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Symbols

+ check

++ double check
# checkmate

) brilliant move

! good move

1? interesting move
Nn dubious move

? bad move

7 blunder

Ch championship

corr.  correspondence game

tt team event

1-0  the game ends in a win for White
-1 the game ends in a draw

0-1  the game ends in a win for Black
(D)  see next diagram
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Introduction

In this book, I first examine some major opening systems which lie outside the purview of the first
three volumes, and then turn to a wide variety of openings related by type or theme. The result is a
mix of modern strategies, old-fashioned approaches, and unconventional schemes in the openings.
I supplement this with a detailed discussion of choosing and preparing openings, including ways to
. v, and. fi . . ) . thi







1 Réti: Open and Closed Variations

193 (D) openings, I'll stipulate that White doesn’t play
d4 at an early stage (that is, not before White




RETI: OPEN AND CLOSED VARIATIONS 13

White attacks the centre. As described above,
he will fianchetto one or both bishops, with g3
& g2 and b3 & £b2 in the majority of varia-
tions. Most openings, even those of a largely
positional nature, contain several major lines
that are unavoidably tactical. The Réti Opening
is an exception, in that almost all its set-ups in-
volve long-term manoeuvring. Because White
avoids moving a centre pawn, there tends to be
little early contact between the opposing forces.
White fails to provide Black a target, and with
some exceptions Black will also avoid too ag-
gressive a commitment of his pieces. In most
important variations, Black does establish a sig-
nificant pawn presence in the centre. White’s
strategy is to snipe at his opponent from the
wings, and eventually to expand on the queen-
side or in the centre. In broader terms, this is the
‘hypermodern’ strategy, a name which proba-
bly needs updating, since it came into general
usage in the 1920s!

After 2 c4, the game can still transpose into
other openings, of course, notably if White
plays d4. Since each variation leads to distinct
positional themes, I'll discuss them as we go
along.

The 2...d4 Advance

Khuzman - A. Mikhalevski
Beersheba 1993

1543d52cd4d4 (D)
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This aggressive push is one of the traditional
and most important replies to the Réti Opening,

\\\\\\\

and has always had a good reputation. In fact,
some players prefer to make the Réti move c4
only after 1 Df3 d5 2 g3 e6 3 c4 or, say, 1 D)3
d52 g3 ¢6 3 c4 (or, if he doesn’t want to gambit
his c-pawn, he will wait with c4 for a few
moves), or after an early b3 and £b2.

Black’s motivation with 2...d4 is territorial
gain. You may recognize that this position bears
a close resemblance, with colours reversed, to
the Modern Benoni (1 d4 &f6 2 ¢4 ¢5 3 d5)
should Black play ...c5 next; and to the Schmid
Benoni (1 d4 &6 2 &f3 ¢5 3 d5 and 4 Hc3) if
Black plays ...%c6 (without ...c5). In several
variations we shall see illustrations of reversed
positions in which White’s extra tempo gives
Black the information that he needs to adjust
strategies and maintain equality. That trade-off
has been a theme throughout these volumes,
and is explicitly featured in Chapter 6.

3g3

An obvious alternative is 3 e3 (D), introduc-
ing one of the very few Réti Opening lines in
which White will not normally fianchetto a
bishop as part of his strategy.

IR TETY
P AAR AadA
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This e-pawn advance isn’t seen as much as 3
g3 in grandmaster play because Black is thought
to gain an uncontroversial equality. On the other
hand, the resulting play has enough substance
to keep good players interested:

a) 3..c5 4 exd4 cxd4 5 d3 is a reversed
Benoni, intending g3 and £g2. That opening
boasts of dynamic options versus almost any
set-up, so it’s probably best for Black to avoid it
when he is a tempo behind.

b) 3...dxe3 has been a bit underrated. To be
sure, after 4 fxe3 Black has surrendered the
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centre to White (who has a 2-1 majority), but a
d3/e3 pawn-formation isn’t terribly impressive
unless the pawns can both advance. The stan-
dard line is 4...g6 5 d4 £g7 6 &3, and now
6...3h6!? has the idea of ..Mf5, so Gausel-
Mortensen, Copenhagen 1996 continued 7 e4!?

(D).
z%gy@/ %
/ / / A%

A

. AK

AgS o

. 7
77

TV 1

show an excerpt from the most popular modern
main line: 6...c6 (preventing &Yb5 or £)dS; 6...e5
7 d3 £e7 has been played for at least 70 years
without being completely resolved; it’s fair to
say that the game is unbalanced but equal) 7 d3
& h6!? (headed for f5) 8 Le3 (after 8 Le2,
8..20f5 9 g4 hh4 10 Eg1 is a known line; then
10..9d6 11 Bg3 e5 12 Se4 WdS is unclear;
Black has also played 8...g6) 8...Wd8 9 £xh6!?
gxh6 10 d4 Kg7 11 d5, Zviagintsev-Granda,
Pamplona 1995/6. Here Black’s bishop on g7
compensates for his weaknesses; he can play,
for example, 11...%d6 or 11...&b6.
We now return to 3 g3 (D):

E%ﬁ.%ﬁ@ﬁﬂ
Bm}% 41%

S\
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Benoni with ...c5 in our section on 1 £f3 d5 2
c4 e6 below, when Black follows a main line
and plays ...c5 and ...d4.

b) Grandmasters have shown some liking
for the move 3...g6. Then Larsen-Chandler,
Hastings 1987/8 provides a good example of
the play: 4 £g2 g7 5d3 €5 6 0-0 De7 7 ba!
0-0 8 @Dbd2 (or 8 a3, with the idea Hc2 and
either queenside expansion or a central break
by e3; this leads to original positions) 8...a5 9
b5 ¢5! (Black shouldn’t cede too much ground)
10 bxc6 Dexc6! (the idea is that the knight on
¢7 has few prospects, whereas the knight on b8
can watch over ¢5 from a6 or d7) 11 £a3 (D)
(11 Eb1 is the obvious alternative; Black has
satisfactory play in this kind of position be-
cause of his ability to put knights on b4 and/or
c5 as needed).

E%ﬁ! Ed
AT AR
,/m% A
% % _

)

7

/////

11...0b4 (or 11...Ee8, introducing the idea
of ...28; then White might try to target squares
like d6 and b6 by 12 c5, having in mind &e4
and Wb3) 12 Wb3 £8a6 (a good alternative is
12..We7 with the idea ...2)8a6 or ...8)8c6) 13
L.xb4 axba?! (13...40xb4 is better) 14 a3! bxa3
15 Wxa3 Heg 16 Efbl and White had a pleasant
advantage, very much in the style of a Benko
Gambit, and not even a pawn down!

42g2e5(D)

50-0

In the reversed position (picture Black’s
knight already developed on £6), d3 is usually
met by ...&b4+, to force a piece to d2. That strat-
egy is also a sensible one here; for example, 5
d3 £b4+ 6 £d2 (the idea is that after 6 Hbd2
£.d6, White can no longer play $a3-c2, but 6
&¥fd2 would certainly be possible, retaining the

z%%yg% AE

Af TAk
/m/ i
o 0
0

o N
&%zﬁg%é%

a2

D->
\\
DX

@
\

/////

option of 9a3-c2) 6...a5; Black might play
..&)6-d7-c5 later. Naturally, there are trade-
offs. For one thing, White is developing rapidly
and getting castled ahead of time. It’s an open
question whether he can break with e3 or b4,
and what advantage that might bring.

5..50f6

There’s an interesting parallel here with the
Schmid Benoni line 1 d4 &6 2 f3 ¢53 d5 gb
4 &3 Lg7 5 e4 (a position also important to
the Sicilian Hyper-Accelerated Dragon: 1 e4 c5
203 g63d4 £.g7 4 d5 &6 5 9c3)5...0-0 (as
opposed to 5...d6) 6 e5 He8. If you've played
that line with either colour, you might well
think that 5...e4 6 Del (D) would favour White
in our game because of the vulnerability and
likely decimation of Black’s centre.

E/%¥@”
TY B FY ¥
/

,,,,, | /
% %

Az
. /
/

But that’s not necessarily the case. Black has
two possibilities:

a) 6.6 7d3 &f5 8 Lg5 (perhaps White
should settle for 8 £\d2, when Black has a slight
positional disadvantage after 8..We7 9 dxe4



16 MASTERING THE CHESS OPENINGS

xed or 8...exd3 9 Hxd3 £e7 10 b3 0-0 11
£f4) 8...exd3 9 Dxd3 RKe7. At this point, in-
creasing the light-square pressure by 10 £d2 is
not terribly impressive following 10...0-0, when
11 £.xf6 £.xf6 12 He4 Eb8! anticipates White’s
Dec5, and 11 Wad Dgd 12 Lxe7 Wxe7 is
about equal. Therefore the recommended move
is 10 b4!? (D).

This position is said to be clearly better for
White, and it certainly looks promising with the
cooperation of a queenside advance and the
bishop on g2. However, Black’s centralized
pieces provide a counterweight. Here are some
options:

al) 10..£xd3? 11 exd3 &xb4 12 £xf6!
gxf6 (after 12..Wxf6? 13 Wb3! White either
wins a piece or exposes the black king) 13 Wh5
with a large positional superiority and attacking
possibilities.

a2) 10..%e4 illustrates Black’s central pres-
ence: 11 £xe7 Wxe7 12 £xed Lxe4 (D), and

2 K
5 %t

X
4212 WA
A’

/ % Y U
&/ /%&/é 2

/////////

H ¥ BY

a21) 13 b5 and now 13...5a5!? 14 Hd2 0-0
15 Hxe4 Wxe4 intending ...Efe8 and ..b6 is
dynamically balanced. Black can also sacrifice
apawn for activity by 13...4e5 14 &)d2 Hd7 15
b3 0-0-0 16 Hxd4 h5!.

a22) 13 9d2 0-0 (13...&f5 14 b5 and here
14...8)a5 15 Wad b6 is unclear, while 14...5\d8
is safer) 14 Hxed Wxed 15 bS5 DeS (or 15...0a5)
16 &c5 Wgd 17 &Hxb7 Efe8 with compensation.

a3) Kovadevié-Ree, Karlovac 1977 contin-
ued 10...a6 11 £Hd2 0-0 12 £xf6 (12 a3 Ze8")
12...8xf6 13 Se4 We7 (or 13...He8) 14 Hxf6+
Wxf6 15 a3 (D).

' § /,%@%
5 AR /A%/

x/m/ o
5y 1
AR %%é

o
@ _GEanan
2 cwoED

Here Black has several moves (such as the
ambitious continuation 15...h5), but 15.. Efe8
is the most consistent; for example, 16 el Xe7
17 &5 Hael!, with the idea 18 Hxb7? (18
£.xc6 bxc6) 18...d3 19 €3 Dd4 20 Ba2 Hc2 21
21 We3.

b) Strange to say, even after 6...f5!? (D), a
seeming overextension of forces, Black’s posi-
tion isn’t necessarily inferior.

o %/% %}

ma W
B /1/
AKX /

%
y

\\\\\
\\\\\\
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Theory gives this fifth pawn move a ‘?” with
the follow-up 7 d3 &)f6 8 £g5, but then 8... £e7!
9 Rxf6 Lxf6 10 dxe4 fxed 11 Kxed Lh3 gives
Black compensation for the pawn after 12 g2
£xg213 @ng (13 Gixg2 g5' 14 d2 We7 and

N

S\

E fAue K
» AR 4434
Al & T

A\

\

17
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22 Bxf5 gxf5 23 Wg5+ with a repetition) 20
Whé 967 (20...f6 21 g4! hxgd 22 hxgd £xd3
23 Ee3) 21 c5! Wd8 22 Re5! Wd7 (22...£d723
Bxh5!; 22.. Ba6 23 Hxf5 gxf5 24 c6!) 23 fed
(23 He8! Raxe8 24 £xf6 and mate follows)
23...Ka6 24 Bxf5! gxf5 25 Wg5+ $h8 26 L xf5
1-0.

b) 7...dxe3 establishes an intriguing balance
of forces: 8 Rxe3 Re7 9 4¢3 0-0 10 Eel Hes
(D).

v AR B A
. X

L ey
a a
A 7

B /‘// A

3/2@%/%%

/ﬂ/ &
. //4 |

A %/% _
A8k
&%//&gg%
2oEYW EY

a) Playing into White’s idea by 7...£xb4 8
Axe5! Hxe5 9 Wad+ isn’t so bad, but it gives
White a small advantage if Black continues
9...c6 10 £xc6+bxc6 11 Wxbd Wd6 12 La3.
Instead, the exchange sacrifice via 9...8d7 10

\ SO\
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usually moves to cl in order to activate iton f4 ~ 2xe3 the best course of action would have
or g5! So if White can’t remove the pawn from  been 14...2f5!, intending 15 d4 cxd4 16 Hfxd4
d4 in a satisfactory way, this bishop move is  xd4 17 Dxd4 Le4! with some advantage for
likely to be ill-advised. Black canreply 9...8d6!  Black because of White’s weak c-pawn.
10 &3 (10 f4 Dga 11 Hxgd Kxgd 12 Lxb7 8 a3?!
Habg 13 &3 &xf3 14 Exf3 &Hxd3) 10...c5. Salov gives 8 b5! &\cb8 9 €3 (D).
$9..0g4 10 Hxgd Lxgd 11 Lxb7
4 al ty ising J V4
P 4YL

g
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starting to look good for Black) 12...axb4 13
axb4 Exa2 14 Hxa2 with a small but certain ad-
vantage for White.

11 b5 De7 12 exd4 exd4 13 ad! (D)

273% e
YTy T

77 s
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1y Az
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White eliminates any difficulties involving a
combination of ...a4 and ...4\c5. More impor-
tantly, he discourages the single move that most
coordinates Black’s pieces, 13...4)c5.

13..5g6

That is, 13...2c5 14 £a3 Wd6?! 15 Hbd2
Wb6 16 el has the idea De4; then 16... .5 17
He4 Lxed 18 dxe4 leaves White in charge due
to the threat of 19 e5.

14 Hbd2 Hc5!? 15 Hb3?! (D)

The most accurate move was still 15 £a3!;
for example, 15...£e7 16 b3 Hxb3 17 Wxb3
£xa3 18 Wxa3 (threatening Wc5) 18...2.g4 19
h3 £xf3 20 £xf3 Eb8 21 He2.

z/gy e

7& %7 /

n A% T ARA
kA
e, B
Ara |

/////

_ %@/ﬁﬁ

15...40xb3 16 Wxb3 L.e6?!
16...He8 17 &\d2 is only slightly better for
White.

/////

17 Dd2 Wc8 18 £a3 Le7 19 Lxe7 Dxe7
20 Hel h6 21 Wa3! H5 22 Hb3 b6

Black sacrifices the exchange, but it isn’t
good enough. However, after 22...2d8 23 &\c5
c6 24 Kae2, White’s pressure is too great.

23 £ xa8 Wxa8 24 Wel c5 25 bxc6 Wxc6 26
W4 Bds 27 Hd2 Wes 28 HeS Wes 29 Eb2
e7 30 Hebs

and White went on to win.

The Open Réti

Danailov — Bernard
Warsaw 1990

15f3d5 2 c4 dxed (D)
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Capturing on c4 opens the position, hence
the name ‘Open Réti’, also called the ‘Réti Ac-
cepted’. By this means Black resolves the prob-
lem of having to defend a structure with ...e6

" and...d5, or ...c6 and ...d5, which he may feel is

a cramped one. His d-file is open, and there’s a
good chance of establishing a healthy restraint
of White’s d-pawn via ...c5 or ...e5.

3 a3

For White, 3 &a3 is arguably the course tru-
est to the spirit of the opening, since fianchettoes
will follow. This development of the knight to
the rim is also seen in the Catalan Opening and
a couple of other Réti variations, with similar
trade-offs. Of course, this is not the only way to
recover the pawn; let’s look briefly at alterna-
tives:

a) 3 e3 will usually transpose to a Queen’s
Gambit Accepted after 3...)f6 4 Lxc4 c55d4.
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b) 3 Wad+ can lead down independent paths
or in some cases transpose to a Catalan Open-
ing. Of Black’s many replies, 3...4)c6 is per-
haps best in terms of clarity: 4 &c3 (4 £e5 can
be met by 4...&d7 or 4..Wd6 with the idea 5
Nxc6 £d7!) 4..0f6 5 ed (5 g3 Dd7! 6 Wxca
b6 7 Wb3 e5) 5..0d7! 6 Kxcd (6 Wxc4 e5)
6..23b6 7 Wb3 Dxc4 8 Wxcd Lg4.

¢) 3 edisone of the more interesting choices.
Then the natural 3...c5 4 Rxc4 &\c6 often fol-
lows: 5 0-0 (5 £b5 £d7 6 £\c3 6 7 0-0 is an
original approach by Gavrikov; Davies gives
7..5f6 8 eS A5 9 Hxd5 exd5 10 d4, when
Black might try 10..#b6 11 &xc6 bxc6 with
what looks like equal play) 5...e6 6 9\c3 (D).

,z/giy@ﬁm%g

&

Both sides have a lot of leeway in interpret-
ing this variation.

3...a6

Black threatens to defend his c4-pawn and
wants to develop quickly by ...b5. There are of
course other moves:

a) 3..e517 4 HxeS £xa3 5 Wad+ (D) (5
bxa3?? Wd4) and now:
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Réti, White often doesn’t move his e-pawn
anyway.

5..4b7 6 g3 Dd7

A natural and good move. At first, 6...&xf3
7 exf3 (D) looks tempting, because Black will
put a piece on d4 in front of the isolated d-
pawn.
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But the combination of White’s better de-
velopment (notice Black’s kingside pieces),
the strength of his bishop coming to g2 and his
attack on Black’s weakened queenside prove
more important than his weaknesses. For exam-
ple, 7...80c6 (7...e5 8 £g2 ¢6 9 0-0 &6 10 Hel
£c5 11 f4! e4 12 Wc2; 7..56 8 a4 b4 9 R g2
Wd3 10 f4 Ha7 11 We2 Wxe2+ 12 &xe2 with
d4 next) 8 £.g2 Nd4 9 £4 6 10 a4 (10 Lxa8?
Wxa8 will give Black plenty of counterplay)
10..Zb8 11 axb5 axb5 12 &c2 e6 13 Hxd4
Wxd4 14 Lc6+ 2d8 15 0-0 Lc5 16 Kxb5!?
(16 d3 favours White as well) 16...2e7 17 a4
Wd6 18 Le2 Ehd8. Black has some compensa-
tion, but it doesn’t seem sufficient.

7 .82 $gf6 8 0-0 €6 9 b3

The double fianchetto is used in most Réti
systems.

9...c5 10 £b2 Re7

Black is making natural moves and has good
central control, but 10...£d6 keeps an eye on €5
and may be easier to play.

11 Zc1 0-0 12 Hc2 Hc8 13 Wal! b6 14

Rfcl (D)
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White has played in true Réti style. The Ec2
and Wal manoeuvre goes way back to the open-
ing’s creator and namesake. White’s pieces all
have good range, but Black has pawn control of
the centre. Neither side can claim an advantage
yet.

14..Wa7?!

Tempi aren’t absolutely vital in such posi-
tions, but 14...Efd8 is natural and probably
better.

15d3

Finally a centre pawn moves! Black’s posi-
tion is fine; nevertheless, he needs to find a
plan.

15..Efd8 16 h3 (D)

16...h6

16...2£8 looks like a better solution, guard-
ing g7 in order to free the f6-knight to play
..4)d5; for example, 17 De5 (17 Hgd DdS)
17...8xg2 18 Lxg2 DxeS 19 Kxe5 Wb7+ 20
3 &)d5 21 xd5 exd5 22 e4 and now 22...c4!?
or 22...¥d7 is equal.

17 Hga!?

A typical ‘crawling-forward’ idea would be
17 L¢3 £06!? (17...L18 looks positionally sus-
pect after 18 a4!?, but Black comes out satisfac-
torily after 18...Ha8 19 Ha2 Wh6) 18 Wb2 (with

#@“
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the idea 19 b4) 18...a5 19 a3 L£8? (19.. Wa6!)
20 b4 axb4 (20...cxbd? 21 Kxf6! &xf6 22
Hxc6) 21 axb4 d5 22 HxdS LxdS 23 Ld4!
Wb6 24 e4 £b7 25 Ke3. Then White has in
mind 26 bxcS and can claim a serious central ad-
vantage.

17..xgd

There doesn’t seem to be a real threat, so
other moves such as 17..Wb6 can be consid-
ered.

18 hxgd &)f6 19 g5 hxgs 20 Hxgs .@.ng

This is not disastrous, but why give White’s
rook the h-file? A calm move like 20...%b6 is
better, when 21 £xb7?! Wxb7 22 Hf3 Hgd!
has the idea of ...f6 and ...e5, blunting White’s
bishop (23 Rxg7?? £6).

21 &xg2 Wh7+ 22 D3 He8

Now after 22...%g4 23 Eh1 £6, 24 Zh4! ru-
ins Black’s plan. Carsten Hansen suggests that
22..Bd5 23 Eh1 EhS5 is equal, but White should
get a little something out of 24 Bxh5 &xh5 25

White has the simple ideas of Wh1 and the
move he plays next. He has no weaknesses in
his pawn-structure, in contrast to Black’s slight
one on c5. In conjunction with the h-file and his
control of the key square €5, this is enough to
claim a winning position!

25... 18 26 Wcl! Wds 27 Ed4!?

Cleverly winning a pawn, but direct attack by
27 e4! decides outright; for example, 27...%c6
(27..Wxd377 28 Bd2) 28 Eh8+ &g8 (28...&e7
29 Hxd8 &xd8 30 Wg5) 29 He5 Wc7 30 Wes
(threatening Wh5) 30..f6 31 g6+ el 32
Wh5 &d7 33 Eh7 2d6 34 d4 and White wins.

27...cxd4 28 Exc8 Le7 29 Exd8

Or 29 Ec5! Wa8 30 gl. The rest is easy.

29..xd8 30 W4 ©d7 31 Wh8 Hgd 32
W8 Hes 33 Wxg7 Dxf3 34 Wxf7+ Lc8 35
Wxf3 Wd6 36 g4 Wa3 37 Wc6+ b8 38 Wxeb
Wxa2 39 g5 Wd2 40 WeS+ b7 41 g6 Whe 42
g7 We6+ 43 2f1 W7 44 We3 Wes 45 W3+
1-0

I think that it’s fair to generalize a bit here
and say that after 1 §)f3 d5 2 c4, White can’t
expect to gain an advantage versus either 2...d4
or 2...dxc4; however, he can almost certainly
reach unbalanced positions which have suffi-
cient strategic content to challenge both play-
ers.

The Closed Réti

19f3d52cde6 (D)
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still very popular. This is due in part to the fact
that English Opening players, when faced with
1 c4 e6, frequently want to avoid a transposi-
tion into the Queen’s Gambit Declined by 2 d4
ds or 2 &c3 d5 3 d4. Thus, after 1 c4 e6, they
play 2 M3 d5 and go into a Réti Opening via 3
g3 or 3 b3. Still another possible move-order is
1 ¢4 &)f6 2 f3 e6 3 g3 (or 3b3) 3...d5. Not sur-
prisingly, the Closed Réti is characterized by
slow manoeuvring. Both sides tend to develop
their pieces conventionally, with White fian-
chettoing both his bishops and Black playing
Laf6, ... 8e7,...0-0, ...b6 and ...£b7 and usu-
ally setting up a moderate-sized centre with
...c5. You will see that, barring the exchange
cxd$5, both sides’ rooks can stay uninvolved in
the fray for a long time, and their optimal place-
ment is difficult to determine until the early
middlegame or later.

3b3

The main line that we’re heading for can be
reached if White begins with either fianchetto;
for example, 3 g3 D6 4 g2 Ke750-00-06
b3 c5, etc. Black has unique options, however,
after 3 g3 &)f6 (or immediately 3...dxc4) 4 £g2
dxc4 (D) (4...8¢€7 5 b3 transposes to the main
Réti lines).
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I can’t do justice to the large and disparate
body of theory and practice here, but both sides
should look out for these possibilities:

a) 5 Wc2 (the similar 5 Wa4+ is less flexible
because after 5..20bd7 6 Wxc4 {or 6 Da3}
6...c3, the queen will have to move again; the-
ory indicates an equal outcome) 5...bd7 (not
the only move, of course) 6 9a3 c5 (6...8xa3 7
bxa3 £b6 8 He5 0-0 9 b2 may give White a

small edge because of his bishop-pair) 7 0-0 (or
7 Nxcd b5 8 Gce5 DdS 9 Hxd7 Kxd7 10 b3
£e7 11 £b2 0-0 12 0-0, Polugaevsky-Serper,
Tilburg 1992, and now 12...f6 followed by
...Ec8 should be fine) 7..Eb8 8 &xc4 b5 9
QceS (9 He3 is worth a try) 9...8b7 10 Hxd7
&xd7 11 d3, Suba-Inkiov, Iraklion 1985, and
here 11...2d6 (preventing £.f4) equalizes.

b) 5 Da3 Wd5!? 6 Wad+ (6 Wc2?! can be
met by 6...4c6 7 Dxcd Db4!? or 6...Lxa3 7
bxa3 £c6 8 0-0e5!;60-01is similarly answered
with 6...8xa3 7 Wad+ Hc6 8 Wxa3 e5) 6...c6
(or 6..247 7 Wxc4 Hc6) 7 Wxcd £xa3 8
Wxds exdS 9 bxa3 ££5!7 10 £b2 &bd7 with a
solid position, and roughly equal play.

c) 5 0-0!? is a flexible move: 5...a6 (or
5...8c6, with the idea 6 Wad Wd51? 7 Hc3
Wc5) 6 &)c3!? b5 (Kosten gives the imagina-
tive 6...2e7 7 b3!? cxb3 8 Wxb3, planning d4,
e4 and £.f4) 7 d3! cxd3 8 HeS Ba7 9 Le3 c5
(D).
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10 Wxd3!? (or 10 &xd3) 10..Wc7?! (after
10...¥xd3 11 Hxd3 Hbd7 12 ad! b4 13 Hed
White will recover the c-pawn and obtain the
better ending) 11 Efdl £e7, G.Kuzmin-Beli-
avsky, Kiev 1978, and here 12 &f4! is ex-
tremely strong.

3..5f6

At this point it’s possible to play the ex-
tremely rare 3...dxc4 4 bxc4 e5!? (D).

The tactical basis for this advance is that 5
Hxe577 loses to 5...Wd4.

This dynamic idea, wasting a whole move on
...e6-e5, merits more attention than it has re-
ceived. In practice the logical continuation 5
&Hc3 A6 has followed. Then White has to deal
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Black. Thus the decision between 3 g3 and 3 b3
becomes more confusing.
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cxd5 would free c6 for Black’s knight, White
plays conservatively, happy with the fact that
his bishop on b2 is superior to Black’s light-
squared bishop) 8...23bd7 9 &\bd2 £b7 10 Wc2
Bc8 11 e4 Wb6 12 e5! He8 13 d4 5. Now it
looks as though Black has achieved all of his
goals and will free his game, but White has pre-
pared a trick: 14 b4! (D).

XX e
» KeiAasaka

to each side’s pieces.) The game proceeded
21...80g7 22 Ka5 Wb7 23 L xd8 Hfxd8 24 Ha$
W7 25 e a6 26 Del S 27 We3 b4 (if Black
does nothing, White will build up and fashion a
kingside breakthrough) 28 Wxb4 Zdb8 29 Wc3
b5 30 Rea2 £6 31 &xc6 Wxc6 32 Kf1 fxe5 33
S£xb5 Wxb5 34 dxe5 d4 35 Wd3 Wxc5 36 Bxa6
Txa6 37 Wxa6 WxeS 38 Hd3 W6 39 Wcs+
&8 40 Ha8 9)d6 41 Wd8 Wxd8 42 Kxd8 Hb5
43 Qe5 g7 44 §xc6 1-0. Very nice.

7 &b2

Delaying b2 with 7 €3 has good and bad
points; the idea is that in Benoni-like positions
with ...d4, White’s bishop is often better-placed
on cl than b2. For one thing the bishop on b2
blocks White’s support of a b4 advance by a
rook on bl; furthermore, a bishop on c1 might
find an influential post on f4 or even support the
move f4 if Black plays ...e5. After 7 €3 &)c6 8
@eZ Kourkounakls Botsan, Aegina 1995 pro-
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The Réti Benoni

McNab - A. Norris
Scottish Ch, Aberdeen 2001

1c4e62Df3d53b35f64 g3 Re75 Lg2
0-0 6 0-0 c5 7 £b2 &c6

I haven’t used the exact move-order of the
game because I want to mention a frequently-
used move-order, 7..b6 8 €3 £b7. This will
transpose to one of our main lines if Black plays
9.8\ c6 or 9...20bd7 (after 9 We2, for example);
see the following game. In this case, however,
Black can’t play the ...d4 variation that he does
here.

8e3 (D)

Over the years, White has settled upon this
move as the main line. 8 ¢xd5 comes too early to
cause Black real problems: 8...exd5 (or 8...4xd5
9 &\c3, when 9...&16 10 Wcl Hxc3 11 £xc3
e5 was Réti-Griinfeld, Teplitz-Schonau 1928,
while 9...b6 with the idea ...£a6 is also fine) 9
d4 Ee8 10 &c3 &g4 11 dxcS £xc5. Here
Black has the kind of active play he doesn’t get
in the main lines, when his bishop is on b7 in-
stead of g4.
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8...d4

In the next game we’ll see the safer 8...b6.
Other moves are seen much less often, although
several are playable. Generally, if left to his

9 exd4 cxd4 (D)
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Initially only a small minority of players
were willing to test this position as Black, since
it looked too much like a Modern Benoni with
colours reversed in which Black wouldn’t be
able to play ...e5 successfully.

10 Eel e8!

This retreat became the main line after some
bad experiences with slower moves. Tal-Zhur-
avliov, USSR Ch, Kharkov 1967 continued
10...He8 11 a3 a5 (12 b4 must be prevented) 12
d3 ££8 (12..Wb6!7) 13 De5! HixeS 14 Hxes
&d7 (D).
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15 Eb5! (threatening £xd4) 15...e5 16 Dd2!.
These are standard Benoni ideas. White’s pres-
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By contrast, 10...2e8 prepares to support
d4 by ...f6 and ...e5 while covering vulnerable
squares inside Black’s camp.

11d3

White can play more ambitiously by 11 &e5
DxeS5 12 Bxe5 16 13 Bel e5 (or 13..5\c7 14 f4
Hbg with the idea ...b5, which is hard to assess)
14 f4! (hacking away at Black’s pawn-chain)
14...exf4 15 W3! (15 gxf4 Hc7 16 W3 a5 17
d3 a4 produces a double-edged fight) 15...fxg3
16 Wd5+ &h8 17 hxg3 WxdS 18 £xdS, as in
Fishbein-D.Schneider, USA Ch, San Diego
2004. White has sacrificed a pawn for excellent
piece pressure. 18...£2d6!? looks best, when
Kosten suggests 19 £xd4 97 20 L3 £xg3
21 &f2!. Thenif 21...8xf2+ 22 &xf2, White’s
central pawns, combined with the e-file and
temporary pressure on b7, are at least the equiv-
alent of Black’s three passed pawns. Similarly,
21...8f4 22 d4 gives White good chances, es-
pecially in view of 22..8e6 23 £xb7! £xb7
24 Exe6. Overall, this line looks like a promis-
ing way for White to go.

11...£6 12 Ha3 (D)
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12..e5 13 Dc2

Although ... bd7 is common in the Modern
Benoni, here we see White playing the alternate
Benoni plan &a3-c2 in almost every line, be-
cause b4 (or at least the threat of b4) is neces-
sary in order to keep Black on the defensive and
counteract his space advantage.

13..5¢7 14 Wd2

White supports the move b4 and clears his
back rank. This does use up the d2-square for a
knight redeployment, but £)d2 isn’t necessarily
a good idea anyway. Instead, 14 ©h4!? (D) is a

strange-looking but promising move that tries
to provoke Black into weakening his kingside
with ...g5, and then attacking it with h4.
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This is an idea that appears in the King’s In-
dian Defence as well as the Modern Main Line
of the Benoni. Since f4 is a positional threat,
Black ‘cooperates’: 14...g5 15 &)f3. Now White
is ready to play h4; apparently, he needn’t be in
a hurry to make progress in such positions since
he faces few threats. Here are two examples:

a) 15..8e6?! 16 &fxd4 (this seems a good
spot for 16 h4! g4 17 Hh2 Wd7 18 Wd2 a5 19
Who) 16...exd4 (16..5xd4 17 Lxd4 exd4 18
Hxe6 Dxe6 19 Kd5 Wb6! 20 We2 h8 21
Wxe6! Wxe6 22 Lxe6 is unclear) 17 Exe6
Qxe6 18 £d5 h8 (18.. Wd6 19 We2 Hcd8?
20 H)xd4) 19 Lxe6 K5 20 K5 with a lovely
outpost and good prospects, Macieja-Vescovi,
Bermuda 2005.

b) 15...2f5 seems more accurate: 16 We2
Lg4 (16...Ef7! covers the second rank to quash
any tactics; then 17 h4 g4 18 &d2 is hard to as-
sess) 17 h3 &h5?! (17..Le6) 18 g4 £g6 19
Ofxda! ixd4. Now the safest move is 20 £xd4
Heg121 £b2 £xd3 22 Wd2; then Black has his
share of the centre, but White has the threat of
£.xb7 and moves like £)e3 and Had]1 in store. In-
stead, Kosarev-Bets, Peterhof 2006 continued
20 Hxd4!? £b4 21 HFS Kxel 22 Exel Lxf57!
(22..2b8 23 Ked) 23 gxf5 Eb8, when White
should have opened lines for his rook by 24 h4!
gxhd4 25 f4! exf4 26 Wgd+ $h8 27 Wxf4 with
two bishops, an attack and d4-d5-d6 in reserve.

Sometimes White plays 14 a3 a5, when 15
Wd2 transposes to the game, while 15 Ebl has
also led to many tough battles.
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14...a5 15 a3 Da6 (D)
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16 b4!?

White embarks upon a pseudo-sacrifice con-
sistent with the aim of piece activity. Schwartz-
mann-Lputian, Wijk aan Zee 1993 saw the
slower 16 Habl: 16..Xb8 17 £a17! (17 Lcl!
keeps the bishop on a freer diagonal: 17...b5 18
9h4 £d7, Deleyn-Chuchelov, Belgian Team
Ch 1995/6, and now 19 f4!? &c7 20 £5 bxc4 21
dxc4 £.c5 22 Wd3 could be considered, with the
idea of advancing by g4, h4 and g5) 17...£d7
18 b4 axb4 19 axb4 b5 20 c5 &7 (D).
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This kind of pawn-structure, common to this
variation and the Modern Benoni, would be fine
for White if he didn’t have his dark-squared
bishop, because he could challenge for the a-
file. But it sits uselessly on al, so Black must
have the better prospects. In our main game,
White solves that problem as follows:

16...axb4 17 axb4 Hecxb4 18 Hfxd4! exdd
19 £a3
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The point: White gets his piece back.

19...xc2 20 Lxe7 Dxel!

Black made the wrong queen ‘sacrifice’ in
Lautier-Kotronias, Sochi 1989: 20...%xe7? 21
Hxe7 Hxal 22 WasS Hb3 23 Wd5+ Lh8 24
Wr7! g8 25 He8 Re6 26 Exg8+ HExg8 27
Wxe6 Dac5 28 Wb6 and White went on to win.

21 £xd8 Hxg2 (D)
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22 2b6 £h3

Now 23 Wd1 g6 24 £xd4 Had8 25 £b6 Zd6
is unclear. However, White went astray with 23
We2?! g6 24 Ebl Hae8 25 Wf37? (25 Wd2)
25..%el! 26 Wxb7 $b4! and Black was win-
ning. In general, the chances in this game looked
balanced, which we could say about the entire
variation. I would encourage White to investi-
gate his alternatives on moves 11 and 14.

%
33
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The ...b6 Fianchetto

Scherbakov — Vaganian
St Petersburg 1998

1543d52cde63 g3 o)f64 Lg2 2e750-0
0-0 6 b3 c57 £b2 b6 8 e3 Lb7 (D)

This and the following positions can be
reached by a large number of move-orders; in
fact, this game began with ...b6 on the second
move! Since there are as yet no open lines, the
question of how to activate rooks becomes of
interest. Black tends to centralize with ...Zd8,
opening the d-file by ...dxc4 when the timing is
right; his other rook might go to b8 to support
...a6 and ...b5. White sometimes beats him to
the punch with cxd5 and then places rooks on
c1 and d1, hoping for an effective d4. Another



30 MASTERING THE CHESS OPENINGS

%x

,74,,, /%/
r

<
:\\\

plan is d3 and a well-timed e4. It’s all very po-
sition-specific.

9 N3

Let’s see two examples of the sort of classi-
cal attack that White has mounted time and
again: 9 We2 Hc6 10 Ed1 Wc7 11 &3 (D).
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Now it’s very risky to delay ...dxc4 too long,
because sooner or later cxd5 will produce an
advantage, often in the form of a decisive at-
tack:

a) 11..Efd8 12 cxd5 ©xdS 13 Hxd5 Exd5
14 d4 Xd7 (14...cxd4 15 Dxd4 HHxd4 16 £xd4
and now 16...2d7 17 Eacl leaves White with a
clearly superior position; still worse is 16...Ed6?
17 Bdc1! Wd7 18 Le5 with the idea 18...Kd5?
19 &c7) 15 dxc5 (this draws a piece away from
Black’s already under-populated kingside, and
the bishop on c5 will often be subject to attack)
15...8xc5 16 Dg5! Exd1+ 17 Exd1 h6 18 Hed
L£87(D).

19 &f6+! (routine, possibly, but nice any-
way) 19...gxf6 20 Wgd+ Sh7 21 Led+ £5 22
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Lxf5+ exf5 23 Wxf5+ g8 24 Bd7 Wxd7 25
Wxd7 Eb8 26 Wgd+ 2h7 27 W5+ 1-0 Szabo-
Padevsky, Amsterdam 1972.

b) 11..2ad8 12 d3 ¥b8 13 Hacl Wa8 14
cxdS Dxd5 15 Hxd5 Exd5!? (or 15...exdS 16
d4 &ba1? 17 £c3 La6 18 Wd2! intending
18...20d37 19 £f1! ¢4 20 £xd3 cxd3 21 Del)
16 Hel Bd7 (D).
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17 W4 (a typical gravitation kingside) 17...g6
18 W4 Wbs! 19 Who 67! 20 d4 Xfd8 21 £d3
Wag? 22 &\f4 Ed6 and now 23 Hel! is hard to
meet, while 23 $xg6!? hxg6 24 Wxg6+ L8 25
Whe+ &e8 26 Wh5+ also gives White an at-
tack. Instead, the natural 23 d5?! (Padevsky-
Gregoriu, Istanbul 1975) allows the surprising
defence 23...2)e5! 24 L xe5 fxe5 25 Dxgb L.16.

9...dxc4!

Black cuts out the idea of cxdS right away.
Actually, 9...40bd7 is a respectable move with
hundreds of games behind it. Just one exam-
ple: 10 We2 (10 d3! is more flexible, stopping
...)e4 and leaving open the plan of &l and f4,
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and in some cases g4-g5) 10...a6 (10...De4 is
an equalizer, according to theory) 11 Efd1 Wc7
12 Bacl dxc4 (again, Black shouldn’t wait too
long; a number of games have seen the likes of
12...Hac8 13 cxd5 &xd5 14 Hxd5 £xd5 15 e4
£b7 16 d4 and Black has to cope with both 17
dxc5 and 17 d5) 13 bxc4 £c6!7? 14 d4! (we see
that White’s position has some elasticity to it,
and he begins a potential central pawn-roller)
14.. ¥b7? (Kosten gives 14...cxd4 15 exd4
Hfe8(?!), although 16 d5! exd5 17 &xd5 still
causes difficulties) 15 d5! (D).
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rook on f1 to support a kingside pawn-storm. In
fact, much of the time that White succeeds di-
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White will often attack e6 on the grounds
that after fxe6, Black must either take on an iso-
lated pawn by ...fxe6 or cede the d5-square af-
ter ... Wxe6.

18...26 19 fxe6 fxe6 (D)
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20 g5!

White sacrifices a pawn to open up lines
with a gain of tempo.
20...2.xg5
_20..8e517 21 Hxf8+ ‘@f& Wod! threat

White stands much better in any case after
27..Bf8 28 Exf8+ Wxf8 29 Ke5!.
28 £d4! (D)
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Now Black can do nothing about the threat

/ | -
of Kc5.

28..Hc7 29 £¢5 Exc5 30 Dxc5 He7 31
Ded Hic6 32 H)6+ %h8 (D)

.

N




2 Réti: Slav Variations

15f3d52cdc6(D) Black wants to avoid all this, he can also try 1
c4 c6 2 e4 5, but that has its own set of prob-
lems after 3 &)f3, and is quite rare. The inter-
este i ve 10 dig around in ho
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¢6 2 g3 d5 3 £g2, White must be willing to
play against 3...dxc4 (D).
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Then Kosten suggests recovering the pawn
by 4 @a3 £e6 (not 4...b57 in view of 5 Hxb5,
but4...e5 5 @xc4 f6 is definitely worthy of con-
sideration) 5 Wc2 &a6 6 Hxcd Db4!? 7 Wo3
£.d5! 8 &xdS Wxds 9 £f3. Following 9...e5 10
a3 bS5 11 axb4 bxc4, he recommends 12 We3!,
attacking e5 and a7 while in some cases playing
an effective Za5. So far, so good, but a possible
problem is that Black can play 9...e6 instead,
which sets up a nice restraint pawn-structure
that goes well with the good bishop on 8. 9...e6
also works tactically in the line 10 a3 b5 11
axb4 bxc4 12 We3 )f6 with the idea 13 EaS c5.
This last position is hard to assess, but at any
it’s not a clear improvement for White over the
lines beginning with 2 &)f3.

Instead of Kosten’s 4 $a3, McDonald likes
4 §