Ll f5 !  has been played in  several games, 
and would be my choice if I reached the 
same pos i t ion today. I wil l  not go i n to 
forrher deta i ls here , but  I be l ieve that 
Black has enough resources to mainta in  the 
balance. 

1 5 . 0-0 cxd4 
I 5 . . .  El:xf3 I 6 .gxf3 cxd4 1 7.El:fc I e5 1 8 .El:ab I ;\:  

1 6.ctJ xd4 !  
I 6.cxd4 r�xf3 !  I 7 .gxf3 <'Ll xd4 1 8 . ct?g2 e5� 

1 6  . . . a6 
1 6  . . .  e5 1 7 .<'Ll b5 \Wd7 1 8 . c41 

1 7 .El:ae I e5 ?  
I 7 . . .  \Wd6 I 8 .<'Llxc6 <'Ll xc6 I 9 . c4 d4 20 . .ill.e41 

1 8 .<'Llxc6 bxc6 1 9 . B !  <'Ll f5 20.\We2± 
Jakovenko - Berg, H.igen 2006. 

s :imj_- -�-
7 � .f. - �:i- i 6 : •i��£� 5 �:ff/���/,!\��-�;; ��� 4 � �[S: � � � ?'. . . .  J � � 
3 r� n�mlbm 2 � 8 m  � 8 �� ·'•if� "•i �- ) - ; __ j � 

a b c d e f g h 

14 . • .  1/:.Jc7 
'Th is has been the main l ine ,  but  recent 

developments seem ro ind icate that Wh ite has 
an edge. The same is true after orher moves, 
such as rhe two a l ternatives shown below. 

1 4  . . .  c4 
Closing the posir ion is a sol id approach , but 
Wh i te's posi t ion is sr i l l  to be preferred. 

1 5  . .ill.e2 <'Ll f5 1 6 . h4 !  <'Lld6 
I 6 . . . &l.d7 l 7 .h5t  

1 7 .<'Llg5 !  
17  . h 5  <'Ll e4 !=  is fine for Black, a s  rhe 
central ized knight gives him enough contro l .  

I 7 . . . El:f5 ! ?N 
Moskalenko suggested t h i s  a s  an  
improvement ,  bur  i t  does not solve Black's 
problems. 
17 . . .  El:g7 1 8 .0-0 ( 1 8 . h 5 ?  h6 1 9 . <'Ll B  g5+ is  
not what White wants) I 8 . . .  e5 I 9.dxe5 lli xe5 
20 . . \ll.f4 :8e7 2 1 .El:e \ 1  Wal ter - Anrei ter, co rr. 
20 1 1 .  

l 8 .. \ll.g4 ! El:f6 l 9 .h 5 h6 20 .hxg6 El:xg6 
20 . . .  hxg5 2 1  . .  �J5 ! ! +-

2 1 . tli h 3  
Black's ki ngs ide has been weakened . 

1 4 . . . e5 ! ?  
· 1 his  is t he  most straightforward attempt to 

solve Black's problems. He hopes to gain 
act iv i ty fo r the sacri ficed pawn, but  White 
has a good answer. 

1 5 .lli xc5  l2J xe5 1 6 . dxe5 <'Llc6 

a b c d e g h 
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1 7 .0-0! 
The ma in  move is l 7 . f4 ,  bur  rh i s  looks less 
conv inc ing afrer l 7 . . . c4 l 8 .. �k2 V!f c5 .  B lack 
has p revenred Wh i re from casr l i ng  and he 
has a fair amount of compensat ion for  the 
pawn .  I analysed this more deeply and found 
thar  Black was at  least okay everywhere. 
]l1e text move is  a more stra igh tforward 
way for Wh i te ro keep an edge. He 
s i mply returns the pawn in order to 

cast le .  
l 7 . . .  lb xe5 I 8 . .  \¥,e2;!; 

Csjernyik - Eri ksson ,  corr. 2009.  White 
has a long-term advantage based on the pai r 
of bishops i n  an open pos i t ion .  I n  add i t ion ,  
B lack's kingside is seriously weakened . 

·n1C other opt ion i s :  
I 5 .dxc5 ! ?  

Th is ambi t ious move has  been heav i ly  
analysed , and leads to sharp and comp l i cated 
play offer ing chances for both s ides .  
Theoretica l ly  speaking, however, th i s  a lso 
seems to end up  in an advantage for Wh i te .  
"ll1e cri t ical l i ne runs as fo l lows. 

l 5 . . .  e5 l 6 .lbg5 ms l 7 .c4 e4 l 8 .cxd5 exd3 
1 9 .dG \Wd7 20.dxe7 iVxe?t 2 1  .. \¥.d [i;f5 

2 l . . . [I;f4 22 .h4± 

s � �j_� ��� 1 ¥.i{� .a. �  �m� � .a.  :411i:: .. $,,% ��� � .. 
6 �l.il� - · �  
5 � . . �� r@ � U}  ;?�f,"<< ;,;�.y; .. ; '::i39> '2;�/0.:::� 4 W&':9 £%}, �J?J; �m � 00/1 /. . .:;,;; /,/0 
3 �A� � .a. �!.<� �;,! �Q�. .r::r:%. . . 

�:. �. ' ' . /'dJJ,% 

2 f:iffffi A >%.':? :i:iff-:1 A !;!(% 
�;� o .%r�. . Kd? 9 ffq� �"�� �'lllX!� � Fi' ?'�/ riii 'f§1 � ef� M 

a b c d e f g h 

22.lb f.3 ,\¥,e6 ! ?  
l tested th is  move agai nst Kasi mdzhanov 
i n  2006. Black gives up a second pawn i n  
pursu i t  of t he  i n i t iat ive. 
Perhaps Black should settle fo r 22  . . .  dxc2 
23 .\Wxc2 .\¥.e6 24.0-0;!; when Wh i te i s  
a pawn up with the safer k i ng, but  rhe 
opposi te-co loured bishops offer reasonable 
d rawi ng chances. 

23 .\Wxd3 .\¥.d 5 
23 . . .  [I;d8 24.\Wd;t 

24.0-0-0! 
'The strongesr move g iv ing Wh i te an  
advan tage . 

24 . . . . \¥.xf.3 2 5 .gxf.3 );J'.xf3 26.h4 !±  
Kas imdzhanov - Berg, 'E1 1 l i n n  ( rap id) 2006. 

I managed to d raw rhe game, but wou ld  not 
wish to repeat th i s  pos i t ion .  
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Th is is my attempt to improve on 1 G . .  .l2he5 
1 7..\li.e2! .lli.d7 1 8 .E\e l Ele8 1 9  .. �.gS;J; as seen in 
Plomp - Liebert, corr. 2006. White has the 
bishop pair in  an open pos i t ion ,  and Blade's 
ki ngside is seriously weakened. 

17  j,l.e2 .�xf3 

20.�g4 Cllxg4 21 .iWxg4 ®c6 22.1':\fel  l2Jf5 

8 H�·�•a! : ,,�,��0�� 5 .�.,."'� 
4 WK�w�m�m1m 
3 �l:3 �a � m 2 :;,  . .  %�%�%�;/ %�8� 
i�··· · "�lt· · · · '· ' � . . .  � � � . .  � L.J 

a b c d e f g h 

23.iWf3 Elxe6 24.:gxe6 \Wxe6 25.:gel \Wf7 
26.:ges� 

White keeps a s l ight in i t iat ive, a l though 
Black may be able to hold the ending. I n  

any  case, I do  no t  find  this l i n e  part icularly 
insp i ring, especial ly considering that 1 5 .dxcS ! ?  
also seems to  bring White an advantage. 

82) 13  • • .  iWfS 

'Ib is is the most popular move, wh ich has 
the idea of support ing the weakened dark 
squares on the kingside and perhaps even 
playing for . . .  hG and . . .  g5 at some point .  
Black is rather sol id ,  bur p ractice has shown 
that Whi te has the better chances here too. I 
wi l l  i l l ustrate the main ideas of the pos i t ion 
with the help of a game I won from Whi te's 
side. 

14.0-0 c4 1 5.i/.e2 h6 16 .. �cl 
The bishop wi l l  soon be heading for the a3-

square. Whi te may or may not decide to flick 
in  the move iWd2 to gai n  a tempo by attacking 
the hG-pawn . 

1 6  . . . .  �,d? 
Previously I had faced : 

1 G . . .  g5 ? !  
B lack seizes space on the kings ide, but  i n  
doing so  he creates weaknesses . 

I 7 .h3 
Preparing the standard manoeuvre Cll h2 ,  
a common idea in  th i s  type of pos i t ion .  

l 7 . . . Wg7 l 8 .tll h2 .ill.d7 1 9  . .  �hS tllg6 
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Whi te has establ i shed a good blockade on  
the  k ingside, and  now i t  is t ime  to  imp rove 
h is pos i tion i n  other parts of the board .  

s A n  n n•n 
7 �� ... if;,%'.@; A W�;% � j\11� %�; a :P� ..JL.�*A a .?§� 
6 ��� ... ���� ,.#,-:0. . x0%: )r% . /, , . . .  / s n n .1. n  r•t� 
4 � ... �� � �f$ ;:'0:0: _: . .  , , :. - .� >:.W,1;_ 

;;;. ,,:(i0:; ::/{(if;, :;'%;!";.// f;f@. f\ 3 fe§?, �bt %� � 0 
2 

, %'f}Jl�c�X ;)%?[i �� 
,� ii-% ; :. / . . . . .  

?.�d �M�\lUr�f. Fi' '� ?� � \§ � g �'$'� 
a b c d c f g h 

20.a4!  iih7 2 l . . \1l,a3 :Sg8 22 .. \li.d6 
'The b i shop has  reached an exce l lent  square, 
and Black should general ly try to prevent 
th i s  manoeuvre if at all poss ib le .  Now he is 
forced to remai n pass ive and wai t  for Wh ite 
to make progress . 

22 . . .  :sf5 23"\1l,g4 :Sf7 24 .a5  
Wh i te s lowly improves h is pos i t ion move by 
move. 

24 . . .  llJ f4 25 .g3 llJg6 26 . . lkh5 1Wf6 27.llJg4 

s i: �  m ��·� 
� � L.% � 

7 m £ m.i.� i: m  /. , /  � // , , , ,  � 
6 m�m • n • �  

� -.,�.�·�· 3 � � mL:tJ� /. . ,  , /  /., , , /  � � 2 - � -Jl� � �  
r� �:� m /'/''0, p� �v� : �  

a b c d e f g h 

1 7.a4 iih7 1 8  . .\li.a3 ihlfb8! 
Prevent i ng .\l.l.d6. Nevertheless, B lack's queen 

manoeuvres along the eighth rank  make a 
strange impress ion and i t  is obvious that Wh i te 
has the more p leasan t  pos i t ion .  

1 9.\¥fd2 1Wc7 
1 9  . . .  llJf5 20.i'!ab l b6 2 1 .a5t Sh i rov -

Ti mman ,  Wijk aan Zee 2003.  

20.h3 
Slowly i m p roving the posit ion and giv ing a 

square for the kn igh t on h2 .  

20 . .  \1?,c l  can be met by 20 . . .  ClJgS.  

20 . . .  i'!e8 2 1 .�ael c;fi'g7! 
Black defends wel l .  By improvi ng the 

pos i t ion of his k i ng, he gives h imsel f the opt ion 
of meeti ng .\11.c I w i th . . .  l:!h8 when necessary. 

22.ClJh2 llJf5 
Break ing out wi th 22 . . .  e5 ? !  does no t  he lp :  

23 .dxe5 ClJ xe5 24 .llJg4 ClJxg4 25 . . \kxg4 .\li.xg4 
26.\Wd4'!' ! Wh7 27.\1-Jfxg4± Whi te has an 
active pos i t ion wh i le  Black's p ieces stand 
poorly. 
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30.WgS! 
30 .CUe3 would have given Wh i te an edge, but 

the text move leads to an ongoi ng i n i t iative. 

30 . . .  hxg4 
30 . . .  E1xd5 3 l .Wxd5 hxg4 32 .�.e3 t,rxh3 

33 . .  \1/.d4t CU xd4 34.Wxd4"!"± 

3 1 .dxc6 Wxc6 32.Wxg4;i 
I wi l l  cu t the game off here, as we have gone 

wel l  past the stage of open i ng p reparation .  
Wh i te has fu l l  compensation for  the  exchange 
and a l though the computer  cal l s  the posi t ion 
dead equal , B lack's exposed k ing  leaves h i m  
with a d i fficul t  practical defence. I went  on  to 
win in Berg - Drasko, Budva 2009 . 

Conclusion 
We began by analysi ng the s idel i ne  l 2.Wh4, 
wh ich is  not  part icu larl y  dangerous as Whi te 
has l i tt le chance of  ut i l izi ng  the queen's 
presen ce on the k ings ide to launch a successfu l  
attack. 

1 2 .Wd l i s  deservedly the ma in  l i ne,  and 
can be v iewed as the cr i t ica l  test of  B lack's 
ent i re system begi n n ing  w i th 7 . . .  0-0 8 .id3 
f5 . We have exam ined the ma in  conti n uat ions 
after the most comm o n  1 2  . . .  CU bcG l i ne. Even 
though I am not  recommend ing  th is  path 
for B lack, i t  i s  good to understand the main 
pos i t iona l  themes and appreciate where the 
p roblems l ie. Havi ng reached the end of 
that journey, we are ready to move on  to my 
recom mendation of  l 2 . . .  Wa5 ! . 



8 ... fS 
a h c d c f g h  

12.Wdl WaS! 

Variation Index 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.tlic3 !b4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 !xc3t 6.bxc3 Clie7 
7.�g4 0-0 8.!d3 f5 9.exf6 gxf6 10.!g5 g17 11.�h5 g6 12.�dl 

12 ... �a5! 
A) 13.llif3!? 224 

Al) 13 ... c4!?N 224 
A2) 13 ... E:xf3!? 225 

B) 13.�d2 c4! 14.!e2 llif5 226 
Bl) 15.h4!? 226 
B2) 15.if4 227 

C) 13.!d2 llid7!? 14.lDf3 c4! 15.!e2 lDc6 16.lDg5 E:e7 17.f4 l2Jf6 229 
Cl) 18.a4?! 231 
C2) 18.0-0 id? 232 

C21) 19.if3 232 
C22) 19.a4 234 

C221) 19 ... E:f8 234 
C222) 19 ... h6!N 20.Clih3 g17 21.if3! Clie7 

22.�el! llif5 235 
C2221) 23.!cl 238 
C2222) 23.g4 239 
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I .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Cll c3 ib4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 
ixc3t 6.bxc3 Cll e7 7.Wf g4 0-0 8.id3 f5 
9.exf6 Elxf6 1 0.igS Elf7 1 1 .WfhS g6 1 2.Wfdl 
WfaS! 

·n1 is has nor been as popular as 1 2  . . .  Cli bcG, 
but  I bel ieve i t  to be more p recise. 111c main  
po in t  i s  that  the  queen's kn ight  may be  ab le  to 

make good use of the d7 -square. 

Whi te has th ree plaus ible repl ies: A) 1 3.Cllf3!?, 
B) 1 3.Wfd2 and C) 13 .id2. 

A) 13 .Cllf3!? 

With th i s  ambitious move Whi te attempts to 
refu te h is opponent's concept by ignoring the 
attack on the c3-pawn.  Black has two ma in  
repl ies: Al)  13  . . .  c4!?N and A2) 1 3  . . .  Elxf3!? . 
Please note that the i m mediate l 3 . . .  Wxc3t? 
shou ld  be avo ided , as l 4 . .ffi.d2 Wb2 1 5 .Elb 1 
Wxa3 1 6 .Elb3 Wa4 1 7  .. \l?.b5 �Va2 1 8 .Wc l leaves 
the black queen in trouble .  

Al)  1 3  . . .  c4!?N 

s ;i�j_- m•m 
1 W i m �fU i 
: : �--�-�� 4 �.T��.�. 
3 � ��-{lj-2 � 8 � wt!f 1:wtJ u�ul• '•� 

a b c d e f g h 

By b lock ing the centre,  B lack i n tends 
to capture the c3-pawn under more 
favourable ci rcumstances . Wh i te obta ins  fu l l  
compensation and Black wi l l  be forced to 
defend for a whi le, but h i s  pos i t ion remains 
qu i te so l id .  

14.ie2 Wfxc3t 1 5.id2 Wfb2 1 6.Elbl !? 
An in teresti ng idea, giving up a second pawn 

but w inn ing  the exchange in return.  

! G O<\l?,b4 ctJ bcG 1 7 .Elb l Wa2 1 8 .Ela l = forces an  
immed iate d raw. 

I 6.0-0 Cli bc6 l 7 .c3 Cli f5 reaches a pos i tion 
where Wh i te defin i tely has compensat ion for 
the pawn , but Black is sol id  and object ively 
seems to be do ing fi ne. 

s ;i�j_m m•m 7 W •• �i:m i 
6 m m • m • m  
s m m • m  m 
4 m • � m m 3 �,,,, ,,•m·�-�-�-� 2 � ci ��r� ci r� 

�'�m,Vrir- - · %m! � � z . .  % m ,  
a b c d e f g h 

1 6  . . .  '.Wxa3 17.ctJeS Elg? 
'The po int of Wh i te's p lay is that other rook 

moves arc imposs ib le  due to the threat of  a 

bishop fork on b4. 

18.ih6 Wf c3t 19.'1Wd2 '1Wxd2t 20.©xd2 CObc6 

a b c d e f g h 



Chapter 1 8  - 1 2 .®d l ®a5!  225 

2 1 .fbxc6 fbxc6 22.ixg7 �xg7 23.c3 gb8= 
"l11e endgame is balanced, a lthough i t  would 

appear that Black has the eas ier posi t ion to p lay, 
due ro the straightforward plan of mobi l iz ing 
the queenside pawns. 

A2) 1 3  . . .  gxf3!? 

"111 is is the most d i rect and critical approach , 
forcing the game i n to unclear territory. I find 
th i s  to  be the  most practical decis ion ,  especially 
i n  an over- the-board game. White will soon be 
stuck with a weak pawn structure and a s l ightly 
vulnerable king. 

14.gxf3 ®xc3t 1 5.�fl 

8 1.�.tm m•311 7 .,.� W@�W@� : 
6 , 'Ill �1if 1 • T� 
s m  m•m � 
4 m D., . . . . .. m 
3 � ��- b -2 " ·�,.�.�. 
?.� mvm@D: 

a b c d e f g h 

1 5  . . .  c4!N 
l 5 . . .  tl'i bc6 l 6.dxc5 e5 l 7 . h4± was favourable 

for White in Rudolf - Jurek, Pardubice 2007. 

16.ixe7 
1 6  .. �e2 ? tl'i bc6+ is good for Black. 

16 ... cxd3 17.cxd3 ®xd4 
This posit ion arises pretty much by force 

after the exchange sacrifice on B. Black has an 
extra pawn as wel l as the better structure.  Th is 
in combination with Whi te's uncoord inated 
pieces and vulnerable king gives Black fu l l  
compensation .  I wil l  offer a few sample l i nes to 

show what m ight fol low next. Certa in ly some 
practical games are needed i n  order to give a 
defini tive assessment of the posi t ion , bur  in  
my op in ion  Black has a fu lly playable posi t ion 
and al l  three resu l ts are possible .  

1 8.h4 
Contro l l ing the h3-square and start ing an 

a ttack on the kingside. 

18 .. . fbc6 1 9.igS WfeS!? 
This looks l i ke a good move, prevent ing h4-

h5  and swi tching the queen to f5 , where she 
will be less exposed than on  d4. 

20.f4 
20.  't1?g2 .lkd7 2 1 .Ei:b 1 b6 22.Ei:c1  ms� reaches 

an i n terest ing posi t ion with everyth ing to p lay 
for. Black has a fair amount of compensation 
for the exchange, both material ly speaking and 
i n  piece act iv ity. 

20.Ei:c l \Wf5 2 l .d4 §?,d7 22.  't1?g2 ms� can be 
assessed in a s imi lar  way. 

� Hr.Uft 
6 ml!i)m ••m • m m � C"", rf<;!F : �.�,�.·. 
3 D m b m  • 2 m m � m 0m ��1���1 , , , , Y, • • •  

a b c d e f g h 

20 . . .  ®g7! 2 1 .hS h6 22.ggl !? 
A critical try, sacrificing material i n  an 

attempt to break through on the kingside. 

22 .ih4 e5 23 . fxe5 tl'i xe5 24 .\Wb3 ie6� 
reaches another sharp, open pos i t ion with 
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mutua l  chances. B lack keeps a pawn for the 
exchange and the rook on a8 i s  about to j o i n  
t he  game. 

22 . . .  hxgS 23.E:xgS <±>f8! 

24 . . .  WfhSa> 
Optical ly the pos i t ion seems shaky, but it 

seems to hold together for Black. There arc 
no immed iate th reats, and i f  Wh i te can not 
force anyth i ng the two m ino r  p ieces could 
u l t imately prove stronger than a rook.  

B) 1 3.'Wd2 

a b c d e f g h 

'l11 is var iat ion is rather rare, b ur i t  can eas i ly  
transpose to more estab l i shed theory after 
1 3  . . .  lD bcG 1 4 .lZ:\f) ,  which has a l ready been 
covered in the note to Wh i te's 1 4 th move i n  
var iat ion B 1 of the  previous chapter. Here I 
wi l l  recommend another set-up for Black, 
which aims to quest ion the c lumsy placement 
of Whi te's queen on d2 .  

1 3  . . .  c4! 14.ie2 tbfS 
The po i n t  is that, by  rh reaten ing  a qu ick 

. . .  4Jd6-e4, Black impedes the standard 
development of the enemy kn ight to f3 . 111e 
two most impo rtant repl ies are B l )  1 5.h4!? 
and B2) 1 5.if4. 

1 5 .«ilJ3 covers the e4-square but m isplaces 
the bishop.  1 5  . . .  hG 1 6  . .YJ.f4 lDcG l 7 . .  \i?,g3 
'Th is pos it ion occurred in  Kosmol - Kotsch ,  
Germany 1 996, and now the  s imple 1 7  . . .  ikl7N 
1 8 . lDe2 Ei:af8 1 9 . 0-0 lD xg3 20. hxg3 gS 2 1 . <�h5  
:gg7 = looks fine  for Black. 

BI )  1 5.h4!? 

a b c d e f g h 
I 5  . . .  tbc6 1 6.hS id7! 

Ikner than 1 6  . . . eS ? !  as occu rred in Vugt 
- Mei jcr, co rr. 200 5 .  Black does nor have to 
rush ro open the centre, and should cont inue 
mobi l izi ng h is p ieces before decid ing what  to 
do. Wh i te's attack is un l i kely to succeed as he 
is roo far beh ind in development .  
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17.lll f.3 
l 7 . hxg6N hxg6 does nor change m uch, and 

may transpose after 1 8 . CZ'i f3 CZ'id6! .  

17 • . •  lll d6! 
Now that the whi te knigh t  has commi tted 

i tself� Black targets the e4-square .  

1 8.hxg6 hxg6 1 9.:!!h6 lll e4! 20.:!!xg6t :!!g7 
2 1 .:gxg?t cJ?xg7 22.\We3 

� H.,_-.­
: �&!i•.-
4 , j.r��:• '• 3 � � ��ltJ� r_ , _ _  � r-. . . .  � ?/ - - - - � . � 
2 - ci -��� ci -c·� m /(,''>:;, m P.� � � � 

a b c d e f g h 

22 . . .  :!!hS! 
22 . . .  \Wxc3'!'N is roughly equal but B lack can 

take the pawn any rime he l ikes , so instead he 
bri ngs his last p iece i nt o  play. 

23.if4 :ghl t 24.ifl llle7!? 
24 . . .  \Wxc3'!"N 2 5 .\Wxc3 ll:'i xc3+ i s  also good 

enough fi.>r an edge, but Black can play even 
more ambi tiously by keeping the queens on .  

25.g4 lllg6 26.ig3 ia4t 
Wh ite was under p ressure and went on to 

succumb in Lange - Hoebel , emai l  2007. 

82) 1 5.if4 

a b c d e f g h 

This prevents . . .  CZ'i dG bur loses val uable r ime 
and also opens up  tactical poss ib i l i t ies fo r 
Black. 

1 5  . . .  lll c6 
Whi te al ready has to th i nk  about  how to 

safoguard the hanging bishop. 

1 6.lll h3 
"lhree other moves have been tried : 

!6 .CZ'if3?  CZ'i fxd4 1 7 . cxd4 nxf4+ saw Black 
win a pawn for i nsufficient  compensat ion in 
Mazzi l l i  - Farago, Rome 200 5 .  

l 6"\ll.g3 was seen in  Decoster - C:laesen,  
Namur 2007 . Here i t  looks logical for  Black 
to play:  1 6  . . .  ne? !N  1 7 . CZ'i f3  CZ'i xg3 l 8 . hxg3 e5 
l 9 .CZ'ixe5 CZ'i xe5 20.dxe5 nxe5 2 1 . 0-0 .\ll,e6= 
I ntend ing  . . . ne8 and . . . . �J7. 

1 6.g3 
Here I found a n ice improvement over the 
game Brkic - Kovacevic, Bihac 20 I 0. 
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f� � �� �: a 
a b c d e f g h 

1 6  . . .  g5 !N 1 7 .«�.xg5 
1 7 .�e5 lllxc5 1 8 .dxe5 1'Kg7= 

l 7 . . .  lll d6 
I t  i s  worth  i nvest ing a pawn to br ing rhe 
kn ight to this exce l lent  square, th reaten i ng 
an  i nvas ion on e4 . 

1 8 JH4 
1 8 . f3 ? !  i s  too passive, and Black gets the 
upper hand after 1 8  . . . . �,d7 1 9 .i/J4 lll b5  
20 .a4 :Se8  2 l . . �,e5 lll xe5 22 .dxe5 lll xc3+ 
i ntend ing . . .  d4. 

a b c d e f g h 

1 8  . . .  e 5 !  
I n i tia t ing a forcing tactical sequence. 

1 9 .dxe5 lll e4 20 .\We3 d4 2 J .\Wxe4 \Wxc3 "i" 
22 .iifl �f5 23 .\Wd 5 1'Kd8 24.\Wxc4 \Wxa l "I" 
25 .�g2 \Wxa3 26 . . \ilh5 �e4"1" 27 .f3 .Jll,g6 
28 .�xg6 hxg6 29 .e6 Ei'.e7 30 . .  �,g5 1'Kde8 
3 l .�xe7 \Wxe7 

Whi te has survived, bur the endgame ar i s ing 
after . . .  \Wxe6 looks at least equal  for Black. 

Returning to l 6 .lbh3 ,  the posit ion was reached 
in  Mamonovas - Si meone, emai l  2006, as wel l  
a s  a more recent  over-the-board game i n  20 1 3 . 
Here Black's clearest equal iz ing l i ne seems to be: 

s ,im.i.m m*m 
7 w • m mxm • 
6 mlj)m • m • m  
s S � i �IJ)� 
4 ' '.f.��?ff}� 3 Wt/ � m mQj 
2 % %•�%�r�ttrffj 

��/ �-L ,;,5flt J-�� 
a b c d e f g h 

16  . . .  lbh4!N 1 7.ig3 
1 7  .. �g5 lll f5 i ntends  . . .  tlld6 ,  thus leav ing 

Wh i te noth ing better than l 8 . .  \ilf4= repeat ing 
rhe posi t ion .  

17  . . .  lDfS !  
Chal lenging Wh i te to  come up with 

someth ing better than repeat ing with 1 8 .�f4 .  

1 s.lbgs 
1 8 .0-0? lll fxd4+ is no good for Wh ite .  

18 .. J'!e7 19.if4 
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1 9  .. . eS! 
'I11e shuffling of kn ights and bishops has 

p resented Black with a good moment to carry 
out this thematic break. 

20.dxeS h6! 2 1 .lll f3 gS 22.�g3 �e6 23.�dl 
23 .0-0 d4!= 

23 . . .  'Wxa3 24.0-0 WfaS= 
Black has restored material equal i ty while 

maintai n ing a healthy blockade on the central  
l igh t  squares. 'l11e pos i tion is dynamical ly 
balanced and both s ides have everyth ing to 
play for. 

C) 1 3.�d2 

'Th is has been the most popular move by 
far. 'Ihis is rhe moment where I would l ike 
to h ighligh t  the point beh ind delaying the 
development of the b8-knighr, by raking a 
significant departure from the main theoretical 
path . 

13  • . .  llld7!? 
Unt i l  recently this move had only ever been 

tried in a couple of amateur games. That al l  
changed i n  20 1 2 , however, when Magnus 
Carlsen employed i t  against Karjakin.  At the 
rime of writing i t  has only been repeated in 
one over-the-board game, but I believe in the 

soundness of Blacl('s posit ion and expect rhe 
popularity of this l ine to increase. I would 
also l ike to mention that I shared some of 
my ideas with my friend Rickard Dahlstrom,  
who has rested th i s  l ine for B lack in  three 
correspondence games (al l of them referenced 
later in rhe chapter) , scoring a win and two 
draws. 

What arc the advantages of placing the knight 
on  d7 instead of cG? From d7 i t  st i l l  supports 
the . . .  c5-break, bur has an important secondary 
purpose of go ing to fG and perhaps later e4 , 
especial ly after a timely . . . c4 advance. 

The posi t ion after 1 3  . . .  lll bcG 1 4 .lll f) was 
discussed in variation B 1 of the previous 
chapter, beginn ing on page 2 1 6 . 

1 4.lllf3 
According to my darabasc, this is the only 

move to have been played so far. Naturally I 
anticipated some possible deviations for White :  

1 4 . lll h3 c4 1 5 Jic2 lllc6 1 6.lllg5 transposes to 
the main l i ne. 

1 4 .c4 is a sensible attempt  to open the game 
for White's bishops. l 4 . . .  W/c7 1 5 .lll O cxd4 
l 6.cxd5 lllxd5 1 7 .0-0 
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Black has completed development and 
ach ieved an equal pos i t ion .  

l 4 . f4 c4 l 5 .�c2 ct'l f6 J 6.ct'lh3? !  
1 6 . ct'l f3 ct'l c6 1 7 .ctJg5 [!c7 transposes to  the 
ma in  l ine  below. 

1 6  . . . ct'lc4 
By now we have transposed to an emai l  
game, which we wi l l  fol low for a few more 
moves . 
l 6 . . . �d7 1 7 .0-0 ct'l f5=  is also fine  fo r 
Black, s ince 1 8 .g4? !  ct'ld6 on ly  i ncreases h i s  
domi nat ion over the  c4-squarc. 

14 . . .  c4! 
Most precise, avo id ing any fu rther poss ib i l i ty 

of c3-c4 from Whi te. 
1 4  . . .  ct'l c6 was played in the stem game Videki 

- Vari n i ,  'fricstc 2004. Here Wh i te could have 
played : l 5 . c4 !N (1l1c game cont inued 1 5 .0-0 
c4 1 6  . . �c2 - sec the note to Wh i te's ! 6th move 
in the ma in  l i ne  below.) I 5 . . . \Wc7 1 6 . 0-0 
ct'lxd4 l 7 .ctJxd4 cxd4 l 8 . cxd5± Black wi l l  have 
to take care, as the pos i t ion is start i ng  to open 
up for the bishops. 

1 5.�e2 Cli c6 

s ;imj_m m•m 
7 - • m'ilmE m • 
6 m'ilm • m • m  
s : , , , ,; �/ m m 
4 �.Te ![I• ![I• 
3 � 8 WCZJW 
2 W 8 mJt� 8 t�  

r-� � ?'/ O//, � �� �Vii� � M 
a b c d e f g h 

16 .llig5 
-Il1 is was Karjaki n's choice, i n tend ing to 

fol low up wi th f2-f4 to prevent  . . .  c5 once 
and for a l l .  However, it may not be i n  Black's 
in terests to hu rry with that move. 

1 6 .0-0 is  a sens ib le al ternative, when it is 
worth consider ing a) J 6 . . .  e5 and b) 1 6  . . .  ct'l f6 ! .  

a) I 6 . . . c5 
'Il1 is was Black's choice in the Vidcki  -
Vari n i  game, wh ich arose via the move 
order no ted at  move 1 4 . The game is not of 
much theoretical importance and the nexr 
tew moves contai ned some inaccuracies on  
both s ides, but there were some i nterest ing 
moments so I wi l l  present  a brief extract. 
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1 7 .'UgS? !  
1 7 .dxeS !N 'U dxe5 1 8 .'Ud4;!; looks l i ke a 
good reason for Black to choose the other 
opt ion on move 1 6 . 

1 7  . . .  E\e7 1 8 . h4? !  
l 8 .dxe5 'Udxe5 l 9 . .  ll/J4 .ll/J5= 

l 8 . . .  e4! ?  
s . . .  cu f6!+ 

l 9 .h5  gxh 5  20 .'Uh3 'U f6 2 l .'Uf4 :!li'.g4 
2 l . . . h4 ! ?+ 

22 .CUxhS 3l.xh5 23 .3l.xh5 Ei:f8 24.3l.e2 'ltih8 
25 . .  \kh6 Ei:g8 

Ihe posit ion was unclear although Wh i te 
eventual ly prevai led i n  Videki - Vari n i ,  Trieste 
2004. 

b) 1 6  . .  . lZ'i fG!  is a better cho ice, when l 7 .CUg5 
Ei:e7 ! 8 . f4 transposes to  variat ion C2 below. 
'Il1 is  was the move order that occurred i n  the 
Baron - Mi  ton game referenced i n  the note to 
Blade's 2 l st move i n  l ine C22 l on page 23 5 .  

1 6  . . .  !!e7 17.f4 
Now the . . .  e5 break has been prevented, 

but the e4-square i s  weakened and the dark­
squared bishop has been robbed of some of i ts 
potential .  

With the wh i te kn ight committed to the 
g5-square, Black can consider meeting 1 7 . 0-0 
with 1 7  . . .  eS ! ?  ( l  7 . . .  'U f6 is also fine of course) 
l 8 .dxe5 'Udxe5=  i ntending . . .  �f5 .  

17  . . .  tlif6 
From this pos i tion Cl)  1 8.a4?!N is worth 

checking, but the best and most natural move 
is C2) 1 8.0-0. 

l 8 .�f3 could be played, and was the move 
order seen in a couple of Rickard Dahlstr(im's 
correspondence games as referenced later. 
However, after l 8 . . .  .\tl,d7 (or l 8 . . .  'W'a4) White 
hardly has anyth ing better than transpos ing to 
normal paths with 1 9 .0-0 . 

Cl)  1 8.a4?!N 

'lh is is often a usefu l  move in  the Winawer, 
but here it is inaccurate as White has yet to 
ach ieve proper piece coordinat ion .  

18 . . . h6 1 9.tllh3?! 
After losing time on the p revious move, this 

is a luxury that White can il l afford .  



232 8 . . . f5 

After 1 9 .'Llf3 'Ll e4 Black is  at least equal ; h is 
kn igh t  stands p roudly on e4 , whi le  Wh i te's 
kn igh t blocks the bishop from coming  co f3 . 
Neverthe less, th i s  is the lesser evi l  for Whi te. 

1 9  ... ttJe4 20.'IWcl 
20.0-0 'Llxd4!+ wins a pawn .  

20.il.J3 can be met by 20 . . .  'Llxc3+. Th is i s  
on ly poss ib le because Whi te has  not castled , 
as otherwise the queen would move to e I ,  
winn ing a piece. 

a b c d e f g h 

20 . . .  eS! 
'1l1 i s  thematic move is  worth rememberi ng. 

Wh i te is temporar i ly uncoord i nated so Black 
has every righ t to sacri fice a pawn for the 
i n i t iat ive. 

2 1 .dxeS 
2 I .fxe5 �xh3 22.gxh3 Elf8+ 

2 1 .  . .  !xh3 22.gxh3 B:f8 23.0-0 B:ef7 24.�h l  
�h7� 

Desp i te bei ng a pawn down,  Black i s  i n  fu l l  
con trol of the pos i t ion .  Whi te has  numerous 
pawn weaknesses and his bishops suffer from a 

lack of open d iagonals .  

C2) 1 8.0-0 !d7 

I 8 . . .  i1:.3/a4! ?N is  an i n terest ing new d i rect ion 
that deserves atten tion .  111e queen p revents 
the a3-a4 move while forc ing one of the 
enemy p ieces to keep an eye on the c2-pawn. 
A poss ib le conti nuat ion is 1 8  . . .  V-Ja4 1 9 .iH:? 
�d7 20.i!.e l hG 2 1 . ctJ h3 Elf7 22.Wfd2 'Lle7 
23 .$..h4 'Ll f5 24 .�xfG ElxfG 25 .'Llf2 h 5  with a 
sol id pos i t ion for Black. 

Fro m  here Wh i te has two main plans :  he 
can start regrouping his ki ngs ide wi th C2 1 )  
1 9.!f3 or  take a step on t h e  queenside with 
C22) 1 9.a4, with the idea of rerout ing h is 
b ishop to a3 i n  the futu re. 

C21 )  1 9.!f3 

"I11 i s  move has been seen in a few recen t  
correspondence games. 

1 9  . . .  '1Wa4 
A good al ternative is 1 9  . . .  hGN 20 .'Llh3 Elf7= 

i n tend ing  . . .  'Lle7. 

20.ttJh3 
Whi te can try leavi ng  the kn ight where i t  i s  

for  a few more moves: 
20.Ei'.e I Elae8 2 1 .Ele2 

2 1 .'Llh3  Elf7 22.Elb l bG 23 .Wfc l Elff8 24.tlif2 
Yz-1/2 B .  R. Gonzalez - Dahlstri)m,  corr. 
20 1 2 . 

2 1 . . . hG 22.'Llh3  Elf7 
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23 .f5 ! ?  
'frying t o  explo i t rhe  weakness caused b y  the 
. . .  hG move, but Black has enough resources . 

23 . . .  g5 24 .�xg5 hxg5 25 .tt'lxg5 exf5 26 .ct'lxf7 
1'1xe2 27.ctJ hG"i" ©h7 28 .Wxe2 ©xhG 

Despi te the fi reworks, the pos i t ion remained 
balanced and was eventually drawn in  Dorer -
Evans, corr. 20 1 3 . 

2 1 . . .b6 22.ge l 
Expanding on rhe ki ngside does not lead 

anywhere special for White, fr)r instance: 
22 .g4 ms 23.g5 ct'le8 24 .ct'lg4 ct'ldG 2 5 . tt'l fG-j" 
1'1xf6 26 .gxfG EH7 Black has ful l  compensation 
for the exchange. 

22 . . .  gf7 23.ge2 lll e7 24.lllg4 lllxg4 2S.ixg4 
lll c8 

25 . . .  tt'l f5 m igh t come to the same th ing, 
al though i t  does give Whi te a chance to 
exchange on f5 if  he wishes, leading to a d ry 
posit ion where the opposi te-coloured b i shops 
make a draw h ighly l i kely. 

26.icl llld6 27.®el llle4 
The posi t ional pawn sacr ifice 27 . . .  e5 ? !  does 

not qui te work: 28 .�,xd7 Wxd7 29 .fxe5 ct'l e4 
Black almost has excel lent compensation,  
but the counter-sacrifice 30.8'.xe4! dxe4 
3 l .Wxe4 '1Hf5 32 .We2 leaves Wh i te with two 
pawns for the exchange and some winn ing 
chances. 

28.if3 ic6 
28 . . .  1'1f5 is also fi ne, as 29 . .\1<,xe4 dxe4 

30 .1'1xe4 Wxc2 maintains the ba lance . 

29.ixe4 dxe4 30.gb l 'Was 
'The pos i t ion remained equal in Karacsony 

- Dahlstrom,  co rr. 20 1 2 , al though Black 
eventual ly won after White a l lowed h im 
to double on the  f-fi le  a n d  play . . .  g5 at a 
favou rable moment. 
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C22) 1 9.a4 

'Th is thematic move improves Wh i te's 
s i tuat ion on the queenside and vacates the 
a3-square for the bishop. We have reached an 
i mportant crossroads where Black m ust decide 
how to arrange his p ieces . "The natu ral C221 )  
l 9 . . .  !!f8 has been played b y  both Carlsen and 
M i ron ,  but I consider i t  a sl igh t i naccuracy for 
reasons that wi l l  be expla i ned . After h ighl igh t ing 
the d rawbacks of that move, I wil l  i n t rod uce the 
improvement C222} 19 . . .  h6! , which is where I 
expect the futu re of th is  l i ne to l ie .  

C221 )  19 . . . !!f8 

I r  may seem hard to bel ieve that th i s  natu ral 
m ove can be a m istake. However, one clear 
d rawback is  that Black's rooks may become 
vulnerable  to a futu re .'Jl,c I -a3 manoeuvre .  

20.if3 � d8 
Black's idea is to t ransfer the knight  to the 

f7-square ,  e i ther to exchange Wh ite's kn igh t or 
to send the knight onward to d6 and later e4 
or f5 . However, we wi l l  see that Wh i te can cal l  
th i s  p l an  i n to questi o n .  

2 1 .�el !  
I n  the fol lowi ng el i te encou nter, Magnus 

Carlsen eas i ly held B laclc's pos i t ion :  
2 1 .V� c I 4J f7  22.\Wa3 

Preven ti ng . . .  4Jd6.  
22 . .  ./:keS 23 .CDxf7 :gxf7 24 . .!'!fel .\kc6 25 .\Wb4 
V-Jxb4 26.cxb4 Cb e4 27.il,xe4 dxe4= 

a b c d e f g h 
Wh i te's s l igh tly better pawn structure  
bri ngs no  advantage here ,  and the opposi te­
coloured bishops ensure an easy d raw. 

28 .d .\kd 5 29 . .  lke.3 '.ti f8  30 .h3  '.tie7 3 1 .'.tih2 h 5  
32 .h4 :gf5 33 .'.tig3 l'!g8 34 .'.tih2 :g e s  3 5 .'.tig3 
:ggs 

Y2-Y2 Karjak in  - Carlsen ,  Sao Paulo/B i lbao 
20 1 2 . 

'The text move is an impo rtan t  improvemen t 
fo r Whi te, guard i ng the c3-pawn i n  order to 
fac i l i tate the transfer of the b ishop to a3 .  

a b c d e f g h 

21 . . .h6!?N 
2 1 .  . .  Cb f7? 22 Jkc l Cbd6 23 .. lka3 ± is 

u n pleasant fo r  Black. 
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2 l . . .1"lg7 was successful for  M i ron bur  it was 
not because of the opening. 22 .\Wh4 li:lc6 
23 .1"lf2 li:l e7 Th is posit ion was reached in 
Baro n  - Mi ron ,  Haguenau 20 1 3 . 

8 � � ��·· 
7 �T�T�f ,;�� : 

/, , ,  . .  /, � "" " " . , . .  , . .  Y. 

6 • � · � ·�  5 � A93. t�'L � ;;;; 

4 ,, <\ /,� 'WK�WA�(' {rl;fil ;J'��/:); ���fQ';�}?t_:0::;/,({::}'§1: 
3 � li:J - � �ffi 
2 "/ffi';�-:. A :�..«(;;;;:k�(�WA'� � Q .00· ,;�, Q ,,.Q, I �� ,, '�" · "�' /,� / 

a b c d e f g h 
Now rhe most precise cont inuation would 

have been 24.g4 !N when Whi te maintains a 
s l ight advantage. 

Rerurning ro rhe main l i ne, I wanted ro see 
if  Black could improve his chances by raking 
the opportun i ty ro drive the knight back from 
g5 . Here too though , B lack falls s l ightly short 
of  equali ty. 

22.tLlh3 lllf7 
After 22 . . . 1"ld7 23 .li:l f2t rhe knight on d8 is 

clumsi ly placed . 

a b c d e f g h 

23.icl !  1"lc8 24.ia3 1"lee8 25.ib4 '.We? 
26.aS;!; 

White keeps some pressure. Having seen 
the problems encountered in this variat ion, 
we wi l l  see how rhey can be avoided with rhe 
fol lowing innovation .  

C222) 19 . . . h6! 

In order ro understand the th inking behind  
rh i s  move, le r's recap the  problems we  saw in 
the previous variation .  Si mply put ,  the knight 
transfer ro d6 was nor  a fu lly satisfactory 
so lut ion,  mainly because of rhe tro ub lesome 
.�.c l -a3 plan.  The same manoeuvre also calls 
inro question rhe idea of commi tt ing the black 
rook to rhe f8-square.  

By driving the knight away from g5 
immediately, Black prepares a different set­
up with the e7-rook moving to f7 . 1his wi l l  
br ing the rook our  of  the furure l ine  of  fire of  a 

bishop on a3 , whi le vacating the e7-square for 
the knight ,  which can later go to f5 (or perhaps 
c8) fo llowed by d6 and e4 . ll1e general ideas 
are s im i lar, bur Black avoids run n ing i nt o  
trouble on the a3-f8 d iagonal . 

Original ly I had this move as my own novel ty, 
but I showed i t  to my friend Rickard Dahlstrom 
who then used i t  in  a correspondence game, 
although he deviated from my main line on 
rhe very next move. 

20.tLlh3 1"lf7 
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Th is was my ma in i dea, but i t  i s  not the on ly 
p layable  l i ne. 

20 . . .  tll e4 ! ?  
El im i nat ing the dark-squared bishop. 
Rickard played th is and drew a long game, 
wh ich I wil l  show for a few more moves . 

23 . f5 ? !  backfi res after: 23 . . .  l'%xf5 24.Wxh6?  
Wxc3-+ 

23 . . .  <;tig? 
23 . . .  h 5 ! ?  is a p layable a l ternative. Black's 
b ishop on d7 looks a b i t  sad , but on the 
other hand he has a sol id  pos i t ion and a 
better pawn structure. Rickard 's move leads 
to a s im i lar s i tu at ion .  

8 � � �� � 7 � i �.i.�it � /,,, . .  % � , . • . . .  Y. /,, . •  % 6 �')]� i � i �At 5 �  � · �  � 
4 'l'Jf ��rll�� 3 �  �� ��� 
2 �-l � 0m!I� 
I ���f ,�,f��; , 

a b c d e f g h 
24.lll g4 h 5  25 .lll e3 

2 5 .lll e5 lllxe5 26 .fXe5 <;tigs 27.Elab l b6 i s  
equal .  
2 5 .tll f2 Vflc7 26.g3 h4 27.�,g2 l'%h8 i s  a lso 
rough ly balanced. 

25 . . .  l'%xf4 26 . .ill,xh 5 ! ?  
26.lllxd 5 ? !  Elxf3 27 .Ei'.xf3 Wxd5 28 .:!%afl e5  is  
better for  Black. 
26.lll xc4 Wc7 27.tll e5 E\f5 28 .lll xd7 Vflxd7 
29.g4 hxg4 30Jhg4 Ei'.xfl ' ! ' 3 1 .Ei'.xfl Ei'.f7= 

a b c d e f g h 
26 . . .  e5 !  

26 . . .  :§xfl '!' 27.Ei'.xfl Ei'.f7 28 . .ill.f3 Wc7 29 .g3 
WdS is p layable but strategical ly a b i t  r isky 
for Black. 

27.clxe5 l'%xfl '!' 28 .:§xfl gxh 5  29.Wf2 <;tih7 
'111e pos i t ion rema ined sharp but dynamica l ly 

equal i n  Tesic - Dahlstrom,  corr. 20 1 2  

The pos i t ion after 20 . . .  Ei'.f7 is un tested , but I 
cons ider i ts eval uat ion to be h igh ly s ign i ficant 
for the fu ture of the l 3 . . .  tll d7 l i ne .  'T11e ensu ing 
battle wi l l  conta in both stra tegic and tactical 
elements. As we have a l ready d i scussed , B lack's 
ma in p lan i s  to manoeuvre h is queen's kn ight 
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to d6,  fol lowed by planting one of the knights 
on e4 , possibly supported by a bishop on c6. 
Whi te wil l  try to prevent this by putting his  
knight on f2 and/or bishop on f3. H is most 
dangerous attacking plan involves a t imely 
g2-g4, followed by g4-g5 or  f4-f5 to open up 
rhe game for his bishops. 

2Lif3! 
'Th is is more precise rhan: 

2 l .ctJ f2 ctJ e7 
I ntending . . . ct'l f5-d6-e4 . 

22 .ct'lg4 l2J xg4 23 . ,!ii.xg4 

a b c d e g h 
23 . . .  hs  24 . . �.e 

After 24J�.h3 ctJ f5 2 5 .1<��e2 Ele8= Black has 
no problems. 

24 . . . lll f5 =  
Black has a sol id pos i tion a n d  can proceed 

with . . . Ele8 , . . . .  �.c6 and poss ibly . . .  ct'ld6-e4 . 
The l igh t-square blockade is reminiscent 
of rhe Karjakin - Carlsen game, bur i n  the 
present variation Whi te has not been given the 
opportuni ties that we saw in  variat ion C22 l .  

By placing the bishop on f3 immediately, 
White covers rhe e4-square and prepares 'We i .  
He also benefits from delaying rhe kn igh t's 
retreat to f-2 , as the rook manoeuvre gf2-e2 
may prove to be a useful option. 

2 1 . . .'ll e7 
Black continues with his  plan. The knight is 

heading fi:H· d6 and larer e4 . 

22.Wf e l !  
'Ih is flexible move has many purposes . 

The queen eyes the target on e6 whi le also 
overprotect ing the c3-pawn.  The latter point is 
of great i mportance as, apart from faci l i rar ing 
the thematic bishop manoeuvre to a3,  White 
also sets up a fu ture f4-f5 b reak. Final ly, 
the queen guards rhe h4-square aga inst  an 
incurs ion from a black knight. 

22 . . . lll fS 
This straightforward move is best .  

22 . . .. �.c6? !  m ight look in terest ing as rhe e6-
pawn is best left untouched: 23 .'Wxe6? �d7 
24.Wf d6 ,ll/,xh3 25 .gxh3 ctJ f5+ gives Black a 
pos i tional edge i n  v iew of h is excellent contro l  
on the  l ight squares and Whi te's bad dark­
squared bishop. 

However, Whi te has rhe s trong retort 
23 . f5 !;!; .  

22  . . .  EleS ! ?  is  an inte rest ing alternative, 
overprotect ing e6 and thus making . . . . @.c6 a 
poss ib i l i ty. Black's knight on e7 is s t i l l  head ing 
for d6, but  can choose between going there 
via f5-d6 or c8-d6 depend ing on how White 
continues. However, after 23 .gf2!  lt'l f5 24.ge2 
Whi re can develop some pressure,  for instance: 

a b c d e f g h 
24 . . .  ct'ld6 (24 . . .  <Jig7 2 5 . g4 ct'ld6 26.g5t)  
25 .lt'lf2 <Jig7 26.�c l �c6 27 .�a3 ct'l de4 
28 . . �.xe4 dxe4 (28 . . .  ct'lxe4 29 .ctJ xe4 dxe4 
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30 .i?.d6 is excel lent  for Whi te) 29 . . �d6t and 
the bishop wi l l  become s trong on  e5 .  

Al though we are wel l i nt o  the midd legame, 
I decided to exp lo re two d is t inct  d i rect ions in 
which rhe p lay may develop . We wil l  analyse 
the pat ient  C2221 )  23 . .icl fol lowed by the 
more aggress ive C2222) 23.g4. 

23 .lll f2 .ll!,c6 24 . g4 llld6 transposes to variat ion 
C2222.  

C222 I )  23 . .icl 

Wh i te goes for a themat ic improvement  of h is 
dark-squared b ishop before rak i ng action on 
the k i ngside. 

23 . • .  lllg7! 
Protect i ng e6, with the bold idea of grabbing  

the  a4 - pawn . 

'Ilic i m med iate 23 . . . . �.xa4? !  24 .g4 CL'ig7 25 .g5 i s  
too r i sky for Black. 

23 . . . lll d6 is  a ca lm al ternative wh ich ,  
u n fort u nately, fal l s  s l igh tly short of eq ual i ty. 
24 .. �a3 (24.lll f2 .\ll.c6 25  . . �.a3 CL'i de4=)  
24 . . . llide4 25 . . \llJA V!Jc7 26 .a5 !:!; Prevent i n g  
. . .  a5 a n d  secur ing  the placement  of the bishop 
on b4.  Black has a sol id pos i t ion with contro l  
over e 4 ,  bur  l i m i ted p rospects of counrcrplay. 

White can bu i ld  h i s  pos i t ion on  the k i ngs ide 
with g2-g4 and gradual ly prepare a break w i th 
f4-f5 or g4-g5 . 

24.E!f2 
24 . . \ia3 .\li,xa4 docs nor troub le  Black here. 

24.g4 should be met by 24 . . .  lll e4! in order to 

keep the k i ngs idc closed i n  the even t  of g4-g5 . 

25 .):\a3 :8'.af8� Black is sol i d  and the rook  on 
a3 i s  awkwardly placed . 

a b c d e f g h 

24 . . .  b5! 
Th is i s  the best way to col l ect the a4-pawn .  

Black avo ids m i sp lac i ng h is b i shop ,  and wi l l  
benefit from havi ng a passed pawn on a4  and 
the open b-fl l e  fo r h i s  rook(s) . 

24 . . . lll e4? !  is poor due to 25 .. �xe4 clxe4 
26.:8'.c2 ± .  

2 4  . . J il.xa4 ? !  wins  a pawn bur loses too much 
coord i nat ion .  After 25 . g4 lll h7  26.Ei'.e2 Ei'.e8 
27 . . �g2 b5 28 . f5 !±  White has a great i n i t iat ive 
wh i le the bishop on  a4 rema ins  o ffa idc . 

25.E!e2 
25 .g4 lll h7! keeps the ki ngs ide so l i d .  

25 .i?,a3 bxa4 26.:8'.b I \Wd8 i n tend i ng . . .  El b 8  
gives B lack decent  chances. 
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25 . . .  bxa4 26.g4 

a b c d e f g h 

26 . . .  lLl h?! 
Again we see this imporranr defensive move 

which enables Black to keep the kingside 
closed . 

27.ia3 :gb8 
'l11e game is dynamically balanced. Whi te 

has the bishop pa i r  and some activi ty, whi le 
Black remains sol id and has an extra pawn.  

C2222) 23.g4 

8 Em m m•m 
7 � i m.tmEm �- m ' � ' �  : �wT•ii�/ ,  � • •  % m � B 4 lS m ' �  � lS m  3 m  � mJLmct:J 2 � lS � � 0 ��;�m·-- · · · r,:�trm/ . . . . .  � % _ _ _ _  � ;?;/� &, , . , , � �, . , , , � 

a b c d e f g h 

23 . . .  lL:ld6 24.lL:lf2 
24.g5 is premature .  After 24 . .  . l2J fe4 25 .gxh6 

i'!af8 Black is do ing fine, thanks to h is better 
pawn s tructu re and gri p on  the e4-square. 

24 .. . ic6 25.g5 
Breaking up the kingside is consistent  and 

crit ical .  

2 5 .\We5 
"Th is enables Black to ven tu re a nice exchange 
sacrifice. 

25  . . .  \Wc7 26 .g5 Cli fe4 27 .'llg4 

27 . . .  h 5 !  
27 . . .  'll xd2 i s  risky: 28 .'ll xh6·r mm 29 . l2Jxf7 
@xf7 30.'Wf6"1" (After 30J5 ! ?  'We7! 3 1 . fxeG"i" 
mgs Black's pos i t ion holds together, 
although i t  is sti l l  dangerous . )  30 . . .  \jJg8 
3 1 .Wxg6"!" \f?h8 32 .2'.ae I !I Wh i te has fu l l  
compensation fi:)r the sacrificed material .  
The computer  shows a route to equal i ry, bur 
as a human p layer I would prefer to avo id 
this path al together. 

2 8 .'ll hG "i" @h7 29 .'ll xf7 Wxf7 30 . . \llc l  
Black's strong knight and l ighr-square 
con trol provide fu l l compensation fSt o Ԁ's逃怀m p 凰' s 萈a l  �peol an�۠lٰid搀krong's͠ې─eԸas̯搀� 렠rੰࡠ】  p฀
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3 5 . f5 (35 .1;�xe6 �Ve8 36 Jke7 ihlrg8 37.ihlf d7 
ihlrcS 38 .ihlrxd5 V�g4t 39 .�h I lll f2"l" ! ?  
40.Elxf2 ihlfd I "!" 4 J .�g2 ihlrg4"f= )  3 5  . . .  exf5 
36 .ihlre?t �g8 37.ihlre6"!" �g7 38 .ihlre?t= 

32 . . .  Elf8 33Jl,1,a3 Elf5 34.ihlrb8 

34 . . .  e5 !  
Launchi ng a counrerattack. Black i s  v i rtua l ly  
guaranteed a perpetua l  check,  and Wh i te 
must  be careful not to fal l  i n to a mat i ng 
attack. 

3 5 .gae l 

3 5 .dxe5 ? ?  loses on the spot to 3 5  . . .  Elxg5 "!" 
36.fxg5 ihlrg4"! 37.c±?h l  lll flt 38 .gxf2 d4"!"-+ 
fo l lowed by mate next move. 
After 35 .h4  Black a lways has a d raw in hand 
with . . .  R:xg5 "!" , but  can cons ider playi ng 
35 . . . :8f7!?  or  3 5  . . .  lllxc3 ! ?  first ,  givi ng  the 
opponent a chance to go wrong. 
3 5 .�h l gives Black many opt ions ,  none of 
wh ich lead to more than a d raw with best 
p lay. One poss ib le  l i ne i s  35 . . . exd4 36.cxd4 
lllg3 '!" 37. hxg3 ms followed by . . .  \ll1h3 '1 with 
a perpetua l .  

a b c d c f g h 

3 5  . . .  exf4 
O nce aga i n  3 5  . . . :8xg5 '!" 36 . fxg5 ihlrg4"!" 
37.c±?h I lllg3 "! 38 . hxg3 \r.fh3 "t is a s imple  
perpetua l .  
35  . . .  l'ffS and 35  . . .  exd4 36 .cxd4 Elf8 lead to 
the same ou tcome. 

36 .El:xf4 Elxg5 '!" 37.c±?h I lll g3 '1 

38 .c±?g2 

White cal mly wal ks i nt o  the d iscovered 
check and ,  s l ight ly surpr is i ngly, holds a d raw. 

38 . . .  lll e4"!" = 

Black should not get carr ied away with 
38 . . .  lll e2l" ? i n  v iew of 39 .<±?f2 lll xf4 40.Ele7'!" 
and Wh ite wins .  

Let  us return to 2 5 .g5 . ·n1 i s  i s  a better t ry for 
Wh i te,  who is p layi ng  for an attack without 
send ing  h i s  queen i n to danger. 

a b c d e f g h 
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25 ••. ll:l fe4 26.gxh6 
26.l2ig4 can be compared with the previous 

note after: 26 . . . h5 27 .l2ih6'!" �g7 28 .llixf7 
c;t>xf7� 

s �- B R R  1 [l i B  R•R 6 �..t� · · · · 
s ���.��Wfj:  

,, � • •  J :  
4 � - · �Ail[� • 
3 � ;/ Wfj ��� 
2 �-�����--�f!f; ;� . • ·� n = 0 . .  � � ?,. ,  J �" . .  � 

a b c d e f g h 
Black has sufficient compensation for the 

exchange in  view of his dominat ing knight 
on e4 and control over the l ight squares. It 
is hard to see a promis ing plan for White .  
rn1e closed nature of the pos i tion favours 
Black's knights over Whi te's bishops. White 
cannot do much with his extra rook, except 
perhaps sacrificing the exchange back on e4 
at some point .  Nevertheless, Black should 
be careful not to al low a favourable sacrifice 
on h 5 .  111 is  can be prevented by putt ing the 
king on g7 and,  if necessary, a rook on h8 .  
Another idea for White is to  br ing h is  darkr 
squared bishop i n to the game via c I and a3,  
intending to exchange i t  on d6 at some point .  
However, even i f  White manages to carry out  
that  plan,  i t  should not be too rroublesome 
for  Black. Besides, White needs to organize 
a proper defence of the pawns on c3 and f4 
before he can th ink  about moving the bishop 
away. 

26 . . .  gaf8 27.l2Jg4 l2Jxd2 
I briefly looked at 27 . . .  liih7? !  28 .lll e5 :§'.f6 

but found i t  too passive. lbe text move is more 
forcing. 

28.Wfxd2 E:xf4 

By now we are a long way out  of the opening, 
but  I wi l l  provide some i l lustrative l ines 
demonstrat ing that the posi t ion is dynamically 
balanced. 

0 � - , . 

8 � � ��· � 
7 
�.t•� 0· ,, Y,� % 

6 '  '�f�:� :�� 
5 iii�. � ���f ' 4 'leT,���� �·)!)if '�• '� � 
� g''a�,�** c�w ,� ��fli �� � m M � 

a b c d e f g h 

29.gael  
29 . .  �.g2 is best me t  by  29 . . . ;g4f5 !  ( 29  . . .  l'.&xfl '!' 

30 .l'.&xfl l"lxfl t 3 1 .i/,xfl '&d8 32 .'&e3 '&e7 is 
fine according to the engine, but  for  a human 
player this could feel  a b i t  unpleasant) 30 .lll e5 
liih7= when Black remains sol id.  

29 .lll e5 .lte8 
29 . . .  l'.&8f6 30.Jlg4 l2ie4 3 1 .l'.&xf4 lll xcl2 
32 .l"lxf6 '&xc3 is also playable, and ult imately 
leads to equal i ty after some adventures . 

30 .. 'il,g4 llle4 

3 l .Ylxc6t 
3 l .l"lxf4 lllxd2 32 .Ylxe6'!" transposes . 
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3 J . . .Wh7 32.!Jxf4 l2lxd2 33 .!Jxf8 \Wxc3 
34.l=i'.e l ! l2le4 3 5 .Wfl l2ld6!= 

One way or  another, we are head i ng for a 
perpetual check i n  the not-too-d istant future. 

30Jhe6 c;t>h7! 
30 . . .  !Jxf3 ?  i s  i n i t ia l ly given by the computer 

as equal , but the ma in l ine leads to a lost  
endgame for Black: 3 I .!Jxf3 !Jxf3 32 .\Wg2 
8'.f5 33 .l2le5 .\1?,e8 34.IJxgGt �xg6 35 .�VxgGt 
'it>f8 36.h4 l=i'.xe5 37 .dxe5 \Wb6-f 38 .Wg2 l2le4 
39 .\WxbG axb6 40 .Wf:?+-

3 1 .°Wg2 
3 I .l2le5 ! ?  l=i'.8f6 32.l=i'.xfG \Wxf6 is balanced . 

3 1 .  .. ttJ f5 32.ttJe5 ttJh4 33.°Wg3 .ixa4 
34.ttJxg6 

34.!JxgG l=i'.xf3 3 5 .l=i'.g?t Wxh6 36.l=i'.xf3 
/Jxf3 37 ./Jg6t ©h7 38 ./Jg?t Wh6= ends i n  a 
perpetu al .  

34 . . .  ttJxf3t 35.c;t>h l g4f7 36.gd6 

37.gxf7t 23xf7 38.23xd8 gf} t 39.°Wgl gxgl t 
40.'it>xgl ttJxg6 4 1 .gxd5 ttJ f4 42.gc5 .ic6= 

'TI1e endgame should be d rawn ,  al though 
some play rema ins .  

Conclusion 
ll1 is ends our  d iscuss ion of the 8 .�d3 f5 
variat ion .  1he 1 2 .\Wd I l i ne is  Wh i te's foremost 
try fo r an open ing advantage, but the bold 
I 2 . . .  '.Wa5!  offers Black i nt e resti ng p rospects. 
I 3 .l2l f3! ?  i s  an i nte rest ing gambi t, but both 
of  the proposed solut ions are fu l ly satisfactory 
for Black. I 3 .\Mfd2 is p layable, but after 
1 3  . . .  c4! 1 4 .�e2 l2l f5 the th reat of . . .  l2ld6-e4 
forces Whi te to compromise h is development, 
enabl ing Black to equal ize. 

I 3 . .  �,d2 is the main l i ne, and then the fresh 
I 3 . . .  l2ld7! ?  comes i n to play. After i nvestigat ing 
i n  some deta i l ,  I found an  i mportant 
improvement which is covered i n  variat ion 
C222. Based on my analys is and a smal l  but 
growi ng body of correspondence games, i rs 
cu rrent theoretical srarus is heal thy for Black, 
and I an tic ipate more practical rests soon .  



8 . . .  �bc6 
a b c d c f g h  

Move 9 Sidelines 
Variation Index 

I .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Cbc3 j,b4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 j,xc3t 6.bxc3 Cbe7 7.'1Wg4 o-o s.j,d3 

8 . . .  Cb bc6 
A) 9.h4 
B) 9 .°1Wh3 
C) 9.°1Wh4 CDg6 1 0.°!Wxd8 �xd8 

Cl)  1 1 .C2Jf3 
C2) 1 1 .j,g5 

D) 9.CD f3  f5 10 .exf6 �xf6 1 1 .j,g5 
D I )  1 1 . . .e5? !  
D2) 1 1 . . .�f7! 

E) 9.j,g5 °1Wa5 10 .CDe2 Cbg6! 1 1 .0-0 '1Wa4! 
El) 1 2.°1Wg3!? 
E2) 1 2.f4 

C2) after l l .5li,g5 

a b c d c f g h  

1 1  . .  .fii! N  

D) n o r c  to 1 O . cx lii 

a b c d c f g h  

1 3  . . .  cxd4 ! N  

E2) note to 1 4  . . .  Wfa 5 !  

244 
245 
246 
246 
247 
250 
25 1 
252 
252 
254 
255 

a b c d c f g h  

1 8 .1il.fh3!N 
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1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.CDc3 $>,b4 4.eS cS 5.a3 
$>.xc3t 6.bxc3 CDe7 7.�g4 0-0 8.$>,d3 CDbc6 

a b c d e f g h 

Compared with 8 . . . f5 ,  th is  move has the 
advantage of keep ing  the centre closed , 
thus rendering Wh i te's bishop pa i r  l ess of a 
threat .  ll1e danger is that by l eav ing the d4-
e5 pawn wedge i n tact, B lack accepts a spat ia l  
d i sadvantage on rhe ki ngside and offers Wh i te 
some attacking chances. The ensu ing pos i t ions 
tend to be both stra tegical l y  and tactica l ly  
more comp l i cated than after 8 . .  . f5 .  

In  th is chapter w e  w i l l  exam i ne five s idel i nes: 
A) 9.h4, B) 9.�Jh3, C) 9.�h4, D) 9.4Jf3 and 
E) 9.$1.gS . 

9.�h 5 is the ma in  l i ne, coverage of wh ich 
begi ns in the next chapter on page 2 5 8 .  

A) 9.h4 

'Il1 i s  is aggress i ve bur  nor the most usefu l move 
overa l l .  

9 . . .  fS! 
The s imp lest rep ly, lead ing to an i m proved 

vers ion of the 8 . . \l!,d3 f5 pos i t ions where the 
usefu lness of Whi te's h2-h4 is in quest ion .  

Var iat ion A of Chapter  14 featured a s im i la r  
pos i t ion with CD g l -f1 havi ng been played 

ins tead of $>JJ -d3 . In the former l i n e  I 
recom mended a qu ick . .  . f6 break, but  here 
9 . . . f6 would a l low 1 0 .$1.hG :gf7 1 1 .exfG CD f5 
1 2  .. \l!,g5 with mur ky compl i cations. 

10.exf6 :gxf6 
Compared with the 8 Jl/,d3 f5 9 . exf6 Elxf6 

variat ion ,  i t  is obvious that the develop ing 
move . . .  CD bc6 is l i kely to  p rove more usefu l  
that  Wh i te's h2-h4 .  

1 1 ..lli,gS 
I 1 .\Wh5 is best met by the somewhat 

sur p ris ing: 1 1 . . . CD f5 !N 1 2  .. lll.g5 ( l 2 .CDe2 c4 
l 3 .5lxf5 :gxf5 l 4 .�g4 e5+) l 2 . . .  t�a5 A n ice 
coun ter! l 3 .CDe2 El:f7+ 

1 I . ..:i:l:f7! 
1 l . . .  e5 ! ?N looks in terest ing and could be 

tried , but fo l l ow i ng l 2.t}Yh5  e4 1 3 .$1.xfG gxf6 
l 4 .. \l!,b5 !  �a5 1 5 .'%Ve8 "1" <;t>g? 1 6 .El:b 1 ! �xc3 "!" 
1 7 .<;t>f! = Whi te is a l l  r igh t accord i ng to the 
computer, wh i le to my human eye i t  all looks 
l i ke unnecessary compl icat ions .  

1 2.�hS g6 
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1 5  . . .  'Wb2! A n ice i nr ermediate move. 1 6 .:gd 1 
\Wxc3'l" l 7 .:gd2 ltJ xe7 1 8 . h 5  'Wxa3 l 9.hxg6 
ltJxg6 20.CiJ B 'We it 2 L�d l c3 22 .l'i:d3 'Wxh6 
23.llxh6 a5 !  24.Zhc3 a4 25 .:ga3 .�d7+ Black 
remains a pawn up and has an important  passer 
on a4 which l im i ts Whi te's active prospects . 

13  . . .  'Wa5 1 4  .. \1l.d2 

14 . . .  e5! 
Explo i t ing the lead in development before 

Wh ite can ach ieve anyth ing on the ki ngside. 

1 5.h5 
l 5 . c4 ?  is well met by l 5 . . . 11'Jf d8+ in tending 

to recapture with rhe queen on d 5 .  

I 5 .dxe5 ltJ xe5+ i s  also more pleasan t  for Black. 

1 5  . • .  e4 16.hxg6 ltJxg6� 
Rauch - Schwing, Oberwinden 2007.  Black 

is betrer thanks to his devclopmenr advanrage 
and active pieces . 

B) 9.Wh3 

a b c d e f g h 

This has been an exrremely rare choice,  bur  
there is some sense beh ind i r ,  as  explained i n  
the  next note. 

9 . . .  ltJg6 1 0.CiJf3 'Wa5! 
l IJ . . .  c4 is sl igh tly i l logical, as after l l .�,xg6 

fxg() Whi te's queen is nor attacked and, 
compared with the main l ine ,  he has nor 
moved h i s  bishop to the passive c3-square. 
From here i t  looks p romis ing for White to 
play l 2 .a4 ! ?  securing the a3-f8 d iagonal for the 
b ishop, as in Sakharov - Furman, Tbi l i s i  1 9 56 .  

1 1 .0-0 
1 l .Jli,d2 c4 l 2 . . 11l.xg6 fxg6 1 3 .0-0 rransposes 

to the mai n l i ne below. 

1 1 . . .c4 1 2.i!,xg6 fxg6 13 .�d2 
Whi te might also defend the d-pawn 

racrical ly by 1 3 .:ga2 although the rook looks 
r idiculously passive here.  1 3  . . .  b5 !  'fo is  move 
holds Wh i te down on rhe queenside and 
prepares a poss ib le  . . .  b4 break i n  the distant 
future. 'The chances arc about equal bur Black's 
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pos i tion  is eas ier to play. 1he plan for the next 
few moves is to develop by . . . . �,d7 and rhen 
double rooks on the f-fi le .  

1 4.E.i'.fc l  
1 4 .lll e 1 b5  gives Black some i n i t iat ive .  
1 4 .Ela2 ,li!,d7 leaves rhe rook passive on a2,  

and Black is fi ne. 

14 • . •  .\kd7= 
Black is fu l ly developed and is ready for 

fu rther act ion .  The pawn structure is favourable 
for him bur rhe bishop on  d7 is sl ightly pass ive, 
wh ich makes the pos i t ion equal . 

C) 9.i%4 

a b c d e f g h 

Th is move inv i tes a queen exchange. On rhe 
face of i t  th is  does not sou nd too threaten ing, 
bur in fact I found it necessary to p ropose an 
i n novative approach - see var iat ion Cl below. 

9 . . .  lllg6 I OJWxd8 E.i'.xd8 
As usual  i n  the Winawer, Wh i te has the 

bishop pair  whi le  Black has a heal th ier  pawn 
structure and counrerplay on rhe l igh t squares. 
Whi te's rwo ma in  moves are Cl )  1 1 .lllf3 and 
C2) 1 1 ..�,gS . 

1 1  .�.e3 is nor  rhe most active move, and 
B lack has several ways to ach ieve an equal 
pos i t ion .  All th ree of rhe games in my database 
have cont i nued with I I . . . .\kd7, which is  a 
perfectly decent option .  However, I would 
l i ke ro recommend rhe i nte rest ing new idea 
1 1  . . . lll h4! ?N with the poss ib le  con ti n uat ion :  
1 2  .. �.g5 lll xg2 '1' 1 3 . \bfl f6 1 4 . exf6 gxf6 l 5 . .W.xf6 
E\f8 I 6.:�.g5 lll f4= The pos i tion  is balanced,  
a l though I s l ight ly p refer Black's hea l th ier 
pawn struc ru re and better development .  

Cl) 1 1 .lllf3 

s :«B.i.�� m•m 
7 �·- -·�1 .t.  
6 m'i)m ' m'i)m m �·ww��·% m : �.-II:'.�. 
3 �  �jLmCZJm 
2 m ci m  � ci � ,.�.�. ,., 

a b c d e f g h 

From here Black must consider the poss ib i l i ty 
of .�.xg6 fol lowed by dxc5 w inn i ng a pawn,  
a l though the second p layer wi l l  be  guaranteed 
at l east some pos i t ional  compensatio n .  ·n1ere is 
more than one  playabl e  conti n uation ,  but the 
fol lowi ng act ive choice i s  my preference. 
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l 1 . . .f6!? l 2.exf6 gxf6 1 3.dxcS eS 
White is a pawn up with two b ishops, 

but the c-pawns are tr ip led and Black has a 
powerful pawn centre. 

14 .. ffi.e2 �JS 1 5  .. \ll.d l 
Now in Papa - Marr i n ovic, ·rriesen 2004, 

Black should have played :  

8 AU �� m•m 
7 mam  m m a  6 m�m r1�m 
5 m � a riJ.U 
4 ���.-3 
2 / . . . . /m7�"mm0Kr!l ; . . . . ffd � ·'-0 ;/,/,° /-% � ;;� ��·� �M � . .  � �t.1 �. j � 

a b c d e f g h 

1 5  . . .  f&dc8!N 
The correct choice of  rook, vacat ing the d8-

square for the knight .  

1 6.Ei:bl l2:Jd8 17 . .\ll.e3 l2Je6! 1 8.�bS 
1 8 .f&xb7 l2Jxc5t gives Black more than 

enough counterplay along rhe c-file. 

1 8  ... �c7 
Black's superior pawn formation and bener­

placed p ieces offer fu ll compensation for rhe 
small amount of material given .  

C2) 1 1..lll.gS 

'Ihis is the most common move, developing 
rhe bishop with tempo. However, this is nor 
necessari ly an advantage as Black may be able 
ro drive rhe b ishop away wh i le gain ing t ime. 

s A�.!.?,� U•• 
7 r.t & U  U & ¥1 &  6 .-��j,,�:J� s �J���¥1lJ�D 4 :f!(>(f;�:f!(ff;/,�/,���� 3 !?(:§ !?(:§ � m m 
2 

% . %."ti%
U 

%� l� 
�� �· f:f �M �. � m ?, j  � . · 

a b c d e f g h 

1 1  . . .  fG!N 
So far Black has only rried a couple of 

quieter rook moves in practice, bur after 
investigating them I came to rhe s l ightly 
surprisi ng conclusion rhar Whi te was better in 
al l  l i nes .  The text move is a d i rect challenge ro 

White's scheme. 
Before go ing any further, I wil l  show you 

why I was nor happy with rhe a l ternatives. 

1 1 . . . ms 1 2 . l2J f3  .\ll.d7 ( 1 2  . . JG is a pr incipled 
idea, bur after 1 3 . exto gxf6 I 4 . .  \ll.h6 �e8 
l 5 .dxc5:t Whi te was b<.:rrer i n  Wi l l iamson -
Burke, corr. 20 I I . ) l 3 .h4 h6 l 4 . .ffi.e3 cxd4 
I 5 .cxd4 l2Ja5 ! 6 .h5  l2J e7 Cobiel la Rodriguez 
- Gonzalez Menendez, Oviedo 2006, and 
now 1 7 .g4 !N looks b<.:st, i ntend ing 1 7  . . .  l2J c4 
! 8 .g5 l2:J xe3 l 9 . fxe3:t when Whi te's ki ngside 
i n i t iative gives h im rhe advantage. 

l I . . . �e8 ! ?N is pretty s imi lar ro rhe abov<.: 
l ine ,  bur bri ngs a couple of small advanrages 
in ddcnding rhe e7-square as well as keep ing 
rhe f8 avai lable as a poss ible retreat square for 
rhe kn ight on g6. If B lack is looking for an 
a l ternative ro rhe main l i ne,  rhis would be my 
suggest ion.  

l l . . .  �d7! ? 
This i n terest ing move was one<.: played by 
CAmi .  'lhe rook is heading fo r the c-file. 
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l 2 .l2J f3 Elc7N 
·n1 i s  looks l i ke the best try, a 1m 1 11g for 
counterp lay with . . .  �d7 fol lowed by . . .  l2Ja5 . 
l 2 . . .  h6 1 3 J�c3 c4 l 4 .. lie2 b5 l 5 . h4 a5 
I 6 .h5  l2Jge7 1 7 .g4t is good for Wh ite, who 
i ntends g4-g5 , which may be p repared by 
<;f;>d2 and Elag l . 
l 2 . . .  l2Jge7 was p layed i n  Ni jboer - CAm i ,  
Gron i ngen 2003, a nd  now 1 3 .dxc'i !N would 
have given Wh i te some adv a n t age due to h i s  
extra pawn . 

1 3 .h4 !  h6  
I t  is i mportant to  prevent t he  enemy h-pawn 
from reach ing  h6 .  

1 4 Jke3 cxd4 
l 4 . . . . \l?.d7 1 5 . h 5  0j f8 1 6 .g4t favours Wh i te .  

l 5 . cxd4 l2Ja5  1 6 . h 5  l2Je7 l 7.g4 0:J c4 1 8 .i\'k l t  
Black has found a good home for h i s  kn ight 

on c4 , bur the problem with the pass ive b ishop 
on cS remains .  Meanwh i le, Wh i te i s  poised to 
create dangerous k i ngs ide th reats with g4-g5.  

1 2.exf6 gxf6 1 3  . .  \l?,xf6 i'!f8 
Black's pawn sacrifice is j ust i fied by the 

weakness of the d4-pawn . Wh i te must 
e i ther return the material o r  make pos i t iona l  
CO n CeSS I O n S .  

14 .. \l?,xg6 
Preservi ng the extra pawn i s  the cr i t ical test, 

bur one that Black should be qu i te happy to 

face. 

Safer is  1 4  . . \l?,g5 cxd4 1 5 .cxd4 LZ:lxd4 1 6 .Lll e2 
lLl xe2 I 7 .�xe2 �,d7 wi th approx i mate 
equal ity; Black has good cen tral control and 
active p ieces , while Whi te's b ishop pair i s  not 
too threateni ng.  

14 . . .  hxg6 15 . .  �,e5 l2Jxe5 1 6.d:xe5 i'!f5 
17.l2Jf3 g5 

Black's act iv i ty offers fu l l  compensat ion for 
the pawn deficit ,  as shown by the fol lowing 
short l i nes. 

s .iU.i.U U�U 
7 wi/i� � � 
: ;·�lt!) 
: ��;!� 2 •� m � � � r ��· ;///,;, � t� m � m �  

a b c d e f g h 

1 8.0-0-0 
l 8 . h4 ! ?  g4 I 9 .lLlh2  i'!f4!� sees Black 

ma inta i n i ng control rather than hurrying 
to rega i n  material . Now rhe e5-pawn can be 
used as a sh ield ,  p reventi ng any i nvas ion by 
Whi te's rooks. Black's p ieces are more active 
and Wh i te has several weak pawns to worry 
about. 

l 8 . h3  .il.d7 1 9 .0-0-0 i'!af8� Black keeps the 
i n i t iat ive and has fu l l  com pensat ion .  Over the 
next few moves he can improve h is pos i t ion 
by putt ing rhe k ing on g6 and bishop on c6, 
s lowly i ncreas ing rhc p ressu re. 

1 8  . . . .  \id7! 
Black could play l 8 . . .  g4 ro win back a pawn 

on e5 or f2 , bur after 1 9 .tt:Je I t  White has a 
useful lead i n  development .  
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a b c d e f g h 

19.c4 
I r  makes sense for Whire w exchange off one 

of h is  weak pawns .  
l 9 . h3 transposes rn 1 8 .h3  above . 

19  . . .  g4! 
Wirh rhe bishop a l ready developed , rhis 

m ove becomes more appeal ing rhan ir was on 
rhe prev ious turn. 

l 9 . . . «ik6 
I spenr some rime analys i ng rhis move, 
but was not completely happy clue w the 
fol lowi ng l i ne.  

20 .cxd5 il.xcl5 2 l .h4 g4 22 . lt'i h 2  :!J:f4 23.:!J:hc i ! 
@f7! 

The king is head ing fr>r h5  to prorect the 
g4-pawn.  I starred by analys ing 23 . . .  \�Jg7 ,  
but then  real ized tha t  rhe  f7-square gives 
more Hex ib i l i ty, as in some l ines rhe k ing can 
remain there ro defend the e6-pawn.  

24.g3!  
24.gd! ?  sees White return i ng rhe pawn w 

fight for rhe i n i tiative, but after 24 . . .  gxf2 
25 .lt'ixg4 E&xg2 26.ll'l f6 i!,c6 27.E&c3 b6 
28 .E&d6 E&c8 29 .h5  Ei:e2 Black is fine.  

24 . . .  Ei:a4 25 .Eld3 @g6 26.lll fl Ei:f8 27.lll e3 
Black maimains some compensation ,  but i r  

is hard for  h im w do anyrh ing active. White's 
e x t ra pawn is not having much impact on the 
game at the rnomem, but thar may change if 
he manages to exchange a few pieces . 

20.lllh4 E&xe5 
20 . . .  8:xf2?!  is riskier on account  of 2 1 . cxcl5 

il,a4 22 .d6!;!; .  

'll1e pos i t ion is approximately balanced, for  
instance: 

24 . . . 8:f6iii 
Black's piece activity compensates for the 

pawn deficit .  Apart from a ru ined pawn 
structu re Wh ite also has a stranded knighr on 
h4.  I f  anyone has winn ing chances i t  should be 
Black, bur the most l ikely outcome is a draw. 
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D) 9.ctJf3 

Th is move has seldom been seen in h igh- level 
games in recent  years . I n  my op in ion ,  however, 
i t  deserves a good deal more attent ion than i r  
h a s  been given .  

By the  way, the present pos it ion can  also occur 
via the move order 8 .CtJ f3 ctJbc6 (on page 1 8 5 
I analysed 8 . . .  \Wa5 ! ?  as an i nterest i ng alternar ive) 
9 .. \1?,d3 ,  as noted earl ier in Chapter 1 4 . 

9 . . .  f5 
Black must  rake ki ngside countermeasures. 

1 0.exf6 
By far the mosr popular choice, a l though 

Wh i te has also tr ied an assortmenr of  queen 
moves . Here i s  a summary showi ng the ma in  
ideas B lack can  employ. 

l O .�fg3 i�b6 l 1 . dxc5 i�Vxc5 1 2  .. �,d2 ctJa5=  
Tarai - De l  R io  de Ange l i s ,  Bratto 2003 . 

1 O .\Wh 5 has been pl ayed i n  qu i te a few 
games, but  so far nobody seems to have tr ied 
10 . . . \Wb6N l l . dxc5 \Wxc5 l 2J �,d2 ctJa5+± 
wh ich  can  be  com pared w i th  1 O .iWg3 above. 

1 0 .\1-1f g5 \Wa5 1 l . .�,d2 c4 1 2 . .�,e2 \Wa4 1 .3 .\Pd 1 
( 1 3 .f'Ea2 ! ?N h6  1 4 .\Wg3 l±ih7=) Waldhauser -
Negele, corr .  1 99 5 .  

1 C UWh3 iWb6 I 1 . dxc5 ! ?N ( 1 1  . .  �,d? !  c 4  1 2  . .  \ke2 
i�b2 I 3 .l±id2 i�b6!+ K i l patr i ck  - Dgebuadze, 
B lackpool 2008 . )  1 l.. .t�xc5 1 2 . 0-0! ?  ( I  2 . . �,d2 
CtJg6=) I 2 . . .  iWxc3 I 3 .ikl2 \Wc5 Wh i te has 
some compensat ion for the pawn,  but I would 
consider it sufficient  for equa l i ty a t  best .  

A final option is :  I O.�fh4 VHa5 I I . .  �,d2 iWa4 
1 2 .f'Ea2 .�,d7 1 3 . 0-0 Wh i te has a 1 00% score 
from five games from th is  pos i t ion ,  but  Black 
can improve wi th :  

8 •• � ��·� 
i{'.li'� & � A ;,� fr&[a 7 ;;� A � ..!L :m: '?,,::; A 6 ��'"'�/ %� 

s WJ( f'AlA,H��J�L , . 4 �.� . . . � ... ·�· . . · . . . . � 3 f{t'i� ;;.\'Wi � ifj,?i; � ;;?;;j . .  :u.3._ . �q; &. __ 011m_� �&ti愀45:;i'il45ᆢ.045-� 

%ꀀㅶ: ๓ۙ� २㌀ ४ ჻ �  
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1 0  . . .  Ei:xf6 

s i.U1-� U•� 7 ��f• J��mf /, , . , , /,  � ;.-/, , . . . .  z . . . .  z 

6 UlfA)U i �� U 
5 �  w8i• u 
4 •• , '���-1. 
3 �  ��-qj-2 .  "U �"U � 8 �� 

�m '� •� 
a b c d e f g h 

I I ..\l?,g5 
After this  obvious move Black stands at a 

crossroads. I spent some r ime considering 
D I )  I l . . .e5?! bur evenrually concluded that 
D2) I I . . .Ei:f7! should be preferred. 

D I )  I l . . .e5?! 

This tempting yet i ncorrect move leads to a 
mosrly forcing sequence. I wil l  nor ment ion  
every possible deviation along rhe  way, a s  I do 
nor  want ro  spend too m uch t ime on an inferior 
continuat ion.  '1l1e important thing from our 
perspective is that Black does not seem to have 
any way to improve on what fol lows. 

I2.\Wh4 e4 13 . .  \hf6 gxf6 I4.�lxf6 exd3 I 5.cxd3 

I 5  . . .  cxd4 
l 5 . . .  .\l?.f5 is a playable deviat ion, against  

which I found a useful  improvement for  White: 
1 6 .dxc5 !N .�.xd3 1 7 .\WeG'! �g7 1 8 .lll e5  lll xe5 
l 9 .\Wxe5 "1" ©g8 20 .\Wg3'1° c'\i!.gG 2 1 .0-0;!; 

s E • � -�· 
7 - · � � � · / ; ?{!if§} ;; .� 
6 . • • •.a• 5 .  ffj i • •  
4 

. •  %.z ''1£f ,,;;.u;;;. 
;,;--(iii �If/ ;;;;;;:; 'mxi 3 rd rd � 8'§;, 

2 /, /.Z z.%% //,/rtJ'�/f!fj 
I ��f .• s .n_,�; ' 

a b c d e f g h 
We reach a posi t ion with Wh ite having 

rook and rwo pawns versus b ishop and 
kn ight. Wh i te stands better, as  Black's king is  
vulnerable and the white rooks have several 
open files on which to operate. 

I 6.lllxd4 lllxd4 I7.\Wxd4 lll c6 
l 7 . . .  �f5 1 8 . 0-0 lll c6 1 9 .iWd d4 20.cxd4 

transposes. 

I 8.\We3 d4 I 9.cxd4 �f5 20.0-0 \Wxd4 

I found this pos i t ion mentioned by Watson 
in  the th ird ed it ion of Play the French with 
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the comment " I t's hard not to prefer  Black's 
p ieces" . I n  my op in ion th is  eva l uat ion fai ls to 
take i nt o  accou n t  the relat ive safety of the two 
k i ngs . 

2 1 .1.WgSt �.g6 22.Elabl b6 
Th is pos i t ion has been reached in several 

games,  i ncl ud ing the al l -GM encounter 
Groszpeter - Macak, Hungary 2009, which 
was even tual ly drawn.  However, Whi te's play 
can eas i ly  be improved . 

23.h4N; 
Whi te has a pers istent i n i t iat ive. It is also 

worth poin t ing  out that even  i f  Black succeeds 
in exchangi ng queens,  the rook m igh t s t i l l  get 
the better of the two minor  p ieces in a furnre 
endgame with pawns on both flanks .  For th i s  
reason ,  rhe next  move is  the one I recommend . 

02) 1 I . . .Elf7! 

H aving seen why th i s  move is  necessary, 
it is r ime to br ing  th is  th read of analysis ro 
an abru p t  end. -n,e reason is that we have 
transposed to a pos i t ion that has a l ready been 
ana lysed under rhe move order 8 . .  \11,d3 f5 
9 . exf6 :gxf6 1 0 .11,g5 Elf7 1 1 .lLl f3  lLl bc6. For a 
fu l l  d i scussion of  th i s  l i ne ,  see var iat ion A2 of 
Chapter 16  on  page 203 . 

E) 9 . . \11,gS 

a b c d e f g h 

Th is ra re but aggressive move has sco red wel l 
for  Wh i te and must be taken seriously. The 
immed iate th rea t is .\VJ6. 

9 . . .  1.WaS 
Black unp ins the kn ight  on e7 and  searches 

fo r  coun terplay on the queens ide .  

I 0.4Je2 
The cr i t i ca l  con r i nuar ion , offeri ng a doub le­

pawn sacr i fice in rernrn for a k i ngs ide attack. 

1 0  . . \11.d2 does nor t rouble Black after: 1 O . . .  c4 
1 Llll .. e2 \Wa4 1 2  .. \11.d l  (or 1 2 .:gc l N a5  1 3 .lL\ f) 
\Wxa3 1 4 .0-0 \'&b2!  1 5 .md 1 a4 J 6 .lt:J e  1 \Wb6+) 
l 2 . . .  \Wb5 1 3  . .  \11,c l f6 1 4 . lLl f3  \Wa5 1 5  . .\11.d2 '1l1 is 
was Alderis io - Giacchetti , corr. 20 1 1 ,  and 
here I suggest: 

a b c d e f g h 
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1 5  . . .  fxe5 N  1 6 .dxe5 ( 1 6 .ll'ixe5 ll'i xe5 1 7 .dxe5 
\�b6 1 8 .0-0 \Wb2 1 9 .:gc l ll'i f5+) ! 6  . . .  ll'i g6 
I 7 .\Wg3 m·5 1 8 . 0-0 ll'i gxe5+ White wi l l  
struggle to prove h is compensation for  the 
pawn . 

I would not recom mend I O . . .  cxd4 I I . f4 dxc3 
1 2 . 0-0 when White has ach ieved a crush ing 
practical score. Perhaps B lack can survive wi th 
perfect defence, but  it 's defin i tely not my cup 
of tea . 

1 1 .0-0 
Other moves do nor  make much sense. 

I I . f4 ?  overlooks the basic threat: I 1 . . .ll'ixd4+ 
Haznedaroglu - Alavki n ,  Moscow 200 5 .  

I I . h4?  i s  met t h e  same way: l l . . .  ll'ixd4! 
1 2 . �  g3 ll'ixe2 l 3 . .  �.xe2 \Wc7! (The most 
precise, although l 3 . . .  ll'i xe5 ! ?  is also excel lent 
for  Black. ) I 4 J4 0'J e7+ Whi te lacked 
compensation for the pawn in Wallace -
P H .  N ielsen, Gausdal 1 996. 

1 1 . <;tid I ? ! has been played by the ever­
creative grandmaster Sulskis . The idea is to 

avoid . . .  ll'i xd4 while keeping the rook on the 
h-file. However, the king move can be met 
by: I l . . . f5 !N  ( l  I . . .\Wa4+ was also pretty good 
for Black in Sulskis - N guyen Chi Minh ,  San 
Marino 2006.) l 2 .exf6 e5 

s i.m.t'� ��•• � � / . .  , , . Y. � 
7 � ' m  m , �1 '  
6 m1S1m ' B1S1m 
5 �Uii ?§'� & ?§'� �c® �'511 ?a;;: • ?o;;: � 
4 

/,. . .  %mZ . . .  %��z . . . .  %•�m 
3 u 0�j(� 0- 0 

z . .  % • • • • •  % � � 
2 m [j m�u [j u  r � �� �--· · · "ye ·//· · · · % ?,� � �� ;� 

a b c d e f g h 

l l . . .1<�a4! 
A strong move with several purposes. 1he 

queen puts p ressure on both d4 and c2, whi le 
at the same t ime creat ing the tactical tr ick 
of . . .  ll'ixe5 .  Wh ite has two main responses: 
El)  1 2.\�g3!? and E2) 1 2.f4. 

l 2.f3 is rather tame and after l 2 . . .  c4 l 3 .�xg6 
fxg6= the pos i t ion was balanced in Wi l lemze -
L:Ami ,  Wijk aan Zee 200 5 .  It is rather d ifficult  
for ei ther s ide to make progress, a lthough 
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Black should have s l igh tly the eas ier t ime as 
Wh i te has more weaknesses. 

El )  1 2.Wlg3!? 

So far th is  has on ly ra rely been seen ,  but i t  has 
been tested by some strong p layers and has 
scored wel l  for  Wh i te .  

1 2  . . .  c4! 
It is important to force the exchange of the 

l igh t-squared bishop. 

Grabbing the pawn by 1 2  . . .  cxd4? !  is far too 
dangerous and can be met by either 1 3 . f4 or 
1 3 . h4 ! ?N wi th a s trong attack for  White .  

1 3  .. �,xg6 fXg6 14.13fcl  
White has also used rhe  other rook to defend 

the queenside:  
l 4 .!3a2 «-ii,d7 1 5 . h4 13f7 I 6 . h5 ! ?  

A typical sacr ifice. 
1 6  . . .  gxh 5  1 7 .0'J f4 

8 ,i • • ••• 
7 � · �-2.�.i � i  
6 .ljj. I. .. -5 .  � · �  � ·  

\UIJ� 1. WA"'d ?F,Y;. ??'i?f: 4 s � a ro:. � � 
3 f!jdw,.0¥[!l :.� ;JI: )); L . .  % L z  � L . z 

2 �- 8 - � 8 ·  

� � � F? �  �;,; � @� � ;,'§'% 
a b c d c f g h 

1 7  . . .  !3xf4 ! ?  
Black responds to h is opponen t's sacri fice 
with one of h i s  own ! Giv ing up  the rook for  
the wh i te kn igh t  i s  h igh ly thematic i n  such 
pos i tions .  Now Whi te is tota l ly naked on rhe 
l ight squares and the formerly passive bishop 
wil l  grow strong on gG. 

1 8  . . �xf4 .�,e8 1 9 .Wlh3 .�.f7 20J�.g5 13e8 
Lensky Khlusevich, Russia 1 994.  

Black i n tends to p lay . . . .  �,g6 next , with fu l l  

compensat ion .  Objectively the pos i t ion is 
about equal ,  but Black has the i n i t iat ive and 
the more comfortable game. 

a b c d e f g h 

14  .. . .  �d7 1 5 .h4 !3f7 1 6.f3 !3af8 
The inaccu rate I 6 . . .  h6? !  was p layed 1 11 

Robson - Bercys, Richardson 20 I I .  Here 
Wh i te m issed the opportun i ty to c la im an 
advantage after I 7 . h 5 !  s ince the bishop cannot 
be taken for  tactical reasons .  

17.�fl!? 
White's idea is to walk his king to d2 , where 

it wi l l  defend the c2-pawn, thus enabl i ng  h i s  
rook(s) to swing to the h-fi le to support the 
attack. 

17  . . .  b6 
In order to avo id the poss ib le  d raw that may 

occur i n  the mai n l i ne, Black could consider 
1 7  . . .  �hS ! ?N ,  with the po int that 1 8 .�e I h6! 
can be played without h av ing to worry about 
h4-h5 .  'The cont i nuat ion might be: l 9 . .  \kd2 
( 1 9 . h 5 ?  gxh 5+) l 9 . . . 0ie7 20.0i f4 \:t>h7 2 1 .Wlg4 
!3f5 wi th rough ly  equal chances. 

1 8. l:t>el 
We have been fol lowing the game Bologan 

- Kosyrev, Moscow 2004. At th i s  po int i t  is 
t ime for Black to take a bit of space back on 
the ki ngs ide with :  
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18  . . .  h6!?N 
·n1e game cont inued 1 8  . . .  Wa5 1 9 .@d2 b5 

20.Ei:h 1 when Wh ite was in contro l  and was 
able to bui ld up a strong attack. 

19.hS!? 
1 9 .�d2 CLle7 20 .Wg4 CiJ f5= does not look 

too threaten ing. 

1 9  ... Ei:fS 
This forces a draw but the a l ternative 

1 9  . . .  gxh5 ? !  20 .�.xh6 favours Wh i te. 

20.�,xh6 gxh6 2 1 .Wxg6t Wh8 22.Wxh6t 
Wg8 23.Wg6t= 

E2) 1 2.f4 

TI1 is is by far rhe most popular conr inuarion .  

12 . . .  c4 1 3"'�xg6 fxg6 14.Ei:a2 
1 4 .Ei:fd has been p layed but  i t  looks rather 

i l logical ,  as now both of  Whi te's rooks are 
s ruck on rhe queenside. 1 4  . . .  :i!i.d7 l 5 . h4 Th is 
was Robson - Holt ,  Wheel ing 20 1 3 , and here 
I suggest l 5 . . .  Ei:f7N 1 6.h5  gxh 5  l 7 .Wxh5 
Ei:af8=  inrending . . .  h6 when B lack is fine, and 
may look to transfer the b ishop via e8 to the 
kingside in  the near future. 

Afrer the text move we arrive at a crit ica l  
posi t ion where i t  is imporranr for Black to 

make the right decision .  Whi te is holding h is  
queenside together with the awkward ly-placed 
rook o n  a2, whi le  on the kingside he is poised 
to launch an attack with h4-h5 .  

S i�,·-·;� 7 ¥� i � � ¥� i 
6 mlSlm ' m ' m  

� � �-0.'/// %;)'� 5 
� 

� i ¥� � 
4 �- i �  ��-
3 � � � � % . .  % L.% � � 
2 Mm 8 mtZJm 8 � 
1 �· m � M � � � � L j  

a b c d e f g h 

14  • . •  WaS! 
Th is move has hardly ever been played , bur 

I believe i t  is best .  I n  o rder to pu t up proper 
res istance aga inst  the arrack, Black should be 
ready to transfer rhe queen back to the kingside. 

Before go ing any further, I will show you why 
I was nor  happy with the much more popular 
a l ternative: 
l 4 . . . .  \li:.d7 l 5 . h4 !  

Wh i te should str ike a s  quickly as  possible 
before Black can get properly organ ized . 
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I 5  . . .  m5 
l 5 . . .  l'J;f7 l im i ts Black's opt ion ;  for  i nstance, 
it wil l not be able to play . . . . �eS for a wh i le .  
1 6 . h 5  gxh 5  1 7.�xh5 l'J;afS 1 8 .�g4! With 
this strong move White keeps his attacking 
chances without lett ing Black i n to the game.  
( l  8 .g4 ! ?  h6 1 9 .�g2! �a5 !  5脴욘ፁ! ? 珞 � w㌓! u 䀀l'J;af 't;j჻ w  o n cEi'.⸀sa錀丁l飠n � fo I 錀 ve v e  ve東fo g x e s ctJ �

a 砀

1
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1 5 .h4 V!Jc? 1 6.hS Conclusion 
White can hardly delay this move, as . . .  h6 

was threatened. 

16 ... gxhS 17.V!JxhS V!Jf7 
With the queen ava i lable to p rotect the 

kingside, Black does not face anyth ing l i ke the 
level of danger seen in  the 1 4  . . .  �,d? line above. 

a b c d e f g h 

1 8.V!Jh3 h6 19.�h4 VYfS= 
Black was a l l  right i n  Michielsen - M iedema, 

Netherlands 20 1 1 .  As usual, the activation of 
the bishop via e8 and g6 is an important motif. 
Whi te would l ike ro prepare f4-f5 ,  bur Black is  
qu i te wel l  placed to meet th is  p lan.  I f  Wh i te 
exchanges queens then he wi l l  lose much 
of his attacking potential ,  while i f  he avoids 
the swap, the rook on a2 will have to remain 
passive unt i l  White finds some other way to 
defend the c2-pawn. 

9 . h4 is p remature, and 9 . .  . f5 !  immediately 
gives Black a more comfortable vers ion of 
rhe 8 .. �d3 f5 variation covered earl ier in 
rhe book. The rare queen moves 9.V!Jh3 and 
9 .V!Jh4 are s l ightly trickier though, and rhe 
latter in  particular forced me to find a radical 
innovation in  variation C2. 

9 . ll'i f3 is a serious sidel ine ,  and after rhe 
standard cont inuation 9 .. . f5 1 O .exf6 :ihf6 
l l .gi,g5 , Black should avoid the overambi t ious 
l 1 . . .  e5 ? !  in favour of l I . . . �f7! ,  transpos ing to 
qui te a popular theoretical variation that has 
al ready been covered earl ier i n  rhe book. 

Final ly, 9 .£?,g5 is a rare line that must nor be 
underest imated. It is important for Black not 
to become p reoccup ied with pawn-grabbing, 
as Whi te's arrack could p rove deadly. Instead 
we should focus on mobi l iz ing the pieces and, 
i f  necessary, retreat rhe queen so that she may 
assist with rhe kingside defence. 



8 . . .  ltJbc6 
a b c d c f g h  

9.°@hS 
Variation Index 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.etJc3 ih4 4.eS c5 5.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 etJe7 7.�g4 0-0 
8.i.d3 etJ bc6 9.�h5 

A) 10 .i.gS!? 
B) 10 .etJh3 �c7 

B l )  1 1 .i.e3 
B2) 1 1 .0-0 

J\) n o t e  to J O  . . .  \Wa5 !N  

6 
5 
4 

2 

a b c d c f g h  

1 7.VHd!N 

9 .. .  etJg6 

/\) a fter I 1 . .  \ll.d2 

a b c d c f g h  

1 1  . . . . \11.d?N 

B 1 )  after  1 3 .r\l/ g4 

259 
261 
261 
262 

a b c d c f g h  

1 3  . . .  WaS N  
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l .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.ctJc3 !b4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 
!xc3t 6.bxc3 ctJe7 7.W'g4 0-0 8.!d3 ctJbc6 
9.'Wh5 

Threaten ing mate in one may be crude, but 
i t  is the most effective try for an advantage . 

9 . . .  ctJg6 
I wil l  mention in  pass i ng that 9 . . . h6? ?  

1 0 .ixh6! gxh6 l l .W'xh6 4.:\ f5 1 2 .ixf5 exf5 
1 3 .0-0-0! has been analysed out  to a v i rrual ly 
forced loss for Black. 

The knight on g6 p rovides a s tu rdier defence 
of  the kingside. From here the main move 
is 1 0 . 4.J f3 ,  as d iscussed in the fi nal th ree 
chapters . ·n1e remainder of this  short chapter 
will be devoted to two i nterest ing s idel i nes: 
A) IO.ig5!? and B) 1 0.ctJh3 .  

1 O.£/,e3 W'a5  1 l . . \id2 transposes to variation A 
below. 

1 O.l2:Je2? !  is rarely seen ,  for good reasons. I n  
the database I fo u n d  only two games, both 
cont inuing with l O . . . c4 which is fine for Black. 

However, l O . . . W'a5 ! N  looks even s tronger, 
for instance: 1 1 . 0-0 ( 1  U l i.d2 \Wa4+) 
l l . . . b6+ fol lowed by . . . . \ia6 when Black 
quickly exchanges his  bad bishop , resu l ting in 
a posi t ional advantage for h im .  

A) IO.!g5!? 

This tricky move has only been seen once 
acco rd ing to the database. 

1 0  • . .  'Wa5!N 
I have opted for a sol id conti nuation in order 

to l im i t  Whi te's attacki ng poss ib i l i t ies . 

The compute r  has other ideas, but  you should 
be aware that engi nes tend to underest imate 
White's attacking chances , and often foi l  
to recogn ize the danger unt i l  i t's too late.  I 
wi l l  ment ion two such l ines for i l lustrative 
purposes: 

1 0  . . . W'b6 l I .4.Je2 c4 1 2  . .  \1?,xg6 fxg6 1 3 .W'g4 
\Wb2 Black wins a pawn , but after 1 4 .:9'.c l 
Wf xa3 ( l  4 . . . id7 l 5 . h4! )  l 5 . h4 !  White has a 
strong attack. 

! O  . . . Wfc7 
'll1 is  is the mach ine's top suggest ion,  and has 
been tried once in p ractice . 

l l .4.Je2 cxd4 
The computer proposes l l . . .  W'a5? !  as a 
playable al ternative, but  i t  is not worth los ing 
a tempo . 1 2 .0-0 b6 l 3 . f4 iaG l 4 .E\f3 The 
attack develops smoothly even without the 
d3-b ishop , for ins tance: l 4 . . . . \1?,xd3 l 5 .:9'.xd3 
E!fcs i G.E!h3 4.J rs 1 1  .:gn +-
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l 2 . f4 
We have reached a posmon resembl ing 
the l i n e  I warned about after 9.il,g5 i n  
t h e  previous chapter. Whi te's attack has 
cons iderable venom,  for  i nstance: 

a b c d e f g h 
1 2  . . .  h6 

1 2  . . .  dxc3 is a poss ible improvement ,  but  
after 1 3 . 0-0 i ntend ing  E.i'.f3 Whi te's attack is 
st i l l  go ing strong. 

1 3  . .  \kxh6!  gxh6 1 4 .\Wxh6 lll cxe5 1 5 .fxe5 V!ffxe5 
J 6 .cxd4 1Mfg7 

Now in  Van der Weide - Barsov, Dieren 
2000, Wh i te could have stayed on top with :  

1 7 .1t�c3 !N 
Black has  survived the  attack, but Wh i te has 

a pos i t ional advantage. 

After the text move is may appear that Black 
must be doing wel l ,  having won a tempo. 
However, he must take care to use i t  i n  the 
right way. In some of the ma in- l ine  pos i tions 
i nvolv ing the b locked centre with . . .  c4 , Whi te 
often moves h i s  kn ight (wh ich has previously 
been moved to f3) back via g I to e2 and later 
g3 or  f4. If Black is not alert to such nuances, 
Whi te's tempo loss cou ld turn out to be a 
tempo ga i n .  

1 1  . . .  !d7N 
It is not often that we can play two novelt ies 

in consecut ive moves , but the previous pos i t ion 
has a l so ar i sen via another move order. 

I I . . .  c4? !  I 2 .. !fi.xg6 fxg6 has been played , but 
after I 3 .\Wg4N Wh i te's tempo loss is fu l ly 
j usti fied ,  for reasons expla ined i n  the note 
to Wh i te's 1 1  th move above. After 1 3  . . .  \Wa4 
1 4.lfa2 the pos i t ion resembles the ma in l i ne  
below, but Wh i te's kn ight can  qu ickly move to 
the more favourable e2-square. 

1 1  . . .  bGN is nm the most effective p lan ,  as 
after 1 2 .lll f3 .\ka6? 1 3 .lll g5 h6 1 4 .il,xg6 fxg6 
l 5 .\Wxg6 hxg5 I 6.\Wxe6"!" 2'.f7 l 7.\Wxc6± Black 
does not have enough compensation for the 
lost pawns. 

I nstead of I 2 . . .  $,a6? ,  B lack can try to 
safeguard h is ki ngs ide fi rst with l 2 . . .  lllce7 , 
but is a b i t  too pass ive. Wh i te can either 
cont i n ue the attack wi th l 3 .h4 or begin with 
the p rophylactic l 3 . a4 preven ting . . . . 1£.a6, wi th 
excel lent chances in e i ther case. 

1 2.lbf3 
·n1 is i s  the  on ly  opportun i ty for Whi te to 

p lay I 2.a4, prevent ing the black queen from 
occupyi ng th is  square ,  as occurs i n  the ma in 
l ine below. Unfortunately for Wh i te ,  i t  is 
too early for  such ideas due to l 2 . . .  Ei:ab8!t 
i n tending to fol low up with . . .  b5 at  some 
point ,  perhaps with the i nclus ion of . . .  c4 fi rst .  
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1 2  . . .  c4 
With the whi te kn ight committed to the 

f3-square, now is the right time to block the 
centre. 

13.ixg6 fxg6 14.\Wg4 �a4! 
Prevent ing a3-a4 and tying the enemy rook 

down to the defence of a3 and c2. 

8 Am m ��·m 
7 � • •Im �.I i 
6 m'i1m • m • m  

5 � � · � � � � L J  � 
4 "ifm • �  mvm 
3 �  � m�m 

" · · "� " - - · "m/':i��w-� �w-� 
2 ����ri8'Wi � - -� � �, j � 

a b c d e f g h 

1 5J':!:a2 f&f5 
I n tending . . .  l'Zaf8 .  B lack has a comfortable 

pos i t ion and is wel l p laced to ddend against 
the thematic h4-h5  attack. 

B) 1 0.lllh3 

'l11 is i ntrigu ing  move has the idea o f  

br inging t h e  kn igh t  t o  g5 j ust a s  i n  the 
main l i nes, while offer ing some independent 
options for both sides. 

1 0  .. . �c7 
ror the moment Black reacts the same as i f  

the  knight was on f3 .  Now Whi te can choose 
between B l )  l l .ie3 and B2) 1 1 .0-0. 

l l .lLig5 is analysed under the move order 
I O .l2Jf3 V!lc7 1 1 .lLig5 - sec variation D of the 
next chapter on page 269. 

B l )  l l .ie3 

l l  . . .  c4 
l l . . . l2Jce7 is playable, but after 1 2 . f4 ! ?  

( 1 2 .0-0 c4 1 3  . . 1l,xg6 fxgG=) 12  . . .  V!la5  1 3 .1J,d2 
White had a slight in i t iative in a double-edged 
pos i t ion,  J .  Polgar - Hil larp Persson ,  Malmo 
2000.  

1 2.ixg6 fxg6 13 .�g4 
I 3 .Wfh4 b5 1 4 .0-0 §ld7= was perfectly 

fine for Black in  Stefansson - Psakhis ,  
'Torshavn 2000. Black has some i n i tiative 
on the q ueenside and remains sol id on the 
kingsidc. 
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ll1c text move was p layed in Joach i m  - Libeau ,  
G ladcnbach 1 996. ·n1e pos i t ion resembles the  
ma in  theoretical l i ne, but  here Whi te's kn ight  
i n  on h3  i ns tead of f3 . Th is  d i fl-ercncc favours 
Black s l ight ly, as he docs not have to worry 
about a qu ick attack based on h4-h 5 .  

8 .im.i.m ��•m �-'.0 ., , , ,,,, • � '.0 : r�11i?.�fi 
s m - · �  m 
4 m • �  mvm �-;,, �-'.0 %''0 m � ff]JK.-.�� r ·� U y,,;;:;, �-r� � � � l:t  

a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . . .  1.Wa5N 
·n1 i s  seems fi ne, a l rhough Black could 

a lso consider I 3 . . .  b5 ! ?N by analogy with 
Chapter 23.  

14.id2 
1 4 .�d2 is  poss ib le ,  but  such a move ca rries 

certa i n  strategic risks, espec ia l ly  when Whi te's 
attack is s low to get off the ground .  Here is 
a br ief i l l ustrat ive l i ne .  1 4  . . .  �d7 1 5 . lt:J f4 §:f7 
1 6 .h4  :gaf8 Black is  wel l  placed to counte r  the 
k ings ide th reats, for i nstance: 

1 7. h 5  g5 !  1 8 .i¥Txg5 ? !  ( 1 8 .lt:Jc2 h6+) I 8 . . .  h6  
1 9 .Wg3 lD xd4! 20..lhd4 !'i'.xf4 Black has  a clear 
advantage, with the more active p ieces and a 
safer k ing. 

14  . . .  1.Wa4 15 Jfa2 id? 1 6.0-0 
1 6 .lt:J f4 :gf5 1 7 .h4 8:af8 docs not worry 

Black, who is ready to meet h4- h 5  with . . .  g5 .  

16 . . .  b6!? 
A usefu l  wa i t ing  move, guard ing  aga i nst  a 

poss ib le attack on the b-fi le ,  whi le  also giv ing 
the queen a route back v ia  a6 and c8 .  The 
pos i tion is  balanced . 

B2) 1 1 .0-0 

-n1 is  has been the more popular choice,  but  
Black has  a good answer. 

l l . . .c4 l 2.ie2 
Black's ma in  p lan from here is  the central 

break with . . .  f6 , but fi rst  he should take the 
opportun i ty to d isru p t  Wh i te's pos i t ion wi th :  

1 2  . . .  \M/a5! 
Forc ing Wh i te to decide how to defend the 

c3 pawn . 

I 2 . . .  f6 has been more popular  and has been 
tried by Vit iugov, but Wh i te has scored heavi ly 
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here and the main l i ne  i s  j ust  a better move all 
round.  

13 . . \ll,d2 ?  fa i l s  to 1 3  . . .  CLi xd4!+ winn ing a pawn.  

l 3 .�,b2 is the only move to have been tested , 
but the bishop looks r idiculous.  I th ink  Black 
should play: 13 . . .  \Wa4N Prevent ing a3-a4 , 
which would enable White to l iberate the 
bishop. 1 4  .. \i?,d I f6 Th is move preven ts tLl g5 as 
well as putt ing pressure on Whi te's centre. I t  is 
worth adding that Black should not necessari ly 
grab a pawn on e5 next move, even ifa l lowed to 
do so. Ins tead he should continue developing, 
i n  order not to risk handing over the in i t iat ive 
to White. 'I11e game is balanced, but  Black has 
a more harmonious pos i t ion with better piece 
coord inat ion.  

1 3  . . .  f6! 
Note the favourable t iming of this move: the 

wh i te queen is exposed on the f-fi. le, and she 
also obstructs the f-pawn, preventing f2-f4 .  

14.exf6 :f'l:xf6 1 5.Wfg3 eS 
5 . . .  CLige7= is also fi.ne ,  intending . . .  tLl f5 .  

16.dxeS CDcxeS 17.�gS 

1 8.ct:Jf4 �fS= 
The posi t ion is dynamically balanced. 

Conclusion 
I O . .\i?,g5 ! ?  is a tricky move, bm after 1 O . . .  \Wa5 
1 I . .\ll,d2 5Rd7 Black i s  fi.ne,  the key point  being 
to wai t  for the white knight to come to f3 
before blocking the centre with . . .  c4 . 

1 0 .CLlh3  should be met by 10 . . . \Wc7. Then 
.CLlg5 transposes to the next chapter, but  

White has  two main  i ndependent options.  
. .lil,e3 c4 resembles the main theoretical 

l i ne, but Black has a s l ightly eas ier time as the 
knight on h3 obstructs Wh i te's most dangerous 
attacking plan of h4-h5 .  

1 1 . 0-0 is the  best attempt  to  rake advantage 
of the knight's placement on h3 ,  but the 
accurate . . . c4 1 2 .il.e2 \Wa5!  provides an 
excel lent so lut ion,  when B lack should have no 
problems. 
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a h c d c f g h  

10.�f3 

Variation Index 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.ctJc3 ib4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 ctJe7 7.Wf g4 0-0 
8.id3 lll bc6 9.WfhS lllg6 10.lll f3 

A) I I .id2 
B) 1 1 .a4 
C) 1 1 .h4 
D) 1 1 .ctJgS 
E) 1 1 .0-0 c4 

El )  1 2.ixg6 fxg6 
E2) 1 2.ie2 f6 

E2 1 )  1 3.exf6 
E22) 1 3.:gel ! ?  

;\)  n o r<:  to 1 2  . .  0.xgG 

a h c d c f g h  

I .L . .  \li.d7 !N 

1 0  . . .  Wfc7 

E I )  after 1 4  . . \li.d2 

a h c d c f g h  

1 4  . . . b 5 ! ? N  

E22 )  a fter 1 7 .nd I 

265 
266 
267 
269 
270 
270 
272 
272 
273 

a h c d c f g h  

1 7  . . .  cxd4 !N  
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1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.CLJc3 ib4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 
ixc3t 6.bxc3 CLJe7 7.\Wg4 0-0 8.id3 CLJ bc6 
9.\Whs lllg6 1 0.lll f3 

a b c d e f g h 

'l11e kn igh t comes to i ts most natu ral square , 
where it supports the centre and threatens to 

go to g5 .  

1 0  . . .  \Wc7 
. . .  l2Jce7 is qu i re a respectable sidel ine,  bu t 

after l l .dxc5 ! ?  ( l l .h4 has also scored wel l for 
Whi te) 1 1 . . . bG ! 1 2 .cG! I was unable to find a 
path to ful l  equal i ty. 

"Ihe text move is the main move by far. Black 
takes the focus away from the kingside for a 

moment, by th reaten ing to rake twice on d4. 
I n  this chapter we wi l t  consider five side l ines : 
A) 1 1 .id2, B) l l .a4, C) l 1 .h4, D) 1 1 .CLJgS 
and E) 1 1 .0-0. 

I l . . lfle3 is the main l i ne,  and wi l t  be covered in 
the final rwo chapters. 

A) l l .id2 

This is rare, but  it was once tried by Sh i rov. 

l l .  .. c4 
Blocking the centre is a typical plan that 

works j ust fine here.  

1 2.ixg6 
Another game cont inued : l 2 .. lfle2 f6 l 3 .h4 

Now in  Poljak - Horwitz, emai l  2006, the 
natural cont inuation would have been:  

s i. R..t.R ¥11�R 
0'�% & .\iliJ �· if�;§ & 7 ?a; A �Si rff� ?A� A /, . .  , , ,-'.. /, . . . , /.  ?'.{/ff}. /.. . . . .  % 6 Rl.AlR .t. ��l.AlR s R � .t. w� RVJ!i "/;,,;��;,wtr&· · · · \:�.· / 0w� 4 {@"/'.:' .. :Q: iW�. ;;Q; 

3 ¥N& �N� � f':\ �� fq� . .  r�->-<. �-�-Wd§;'. /W/h fj :� � Xt§; fj 1r· 
z 1 · · :�@;,!JffJ/.1:,;;l· · ·:PW!f;�� f� � ?� . :  

a b c d e g 
3 . . . g,i,d7 !N With good chances . It is worth 

not ing that Black docs not yet th reaten to take 
on e5 due to l2:Jg5.  However, in the meant ime 
White does not have many at tack i ng ideas 
whi le Blade's last move prepares . . . . lfle8 . 

1 2  . . .  fxg6 1 3.\Wg4 

8 Am.t.m ���m 
�·� :

. , , ,; �·· �·� 7 1.1� • � m 1.1� • 
6 m111m • m • m  
s m  · · � m 
4 m • �  miim 
3 f!i//// � m�m 
2 : . .  %m%8%� 0H f;�f1 .�. "• "•i 

/ y � / , /  � 
a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . . .  bS!+± 
Funni ly enough , i n  my first  draft of analysis 

I was content wi th l 3 . . .  \1-IH7 l 4 .h4 l1-lff5 
l 5 . \Wxf5 :§:xf5 as in Sh i rov - Yusupov, Leon 
2008, when Black did nor appear to have any 
problems. However, when I i nves t iga ted this 
type of queen less position more deeply, my 
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op in ion  changed - see va r iat ion B22 of the 
next  chapter for  deta i l s .  

l�ortunately, my analys i s  of the ma in  1 I . . W,e3 
var iat ion  made i t  easy to come back and mod i fy 
the recommendat ion i n  th is  sma l l  s idel i ne .  The 
pos i t ion after the text move i s  a lmost  iden tical 
to the start i ng  pos i t ion of Chapter 23,  except 
for  the pos i t ion of the bishop on d2 i nstead of  
e3.  I f  anyth i ng, th is  smal l  d ifference i s  l i kely to 

favour  Black s l igh tly, as the d4- and f2-pawns 
are not  as wel l defended, wh i le  the king does 
not have the use of the d2 square .  

14.a4?! 
'Il1 i s  seems l i ke the m ost obvious way to try 

and take advantage of  the bishop's placement 
o n  d2 .  Aga inst  other moves , Black can happi ly 
fo l l ow the recom mendat ions presen ted in 
Chapter 23 .  

14 . . .  b4!:j: 
Effectively refu t ing  Whi te's last move, due to 

the fol lowing poin t :  

l 5.cxb4? c3!+ 

B) l 1 .a4 

a b c d e f g h 

I was surp rised to find only four games with 
th i s  i n teres t ing move, which was tested by 
Jud i t  Po lgar back i n  1 993 .  

l l .  . .  cxd4! 
Black should carry th rough wi th the ma in  

idea p repared by h i s  l a s t  move. 
1 l . . .  c4 ? !  was played in th ree of the four 

games, but block ing the centre makes less sense 
here ,  as it p resents Wh i te's bishop with the 
a3-f8 d iagonal . 1 2  . .i'..xgG fxg6 Now in Polgar 
- Gdanski , Budapest 1 993 ,  Wh i te could 
have obtai ned some i n i t iat ive with 1 3 .\Wg5 !N 
i nt end i ng 1 3  . . .  \Wa5 1 4 .t'Hd2 fol lowed by .\l?.a3 . 

12.0-0 dxc3 1 3  . .ia3 
l 3 .llig5 ? h6 1 4 .llixf7 runs i nto a strong 

coun ter:  

a b c d e f g h 
1 4  . . .  l2J f4! 1 5 .Jkxf4 1t.'0fxf7 1 6 .V�xf7"!" �xf7 
1 7  . .  �,g3 l2J b4+ when B lack rema ins  with an 
extra pawn in the endgame. 

Here I found an improvement on  the game 
Liermann - Herrman n ,  corr. 1 994.  
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13  . . .  h6!N 
Prevent ing any troublesome ctJg5 ideas. 

Black a l ready has two extra pawns, so he can 
afford co give up the exchange co dampen 
Whi te's i n i t iative.  

14  . .id6 
1 4  . .  \li,xfS ctJxf8 gives Black a fine pos i tion . 

14 . . .  'Wds 
Th is is the most sol id rep ly, keep ing the 

queen with in easy reach of the kingsidc. 

I 4 . . .  \k!fa5 was my first in tention,  bm after 
fu rther  investigation I was nor completely 
happy after 1 5 .:I':i:fd l  ct:J t4 1 6 .'Wg4 ctJ xd3 
l 7 .:I':i:xd3 when White has  some attacking 
chances. 

8 i.m.i.� ��·� 7 •TW '•t� 
6 mlil� 1. mlil-
5 m m 1. o •Vil 
4 b m f' mWffJI 3 m -JlmlLJm 
2 m b m  t� ci �  

� , , �  � � �-;;� r� � � M � 
a b c d e f g h 

1 5  . .ixf8 
l 5 .'Wg4 lt:Jgc7 1 6 .:I':i:a3 :I':i:c8 l 7 .:I':i:xc3 lt:J f5 

l 8 .�,a3 id7 is roughly equal ;  Wh ite has 
the bishop pair and some activi ty, but Black 
remains sol id and is a pawn up. 

1 5  . . . l2Jxf8 1 6.:Ba3 'WaS 17.:Bbl a6= 
Preventing :gb5 .  B lack has a heal thy posi tion 

with two pawns for the exchange. 

C) 1 1 .h4 

1 1  . . .  cxd4 
Black should not back down from the 

chal lenge. The ensuing posit ions arc sharp and 
risky for  both players, bm with accurate play 
Black should come out  on top. 

1 2.sYdl 
'll1 is is  the  clearly favoured move in  practice, 

a lthough i t  is condemned by my compmcr 
engine. 

l 2 .ctJg5?  'Wxc5 '! is no good for White .  The 
only practical encounter  continued l 3.\¥f c2? 
\k!fxe2'1' and Black was winn ing eas i ly in  Cvak 
- Jurc i ,  email 2005 .  White should at least try 
keeping the queens on, but in that case Black 
continues 1 3  . . .  hG when his kingside is safe and 
his extra material should decide the game. 

1 2 .0-0 
Th is has only been played one game, 
and indeed i t  looks s l ightly strange in 
conj unct ion with Whi te's last. 

1 2  . . .  dxc3 1 3 .:I':i:e 1 
1 3 .fi:b 1 ! ?N  could be considered, bur  Black 
has a choice of good repl ies. 1 3  . . .  fG is s imi lar 
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to the l i nes given below, whi le  1 3  . . .  b6!? 1 s  
also qu i te prom is i ng. 

1 3  . . . f6 l 4 . exf6 gxf6 1 5 . .  ffi.h6 
In the even t  of l 5 Jkxg6 hxg6 l 6.'\Wxg6"i" 
'1Wg7 l 7.'\Wd3 '\Wh7! 1 8 .'\Wxc3 e5+ material i s  
level but  Black has a great pos i t ion .  

a b c d e f g h 
1 5  . . .  '\Wf7 1 6..\hfS lll xf8+ 

Draw agreed in  Douglas - Joergensen, emai l  
2006. In the flnal  pos i t ion Black s tands better 
and can p lay on  without much risk. 

a b c d e f g h 

1 2  . . .  dxc3 
After th i s  obvious move Wh i te has a few 

d ifferent opt ions at h is d isposa l .  

1 3J�h3 
" Il1 i s  has been the most popu lar approach . 

White mobi l izes another p iece al though there 
is s t i l l  no clear th reat i n  s ight . 

l 3 .lllg5 ?  foi ls  to impress after: 1 3 . . .  h6 I 4 . f4 
lllce7!+ Schuhmacher - Herrmann ,  Germany 
1 999 .  

1 3 .:Be I was played i n  Khari tonov - Hage, emai l  
1 999 .  Here I suggest the logical l 3 . . . lllce7N 
when Black i s  getti ng ready fo r the . . . f6 break. 
A poss ib le conti nuat ion i s :  l 4 .lbg5 h6 l 5 . CD f3 

a b c d e f g h 

l 5 . . .  f5 ! 1 6 .g4 :Bf7+ Whi te has some attack ing  
chances, but  not enough to  just ify the  rwo­
pawn i nvestment .  It is worth mention i ng the 
fo l lowing important resource: l 7.g5 

a b c d e f g h 
I 7 . . .  lb f4!  1 8  .. �xf4 g6 I 9 .\�fxh6 :Bh7 'l11e wh i te 
queen is trapped , a lthough B lack does not 
have to rush to capture her, and should i nstead 
develop h i s  queenside p ieces to avoid  open ing 
the k ingside prematurely. 

1 3  . . .  CLJce?! 
By overprotect ing the kn ight on g6, Black 

makes . . . f6 a viable opt ion when necessary. 
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1 4.lll g5 
Another game cont inued : 1 4 . a4 f5 5 .exf6?  

Ei:xf6 1 6 .111.g5 

14  . . .  h6 15 .lll f3 
By provoking Black's last move, White 

has succeeded in  holding up the . . .  f6 move. 
However, we will soon see that Black has o ther 
resources . 

1 5  . . .  '1Wb6 1 6.'itiel lll fS! 
Preparing an extraord inary idea. 

17.g4 

17 . . .  '1Wb2!! 

Th is wonderfu l  tactical blow refu tes Whi te's 
set-up. 

1 8.ixb2 cxb2 1 9.!&b l 'll f4 20.!hb2 'llxh5 
2 1 .gx:hS b6+ 

Tritt  - Myers, l nc ernet 2004. Black has a 
sol id extra pawn and should win the endgame 
with careful  p lay. 

D) l l .'llg5 

'Th is di rect attacking move leads to 

immediate s impl i fications. 

1 1 . .. h6 1 2.'llxf7 
l 2 .h4 ?  fails to 2 . . .  cxd4+ when Whi te's 

cencre collapses . 

1 2  . . .  '1Wxf7 1 3.'1Wxg6 
1 3  . .  :i!l.xg6? ?  \M/xf2t 1 4 .md 1 cxd4-+ 

13 ... '1Wxg6 14.ixg6 cxd4 1 5.cxd4 'llxd4 
The queenless pos i t ion is roughly level ,  

bur  Black's better pawn structure gives h im a 
s l ightly easier game to play. 

16.ie3 
lli f5 1 7. h4 . . '.i!l.d2 £l,d7 1 9 .h5  

was more pleasant for Black i n  Krivic -
Haugen ,  corr. 1 999 .  

1 G . .\!l,d3 il.d7 7Jll.b2 llic6 (After 1 7  . . .  m:m 
1 9 .£/.b2 8:14 20 . .'.i!l,c l  a draw was 
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agreed in Gelfand - Hiibner, Wijk aan Zee 
1 992 .  "TI1e repetit ion is not forced , but the 
pos i t ion is level anyw·ay. )  1 8 . 0-0 13ac8 1 9 . f4 
ctJa5=  Blass - Buczi nski ,  emai l  2003. 

1 6  • • •  l2Jc6 
1 6  . . .  CD f5 J 7 .ik5 �d8 is good enough for  

approximate equa l i ty, but the  kn ight has better 
prospects on the queenside. 

s .i U.i.U ��*U 
�Pi � �/ �-% 7 ¥� · � - ¥� 

6 Ull1U ·��tl 
s m m • �  B '% 
4 m m m m 

�m � m � �jn!-J1n!n � - � �� �;'cY/ . . . .  
%�% . :x 

P� //� �� �:M 
a b c d e f g h 

17.f4 b6 1 8.id3 lDa5 19.0-0 id7= 
Hurdle - Diotal levi , corr. 1 99 5 .  Wh i te's 

b ishop pair is fu l ly  compensated by Black's 
better pawn structu re. A logical plan for  the 
next few moves is . . .  13ac8 and . . .  lli c4,  wh i l e  an 
exchange of l ight-squared b ishops wou ld  of 
course be des i rable . 

E) 1 1 .0-0 

"TI1 is is the most popular of the s idel i nes 
examined in the p resent  chapter. Whi te 
develops natura l ly, but  rules out attacking 
ideas based on  open ing the h-fi le for the rook. 

l l . . .  c4 
Black ga ins space and forces a decis ion from 

Whi te. We wi l l  consider both El)  1 2.ixg6 
and E2) 1 2.ie2. 

1 2 .ctJg5?  fai l s  after 1 2  . . .  hG  l 3 .ctJxf7 cxd3 
( 1 3  . . .  lli f4N is p layable but unnecessary, as 
after 1 4 .llixhG"i" gxh6 1 5 .Jkxf4 �xf4 l 6 .'1=VxhG 
�g4 Black's advantage is smaller than in the 
game.) 1 4 .llixhGi" gxhG 1 5 .'1=VxgG°!" '1=Vg7+ 
Black's kn ight was worth more than Wh i te's 
th ree extra pawns i n  Wies i nger - Kol ler, corr. 
1 993.  

El) 1 2.ixg6 fxg6 

s .i U.i.. •m ��*U �-% '.' " " , � �-'l,'.; 

: ��-�di 
s U U i � U°iY 
4 m • d  m m 3 �  D UtZJU 
2 •U 8 U  � 8 D  �� � U:M� 

a b c d e f g h 

White has tried a l l  four of the ava i lable 
queen moves from here, but none of them are 
particu larly threaten ing. 

1 3.'!Wh3 
I 3 .'1=Vg5 has the idea to retreat the queen 

to e3 or d2,  protect ing the c3-pawn .  
However, th is  only rea l ly makes sense i f  
Wh i te has t ime  to activate h i s  bishop v ia a3, 
which Black can p reven t  with the fol lowi ng 



Chapter 2 1  - 1 0. CLJ f3  27 1 

manoeuvre :  1 3  . . .  Wa5 1 4  .. \i?,b2? ( 1 4 .�.d2N Wa4 
1 5 .�a2 �.d7=) 1 4  . . .  Wa4 1 5 .�ac l �d7t Whi te's 
stratq,ry had clearly fai led in Ciklabakkal -
Johnston ,  email  20 I 0 .  

1 3 .Wg4 i s  better su i ted t o  posit ions with the 
rook on h l  ro prepare h4-h5 . 1 3  . . .  Wa5 1 4 .�d2 
( 1 4 .�a2N can be met by 1 4  . . .  b5  with s imi lar  
ideas as  commented below. )  

8 _i.j_. ��·-
7 � · ·  9 W i 6 n'il• • • • • 5 �  · · �  � 
4 Ljai�� jniu 3 �  r� •�� 
2 %�/�/����� 

c ���' ,,�/ · .. /;;; ;;{ · · · · /  
f� � � ll ?� 

a b c d e f g h 
l 4 . . .  b 5  Black has a sol id  posit ion with active 
p rospects on the queenside. H is next move is 
l ikely tO be . . .  il,d7. Later he can ei ther double 
rooks on the f-file or  prepare the . . .  b4 break 
with . . .  �ab8 and later . . .  a5 .  

I 3 .Wh4 
Th is is qu i te an unnatura l  square for  the 
queen , as i t  inv i tes an exchange sacrifice on 
f3 at some poi nt .  

I 3 . . .  Wa5 

a b c d e g 

! 4 .�d2 
I 4.�a2? !  is well met by l 4 . . .  �xf3 !  l 5 .gxf3 
Wxc3 1 6 .�e3 �d7 when B lack's extra pawn 
and superior pawn stru cture more than 
compensate for the sacri ficed exchange. 
I t  might not be easy for  Black tO earn a 
fu l l  point ,  bur White's posi t ion is no fun 
whatsoever. 

! 4  . . .  Wa4 1 5 .�a2 �d7 
We have been fol lowing the game P. Slavin -

l-lasidume, Internet 2005 .  B lack has deprived 
Whi te ofany obvious active plan,  and the game 
is set for a manoeuvring phase. The pos i t ion 
is roughly equal ,  although Black has greater 
harmony among his pieces and a s l ightly better 
struc tu re. 

8 .im.tm ���m �,� :,, .,,�� �-�!1 7 iM� i �  � iM� i 
6 mlilm i m i m 
s m  m i � m 
4 m i d m m 3 f� f� m�m� � � :3r��:3r� 2 

c � ��� �ff@.�&A¥& �� � ��� 
a b c d e f g h 

1 3  . . . Was 
Again we see this typical move, which wins 

a tempo by threatening the c3-pawn whi le 
p lanning to put  the queen on a4 , prevent ing 
White from obta in ing the a3-f8 diagonal for  
h i s  b ishop. 

14.�d2 hS!?N 
1 4  . . .  Wa4 l 5 . .l'!a2 «J�.d7 is also poss ible;  in this 

case the queen keeps the a2-rook busy for the 
moment , but becomes sl ightly static herselE 

Push ing the b-pawn is an active way of 
prevent ing a3-a4 . Now Black's queen also 
keeps an eye on c3, and can later move away ro 
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a l low the long-term plan of . . .  E'.b8 fo l l owed by 
. . .  a5 and . . .  b4. 1he game is close to level ,  but  
Blade's s ide i s  more pleasant to p lay, and Wh i te 
does not have too many active ideas. 

E2) 12.ie2 

a b c d e f g h 

This has scored l ess well fo r Whi te than 
the previous l i ne,  but  to me i t seems l i ke a 
more logical attempt when Wh i te has a l ready 
castled. I n  the main l i nes where Whi te rakes 
on g6, the h4-h5  push is a standard attack ing 
p lan ,  but  wi thout a rook on h I i t  hardly carries 
the same force. 

1 2  . . .  f6 
Open ing the f-filc is the usual way to ach ieve 

counrerplay for Black. Now E2 1) 13.exf6 has 
been Whi te's most popular choice, but I consider 
the ra re E22) 13.E:e l !? to be more chal lengi ng. 
Other moves are easy for Black to handle: 

1 3 .�.e3 c1l.d7 1 4 .E:ab l E:ab8 ! ?  ( l  4 . . .  b6= is a 
sens ib le a l ternative) I 5 .exf6 E'.xf6= Black was 
do ing fi ne in Wicklund  Hansen - Szenczy, 
emai l  2008 . 

l 3 .a4 
I t  is logical to open the a3-f8 diagonal for 
the b ishop, but  Jka3 i s  not  yet  poss ible in  
view of the . . .  lt:l f4 fo rk .  

1 3  . . .  fxeS ! ?N 
Th is forcing cont inuat ion is an attempt to 
exp lo i t  Whi te's move o rder. 
I 3 . . . il.d7 is fine,  when Whi te's best rep ly is 
1 4 .E:e l !N lead ing to variat ion E22 below. 
I nstead after I 4.exf6? !  E'.xf6 I 5 .ttJg5? !  h6 
1 6 .ttJ h3? !  ( l 6 .4Jf3 lt:l f4 I 7.ixf4 E'.xf4+) 
1 6  . . .  WaS B lack had a clear advan tage in 
Shetty - Rav i ,  I ndia  1 994. 

1 4 .lt:lgS h6 

l 5 .Wxg6 
1 5 .lt:l xe6 j/,xe6 1 6 .Wxg6 E:f6 1 7.Wg3 .�f5 is 
also balanced. 

1 5  . . .  hxgS 1 6 .,\le3 exd4 l 7.cxd4 e5 J 8 .Wxg5 
,1IJ5 I 9 .dxe5 ixc2 

1he pos i t ion is double-edged but 
dynam ical ly equal . 

E21 )  1 3.exf6 E:xf6 

Wh i te has tr ied a few d i fferent moves here, but 
none of them are especia l ly chal lengi ng. 

1 4.lllgS? !  
'foe most d i rect attacki ng  try, but  i t  on ly  

he lps  Black. 

1 4 .il.gS is met by l 4 . . .  lt:l f4 l 5 . .  �xf4 Wxf4= 
when Black had no problems i n  Oi l  -
Dolmatov, Gron ingen 1 993.  

l 4.g3 has been the most  popular move, 
stopping  . . .  lt:l f4 but weaken ing  the l ight 



Chapter 2 1  - 1 0 . CU f3 273 

squares on the kingside. After l 4 . . . iild7 
intending . . .  gaf8 Black has a good game and 
even a smal l  advantage. 

14  . . .  h6 1 5 .t1Jh3 
White wo uld l ike to clamp down on the 

ki ngs ide with f2-f4 fol lowed 
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'I11 i s  pos 1 t 1on was reached in Klochan -
Vercam men, emai l  2004. Now it looks good 
for Black to play: 

s .im m ��·m 
7 m .t. �.tm m 
6 m1J1m ' m°iim 
s m m 1. m m 
4 8 m .t. �� m m 
3 m  n m m 
2 m 8 m�� 8 f'� c · z  %'% � ';'/,;.·;;;, �� �nd � 

a b c d e f g h 

17  . . .  exd4!N 1 8.cxd4 e5 
Black is ho ld ing h i s  own i n  the 

comp l i cat ions ,  for  i nstance: 

19 .'Wxg5 lllxd4 20Jhd4! 'Wc5! 

s _im m �·-�-��� • �-% 

: =-��:�� : !.rri{jj'• 
� '·=!��: 

C 
. .  ��%-��'?. . .  %;',;.·!.-[ . .  % 

1 ?� � • �� 
a b c d e f g h 

2 1 .'WxeS 
'1l1e spectacular 2 1 .E\f4 ! ?  exf4 22 . . �,b2 c3 

23 .�a3 \Wc6 24 . . �,xfS Elxf8 also leads to a 
balanced posi t ion . 

2 1 . . .ElfS 22.ia3 Elxe5 23.ixcS Elxe2 
24.ElxdS ixa4 

s _im m m•m �-% � m �-% 

: r�i•.•J.�. 
s m �nm m 

� 1:+:i7� �� m m �  
a b c d e f g h 

25.@fl ic6 26.@xe2 ixd5= 
It i s  hard to see the endgame ending in 

anyth i ng other than a d raw. 

Conclusion 
l l . .  �,d2 is not terr ibly important ;  Black should 
j ust play 1 l . . .  c4 and cont inue more or less as 
prescribed against  1 1  . . �,d,  as d i scussed i n  the 
next two chapters .  

l l . a4 and l l . h4 are i n terest ing s idel i nes, 
both of  which see Wh ite sacrific ing a couple 
of pawns to fight for the i n i t iat ive .  Black does 
wel l to take the mater ia l ,  but then return 
some or  a l l  of  i t  i n  order to dampen Whi te's 
in i t iative. l l .ctJg5 is not a bad move, but i t  
leads by force to an endgame where Black has 
few d ifficul ties. 

1 1 .0-0 is the most popular of the s idel ines 
examined here. After the standard l l . . .  c4 , 
exchanging with 1 Lltxg6 fxg6 does not carry 
much b i te, as Wh i te is  in no pos i t ion to attack 
with h4-h5 .  

l 2 .. \te2 is more i n teres t ing, al though after 
l 2 . . .  f6 , the usual reply of l 3 .exf6 leads nowhere 
for Whi te. 1 3 .E:e l !? is more chal lenging and 
may lead to tactical compl icat ions, with 
equal i ty the natural outcome after accurate 
p lay. 
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1 1 .ie3 c4 

Variation Index 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.l2Jc3 ih4 4.eS c5 5.a3 ixc3t 6.hxc3 l2J e7 7.V9g4 0-0 
8.id3 lLibc6 9.VNh5 lLig6 10.l2Jf3 VNc7 1 1 .ie3 

A) 12.ie2 
B) 12 .ixg6 fxg6 

B l )  13 .V9h3 
B2) 1 3.V9g4 

B2 1 )  1 3  . . .  id7 
B22) 13  . . . Wf7 

A) note rn I 3 .h4 ! ?  

1 1  . . .  c4 

A) a fter l 3 .h4!? B I )  after 1 5 .0-0 

276 
277 
277 
278 
279 
280 

a h c d c f g h  a h c d c f g h  a h c d c f g h  

l 5 . . .  li'l f4!N 1 5  . . . b5 1N  
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l .e4 e6 2.d4 dS 3.tt:lc3 ib4 4.eS c5 5.a3 
ixc3t 6.bxc3 tt:le7 7.1Mf g4 0-0 8.id3 tt:lbc6 
9.1Mfh5 tt:lg6 IO.tiJ f3 1Mf c7 l l .ie3 

Th is is the main move. Wh i te supports the 
d4-pawn and also pro tects f2 , which is relevant 
i n  some l i nes involv ing ctJg5xf7. 

1 1  . . .  c4 
The main alternative is 1 1  . . . lZJce7, which I 

have used successfu l ly, for  i nstance i n  defeat ing 
Delchev in  2006. Unfortunately, afrer some 
study I have concluded that Black is s t i l l  
struggl i ng to achieve equal i ty afrer 1 2 .h4 ,\l?,d7 
1 3 . E':b 1 ! as fi rst p layed i n  Karjak in - Yusupov, 
Amsterdam 2006. 

Blocking the centre is the usual plan, and we 
have al ready seen a few d ifferent vers ions of i t  
in  the p reced ing chapters. Wh i te sometimes 
ret reats with A) 12.ie2, but the main l i n e  is 
B) 1 2.ixg6. 

ll1e straigh tforward l 2 .ctJg5? does not work 
after: 1 2  . . .  h6 l3 .ctJxf7 (or 1 3  . .  �xg6 fxg6 
1 4 .i'Hxg6 hxg5+ Zh ukov - Belokur, Kiev 
2005) 1 3  . . .  cxd3 1 4 .ctJxh6·i· gxh6 1 5 .iWxg6 "!" 
i'Hg7+ Brayman - Nava Baro ,  emai l  2003 . 

A) 12 .ie2 

With th is  s l ightly passive move Wh i te hopes 
to make h i s  bishop pai r count in the long run .  

1 2  . . .  f6! 
A strong mu l t ipurposc move, underm i n i ng 

Whi te's centre, prepari ng counterplay on the 
f-fi le and stopp i ng any ideas of ctJg5 for the 
moment .  

1 3.h4!? 
White tr ies to make use of the fact that he 

has not castled to start an attack, poss ibly 
i nvolv ing ctJg5 as a sacri fice .  

1 3 .0-0 is safer, and has a l ready been covered 
under the move order I 1 .0-0 c4 1 2  . . \l?.e2 f6 
1 3 .Jll.c.3 - sec 1 3 .il.e3 i n  the notes to var iat ion 
E2 i n  the previous chapter. 

1 3 .exf6 is rather tame . 1 3  . . .  8xf6 1 4 .0-0 .\l?.d7 
l 5 .. \l?.g5 Now i n  Oparin - Yudkevich ,  Moscow 
2008, Black should have played : 

1 5  . . .  CZJ f4!N J 6 ..  �xf4 El:xf4+ Black has the more 
active p ieces and the health ier pawn structure. 
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1 3  . . .  lllge7!N 
A 

l 3 . . .  
1 

1 4 . 0-0! N  

8 !R!,R,, , ,,J�tR 
7 ef�i �  � r�i 
6 /, "gJs)U"'i �,, , , ,,� s � �� r� '� 4 �1if� '�!l1 3 W}Jfl� ,��, , 
2 ' 'Rti,'•t��-r � � /,/'[r,{ , , /,m m �� � m � M 

a b c d e f g h 

14.exf6 

l 4 . . .  Ei:xf6 1 5.0-0 
� f5 

l S . . .  lllf5 

B) 1 2  . .rkxg6 

1 l . . c4 . 

12 . . .  fxg6 

Bl )  13 .Wih3 

8 .i:R.i.� �i4i•R 
7 .f�• 'w�f /, , , %  ::. , , , , ;;  m '- , , %  
6 mlilm • m • m  s R � ' �  � 4 fl•frtJ '•fl• 

�·y; �·'0 % '0 �- � � �!l-�!l.Uifl c /�-� ?, , , %  % , , %  �� � m m M � , , �  � ?,, ,J  � 
a b c d e f g h 

few 

-rhc 
h7 
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reply . . . h6 Wh i te daren't take on e6 as the 
kn ight would land in a fatal p in .  

1 3  • • •  °1Wa5!? 
Another good option is l3 . . .  b5!? when Black 

has an  improved vers ion of the next chapter, 

as he does not have to worry about the h4-h 5 
p lan .  

1 4.�d2 �d7 1 5.0-0 
l 5 .'®g4N may be a s l ight improvement, 

i ntend ing h4-h5 .  However, Black has no 
part icu lar problems here, and i n  fact the last 
move im mediately transposes to variat ion A of 
Chapter 20, albeit with one extra move played . 
"Ihe move order i n  Chapter 20 was 1 . .  �g5 ! ?  
'®a5 !N l l .�d2 .\U.d7N l 2 .lt:l f3 c4  1 3 .�xg6 
fxg6 l 4.'®g4 , after which l 4 . . .  '®a4 ! was shown 
to give B lack a good game. 

·111e text move was played in Richard -

Kanios, emai l 1 999,  and it also leads to a 
tra nsposi t ion of sorts. I refer you to Variat ion B 
of Chapter 1 9 , which featured the move order: 
9 .\:.!fh3 lt:lg6 I O .lt:lf3 '®a5! 1 1 .0-0 ( I  L1J.d2 
c4 l 2 . . '.ikxg6 fxg6 1 3 . 0-0 is the same thi ng) 
l 1 .  . .  c4 l 2 .. 1J.xg6 fxg6 1 3  .. �d2 TI1e pos i t ion i n  
the present l i n e  i s  ident ical ,  except that Black 
has been given the move . . . . 1J.d7 for free! 

1 5  . . .  b5!N 

Any sensible move wil l work fi ne, but this 
is my preference. Black is safe on the k ings ide 
and has some i n i t iative on the queens ide .  H is 
ma in p lan is . . .  :gab8 and later . . . a5  fol lowed by 
. . .  b4 , after su i table preparat ion .  I f  necessary, 
the queen can return via d8 to help defend the 
k ings ide .  

B2) 1 3.°1Wg4 

Th is is the more serious move, i n tending 
to attack with h4-h5 i n  the nearest future . I 
spent a lot of t ime i nvestigat ing the ensuing 
pos i t ions ,  and found that Black's defence was 
not easy. "l11e task was compl icated by the 
computer's tendency to underest imate the 
force of  the attack. 

Eventual ly, after a great deal of work, I reached 
the amazing conclus ion that Black's best move 
has, at the t ime of wri t ing, hard ly  ever been 
tested ! 

1 3  . . .  b5! 
So far th is  has on ly been played in a s i ngle 

game, but I bel ieve i t  is the move that best meets 
the demands of the pos i t ion .  TI1 is is one of the 
most important theoretical con tr ibut ions i n  
t he  book, so i t  w i l l  be  given special coverage i n  
t he  final chapter. 
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Before then , I will offer a heavi ly shortened 
vers ion of  my analysis of the two most popular 
moves, B21 )  13 . . .  .ffi.d7 and B22) 13  . . .  Wff7, to 

give you an idea of where some of the problems 
l ie.  

B21 )  1 3  . • .  id7 

"Ih is  is a popular and seemingly logical 
developing move, but i t  has the s ignificant 
drawback of blocking the seventh rank, 
making i t  harder for the black queen to ass ist  
the defence. 

14.h4 i:!f5 1 5.h5 
Th is is the main l i ne, but not the only good 

move. Khal ifman made qui te a strong case for 
1 5 .lDg i ! ? in 2006, and here too Black faces 
some chal lenges. 

1 5  ... gxh5 1 6.i:!xh5 i:!xh5 
Another popular l i ne is: 

1 6  . . .  i:!afS 1 7 .8'.h3!  
White avo ids the rook exchange, as a 
subsequent doubl ing  on the h-file wi l l  lend 
more power to rhe attack. "Ille rook also 
protects the knight on f3 , prevent i ng  Whi te's 
pawns from being damaged by an exchange 
sacrifice. 

1 7  . .  .Sl!,eS l 8 .'Llg5 \Wa5 l 9.©d2 8'.xg5 ! 
l 9 . . .  ig6? was refuted in  the fol lowing game: 
20 .l2Jxh7! .�.xh7 2 1 .8'.ah 1 8'.xf2"f 22 .. \li.xfl 
8'.xf2"1" 23 .©c l 24 .©d l !  .l!l,xc2"1" 2 5 .©xc2 

©f8 26.gf3 gxf3 27.ghSt ©e7 28 .\Wxf3 
l2J xd4"1" 29 .cxd4 1 -0 Nimtz - De Mauro ,  
corr. 1 996. 
'The exchange sacrifice is a thematic idea in 
such posi t ions,  bur  i t  i s  far from a complete 
solut ion to B lack's problems. 

20 .\Wxg5 .ffi.g6 

2 J .ghh l !  
Whi te's kingside arrack is ar a standst i l l ,  so he 
regroups his  forces with a view to guarding 
the weak spot  on c2 .  

2 1 . . .\Wa4 22.ghc U 
Black is unable to any progress, whereas 

White can slowly manoeuvre and improve h is 
pos i t ion .  Practice has shown that h is  winn ing 
chances arc excel lent ;  see, for  i nstance, the 
game Gutsche - Ekengren,  email 2000.  

17.Wfxh5 
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17  . . .  ics 1 8.1Ml'h3 .!llds 19.<;t>d2 
1h is i s  j ust  one move among a few cri t ica l  

choices. Whi te's intent ion is  c lear :  he uses h i s  
k ing  to  guard the weak pawns on c2 and c3 ,  
and makes way for the  rook to  switch to  the  
k i ngs ide .  

19 . . .  ig6 20.tll h4 1Ml'f7 2 1 .g4 tll c6 22.E:fl 
E:f8 23.f4 

CAm i  - Win tzer, Amsterdam 2004.  I t  i s  
clear that Wh i te is press ing. Perhaps Black can 
hold th is  pos i t ion ,  but  i t  looks unp leasant to 
me.  

B22) 13 . . .  1Ml'f7 

·n1 is  has been Black's most popular  opt ion ,  
a iming for an exchange of queens on f5 . 

14.h4!? 
Wh i te sco res wel l in the ma in  l i ne with 

1 4 .<'DgS , as wel l  as wi th the i nte rest i ng  
1 4 .Wd2! ? .  However, I have chosen to 
concentrate on the text move to h ighl igh t  
tha t  fact tha t  Black may  encounter problems 
even when he manages to carry out  h i s  ma in  
objective of exchanging queens. 

14 . . .  VBfS 1 5.VBxfS E:xfS 
1 5  . . .  gxfS I 6 . h 5 !  gives Wh i te a usefu l space 

advantage on the k i ngs ide .  Now he can s lowly 

manoeuvre his p ieces and prepare g2-g4 at 
a t ime of h is  choos ing .  Black has no active 
coun terp lay and is more or less l i m i ted to 
defensive manoeuvri ng. 

1he text move at least gives Black an open 
f-fi le  to work with ,  but pract ice bas shown that 
Wh i te has chances to press for  a fu l l  poi nt  here 
as wel l ,  wh i l e  the best B lack can real i s tical ly 
hope for is  a d raw after a long defence. 

s �m.tm m•m 
7 � 1. m  m � '  
6 mll)m 1. m 1. m  
s m U .t. H � U  
4 m .t. �  m � m L . .  % m L . .  % �-:;;; �-//.· &f//. m � e.r�.·n. 

� , , �  m rc: �� m ?� m ��a m M,  
a b c d e f g h 

l6.<;t>e2 
A logica l  fol low-up.  Wh i te defends the 

kn ight on n,  prepari ng to push wi th g2-g4 
and later h4-h 5 .  

Another idea worth ment i o n i ng i s  1 6 .<'Dg 1 ! ?N 
when there might  fo l low 16  . . .  b 5  l 7.g4 Ei:f7 
1 8 . f4 �d7 1 9 . h 5  gxh 5  20.E\xh 5 with an 
i n i t iat ive for Whi te .  

16 . . .  h6 
With th i s  move B lack p revents CtJg5 and 

prepares to meet h4-h 5 with . . .  g5.  

1 6  . . .. �,d7 1 7 .g4 l3ff8 1 8 .CDe l  b5  1 9 .CDg2 a5 
20.E\hb l E\ab8 2 1 .Wd2 Ei:fc8 22 .<'Df4 Wf7 
23 .h5t  was an instruct ive example of  bow 
Wh i te may s trengthen b i s  pos i t ion ,  H racek -
St impel ,  Bad Wiessee 1 999 .  
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17.g4 �H7 
This is the op t ima l square for the rook. 

1 7  . . . 8f8?! gives Whi te a temp t i ng extra opt ion 
i n  I 8 . h 5  g5 9 .ctJxg5 !  hxg5 20.h6 with 
amazi ng compensat ion fo r the sacr inced p iece, 
Arvola - l;ernandez Romero, Barcelo na 20 1 3 . 

1 8  . . . .id7 1 9.CLJel  �faf8 20.f4 
White had a p ro m is i ng i n i t iat ive i n  Kamsky 

- Yusupov, Linares 1 993 .  Yusupov elected 
to sacrifice the exchange on f4 , but Kamsky 
even tua l ly managed to break the fo rrress . Black 
should s i t  righ t and defend, but the posit ion is 
certa i n ly more pleasant frir Whi te .  

Conclusion 
After l l .�.c3 c4 , the retreat l 2 .fie2 is harmless 
after 1 2  . . .  f6 ! ,  so I 2 .ill.xg6 fxg6 is no rma l . -n1en 
l 3 .Wh3 blocks the h-pawn ,  rak i ng away 
the main attacking plan of h4-h 5 ,  wi thout 
ach iev ing any benef-ir for White as far as  I can 
see. 

1 3 .Wg4 is the best move, and leads to 

perhaps the most cri t ical tab iya in the ent i re 
8 .�.d3 0J bc6 system. I have shown a few of the 
problems with the two mos t popular opt ions 
of L3 . . .  ill.d7 and 1 3  . . . Having touched 
briefly on those moves, I inv i te you ro turn 
the page and see why I prefer  the almost-new 
move l 3 . . .  b5 ! .  
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a h c d c f g h  

13.lg4 h5! ! 

Variation Index 

1 .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.CDc3 ib4 4.e5 c5 5.a3 ixc3t 6.bxc3 CD e7 7.Wf g4 0-0 
8.id3 CDbc6 9.Wfh5 CDg6 10.CDf3 Wf c7 1 I .ie3 c4 12.ixg6 fxg6 13.Wf g4 

A) 1 5 .CDgl N  
B )  1 5.h5N 
C) 1 5.Wfh3N h6! 

Cl) l 6.@d2 
C2) 1 6.CDgl 
C3) 1 6.g4 

D) 1 5 .@e2 a5 !N 
D I )  1 6.CD g5 
D2) 1 6.ig5 

E) 1 5 .@d2!N a5 
El )  1 6.h5 
E2) 1 6.ig5 

E2 1 )  1 6  . . .  Wff7?! 
E22) 1 6  . . .  h6! 

D) after I 5 . \hc2 

a b c d c f g h 

1 5  . . .  a5 !N 

13 . . .  b5! !  14.h4 E:f5!  

D2 )  after 20 .!Jh3 

a b c d c f g h  

20 . . .  h5 !  

E22)  a fter I 6 . . . h6 !  

283 
284 
285 
285 
286 
286 
288 
288 
289 
29 1 
292 
293 
293 
295 

a b c d c f g h  

1 7  . .  111.xh<>!? 



Chapter 23 - 1 3 .\Wg4 b5 ! !  283 

l .e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.lll c3 ib4 4.e5 c5 5 .a3 
ixc3t 6.bxc3 lll e7 7.'Wg4 0-0 8.id3 lll bc6 
9.'Wh5 lllg6 10.lllf3 'Wc7 1 I .ie3 c4 1 2.ixg6 
fxg6 1 3.'Wg4 b5! !  

8 .! R  . ..t. . . �m ���m 
1 �-� ;·, . ,�H �-� ti� � u ti� .t. 
6 m111m ' m '  m 
5 m 1. m 1. r� m 
4 m • � mifm 

�-"0 �-"0 % C0 m � �tJJ�n•fd!n r- -� � ///� W 
p� � ?� u :a:  

a b c d e f g h 
Th is move has been an extremely ra re choice; 

my database only conta ins  a s i ngle example in 
which it was played :  a correspondence game 
from 1 99 5 .  However, taking i n to account the 
proceedings i n  variat ions B2 l and B22 of the 
previous chapter, I bel ieve i t  is the best and 
most logical move in  the posi t ion .  

What are the ideas behind advancing the 
b-pawn? Most obviously, B lack is a iming 
for counterplay by means of . . .  a5  and later 
. . .  b4 . An important part of  Black's scheme 
is to avoid placing the b ishop on d7 for the 
next few moves , in order to keep the seventh 
rank free for the queen .  At the same t ime, the 
queen should not rush to f7 prematu rely, and 
should only do so when requ i red - typically i n  
response t o  a quick h4-h 5 .  

Tc> summarize, Black avoids the pi tfal ls 
associated wi th both 1 3  . . . . �d? and 1 3  . . . \Wt7, 
while rema in ing  flexible and preparing active 
counterplay on the queenside. 

14.h4 
As usual, open ing the h-file is the only 

dangerous plan ,  and other moves are not 
worth considering in  detai l . 

For i nstance, 1 4 .0-0 is harmless as Whi te is 
v i rtually abandoning al l  hope of a successful 
kingside arrack. Black can conti n ue to bui ld 
up an in i t iat ive on the queenside with l 4 . . . 1::\bS 
fol lowed by . . .  a5  and later . . .  b4.  

14 . . .  �f5! 
Black borrows an idea from the 1 3  . . . . �d? 

l i ne, but here of course h i s  queen can st i l l  aid 
the defence via t7 i f  needed . 

We wi l l  analyse five p lausible responses, 
four of which are untested : A) 1 5 .lllglN,  
B)  1 5.h5N, C)  1 5 .'\Wh3!?N, D) 1 5 .©e2 and 
E) 1 5 .©d2!N. 

A) 1 5.lllg IN 

This retreat is thematic, b u t  i t  al lows Black 
to make excel lent use of his l 3th move. 

1 5  . . .  '\Wa5! 16.id2 
Khal i finan point s  out the poss ib i l i ty of 

1 G .l2Je2 b4!+± when Black ach ieves excel lent 
counterplay and can cla im an advantage, with 
. . .  b3 the l ikely fol low-up.  

'I11e bishop retreat is the lesser evi l ,  but  such 
passive defence only h ighl igh ts the fact that 
Whi te's previous move was i naccurate. 
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1 6  . . .  W/a4 
Even 1 6  . . .  b4 ! ?  can be cons idered, as after 

1 7 . cxb4 1!¥a4 1 8 .d a5 Black has an  act ive 
game and wi l l  soon rega in  the sacri ficed pawn.  

a b c d e f g h 

17.Wfdl 
1 7 .El:a2? b4! 1 8 . cxb4 c3 1 9  . .  \ll,xd a5 is al ready 

close to fatal for White, due to his total lack of 
coo rd inat ion and the exposed k i ng on e 1 .  

17  . . .  �d7 
Black can be happy with the outcome of  

the open ing and h is chances are at least equa l .  
Wh i te's p ieces lack harmony and he i s  hardly 
in a pos i t ion to th reaten much on  the ki ngs ide .  

B) 1 5 .hSN gxh5 1 6.l'hhS gxh5 17.WfxhS 

17  . . .  Wffl 
Rem ind ing us of the importance of leav ing 

the bishop on c8 .  Now Whi te must e i ther 
lose t ime retreat ing h i s  queen , or  settle for an 
endgame where Black has  no problems. 

18 .W/g4 
The al ternative i s :  1 8 .Wf xf7"1" '.tixt7 1 9 .Elb 1 

El:b8 20 .g4 .\1l,d7 2 1 .'.tie2 '.tig8 22 .lZ'i h4 h6 
23 . f4 '1Je7= Both p layers remain sol i d  and the 
pos i t ion is equal .  Black has a hea l th ier pawn 
structure but his poss ib i l i t ies are l im i ted by the 
need to preven t  f4-f5 .  

1 8  . • .  Cll c7 
·n1 is is a common route for the kn ight after 

the exchange of pawns on h 5 .  Black is gett ing  
ready to  put h i s  queen on g6 , after wh ich the 
kn igh t  may go to f5 . 

19.�d2 
Protecti ng the c2-pawn and prepar ing to 

swi tch the rook to the ki ngs ide.  

s � B.!.B B•B 
7 �  �.� ��� · / . /'. � ;,,. . . . . . % . . . .  % 
6 m m • n  n 
s m • m · ��  m 
4 m • �  mvm 3 ff w� �llJ�i ;; . . . .  ::,�tfxtA· �'J1!i(" ' . .  "%Ni0�Wiff:: 2 � o ·�� /°L_J% o @:� ��� 0m�-- . . %�% . ::�M® 

� }  � � � 
a b c d e f g h 

1 9  . . .  �d7 
Having al ready transferred the queen to the 

k ings ide, B lack final ly develops the bishop and 
makes way for the rook to come ro f8 i f  needed . 

Black could transpose to the later vari at ion 
El with 1 9  . . .  a5 ! ?  but ,  when the present move 
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order appears, the text move 1s the more 
accurate choice.  

20.l'�hl Wlg6 2 1 .Wlh3 
2 1 .'IWxgG CU xgG gives Black no problems. 

2 1 . . .aS=  
Black has p lenty of  p ieces avai lable to  ddcnd 

the kingside, and White wi l l  soon have to start 
th inking about the cou n terattack on the other 
wing. 

C) 1 5 .Wlh3N 

Th is was Khal i frnan's reco m mendation .  
Whi te's idea i s  t o  force the rook back with g2-
g4 , then ro open the h-file wi th h4-h 5 w i tho u t 
a l low ing an exchange of rooks .  I f  White 
can ach ieve al l  th i s  then he wi l l  have a great 
posi t ion ,  but Black has a clever way to thwa rt 
the p lan . 

1 5  . . .  h6! 
This s imp le prophylactic move enables Black 

to meet a future h4-h5 wi th . . .  g5, blocking 
the kings ide. Note that this  is  only poss ib le 
because Wh ite's queen is no longer eyeing the 
gG-pawn.  Khal i fman did not consider this 
rep ly. 

I analysed th ree responses for White :  
Cl) 1 6.'it>d2, C2) 1 6.ttJgl and C3) 1 6.g4. 

Cl) 16.'it>d2 

With this non-committal move White 
connects the rooks before decid ing whether to 
proceed with CU g l -e2 or g2-g4.  

16 . .  J�b8 
I . . . . \1:.d7 is a lso ful ly adequate, b u t  I l i ke 

the idea of continu ing B lack's actions on the 
queenside. 

17.tlJgl 
l 7.g4 fi:f8 does not br ing much for White 

here, as after 1 8 . hS  g5 the sacrifices on  g5 wi l l  
leave the f2-pawn hanging. 

17  . . .  aS 1 8.ttJe2 

19.axb4 axb4 20.cxb4 E:xb4 
Black is fi rst on the attack and Wh i te has 

to concent rate on defence. Objectively the 
pos i t ion is balanced , but  Blacl('s side looks 
eas ier to handle. One in terest ing idea to keep 
in m i nd for Black is a t ime ly . . .  c3( '1' ) sacrificing 
a pawn for the in i t iative. Without the c-pawn 
Black w i l l be able to i ns tal l  his knight on  c4 , 

while the b ishop might become active on aG at 
some point .  
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C2) 1 6.lLigl 

Here Wh i rc goes for rhc rhcmatic kn ight  
manoeuvre wi thout  spend ing r ime movi ng h i s  
k i ng. 

1 6  . . .  WaS! 
Just as in rhc earl ier var iat ion A ,  B lack 

should seize the opportun i ty co obtai n 
i m mediate cou n tcrplay by explo i t ing the 
undefended rook  on  a 

1 6  . . . i/,d7 1 7 .ctJc2 E.i:afS 1 8 .\W g4 ctJc7 i s  pretty 
sol id ,  bur i t  is clear chat Black's ma in focus is 
defend ing, wh i l e  Whi te can con t inue to bui ld 
up  on  the k i ngs ide in various ways .  

17.lLi e2 b4 1 8.Wg4 

1 8  . . .  b3! 
Sacri fic ing a pawn fo r the i n i t iative. 

1 9.Wxg6 :Bf7 20.0-0 
The obvious 20 . . \lt,xh6 a l lows the counrcr­

tacr ic 20 . 4Jxd4! when Wh i re mus r force a 
perpetu al by means of: 2 1  J�.xg7 E.i:xg7 22 .\Wc8i" 
'i11 h7 23 .\Wh5 "1" = 

111c text move is an attempt by Wh i te to 
keep the game go ing, but Black should not be 
d isappo in ted to sec i t .  

20 . . .  l2Je7 2 1 .Wg4 
2 1 .Wi'h5 4:J f5� is s im i lar. 

2 1 .. .lLifS 
Black's k i ng i s  safe, wh i l e  the  dangerous 

passed pawn on b3 makes th ings awkward 
for Wh i te . Overa l l  Black has at lease enough 
compensation for the sacr ificed pawn.  

C3) 1 6.g4 

'1l1 is d i rccr attack ing move is the most 
obvious choice. 

1 6  • . .  :Bf7 17.h5 g5 1 8.ixg5 
ll1c only natu ral fol low-up to Whi te's last 

few moves . 
1 8 .ctJxg5 hxg5 l 9 .$,xg5 could be cons idered , 

but i t  is hard to bel ieve that Black should be 
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i n  any danger here. Whi te obviously has a 
certai n  amount of compensat ion,  but there arc 
no real threats as h5-h6 can be met by . . . gG, 
afrer which Black can put  h is  king on h7 to 
block the advance of the h-pawn if needed . A 
possible cont inuation is :  

a b c d e f g 
1 9  . . .  a5 20 .hG gG 2 1 .\We3 E&b8 22 .0-0 b4+ 
Whi te's compensation i s  insufficient .  

18 . . .  hxgS 
Black should not back down from the 

chal lenge. 

I 8 . . .. \ll,d7 ? !  leads to in terest ing compl ications,  
but afrcr the crit ical l 9 .il,e3 \Wa5 20.�d2 E&af8 
2 1 .CDh4 E&xf2 "f !  22J�,xf2 E&xf2"!" 23 .�d I CD xd4 
24.\We3! CD xc2 25 .\Wxf2 ®xc3! 26.E&c ! !  I found 
that White emerges on top. 

19 .lllxgS 

19  . . .  �f4! 
"!h is should br ing Black some advantage i f  

fol lowed up correctly. 

1 9  . . .  �fS may lead to a balanced endgame after: 
20 .hG gG 2 1 . hlt �h8 22.\WhG \Wg7 23 .\Wxglt 
.,g?xg7 24 . ct:J f7  5�,d7 25 .h8=1Wt !"i:xh8 26 .ct:Jxh8 
!"i:xh8 27 .E&xh8 �xh8= Material is rough ly 
equal and a d raw is l i kely, in  view of the closed 
posit ion and l im i ted chances for either side to 
make progress . 

20.h6 g6 2 1 .h7t 
2 I .Wf e3 ms 22 .�fl (or 22 .!"i:h3 Wf c7) 

22 . . .  \Wc7 favours Black as wel l .  

21 . . .'it>hs 22.'\Wh6 
White has made some progress on the 

kings idc, but Black has j us t  enough time to 
defend against  the major ducats. 

23 .CD h3 !"i:xg4 24.ct:J f4 Elxf4 25 .\Wxf4 .�d7+ 
Black has consol idated his posit ion while 
keeping a s l ight material  advantage. 

23 . . .  id7 
I ntend ing . . .  E&af8 and . . .  il,e8 .  
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24.'.Wxg6 gaf8 25.�f2 lii d8� 
Black has conso l idated h is pos i t ion and h i s  

b i shop shou ld  be wort h  s l ightly more tha n  
Whi te's three extra pawns, a lthough convert ing  
h is advantage wi l l  not be easy. 

D) 1 5.�e2 

s :i U..i.U. B•U. 
1 �� }tu� R �� & /.A/: �S'� � ;:-A% A 

6 /, , , , , /,•i)m ' ·m ' ·u. 
s m i m i � :i -���;?:;'%f, , ��- �;?:;% 4 

� '  ¥� m°i¥¥� 
3 � � �{2)-
2 /, /,u./,�ru.,�� b/,u. c z����j . .  ��' �� m � � §  

a b c d e f g h 

"Il1 is was p layed i n  the only practical 
encounter i nvolvi ng l 3 . . . b5. Whi te holds 
back the h-pawn for  the moment and clears 
the fi rst  rank for the second rook to j o i n  the 
attack. 

1 5  . . .  aS!N 
1 5  . . . <�d? was the conti n uat ion of Guero ff ­

LiAyand,  corr. 1 99 5 ,  but I prefer to keep the 
second rank free for the queen.  

After the text move Wh ite must decide how to 
develop h i s  attack. "ll1e two main tries are D I )  
1 6.liigS and 02) 1 6.igS . Both moves are 
i n tended to block the l i ne of com munication 
from f5 to h 5 ,  thus enabl ing Wh i te to play h4-
h5 wi thout al lowi ng a rook exchange. 

l 6 . h 5  i s  si m i lar to variation B ,  and after 
l 6 . . .  gxh5 7.gxh 5 gxh5 l 8 .�xh 5  �f7 Black 
i s  j ust in t ime to chal lenge Whi te's queen 
before the rook on a I comes i nto the action .  

DI) 1 6.liigS 

An i m portant moment .  By blocking the 
black rook's path to h 5 ,  Wh i te prepares to 
break with h4-h 5 wi thout a l lowi ng a rook 
exchange .  Needless to say, Black m ust find a 
way to obstruct th is  p lan .  

16  . . .  h6! 17.hS! 
I f  Wh i te retreats h i s  knight then l 7 . . .  �f7 

wi l l  assure B lack of an excel lent  game.  "ll1e 
text move is cr it ical ,  but B lack is wel l  p laced 
to meet i t .  

17 • • .  '.We7! 1 8.hxg6 gxgS 1 9.ixgS '.WxgS 
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20.\Wxg5 hxg5 2 1 .gh5 .!De? 

8 �mj_m m•m 
7 m  m � w 6 ····'" • "• 5 •T.T,mil 4 " "•T• "• "• 3 �  � � � /. . . . .  % L . %  � m. 
2 m b m@� b m 

�� � m m '· · · Y, � � � 
a b c d e f g h 

22,gah l 
Afrer 22 .ElxgS ild7 23.Elh I .lik8 24.ElghS 

tZ'l xgG the chances arc approximately equal. 
Wh ite is s l igh tly more active, bur he is unable 
to do much with only his  rooks lefr on the 
board .  The only potential  breakthrough in 
sight i s  f4-f5 ,  but this cannot be prepared 
eas i ly, and Black should be able either to stop 
i t  or to obta in su i table counrerplay. 

22 . . .  .!Dxg6 23.gxg5 .!Df8 
23 . . . tZ'lhS ! ?  i ntending . . . tll f7 is another 

reasonable option . 

24 . . .  tll g6 is also fine, i nv i t ing a repeti t ion .  
I f  Whi te refuses i t ,  then Black keeps a more 
flexible pos i t ion with a potential way om on 
g6 for h is  bishop. 

25.ghst iig7= 
Black remains rock-sol id and White has no 

enrry points .  

D2) 1 6  . .igS 

"fh is  should be compared with the later 
variat ion E2 where the whi te king stands on 
d2.  Depend ing on how Black continues, the 
placement of  the king may or may nor affect 
rhc evaluation several moves down the l i ne .  

16 . . .  1Wf7!? 
This i s  an extra option that should only be 

tried in the present l i ne with the king on  c2. 
'I11e reason will only become apparent when 
we get to move 23 .  

J 6 . . .  h6 is a fu l ly playable a l ternative, and  afrer 
l 7.Jli.xh6!?  ( l 7.Jli,e3 tlle7 is fine for Black) 
1 7  . . .  gxh6 1 8 .IWxgG'i' l.Wg7! we are heading for a 

forced draw. See the later variation E22 for ful l  
detai ls ; the  pos i t ion of Whi te's k ing  docs not 
alter the evaluation of  any of the l i nes. 

17.hS 
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The only crit ical conti nuation .  Other moves 1 8  . . .  gxh6 1 9.hxg6 Wl'g7 20.E:h3 
would al low . . .  h6 with no prob lems for Black. Whi te has defin i te compensation for the 

sacri ficed piece, even after a later exchange of 
17 . . .  h6! queens. 

Black should accept the chal lenge . 

s ;i m.t.m m•m 
1 m  m m�tl 
6 mlfj)m ' m .-. m 
s r� .t m .t r�:i� b 
4 /, ,  

. .  

%m ro - - , , %•iim 3 u  u mtZJm 
2 m b m@n b m  
1 �m m m m:: 

a b c d e f g h 

1 8.ixh6! 
' Il1 i s  provides the just ification for Wh i te's 

p revious p lay. 

Weaker is :  1 8 .\W g3 ? �xg5 !  CI11e s imple  
l 8 . . .  �d7! ?  i s  a l so  somewhat better for Black.) 
1 9 .tll xg5 Wff5 

a b c d e f g h 
20.tll f3 \Wxc2'1" 2 1 .tll d2 gxh 5  22./gac l 
(22 ./gxh5 b4+) 22 . . .  \Wf5 23 .\Wf3 b4+ Black's 
s trong passed pawn and i n i t iat ive on the 
queens ide more than compensate fo r the 
sacr ificed exchange. 

Exchanging a pai r  of rooks is the safest 
option .  

I also spent  some t ime analys ing the more 
compl icated 20 . . .  tll e7 2 1 .�ah 1 \Wxg6! .  
Eventual ly I concluded that Black could hold 
the balance here, but the l i nes are tr ickier and 
Wh ite also has some ways to force a draw if he 
wan ts to, so from a practical perspective I see 
l i tt le val ue in playi ng th is  way. 

a b c d e f g h 
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Here we see the s ignificance of Whi te's king 
posi tion :  the f irs t player m ust now spend a 
valuable tempo avoid ing a deadly fork on f4 . 

24.Wd2 :Sa7! 
An excellent move, ut i l iz ing rhe seventh 

rank. 

25.:Sh3 id? 
l� inal ly the bishop makes a move, as the 

knight on g6 requ i res support .  

26.:Sg3 
26.Wg4 lll f8 27.WhS lll g6= would repeat 

rhe pos i t ion .  

26 . . .  ie8 27.ltih4 '.Wh7 28.'.Wg4 '.Wh6t 
29.We2 :Sg7 30.'.Wxe6t Wh7 

White has ach ieved al l  he could on the 
kingside, but he wil l  nor come away with any 
more than half a point. 'l11e fin ish might be: 

3 1 .'.Wxe8 '.Wxh4 32.@d2 '.Wh6t 33.Wdl 
'.Wh l t= 

E) 1 5.Wd2!N 

s !�,,!,B��*� 
7 ;?� � � ;?� · 6 " a'.t)•l••· 
s m•m•Y�:iB 
4 m a w� �vww� wwi!l0 0' '*i""'i!I'·' 
� �flJKJi!lmi!I ���-, . . , , /,�/, , , , , /,�' 

, , Y, � � � 
a b c d e f g h 

'!h is is a typical square for White's k ing in 
these closed pos i t ions.  Apart from con necting 
the rooks, the king has another important ro le 
i n  defending the pawns on c2 and c3. 

1 5  ... a5 
I spent some r ime looking at I 5 . . .  Wf7?! ,  

but i t  docs not work. 1 6 .lllg5 !  ( 1 6.Wh3 h6 
1 7 .@e2 We8 1 8 .g4 Elf8 is qu i re acceptable for 
Black.) ! 6  . . . We8 ( 1 6  . . .  Elxf2t? 1 7 .�.xf2 Wxf2"!' 

8 .We2±)  l 7 .We2 �d7 Other moves can be 
met in a s imi lar  way. 

I 8 .g4 :i"i:f8 l 9 .h5  hG 20.lll h3 g5 (20 . . .  gxh5 
2 I .g5! is a thematic pawn sacrifice char gives 
White a huge arrack.) 2 U4 gxf4 22 .lll xf4 
White wi l l  soon prepare g4-g5 and has 
excellent attacking chances. 

The text move is better, as Black avoids 
committ ing rhc queen while continu ing to 

prepare the . . .  b4 break. Now both El)  1 6.h5 
and E2) 1 6.ig5 deserve <mention .  

l 6.Elh3 has  the idea of doubl ing rooks on  
the  h-file before playing h4-h5 ,  bur  i t  is too 
slow. Black s imply plays 1 6  . . . Wf7 when after 
1 7 .lll gS We8+ he will be in  time to play 
. . .  hG .  

1 6 .lll gS is virtual ly ident ical to the earl ier 
variat ion D I ,  except that here the white king 
is on  d2 instead of c2. Black should proceed 
in exactly the same way here, as the posit ion 
of the white king has no sign ificant  effect on 
the evaluation .  
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El )  1 6.hS 

a b c d e f 

b j with the ea rl ier Th is can e comparec 
, . . B 'Jl1e •Hesen t vers ion represents a vanat 1on . . t 

mar"ina l  improvement for  Wh i te,  for  reasons 
tha/' 

wi l l  short ly be exp la i ned .  Nev�rtheless, 
B lack should st i l l  be fl ne as the fo l low1 11g  rook 
exchange eases h is defensive task. 

16 ... gxhS 17.gxhS gxhS 18 .'WxhS 'Wf7 
19.'Wg4 

. I 9 .Wfxfl'!' ©xf7= l eads m to a peacefu l 
endgame with equal chances. 

1 9  . . . llie7 

a b c d e f g h 

I t  is here that the d ifference betw�en the 
earl ier vanat 1on > an · 

. . 1> d the presen t  l 1 11 e  can 

be appreciated . The fo rmer proceeded with 
1 5 . h 5 N  gxh 5  ! 6 .:8'.x h 5  :8'.xh 5 1 7.�xh5  �ff7 
l 8 .Wf g4 l:iJ e7,  at which po int Wl� 1 te p layed 
l 9 .©d2 to a l low the rook to swm� to. the 
I . . I Blacl,'s l1est res•mnse was 1 9  . . . . \id7, { l l) CTS [ (  e. ' ' '  · ' ' t  

but
t>

i f  he were i nstead to spend t ime on  the 
. 1 9  5 the name would non-develop mg move . . . a , t>' 

. .  
immed iately transpose to the present posmon .  

ll1e upshot is that B lack has to be s l ight ly more 
carefu l  i n  the present l i ne,  but  fortunately the 
p roblems can be solved pretty eas i ly. 

20.ghl  'Wg6 2 1 .'.Wh4 
2 I . iWxgG l:iJxg6= is harmless, as co u l d  be 

ex pected . 

I n  the ana logous s i tuat ion i n  variat ion B, rhe 
j I 3 l)l1r here rhe rexr wh i te queen movec ro 1 .  ' . move makes more sense i n  view of the s l ight 

weakness o f  the eighth rank .  

I " al s<1 worth not in <r the pos i t ion  of the  t I S  , • t> 
wh i te k in  er on d2 i nstead of e2, as the c2-pawn 
is defend;d which a l lows Wh i te to keep the 
queens on.  Even so, he can not cause m uch 
harm on the ki ngside with on ly o:1e  rook 
on the board ,  espec ia l ly  with Black s queen 
playi ng such an active ro le  in the defence. 
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A s l ightly strange-looking move ,  bur it is 
essentia l  to keep the knight  on  e7 to defend 
rhe kingside. 'I11e ab i l i ty of the rook to defend 
along the seventh rank is another pos i t ive 
�earure of the set-up with l 3 . . .  b5 ! !  and later 
. . .  a5 . 

2 l . . .l2k6 may look l ike a satisfactory way to 
defend d8 and support a future . . .  b4,  b ur after 
22 .:gh3!  i ntending :gg3 Whi re is s tart ing ro 
develop some i n i t iat ive. 

22.l:'!h3?! 
Th is arracki ng move looks tempting, bur 

in  fact White should accept that he has no 
advan tage and settle for 22.iVh s ,  forcing an 
equal endgame. 

22 ... b4! 
Black is the fi rst to create threats against the 

enemy king. 

8 m.t.m m�m 7 �� � � W i 

: ��·· 
4 

/, - %�T�% - - - %m�:� 
3 rtlr . �rtlr J��m?� " 'S' '�,rnt 'w �� 2 ��,W,�8ir 

a b c d e f g h 

23.l:'!g3 ®e8 
Now . . . Cli f5 is a rhrcat, so White has nothing 

better than go i ng back with the rook. 

24.l:'!h3 h6!:j: 
Black could have repeated moves , bur he has 

every reason to play on .  

E2) 16.�gS 

Th is is the most ambit ious arracking try. 
Compared wi th variation 02, the pos i t ion of 
the wh i te king on  d2 instead of e2 works in 
Whi te's favour in  some of  the sharper l i nes ,  
which forces Black to  modify h i s  approach . 

I have analysed two main opt ions .  E21 )  
1 6  . . .  ®f7?! leads t o  in terest ing compl ications 
bur is u l t imately too risky. l�ortunately, the 
sol id E22) 16 . . .  h6! holds up wel l .  

E2 1 )  16  . . .  ®f7?! 

Sadly for Black, the treatment from th<: earl ier 
variat ion 02 does nor work as well here. 

17.h5 l:'!b8?! 
I have given this move main-l ine status, as 

i t  is a d i r<:ct attempt to make use of  rh<: king's 
placement on  d2 by breaking through on 
the quecnside. Objectively though, i t  i s  too 
opt im ist ic .  

Let's sec what happens i f  Black tries fol lowing 
the recipe from the afi.i rementioned l ine  02 :  
17  . . .  hG 1 8 .:�,xhG! gxhG 1 9 . hxgG VJ/g7 20 .:gh4 
h5  2 1 .Ei:xh5 f&xhS 

2 1 . . .Cll e7? 22 .Ei:ah l Cll xgG 23 .Clig5 +-
22.VJ/xh5 
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22 . . .  �fh8  
The o n ly chance to  survive. 
22 . . .4J e7?  23.:gh l ctJ xgG l eaves B lack a fu l l  
tempo down on var iat ion 0 2 ,  a n d  Whi te 
wins  eas i ly: 24.E.\h3 .\kd.7 2 5 .E.i:g3 .W.c8 
26 .liJ h4 \1.Jfh7 27 .�g5 +-

23.g4 �xh 5  24.gx h 5  mg? 25 .ctJh2  
2 5 .  ctJ g5 i s  another idea, a l though Black seems 
to be able to survive after: 25 . . .  ctJe7 26 .liJh7 
liJ f5 27.liJ f6 .\ll.b7 28 .r.tie2 .�c6 29 .r.tif.3 
b4 30 .axb4 axb4 3 l .:gxa8 .\kxa8 32.cxb4 
liJxd.4"! 33 .me3 liJ f5 -J" ! =  (33 . . .  ctJxc2i'? 
34 .mf4+-) 

{;?'%' /,;?;{';,; {;?'% ;:;:;:;;:; 8 i: �.t� �. � 7 �  ·� � � .y,;/j;%':J{�- ��;'en, '�; 6 ��� - �$l o �  
5 W&§§ & � & PK� �� A ;:-� - � - �d � Q  
4 / /. ·�!if Z�//,/ /.� 
3 W,K{, zt[Kf ·�' �� · , ,  

;Q:-,: :;;Q� �� � %'A � m � � 2 � L .;  LJ ,; 
I �.'R· · ·. ·,� � � & !�/ � � //,/ '// 

a b c d e f g h 

2 5  . . .  ctJc7 26.liJg4 ctJ f5 27.Wc2 .�d7 
Here the queenside breakth rough does not 
work: 27 . . . . \ll,b7 28 .mO b4? 29 .axb4 axb4 
30.E.\b 1 ! Wh i te is close to wi n n i ng. 

2s .wf3 ms 29 . liJ fG �c6 30 .mf4 wh6± 

1 8.h6! 
'll1e most i nc is ive attacking  move, creat ing 

serious weaknesses o n  the  dark squares. 

1 8  . . .  b4 19.hxg?! 
Wh ite docs best to ignore the queens idc, i n  

order to keep the number of  open l i nes there 
to a m i n i m u m .  

19  . . .  bxc3t 20.@xc3 a4 
Black's k i ngs idc is  fu l l  of  holes, but  he has 

some genu i ne attack ing  chances on the other 
wing. 'foe pos i tion could  a lmost be eva luated 
as unclear, but unfortunately Whi te has a 
d i rect breakth rough . 

8 

I t  is poss ib le that Black can hold th i s  a b c d e f g h 
endgame, but  I would  not recom mend a im ing 

2 1 .E:xh?!! @xh? 22.E:h l t for such a s i tuat ion . 
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The less accurate 22.'\Wh3t mxg7 22 .:gh I 
transposes to the next note.  

22 . . .  <ttixg7 23.�f6t! 
23.Wh3 Wg8 24 .. l!i.f6·1 mf7 leads to no more 

than a d raw for Whi te. 

23 ... gxf6 

25.gh7t <ttig8 26.gh8t! 
Another attractive tactical f-inesse. 

26 . . .  <ttig7 27.gxf8 
Whi te can repeat the posit ion with 27.:l'i:hl"i' 

but there is no reason to settle for a draw. 

27 . . .  gxf8 
Given a fow moves to consolidate, Black 

would have a useful  material advantage. 
As th ings stand though, Wh ite can exp loit  
the lack of  harmony to make decisive 
gains .  

28.Wfh4 gh8 29.Cllxe6t! �xe6 30.Wff6t <ttih6 
30 . . . mh7 3 l .Wxe6± 

3 1 .Wfxe6± 

White's queen is rampant and he has 
several extra pawns,  whi le Blade's p i eces are 
uncoordinated and his king is vulnerable. 
Some play remains ,  but u l t imately White 
should be able to cla im the ful l  point .  

E22) 1 6  . . .  h6! 

s p,!��-1� 
: �.1.!�f'• 
5 � i l1 i ��:i� 
4 
L.%

m lwt1 . .  %m'VwtJ 3 B�� ,l!l�u' ' 
2 ''u'�'m�m!m 
1 �� � � . %�1 , _ _  V, m m m  

a b c d e f g h 

17.�xh6!? 
l 7 . .\!i.e3 0,e7 is qu i te acceptable for Black. 

There is no obvious way for  Whi te to open the 
kingside, and the . . .  b4 advance is nm far from 
becoming a real i ty. 

17  . . .  gxh6 1 8.Wxg6t Wg7 
Th is is the no-nonsense approach,  lead ing to 

a forced draw. 
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1 8  . . . @fS ! ?  can be considered if Black needs 
to win at all cos t. I n  the equiva lent pos i t ion 
with the wh i te k ing on c2 instead of  d2 ,  Wh i te 
could get some advantage with l 9 .g4 , but i n  
t he  presen t  l i ne th i s  would leave t he  knight 
hanging on f3 . Therefore Wh i te must sctrlc 
for : 9 .Wfxh6'!' Wf g7 20 .Wfxg?t @xg7 2 l .�c3 
,:;l/,d7 22.g4 gff8 

s _imj_m m•m 
7 �  � � � � � - L .� 
6 m�m 1. mv� 
s � .t. m .t. �Em 
4 /, . , , . %m :wtJ/, · 

%m �wtJ 
3 . �n '•�•' , 
2 /, , ,  . %m,,tr� �� K-m �� ��/-- , , . %-, , , , %�,I � . . . V. � � � 

a b c d e f g h 

1 9.Wf eSt gf8 20.Wfxc6 id? 
Black is down by two pawns, but he is able 

to secu re a draw because the wh i te queen is 
short of squares . 

2 1 .'1Wd6 
2 l .Wfb7 and 2 1 .Wlb6 and both met by 

2 1  . . .  mhs . 

2 1. • •  i:!fcs 
Th reaten ing to crap the queen . 

22.gh3?? 
Whi te counte rs by threaten ing to pin Black's 

queen, but the th reat is eas i ly s idestepped . 

22 .a4 b4! docs not change anythi ng. 

24.'1Wb6 
Here 24.tllg l  ?? is a b lunder as after 24 . . .  Ei'.c6 

25 .E\f3 \Wg7 26.Ei'.g3 Wfh7-+ the black queen 
escapes . 

24 . . •  gcb8= 
Fol lowed by a s imple repet i t ion .  



Chapter 23 - l 3 .�g4 b5 ! !  

Conclusion 
My dissa tisfaction with the two main l i nes of  
1 3  . .  Jll.d7 and 1 3  . . . �H7 led me to exp lore other 
paths,  and gave me the idea that 1 3  . . .  bS ! !  
could be the answer to a l l  Black's problems, 
desp i te having been (unfairly) neglected by 
theory u p  u nt i l  now. Having reached the end 
of the chapter, I can not  th ink  of any reason 
not to play this move over the board .  After the 
obvious 1 4 .h4  :t!f5 we explored five opt ions for 
Whi te. 

Both 1 5 .tll g l  and 1 5 . h 5  have obvious 
drawbacks, al though the latter 'on ly' a l lows 
Black an easy rou te to an equal endgame. 

Khal ifinan's 1 5 .�h3 ! ?N is more chal lenging, 
but  the accurate I 5 . . . h6!  is a strong ant idote 
against  Whi te's plan of open ing  the h-li le .  
Var iat ion C3 examined Whi te's attempts to 

break through by sacrificing materia l ,  bur 
Black remained so l id with chances to c la im an 
advan tage. 

'The k ing moves l 5 .iJ;>e2 and l 5 .�d2!  are 
closely related , and in both cases B lack should 
begin with 1 5  . . .  aS .  'Then 1 6 . h 5  is  relat ively 
harmless, and 1 6.tll g5 leads a lmost  by force to 
an equal pos i t ion with rook and pawn aga inst  
knighr and bishop.  

The other attacking try is 1 6  . .  \U.g5 , when 
Black's choices depend on the placement of 
Whi te's k ing. Wirh the king o n  e2, B lack can 
ei ther head for a comp lex, roughly balanced 
middlegame with 1 6  . . . 1.Wf7,  or i nvi re a forced 
draw with 1 6  . . .  h6 .  With the k ing on d2 ,  on 
the other hand,  the fi rs t  of these plans docs not 
work.  Therefore Black should p refer 1 6  . . .  h6 ! ,  
when 1 7 .«ilxh6 gxh6 l 8 .�xg6'1' gives h im the 
choice between forc ing a draw with 1 8  . . .  \� g7 
and playi ng on i n  a double-edged endgame 
with 1 8  . . .  'li2f8! ? .  
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